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PLEASANT HOURS.
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. SUYING AND SELLING IN THE
TEMPLF.

BY ROBIN NKRRY.

I8 the worship of the ancient Jews
thousands of animals were requived
every yoar for sacrdices.  These con
smisted of oxen, sheep, lnmbs, and kids ;
anl pigeons and doves also were vsed.
Muny of the Jews lived seattered
among the cities of ditferent natious;
sl thousands of them came, especially
at the time of the great feasts, to
Jerusdem to  worship.  They could
not bring with them the sacrifices they
desired to offer, and so must buy them
after they came to Jerusalem.  Their
offerings of money, also, in the temple,
hud to be Jewish coin.  But as they
lrought with them coins of other
coutries, they lud to exchange these
< Jewisli money to make their offer-
g So it becamo desirable that
somewhere there should be a place for
buying unimals for offerings, aud that
someiwhere there should be Lanks of
exchnnge where they could oltain
Jewish money, What, then, could be
niore convenient or better, so thought
some, than that places be provided in
the outer courts of the temple for this
husiness? Accordingly, they were so
provided. Butit wasa violation of the
sacred character of the temple to trans.
act any basmess thervin or within its
cout ta, even thouyh it were done for a
good and necesary purpose and in the
name of religion.  Jesus did not ap-
prove of it . and s when he came to the
temple av the tine of the great Pass
over, and saw those people at their
business, e diove them away, and
overthiew thuir tables on which they
lnid their wmoney for exchange. It
, was.an unexpected and terrible uct of
judgment upon them. John gives
theaccount ofitin the following words :

“And the Jews' passover was at
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
and found in the temple those that
sold oxen and sheep und doves, nud
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the changers of money sitting: and
when he isd made & scourge of small
cords, he drove them all out of the
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen;
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and poure!l out the changers' money.
and overthrew the tables; and said

BUYING AND SELLING IN THK TEMPLE,

things hence ; make not my Father's
Liouse a house of merchandise.”

The example of Jesus in this should
teach us that the house of the Lord is
a holy place, and that ull business,
fairs, suppers, or sanles of any kind,
though held for making woney for the
church, or for any good cause, are a
violution of the sucredness of the Lord’s
house.

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.

STUDIKS IN THE PSALMS AND DANIRL.

B.C. 1015.) LESSON VI.
DRLIGHT IN GOD'S HOUSK.

Paalm 84. 1-12. Meniory verses, 9:12,
Goroky Trxz.

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house.
—Psalm 84. 4.

CrsTRAL TRUTH.

Blessings without number are found in
the house of God.

Hxres Ovkr HArD Praoes,

Amiable ~Lovely. Tabernacles—The hol

tent ueed for worship; the Church ; plural,
because it had several parts. /osa~Of
men, angels, stars.  All the powers of the
world. Sonl, .. earth. .. flesh—~The wholo
person.  Sicallowr a nest ~Not as a sign of
ncglected or ruined alturs; but people, rest-
less like these binly, can find & home in
God's house  J)well—Not an oceasional
visitor, but steady attendant. SilaA—An
mterhude for musical instruments. In ichose
heart are the ways —In whose affections are
the ways to Zion. These verses (5-7) de-
scribe the pilgrimage to Jetusalem at one
of tlhic annual feusts. Good men’s hearts
are God's highways for good thoughts and
feelings, for God's influences upon other
people.  Valley of Baca -Valley of weep-
ing, or sorrow, A well—A fountain of joy.
The pools—The dry places fitted to receive
water shall be filled with rain. Better:
**The rain covers it with blwings," ver-
durve, and fruits. God our shield—OQur
defender against temglution and danger.
God is @ sun—The light of the world; the
wonrce of all comfort and power. Grace—
The favour of God. Glory—Is the outward
manifestation of hisgrsce ; true honour.

Find iu this leason—

‘The value of the Sunday-school,

How much to love God and his houss..
Where to find rest and home.

\What two things God will be to us.
A\Who aro blessed.

(May 8.

, unto them thnt sold doves, Tuke these

Review Exencise.

