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A FANTASY.

[Sziggcsted b>' a pidiztre by 1E/Itii 1, éddet.]

I.
In a land of Lwiliit an(I dim slia-dos,

Lying aJonc, ivhcrc no mani wandcrcth
l3etttwcn the gray Sand dunes and Sait sena meadoli's,

The pale shades mcct some short space after death-
Gibbcr and fiee along the wind-swept place,
Knowving noa home-loth dwciicrs in cold space.

il.

Sbadows that fail, and fade, and arc no more,
Waiiing a dirge likc wiid winds in the recds,

Along some lonc>', wave-washed, wvinter shore;
Shricking along the tva> that nioherc Icads-

Sivif.tly thcy pass, and s0 arc dleanl rorgot,
Mrcting but shades, that knawo% cachi other flot.

* J.A. R.
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C0NC] ~.PER.

A feu' more wvords a rg ff t ncd bc said on Lbc
sul Ject of behiaviour in a sliglht sketcht ie the present.
It may sccrn probablc tat %,-ry littie can be donc ta
tcach inanners ta those vilo have grown La maniîood
and womanltood, but titis is not altogether truc. Cer-
.-ainlIy there arc di fferences u'bicli can hiardly cvcr bc era-
dicated bctwecn thase wlto have hlad the idvantages of
careful, carly training and those who hiave misscd it ; but
tliere is muchi tiîat may bc donc evcni for those wvlo have
itad tc mast uinfavourable social surrounding-s iyub
muclimaybc correctcd. evenl if wc canniotcntircly rcform.

At Ieast, this must be the case if w~hat ive have said
of inanners is truc, that iL is not a mere surface polisit, or
a niere v'cnc-.ring wvhich bides the real matcrial of wvhich
we arc made. If it is more titan tis, if it is titeoutcomc
of wvhat wc arc ini oursclves, in mind, character, tempeCr,
then, Just as the inward disposition may bc transforincd,
so a transformation may bc cfrectcd in the deportmcnt
of the outwvard man.

And iL is with te inu'ard part tat %ve must begin.
If wc wvould bc cc,-irtcouis, we must biave te courteous

imid ; the thiotightftulncss for others w~hicli bcspcaks the
unsclfisbi mian, the consideration for thc intcrests, anid
the prcfèenccs, and te feelings of those who are about
uis, whichi shows that we arc capable of self-forgetfulncss
and a genuitîc i,îtcrest in others.

Mient, along %vitlt this, a mtan's (anîd still more, if pas-
siblc,.I worn.tls ir'untiers)shiould be natural and untaflected.
And tinfortuna-te.y it is generalf), imagùîezl that it is a verv
easy, simple thing te be naturai, wvhile tc reverse of ail
titis is much nea',t:r tite trutit. Paradoxicai as it may
sem to anc w~ho considers te mere wards apart from
actual experience, tnost pecople arc naL naturai. Chl-
dren arc snatural, and old peopile arce craily natural.
But betwecn titese two ',..\treinities of Ituman life only
wcll-bred people are riaturai. Plenty of people arc
rougi, and bluff', and off-bianded, and titis passes for
nature witit otiters; ; and, noa doubt, it is tltc nature,
or the outcome of te nature w'e are tbitîking about ; but
iL is utot the nature which we sitouid likec Lo bc ours.

Wlien w~e ernerge fromn clîildhood wc become self-
cansciaus and constraincd. Mhen cornes a ime %vben
tc spontaousness of cari>' youth is no longer quite

satisfactory Lo ourseives, and still less is it acceptable ta
others. To some men, but nat very many, and perhaps
some %women, iLt ~ven La bc natural througlt life, but
not ta the majoi le average young man, for in-
stance, 's; not na tux %- %i itlher awkward or affected.
Tic laicks simpl:cîty, lic is too canisciaus of hiimself.
1 t is ouiy wvhen bis awk*l*dnicss is ciippcd,and pruned,and
affectation geLs beaten cq&Uw iti by an imîi' ticn* world,
or his own improved sense or taste discavers iLs absurdity,
that lie becomes. natural. A nman leaves itis irst nature
behind him with biis chidhood ; it is oftcn a long Lime
before lic gains bis second nature.

Again, in gaad bebiaviaur thecre must be a certain
regard for the customs or thc socicty to whicbi we bciong.
It is eAy to rai, against con vcntionality, ; and if by con-
ventionality bc meant faiscness, unrecaiity, Uheic re
parrot-likec repetition of other people's; words and ways,
then Jet us have donc with it as soon as possible. IL is
an c iil and a pestiient tIiing. X'eL it niay be desirabie to
follow custom or evcn the risliion. And on titis
general question wc arc ail agrced, aithougli uc may use
differcat l.anguage- in speakcing about iL. The mast un-
cercmonious man, tc most flagrant violator of coriven-
tionial propricty, wvill bc as mucli offcnded as the most
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