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Ponutiful Threads of Gold,
BY ANNA T, GRANNINY,

v vy thom into 8 work-n-duy lifo,
“f{muzuul thruml_n of gold !
A st o joy, with n strand of strifo,
Aud yot, the hands that hold
Ay fashion them out into patterns rate,
Destgna of beauty, now and fair,
111l tho Mastor-Weaver finds them thore,
In beautiful threads of gold.

{Veaving them In with a pationt hand,
Boautiful tareads of gold 1
Filiing thom in as the Artist planned
When Heo 1aid lifo’s sombre fold,
Weaving them in with the homelicst cares,
Over somo burden another bears,
Gilad that the Master-Weaver sparei
Some beautiful threads of gold,

Weaving them in with the hopes and fears,
Beautiful throuds of gold ¢
Brighter the gold of the thread appears,
As the web of life grows old,
Weaving them in with s smile and song,
Wonderful threads, so fine and strong,
Unider the good and over the wrong,
Weavo beautiful threads of gold.

Veaving them in with a watchiul eye,
Beautiful threads of gold !

To shine across where the shadows lie,
When the web is all unrolled.

Weaving them in when the Mastor's call

Let thelbright threads break, and the shuttle

fall,

And angels como down to gathe- them all,

Lifo's broken threads of gold |
—Good Cheer.

e o sty - G- Qmsansrrore e e

A Glass of Wine,

A rargk pmity of excursioniss,
gusts of the company, were in an
Arkansaw railway traio, en route to
visit the advertised lands of a famous
pine district. Buskets of champagne
had been providod, snd the excursion
ists, in that unrestrained conviviality
which steals along so gently with the
alloged juice of the grape, soon became
unsb o to distinguish une kind of land
trom another or to recognize the differ-
ence between a pine jog and a sycamore
sapling,

At & way station a young man
boarded the train and took the only
vacaut seat in tho car, beside a rather
old gentleman who did not seem to
jom m the festiviti s of the intoxicated
tecarion,

“Join us, cap'n,” eaid a red faced
fellow, handing him a glass. ¢ Fill ’er
up to the brim, ’ pouring out the seeth-
aig enemy to « clear head, “Bverythir g
gees,” and ho passed on in answer to
the summons of an uplifted gl ss ab
tho other end of the car. Just as the
young man was about to drink, theold
gentlemnn said :

“Wi:l you wait until I tell you a
story before you drink that?”

The young man looked up in surprise
at the old gentleman.

“I weu't detain you long. This
reminds me so much of something that
ceeurred years ago in my life that 1
cannot refrain from speakiug of it.

His oarnest manner impressed the
yorug man, and as he heid up the
glass and lookd for a moment at the
*hining beads arising from its stom-like

st m, he roplied :

“Yes, L will wait.” .

“Toank you,” and in a manner
8l more impressive the old man
bozan: ¢« had boen away from homu
8 number of years sud w-8 returning
on a steamboat, when I fell in with &
party very much like this one. ( haw-
bagie was ag free as water, and with
that deceitful iuen ot hospitality which
wine ingpires, I was onjoined to drink.
I shuddered atthe thought. My father
had died & drunkard and my eldest
rothor was in a drunkard’s grave, I
hal gver been mober, and my mother,
the gontlest of women, looked to me

s the solaco of her feobla years, the
ono cmbodiment of purpos s, ro oned
from the wresk «f our houschold ghip.

“1 gay that I shuddered in thy mereo
contempl .tion of taking the wine which
thay insi-ted that I should, and to
creaps the noisy orowd I went to my
gtate-rcom: but this was no sateguard
agaiunt their hilarious prrsistency, for
they beat upon the door and declarcd
that if I did not come ont they wonld
beat it down. Thus I was compellid
to join them, but stili I refused to
diink, Finlly, a very respectable-.
looking and quiet old gontleman said
to mo :—¢Tuke & glass or 803 it won's
hurt you; a little champagne is no
moro hurtful than a little water., H re
—' and he fil'ed a glass and handed it
to me. I drauk, and soon felt that the
old man had well advised me, for I
felt no inconvenience, but, on the con-
trary, decidedly improved. I took
another and another, and the crowd
seemed to be less noisy, I went with
the men who bad knocked on my door,
and prevailcd on another young man to
drink, I laughed immoderately, and
thought that I had never lefore seen
80 gay & company. Once my mother's
often-ropeated words, ‘My son, I
would rather see you in your coffin
than to see you drunk,’ sounded like o
distant knell, ringing from away back
in childhood, but they became tainter
and fainter until at last I heard no
warning. The old man who had
advised me to drink, came fo me and
said, ‘Lock here, you have had enough
wine!’ I had become rich, X knew
well enough that I had but little money,
but somehow I was rich., The boat
seemed to be flying down the river, and
I laughed at the trees as they seemed
to whirl aling the bank., I bad a
great acheme on hand, and after that
was going to drink nothing but wine.
I thavked the old wan time and again
for introducing me to drink so delight-
ful a beverage, snd thought what fools
men were to toil in discontent when
they could drink wine and b huppy.
After a while the pleasurable feelings
left me, and were supplanted by sicken-
iug sensations,