1. For what did the Psalmist fong? * For
social worship in God's house.” 2 Wha
blessings would he find there * ¢ Rest, home.
strength, a praiseful spirit, God, grace, aul
glory.” 3 What is said of the hlesings of
religion® (Repeat ver. 10.) 4. To what is
God likened? *T'o the sun and to u shield.”
5. What will he give to those who tanst
in him? *Grace aud glory and evety good
thing.”

CATECHISM QUrSTION,

20. What are the privileges of sonship?

They are—the lilierty to call God Father,
the inward witness of being his children,
and the title to the Clhiristian inheritance.

And because ye aro sons, tiod sent forth
the Sphiit of his Son into our hearts, cry-
ing, Abba, Father. So that thou art no
longer & bLoudscrvant, hut « sou ; und if
:on‘.3 t;neu an heir through God.—Galations
4.
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THOUGHTFUL OF HER MOTHER.

Tux whole world is not being de.
voured by its own selfishuess and
greed, by any means. There is much
of the spirit of self-deninl and self-
sacrifice left in the human henrt. "The
philanthropic movement in our 'arge
cities are as noble as they are pmc.
tically helpful. These Inrger charities
often bring to light instances of devo-
tion and self-sacritice thut ave patheti-
cally beautiful,

‘The Children’s Penny Dinner Asso-
ciation of London is the outgrowth of
the desire to meet the wants of thous.
ands of childven of the world’s me.
tropolis who are absolutely confronted
Ly starvation, and whom want and
privation render so impaired in vitality
that hundreds die yearly from disease
resulting from this cause.  Tickets
ure given or sold to the children, and
when they present them they are fur.
nished with a good, wholesome dinner.

One terribly bleak day last winter,
a little half-frozen child presented her
ticket, value two cents, which made
her the owner of & seat at the dinner
table. The little one looked famished,
weird, worn out, one would have said,
with starvation; but the plate of
appetizing roast mutton remained un-
touched before her. Observing this,

tones of kindly accent if she could not
oat a little,

“You look so hungry, dear,” she

a lady went up to her and asked in|

suid ; “don't you like the roast imut.
ton1”

The little one raised a pair of blue
eyes to her fuce, and said, * O, yes,
ma'am, hut—"

“Well, dear, what?”

“ But, please, wi'am, the new haby’s
come, and mother's so dreadiul weak,
and I--"

The child hesitated, then, gathering
confidence from the kindly siile that
met her glance, added —

“X thought it would do her good.

Tears came into the eyes of the
kind-hearted woman, to whom the
little waif made known her nnxiety to
provide something fur the comfort of §
her mother, and in less tine than it
takes to tell it the unseltish child lind
a promiss of a *“dinner for wother,
But it was not till shie had the wssur
anoe that she would have some of the
feast to carry home that she would
hegin to eat, though it was evident
that she was even then half-famished |
for the necessavies of life. Truly, the
little unknown London waif had the’
soul of a heroine, and lier example ix’
ona that should inspire all heuarts to
gond deeds and unscltishness,
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Revenence in dealing with the:
“ible sliould alwavs characterize the:
Subbath school teacher,  Thete s a.
tendeney too often to treat even the!
most sacred themes in a light and flip-
pant way. To encourage or permit’
this is to weaken the influence of the;
Seripture on the minds and hearts of §
scholars, : )

Something New!

CERTIFICATE OF HONOUK!
PLEDCE ‘

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

A beautiful design, printed in black
s0ld, with floral ornamentation — xixy
111 x 84 inchica—with the following Tempory
uuce pledge:
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¢1, the wndersigned, do Aeredy
pledge myself to abstain from all
intoxicating drinks of every name or
kind, snclwling malt, brewed and
Sermented lignors, and notto pariake
of the same or furnisk them (o others
as a beverage, and to endeavour, by
all means within my power and by ;4§
my influence, Lo promote and advance
the Temperance Cunee in every Aow-
3 ourablevay: Witncas my signature,” *
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Blanks are left for name of school, dal
and date, signature of scholar, and ik
signatures in witness of the officers of tid
achool. :

Price. 25 cents each. Per dogen,

Seud for a sample of this beautiful
Certificate.
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