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CURRENT THOUGHT.

Tho great need of our people 1s tho diffusion of
more cducated neu anl women among the ran
and fllc of our people.  We aro too far below the
Imsslblo realization of Christiau clvilization We
1ava not yet, in Chrlstiau society, tho application of
Gospol principles to the life of the nation No
human power {3 to bave moro [nfluence in sccuriua'
this better Yfe than that of woman.  Mothers shoul
sec that thelr daughters are cducated In view of the
privileges provided for young meo.—Dr A. W.
Sawyer, Pres. of Acadia Gllege.

Oac of tho most importunt studies for all persons
Isthat of writtcn laoguage, for langusge {s the
medium by which knowladge is commupicated and
preseeved, Iangungc p the hands of ooc who
tses It with precislon and accumcy, is the means of
iustructing, conviLuing. and persuading ; its mis-
application on the other hand, often leads to con-
fusion la our ideas and to tany of the gravest
crrors 1n the scienco of morls, legslation and
otber kindred subjects. Of the importance of
nccurate and chiw laaguage in the matter of legine
lution, the following {lustration will, I think, he
decmed conclusive. Thelate Hon Caleh Cushing,
of Massachusetts, sp.nt the larger part of hils mature
life asa member of lcgislative bodles. For {em H
wais tho of the M buscits Legislature,
ut a time when his politics put him always tn a min-
ority on any polltical measure. Yet he saved the
State from much unconstitutional legislation by his

wer of command over the Eoglish language. It
hus been said that no suit at Inw 18 koown to Lave
been brought Into court by aoy lawyer, in which
the success of the suit depended on provinz to be
uncoostitutional or defective, any statute of which
Culch Cushin% bad the control in the committee
which framed'it. He was able to say, and to nssist
legislators to s'?g, 30 oxactly what was meant, that
0o clear-headed advocate could misunderstand the
statute, or find a flaw in it by which to sustain 8
Jawsait. The oxplaoation of that power of
his of preclse uttetance, as ﬁ(vcn by thost who
Kuew him best, is, that be read and conversed in a
hall ¢ dozen Jarguages, and made language the
etudy of his life.—Irof. Bridges, U N. B.

CURRENT NOTES.

While the movetnent for the gher education of
women is making rapid Fm ress o Amerien and In
several Eumlmm countries it basmet with a decided
reverse in Prussia.  Tho Minister of Education
thero hes decided that in future women arc not to
Lo admitted cithier as students or ¢ven to attend the
sectures of the Prussian upiversitics. The reasons
for this backward step bave not been annouuced.

Of desultory reading, Mr. Fredenc lHartison
wisely says .—** A habitof rcad!ng idly debilitates
and corrupts the mind for all wholcsome reading.
tbo babit of rcading wisely is one of tac most
difficult habits to acquire, necding strong resolution
aud infinite pains; and reading for merc reading's
sake, msumi of ths good wo galin from roadiuog, is
ono of the worst and commonost and rost unwhole-
some habits we have.”

Truly this is an age of discovery, The Christian
Philosophical Institute, of Lozdon, has just pub-
lished a pamphlct tosbow that the Romish Cardinals
in 1616, werc ** scripturally, pbitosophically snd
practically ﬁghl," that QGalilco was * absolutely
und probably '—that is good—** fu the wrong; " and
that if tho carth moves ¢ the Almighty Creator was
totally ignorant of tho fact, sad man with bis
1ogenuity bas never been able to prove it.”