%My head swam so that I could
scarcely see anything. W ile I was in
this condition the beat reached my
landing. I saw a hck, heard half
familiar voices, and then I raw a face,
ghastly pale. I was whirled away in
the hack, and saw the ghastly face
again, and heard groans of despair.
In the night some one tried to wvouse
me, but in vain, At morping I awoke
with a foverish thirst, and in that
horror and shame—that feeling which
conviuces a man of his unworthizass
to live—I o ept ouf of bed aid down
stairts. I could not go into mother’s
room. 1 could not bear to see the
fuco I had mado ghastly. I went to
the well to cool my burning brow.
There I met one of the servaut~, an old
negro who had romped with me on his
shoulders when I wwg a boy. The old
man did not look at me when I
approached, and turning to him I said,
“Uncle All, dmn't treat me this way.
I know I ought to die, but I hope to
make you all torget this.! Tears were
streaming down hisface, Turairg and
pointing &> the house he gaid in o voico
of trembling emotion: ¢ Mars' Jobn,
Mars'J hu, may the Lawd fergib yer!’
I waited for no move, A tevritle dread
geized me. 1 ran to the honse snl
hurried into mother's room. Grest
God! she lay chere dead! I kised
her ghastly face and cried aloud in

my anguish, The 100m swam hefore
me and I fell insensible to the fluor
When I rguined conseciousness, old
Alf was gitting by tho bedeide. Tho
gimstly face had gone into the ground,
but [ saw it g ill, T cursed a fute that
had not sent me home in a coffiv, and
cven now, after lo g years, I wish that
1 bad been taken homn dead. Now,
young man, you may dri: k your wine,”

“No! nol” I exclaimed, throwirg
the wino frem the window, “I am
going home to s e my mother and
press the wawm red lips of love,
Thank God, that you have saved her
fuco from ghastliness,”

et B ¢

Work and Play.
HOUSEWORK FOR GIRLS.

Oxe of the features in Southern
sociul life which struck Northern vis
itorn to the New Orleans Exhibition as
novel and unexpected was the common
habit of forming larg: households by the
union of different branches of tho same
family, and the apportionment of labor
among the ladies,

In a family of thre~ or four marvied
sisters or sisters-in-law, one, for ex-
ample, suprrintends the cooking, an-
other the dairy, another the sewing,
and a fourth the care of the chambers;
while such duti's as cake-making, pre-
serving, and looking siter the poultry
usually all to the young gir's. Circum-
stances have charged the character
of 8 uthern women; and instead of
the luxurious idle languor which we
imagine w8 the atmosphere of their
+unny humies, we find the busy hum of
industry,

Tue question was publicly suggested
lately how muc housework should an
elucited young girl be expected to do?
A wrilliant woman jruinalist ceplied in
ffect, *“Only tvat which she cannot
hire others to do for her” ¢ Mrs
Carlyle,” she says, *“ would hav: been
more dignified 1f she had let grates go
unp lished and kept her fingers white
and her tempaer sweet.”

Housework is almost a lost art
among educated American girls, Their
mothers unle-s pos «ged of large means,
wero early taught to sweep, to dust, ts
make bels and co k, besides darning,
hemming, felling, and other mysteries
of thn needle, They learned how to
keep heir stoves bright and tLeir tem-
pors swae .

In G rmany tha noblest fraulein. gnes
through an  apprent ceship in the
kitchen and chambers to make her a
compiote hiusewife, This Germau
training i1 Quesn Victoria’s family
enabled the Priincess Liouise, when in
Cuanada, to astont:h her guests with
ptes and om lettes of her own making

American girls are apt to look upon
such employments as vulgar and be-
hittling.  Yet the G¢ vmun matron, who
is m her kitchen vatil noon, discusses
politics in her salon in the evening
with an accuracy of kunowledge wh ch
we fear our woren could barely equal.

