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A Chargs delivered g the Groduating, Class of the

Cotum’ vin College, D. G.at the Medical Commence-

menl. March 24, 1827, By Tnoxas Spwarn,

M. D., Professor of Anatemy and Physiology-

GryTreunx —In conmequence of tho absenco of
our venerablo prosidont, it has becoine my duty to
adddress you apon tio present aceasion, on the subject
of your inura} doportment in future life ; a duty which
1 eannot nssumo but with diffidence, as well from the
delicucy of its nuture, as fron: the respousibility which
¢ involves.

"This dny. gentlemen, you cease to be the pupils of
the Columbian Collega; but you assuino a relation
moss important to you, aad sot less interesting to us,
than that whick you have sustamed during the period
of your stuhies. ~ You aro admitied to tho high and
responsihile station of practitioners of medicise, wel-
comed te full followstip, and invited to pasticipate
m ss Jabours and benefits.  You sre sbous to re-
eeive from us tho highest tostimony of confidence,
which the profession can confor.  Wo aro then, gen-
dewen, to soperate, sud you ars to be situnted in
diffes2nt and perhagps in distant pacts of our country.

Tho profession you have chosen will place you i
3 commanding attitudo, nod give you s influcncs in
society far heyond tho sceae o?ymar porsonal labours.
"Tho respousibility you nssusue »s greas, and tho duty

arduous: 1o sustaig them you will require net only|

|

and aceurate an extensive knowledge of the scienco
of medicine, bat you will need the hight of moral
principlo 1o dicect your steps in the vartous aud often
perplexing circumstances in which you will be plac-
ed. Aud permit me, iny young friends, before I place
in your hands the parchment roli which you are to
bhoar away as the evidenco of your attainments and
of our canfidence in your skill—before I place upon
you the final seal of approbation, to bring te your
view, and press upon your consideration, some of
those morat duties which are more particularly in-
volved in the praetico of your professiva.

1. Maintain, gentlemen, asacred regard to truth.
Truth is the great moral bond of society; itis the
very basis of moral character, the element of which
all other virtues are only modifivatians,

 Early in life,”” says Dr. Frankiin, «1 became
convinced that truth, in transactions between man
aad man, was of the utmost unpariance to the hap-
piness of lifo, and I resolved Trom that moment, and
wrate the resolution in my journal, to practise it as
tong as Hived. [know its value, and madeasolemn
engagement with mysolf never 1o depart from it

Tt is derogatory to the influence of the profession,
that the want of veracity has been alledged as the
too frequent vice of medical men; and it should bo
equally mortifying to us, tiat the peculiar nature of
the profrssion has been urged in extenuation of this
despicatlo offence. It is said that the frequent e-
cessity for concealing from the patient or his friends
the nature and dauger of his disease, furnishes an
apology to the physician for tho practics of provari-
eatiotr: but the intellizent, the honourable, and ugh
minded physician, will never thank tho ssorld for
such anapolegy. He needsnot resort to falshood e
shelter him from the charge of esvor, or the want of
skill. He desires not to augment the difficulty of hig
cases, or to enhauce the importance of his cures.

Falsehond 1s the offspring of a dohased and grovel-
hng smind, aod is resorted to only to coves ignerance,
or to conceal the workings of a dishonest heart 3 and
in no character daes it appear more odioye than in
that of the physician.

«Of alt lying,” says Dr. Ioknson, “T have the

reatest abikorrence of telling a lie to a sick man for
ear of alarwing him.” Alt?xough there are many
cases in winch it is highly proper for the physicien
10 encourage the hopes of lus patient, and dissipate
fus & ~rs, there is no ease in which it is justifiable to
do it at \he expense of treth. To conceal from a
dstag man lus situation, not only involves a sactifice
of wruth, but ¢5 1 violation of the highest principles
of honour 1ad justice.