A CoNsERVATIVE GROWL.—If all the suggestions
about popular oducation arc adopted, the daily
curriculum of tho public school will be about as fol-
lows. Onc hour sewing, onc hour washing and
ironlng, one hour cooking, ono hour tcble-setting
and other branches of bousckeepisg, onc bour
musie, one hour dancing, one Lour pajatiog, onc
hour modeling and sculpture, one hour reading, onc
hour writing, one hour arithmetic, one hour Look-
keeplag, one hourlndustrial education,one hour civil
government, one hour cach on zeography, algebrs,
trigonometry, Latin, German Greck, botany, as-
trooomy, tsriff apd free trade, farming and the
weather. If the scholar of 1500 has any tiro to
spare, probsbly some enthusiast will suggest tho
swudy of clectricity, acrial navigation, and the ne-
bular bypothesis. Don’t crowd tue children.—
Norwich (Conn.) Bulletin.

WnoNo Ipgas ov EptcatioN.—We are in thoe
babit of pointing to popular cducation as u pavacea

fortho illa of hutnan soclety  This Is well enough,

provided we have the right kind of education to

puintat. In this respect we should not be blind to
, the fact that tho aversion t maoual lubor amnong
iour younyg peoplo has grown up under tho very

system of popular education we now huve. The

impression fs spreading among them that education
' ia to teach them, wainly, how to get along in life,
| and, If possible, how to get rich without hard work,
! How mauny boyr without meaus ure there who, hav.
jug learned to write a good hand, think it beneath
them to mke s living in say other way than with
their peos, or, baving learned to add up sums and
to calculute interest, would think themsclves degra-
ded if thoy did any rouglier work than mark prices
on goods or keep books, and, doing this, wear nice
clothes and keep thelr hands white'  Aund thuaftas
that the young wen, shunnivg furm and workshop,
crowd the citics and haunt stores and counting
rooms for cmployment i constantly  increasing
numbers; while it is: notorious fact that the Ameri,
can people, aud people bornand rased upon Ameri
can so1, turn out so siall a propoertion of artisans
and manunl faborers generally that we have to look
in n large measure 19 foreign immigrtion to xupply
that want of xocicty.~Carl Schurs.

VaLvk or Esatist CLassics —As combining
mental discipline with the commonest utility, the
study of the Eonglish language and Wterature is un-
surpassed. It {s not necessary that the average
American girl be a linguist in Latin, or Greek, or
French, or Germon, or Spanish, or Wallan, or pro.
foundly versed in any of these literatures ; butatls
necessary that she be able to write and speak her
own language with correctness and fluency, and
that she Le not fgnorant of thosc literary procuc-
tions of which the Eoglish-speakingworld is proud.
There is in the great Eonglish master-picces an
cducatlog power, of which teachere in general have
little conception.  Merely to be able to read the
Sest passages aloud, with just appreciation and
appropriate voeal eapression, is no ingignitlcant at-
tatnment ; yet it should be nsisted upon as an
cssential prerequisite to a diploma. And why should
not these great works be made the foundati~a and
the material for linguistic and rhetorical study, as
the masterpieccs of Greek wniters bave heen from
time immemorial ¥ Form and style aside,—~and
perhops we ought not to aceept these,—is thers any
thiog in AHschylus or Sophocles richer than m Shake
speage ; anything in Homer grander than in Milton;
anything in Demosthenes nobler than iuv Chatbam,
Burke, or Webster ? anything in Plato superior in
woral beauty to the utterauces of Moses, or David,
or Job, or Solomon, or Isaialh ? Why, n thosough
understanding of the thrce great English classics,—
the Bible, Shakespeare, and ilton,—~would be
botter than the catire education given in oine-teaths
of the so-called colleges. A systematic and pro-
gressive study of the Englist: language and literature
tbrough four ycars secms to ine onc of the most de-
sirable features inany institution for the superior
instruction of American wowmen.— Homer B Sprojue.