Afcer all, d es the embroidey ot &
hand-screen really call for more artistic
skill than the compoundirg of a lucent
j iyt Oc does :ho spoiling of fresh-
baked chiva with m diocre paintirg
demand higher intellectual power than
the thorough organiration and control
of & hourshold in its minutest detail?

Would it not be wise for our girls,
in choosing tho wcmin’s work before
them, to consider which duties are
zoally the tithes of anise and cumin,
aud which the weighti r matters of tha

law & ~Youtl's Companion.

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER,
STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY,
B.C. 587.] LESSON VI, [Feb. 7.
Tue Fikry FURNACE,
Dan 8, 16-28. Commit vs, 18-28,
’ GoLpey TEXT.

Our Ged whom we serva is able to deliver
‘ll; from the burning fiery furnace,—Dan. 3,
' CEeNTRAL TRUTH,

God will deliver in the hour of temptation
and trouble those who are faithful to him.

DaiLy READINGS,
M. Dan. 2. 1.23, Tu., Dsn, 2. 24.49,

W, Dan. 3 1-15, Tk, Dan. 8, 16-30. F
1 Pet. 4. 12-19, Sa. Matt. 5, 10-20. Su.
Rev. 3. 1-13.

Timg —18th year of Nebuchadnezzar, B C,
587 About 18 years after the last lesson ;
snd near the time of the fall of Jerusalem
(Les. 4).

Praoe.—The plain of Durs, about five
miles south-cast of Babylon,

INTERVENING HisTorY.—Soonafter Daniel
and his friends had become officers in Nebu-
chadnezzar's kingdom, Daniel had an oppor-
tunity to show hia wisdom by revealing and
interpreting a dream for the king. Then
Daniel was made chief ruler, and %\il three
friends were exalted to uigﬁ office at his
request,

Herrs over HARD Pracks.—1. The golden
imagye was erected on the plain of Dura, §
miles from Babylon. It waez 60 cubits (90
feet) high, und 6 cubits (9 feat) broad. This
includes the pedestal. It was probably of
wood or clay, and covered with plates of

old. Diodorus tells us of three golden
mages in the tetaple of Bel at Babylon,
worth, with their altars of gold, $86,000,000.
2, The inauguration—The officers and chief
men from all parts of the empire were
summoned to Babylon, and compelled to
bow down and worship before the golden
image, on pain of being cast into the fiery
furnace. hen the music sounded, all
bowed before the image except the three
men who were with Danlel in our last lesson.
16. Shadrach, etc—See last lesson. Said to
the king—When they were summoned to
him for not worshipping the image. 17. If
it be so—1If God sces this to be best. 19, Full
of fury—(1) Because their conduct was in
direct disobedience to his command. (2) It
interfered with his plans of unifylng the
empire, (3) It was against his religion. (4)
It seemed a bad example to his subjects,
90 Fiery furnace—Such aswasused for smelt-
ing metals; a hole in the top into which the
men were cast, and an opening in the side,
throngh whicn vhey were seen, and came

forth, 21. Bound—'With iron chains (Jer.
40. 4). Coals—A long robe. Husen-—Inner
tunic, Hats—Rather, cloaks. These are

mentioned because they were combustible,
and yet were not brrned, 24. 4 fonded—
Astonished. 256 The Son of God—A son of
God, a divine being, an angel (v. 28.)

Svpykors ¥or Special  REports.—The
intervening history.— lhe three men.—The
golden image.— The inauguration ussembly,
—The objeut of Nebuchadnezzar.—Tke fiery
furnace.— Religious principle.—The modern
golden image and ficry furnace,—How God
still delivers his peoy le.—The effect on our-
sclves and others of standing by our prin-

ciples,
QUESTIONS.
INTRODUCTORY,—What opening toward

usefulness and renown came to Daniel soon .

after our last lesson? What cifices did he
and his three friends hold after that? How
many years between those events and the
lesson Tor to-day ! What prophets lived at
thix time? Who was kin% of Judah? What
great event took placo there, not far from
this time ?

Susskcr : SERvING GoD AT ANY CosT.

1. Tur GorbrN IMAqE.,— What plan did
Nebuchadnezzar form to consolidate his new
empire? Doscribe the golden image. Where
was it placed? Who were sumrroned to
worship it? What punishment waa threat.
ened to those who should refuse?

1I. Tur Mexy or Trux ReLierovs Prixn-
JIPLE (va. 16-18),—What three men refured
to worship the image? What other proof of
religious principle had they shown before?
What office did they now hold ? (Dan. 2.
49,) Give us an account of their summons
before the king. What was their reply to
his demand? Did they know that God would

——