Mai ' o, ceatfemen, in all your intercourso with
your tellow men, a sacred rogard to truth; make it

pow: § ol «tne, . ot shall prove your grand moral
e it i every situation of life.  Remember the fa-
voure maxim of that venerable moralist and phile-
se gt Wiham Pew: A man of veracity," says he,
Wiv s tge 1 op, a bold man, asteady man. Heis
tu ! >susted and relied upen.  No bribes can cor-
rupt b, no fears daunt &im.* Be assured that
whoee the prnsiple is wanting, you will ook in vam
foc sy otler sirtup,

RELIGIOUS AND ETERARY

et

JOURNAL

2. Bo attentive fo-the sufferings of tho pooree—
"This is a virtus for which our profossion has genorally
been highly distinguished, There havo been bt
fow physicians in any age nv country, so moreiloss
as to sithheld their professional servicos fram tho
poor, orso auaricious as 1o exact from them the pit-
tauco necrssary to procure tho comfortsof life.  “T'he
groat and jeo« of our profession, in &% times, have
regarded their attondance on the poor as a duty and
« privilego, and ne ono ever Mithfully administered
to the secossitios of this portion of the costmunity,
without receiving an ameple roward.

Most of our gront men tave laid the foundation of
their ominencs in the expericace they have Jlerived
¢ from un attendance on tho poor, aud o thisclass they
j have been principally indolited for their introduction
110 moro lucrative business.  Sydenham. Boorhave,
Fotlergill, and Rush, furaish eminont examples of
this teuth,

Wherovor your fot may he cast, gentlomen, lot the
poor be the subjocts of your poculiar care ; and while
you derivo a high aatisfection in relieviug their sufl-
erings, their disonses will open to sou a field of ob-
ssrvation and oxperieacs, of the highost impertuace
to you in setiing eut 12 life.

Romembor, too, that you are stewnrds appointed
to dispense the bounties of o munificent Providence,
and that what you bestow on the desorving, while it
is # voluntary gift of your hands, it is a debrthat you
ows, aud are bound in duty to pniv‘. * Cast your
bread upon the waters, and you shall find it after
mapy days'—yes, you shall find it beforo many days.
Be just to the poor, and their gratitude and friend-
ship shall proteet and comfort you, when the ap-
plauses of the great, and tho rewards af the wealthy
»hail cease to follow you, * VWhen the sar heard me
then it bleszed se, and when the oye saw meit gave
watness 10 me.  Because I delivered the poor that
cned, and the fatheriess and him that had nono te
lielp hita. ‘The blessiag of him that was ready to
gansh came vpon me, and I caused the widow's

onrt to sing for joy.”

Besides gratuitous attendance oo the poor, ihero
arc others on whow it will bo equally your duty o
attend without charge, such as the clergy of all denc-
minatians, and therr families; physicians, and the
widows and orphans of physicians; and especially
mdigent straogers who are taken sick from home.
Al persons devoted 1o the improvement of scicuce,
morals, and religien, or who are connected with in.
stitntsons for the melioration of the condition of may,
will have peculiar tlaims upon your professional ser-
vicos, when they are placed in circusnstances of in-
digence.

3. In your professional interccusse, assideously
cultivate a pure and elevated styie of conversation,
urbanity and gentleness of manner, and kindness of
heart. ‘Theso are virtues that adorn thy medical
practitianer, and it is deoply rugretted that teo often
they compose no part of fus character. The practi-
cal Juties of the physician, the tender and often beart-
rendiug scenes e is called to witness, the oucicty
with which ho is to mingle, all unite to render thewn
indispensible to the proper discharge of his duty.—
Indeed, «o0 just au estimate does the comununity place
upon these qualifications, that but few physicians
who have been charactarized by vulgar and profane
language, rude and uticburteous manners, or an un-
feeling heavt, have evor possossed the confidencs and
affection of their paticnts, or the respect of the pub-
tie.

Study, genslcmen, so 1o unite in your dspostmens
teadesness with frminess, condescension. wits dignity,
sedateness of munrer with cheerfulness of spinit, as
to inspyre the 1nsnds of yous patieats, with coufidence,
geatitude, and respect,

4. Maintain a due ebservanve of the sabbath. It
is a stigma oa the profession. thot this sacred day,
set apart for the most unportant purposes, has bocn
s¢ Tutle regarded by medical men.  Instead of a day
of vest and devotion, it has beer teo often & day of
gmfessiona% study, or devoted to such dutics as could

o performed m‘ually woll on other days of the week.
Todeed, some physicians have beesn in the habit of
resorving el thewr consuldnf; visits for tho sabbath,
0 far as citeumstances would 1dmii, and of appro-
priating this day to ths performing of such surgical
oporations as do not require immedisto attention, and
for nio ather roason thaa because ivisa day of loisure,
on which ths members of the profession can mord
conve nonUy be assembled.  But she: practies it is
beli «ed, is subsiding in our countryyandthessbbath

is o gonorally rospectod than it has beenia tinies
past.