A SovvTiox oF TnE TeXT-Boox QUESTIONS.—
1 do not hesitate to #ay that 1n judgmeot we sball,

well pigh free to the children of this state, but pot
wholly frec. While our contatution guaruntees a
common-school education to every boy and gitl, it
is nevertheless conditioned upon his ability to buy
the necessary books; he is furnished, frec of charge,
a comfortablo housc, a comfortable scat, a compe-
tent teacher, iok, pens, crayons, and other acces-
sorics of schiool work; but he maust buy his owa
book or be barred from school privileges. Tisls he
{s required to do at a cost almost three times as great
as {t would cost the school district to ouy it for
blm.—State Supt. Akers, lova.

sooner or later, find the remedy for text-book evils |
in free textdooks. A common-school education s |

PERSONAL.

Inspecior Carter s visiting the schools I Charlotte
County.

Mr A C A Daaune, of Barrngton, {nspector of
schools for Y urmouth and Shethurne distriets, died
at Boston.

Mr Johu Britton, the encrgetic tescher nid botan-
Ist of Petitcodiac, discovered soven species of tlower
ing plants, uew to the Province, on the St. John
River during the past summer—a well spent vacn
tion,

Mr W D Rankin, who had the degree of B A
conferred on him at the N B Univerity tnst June,
eApeets to lcave bere during this coming month for
Edintmrgh, Scotland, where he cnters o medical
college for the pursuit of studies connected with his
intended profession,  Mr.Z Nasonisshortly to give
up school here, for tho purpose of entering the
Callego of Physicinus and Surgeons m Baltimore,
Mid — iVomdstock Sentinel,

In confening the degree of D C Lo o George
Stewart, jr, of the Quebee Chronsete, King's College,
Wind=or, has tahen the lead, «ays the Montreal
Ueagette, wmong our seats of learning, in honouring
literuture for ity own sake. MGl College has
already., it is trae, made M Frechette o Doctor of
Laws, u graceful compliment frum Auglo Cunudian
culture to French Canadian geuius. But Dr. Stewart
is the Arst Anglo Capadlan literateur whose worth
has been recognized by en Anglo Canadian univer-
sitv

QUESTION DEPARTMENT.

Kuowing well that a lange uumber of teachers
through the country can netreachall the books that
are necessary as refereacer, the Jounzan will con
tain a column devoted tothe answering of questions.,
It is desirsble that the questions be state”’ particu-
Iar'y and written legibly 1o avoid any mistahes
occurring In the answers  The questions should be
confined to schiool work and not to generul subjects,
as this paper is to be purely a school journal. In
upening this column it is mecessary to have the
hearty co-operatiun of tenchiers to muke it a success
Any question on theory will be answered in the
editorial columns Al questions will be answered
as promptly as they can be, but we do not bind cur
sclves to answer in the nexs issuo after receipt of
question. The same privilege is ex*ended to sub
scribers othier than teachers.  All comtnumcations
should be addressed “ QuestioN DEPARTMENT,'
JournaL or EpucaTtioy, St John, N. B,

TEACHERS BUREAU.

Uunder this head trustees and teachers will find it
advantageous to make knowa their wants, in order
to commuaicate with cach other.  Trustees in want
of teachers may scod us their nawes in coofldence,
merely stating the district or section in whicb a
teaclier is needed.  Teachers, also, in need of situa-
tions may send ustheir names, cither to be published
or in confldence, merely stating tbat they are onen
for an cngagement, stating class, etc.  Twenty-five
ccots will sccure an inscriion for two moaths.
Teachers and trustees will noufy us as socn as their
object is secured.

WANTED.—A siluation as teacher. Theapplicantis :
a graduate of the Unive.nity of N. 8, and n-
tcads to apply for Gramiunar School license in
December oext. Address “ R F.,” incarcof the
cditor of the JounxatL.

WaxTED.—A situation as Teacher The applicant
is a First Class Femalo Teacher of experionce,
and capable of teachiog English and Freach.
Addreas—1st Class Female Teacher, are of the
Editor of the JounxaL or Epvcatiox

WeaxTxp.—A situation x;—d-;imd by a Sccond Class
Female Teackier, duriog the enauing term.  Ad-

dress— A. LW, St Steplico, N. B.



