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lited States, enrcering- into details, and shlouiln
the iunlirnited mniscliief iiniidelity is doing, in these
counitries.

Mr. J. B3. Stewktrt contilned the argument on
the affirinative side. Hie clajînec that infidelity,
w'viîile au evil in itself, is ofteiî iii the end rend-
ered benielicial to the Ohurcli of Christ ; wlîereas,
the ineonisi:;tenýcies of Christians arc an uniniti-
gated evi1. Iniiidelity has forced helievers to
examine critically the -rounds of thoir fiîith, and
to write bookzs without number ini delènce or the
truith, and iin confirmation, of the religion of Jesus.
But as a force directed a2ýainst ti h ur i it is

* feeble anîd inie1ièctive because a mnere iîegation;
* it is destructive and not, constructive; it denies

evetything-, but -ives inothiing to satisfy the crav-
ings of the huiani soul, and oftet dlies by its own

nialignity; it is, iii fatt, only one of the baleful
effects of Christian inconsistency which has
wrought untold rmin; it is seen ini ail the deno-
inations, and iii a Nyholesaie formn in the Romuish
Churcli, wbich ensiaves illions by lier super-
stitions.

Mr. James Robertson opposed this view of the
subject ini a spirited mauner. Hie contended that
iinfidelity is the greater source of evii to the
chuarch, just because it is ail active and destruc-
tive force. It iays -%vaste, %vtliout remorse and
witiî cruel delight, the fairest works of ministers
and inissionaries; it poisons ail founltinfs of
thought, and corrupts and, blighlts the lives oi
countless thoiisands of the youth of ail lands.
The Ohurch lias shown hier appreciation of this
fiict by the learning, the ability and eniergy she
bîrings to the task of wvriting books and delivering
lectures and sermons ùgaiiist inifidelity. w'hat; is
the ineaning of the long curriculum she prscis
to candidates for the rainistry ? It is well-kcnown
that it is ini a larg-.e mneasure to prepare thein, iiot
eiiinply to preac.h the gospel, but ziso to bc valiaiît
dellenders of the faith, to ineet and to repel Uic
deadiy attaclis of ilidceiity.

Br]ayne closed the debate bv briefly auîd
pointedIy reviewing the argumiiients*of his oppon-
eiits. The chaimnian then put the question to, the
meeting, wvhich decided. ini favour of the aflirmn-
ative. The speaking througliout -was effective,
rellectcd the highest credit on the Society' and
caiied forth frequeut bursts oi appiaube froin the
audience.

After music by the choir, Mr Arcli. Lee gave a
ip-citatioin eintitiea, Il The Otiaw%,," with much
dramatie poweir. The chairman havixîg ini a few
well-clîoseni -, ords expressed his satisfaction with
tht' proceeaings of 'the evening, the beniediction
'%vas proniouuied by Principal Macvicar. and the
audience disper3ed. J. Hl. M.
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OURt PROFESSORS-IIi.

The Rev. D)aniel Coussimat, B.A., B.D., Frenchi
Professor of Theology and liniletics.

The visit to our province of M. Plevoillaud, the
well-knowni advocate-, editor and orator, lias cxcitedl
and stimillated. a very conisiderable interest ini the
l'White Fields of Frantce." A flke iinterest lias been
awakeined in Outario by the 11ev. 1.1r. Dods, of the
McAII Mission, Paris. We shouild hope this iii-
terest may be fosterfed( and greatly increased, and
assume a permanent and highly practical form.
But, while cotiineîîingi sympatlîy with Old
France, wc would recommcnd greater sympathy
with New France. Distance lends enchantmnent
to the view; we grow enthusiastic, become senti-
mental, as ini imagination we gaze upon those
-%%hite fields of France, when, at the same time,
ail the eloquemîce, literature anid labour of the
Frenchi Board of Evangelizatiomi cainot -et us
evemi as mucli as to lift up our heads and open our
bliiid eyes to sec tlîat in the New Franice at our
very door the fields are aiready white unto the
harvest, ready for the sickle, but the labourers are
fcwv. A truc recognition of this fact means more
thaii symnpathy-it demands <'ilr"It means
more thail a vapid. enthusiasm, it requires steru
seif-denial. - paiinstalcing, prayerful, protracted
labour. Our Church is beginingi tardily to me-
cogize her responisibility iii this matter. At the
iast Genleral Assembly a step was made ini the
direction of' wisc and systematie effomÉts on behaif
of the Frenchi Evan îgeliyation by the appointment
to the French Chair of Theology andl Homiletics
i the Presbyterian Coliege, Moiraof Daniel

Coussirat, B.A., B.D., the subýjeet of this sketch.
HIe is an ?~xitie froin the soutlîern skies and sunny
plains or Uhc Province of Gasc.ogne, iii rirance,
ini the Depaitmnit of Lot-et-G-aronne, hiaviing
been borni on the .5th Xirdh, 1841, in the loveiy
towýn, of N érac ou thc River Baise, ini the rich
and fertile bosom of the classic Garonne. Ilu
1L859 lie received the diegree of ILA. at the close
ofhis literary course iii the Académie of Toulouse.
and thc saine ycar lie eut ered the Theological
College orh'Montauban, graduatiing witb. tie de-
grrec of B.D. iii 1864, iii wvhicl. year lie was or-
dained as a pastor of the Reforined Chiurch of
Franice, actin.g as suffragant ýa-sbistanit) minister for
a fcw mnonths at Bellocq in the Departmeut of
Basses Pyrénées. But evemi ini that southermi