The ohisorvance of tha salihath, and an attondance
onsuch dovotional exercises as are within your veach,
is n duty your are bound to perforin es far as is com-
prublo with the urgeney of the cases committed to
your care: rud it will soldem happon that your enses
are 80 urgent, o your practico so oxtensive, as not
to be disposed of during the interval of public wor-

ship.

Br. Rush used to say that ko naver kaow 1 timo
whon his professional businoss in Philadelphin did
net admit of lis attendance on public worshup, at
lorat hutf of tho dury, and he never failed o inculeate
tho importance of this duty on his pupils.

Another custous, rocommendod and practised by
thiy distinguished philanthropist and physicien, will
be cqually worthy of your imitation, as soon 88 your
circumstances will admit, that of bestowing all sub~
hath fees on ebjocty of charity.

§. Bo gunrded agoinst infide} sentimonts. When
we cotider the Eecu!inr charaeter of sur profession,
as displayed in the wonderful structure and organis
zation of maus, in the varidus functions of bis body,
dhoir necossary connection and mutual dependeace,
the whole animated by an invisiblo Agent, onabhing
every pari ta act in harmony with tho rest, and sub-
jeet to tho countrol of un intelligeut Principle, alt of
which bear tho visible impress of o divine Hand {
and whon, teo, we comtemglate the profession as
oxhibited in the scenery of the death-bed, in tha
deep sepontance of the profligate, and in the dying
con}ession of the infide}, aod thess appalting circum-
stanges placed in contrast with tho animating hopes
of the Chrisuan, the serenity of his Jast moment,
the unshaken coufidence that nerves his spirit in its
passago through tho dark vale, al} of whick como
under the view of the physictap, there would seem
to bo no necessity for adnonishing you vn this sub-
ject.,

Yet, undor all these circurnstances, same of the
members of our grofossion have imbibed infidel prin~
ciples ; insamuch that it bas been seriously ques-
tioned whether there was not something inkerent in
the science itself, calculated to originate and cherish
a dishelief in a divine sgency.  But the centiment iy
as unfounded as it is vaphilosephicel. Both the
study and the practice of medicine, aro glike calen~
lated to tmpress the candid amind with & conviction
of the existence of the Supreme Being, and 1o ex~
cite the highest admiration of us power, wisdom,
and beaeficence.

Whatever iay have been the moral and religioua
state of the profession in other times, and in other
countrics, its present conditica, aud particufasly in
the United States, shows us that there is no neces-
sery ceanection between the science of medicine aud
skepticism ; and it must bo geatifying to the profes-
sion to recognise the fact, that all the most eminent
physicians of our country opealy espouse the Chris-
tiun religion. defend its doctrines, and give the whole
weight of their influence in support of moral and
religious instituticns.

Remember that the way of infidelity is downward,
and that when you once enter it, every succeeding
step will urge you onward with increasini celority.
Fow have tred this dark aod fearful path, and ro-
turned to warn others of its fatal tormination.

Fiee, gentlemen, that chilling system of phitosophy
which sees in the upiverse so design, in sdvarsity uo
tendency 10 goad, in fuwrity no gleams of hope, and
in heaven no Creator, Benefacter, Father, or 3ndge.
Study daily the cractes of divine truth, and whilo
you examwine the pages of the sacred volums, open
{;our minds to the conviction of its evidences, pd

o guided hy its precepts. .

6. Observe strict temporance in the use of ardént
spint. 'Thece is no subject, gentlemen, on which 1
wauld irtreat you with more earnesiness than upan
this. Itis a vock on which many of our profession
have foundered—a whirlpoo! into which meny of
them have been drawn.

The habits and the orcupation of the physicien
axposs him pecabarly to the vicsof inemperance.
‘Fhe arducusness and the irrogularity of his business,
his exposure to the vicissitudes and inclemencies of
the scason, the interroption o the hours of repose,
all scem ¢o call for refreshment, and jurnish his
feiends with an apology for constently usging upon
hirn tho vse of ardent apirit. Haut, gentlemen, bor
waro how you yield to such solichiations. Though

thore may seem to be ne donger at fret, whes it is



