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Prom the charge of the deferioration ot
truth by thus blending 0 wah error, So
crates etands « xempred.  Not merely dud
this dlustrions sage teach that the goal
wnmortal, buty as v jaely remwrked by Dr
Good, *from the lucrd and invaluable Mg-
sopantaa of his deeple Xenuphon, we
have Iustorical geound< for lieming, that
whatever may have veen the trun of hws
reasonin@, it 1e.d lnm to a geueral as urance,
that the human goul iz athed o0 the Divae
Bemg, not by a particapation of eszence, but
by a simtlanty of natare’  Just howeser
as were his genoral views upan tins no-
mentous pont, and apparentty breathmy,
at timnes, ol spiration, they do not appear
ever to have acqmred that stabiny neces-
eary W preclude the sobeitades of ocea-
sional wdectsion, It s andeed a maest
mteresting surht to behold this venerable
man dehberately preferrmye deah to a pu.!
allamimous campromse o1 priveiple, amd
just as he rases the pusoned cup to fue
lips to hear hum say, ** 1 derive contidence
from the hope that somethnnge remaias for

‘tional ray hive been retlected upon the

blage ; “some mocked, and otherr said, ‘We
will hear thee aga'n of this untter” 1o
he elvgy conpused on the occasion of the
loath of Bion by ns friend and dise ple
Moschus, we are presented with the follw
g effusions of unadteviated sorrow and
Jesperatton :—

# Alav ' the tsndae heths an ) Naw'ey trabies,

Thongh erustied iy AV inter's unesl pling hasd,

Reviveaud rsawbien sernat 2 phyves cull ,

Bat we, the brave, i iighty wid the wise,

I oom Redrssh fode, 3 ud 1200 —and toen suceaeds

A ez jong, silenl, sark o"livious slaep,

A"l'rp. whk h o ntieus pawar stispely,

Nurchauging scavons, uor fedvolving yeare,”

Thus bectouded with the musts of igno.
rance and error vn subjects mvelving the
highest intecests of man, dud the Heuthen
workl reman untid the *Ses or Rieure-
orsaEss amse” uponat “with heanng on
s wmga’  Aund never, without the adi
of Revelation, wouhl the case have beent
amehorated-=uever would a sigle addi.

regions of futurty, by the culture of rea.
son,  ‘The results of her highest eflorts,
though expanded and mvigorated by the

man after death, and that the state of good,
men will then be much better than that o3y
the bad.” ‘I'lus 1< noble ; but stud 1t is wo
in the animated to 1e of periect conviction. |
‘I'he want of thus he seems 1 have teltang
proportion 10 the tearnvsy ot s approach
to the awful and snvisiie secues ot cter-
mty. 1 am leavtug the workh” said e,
“and you arc to remanm 5 but wiich
has the happier portion 3 knowa ouly to
Gon.”

We are furtished by the prince of Ro-
mon orators with a unnute and eloquent
detai] of the discordant lessons of phulvso.
phy on this topie ; bat What 15 OUr SUIFOW, |
as well as surprisy, to tind hat he uas
withheld the requisite data 1rom winch to
ascertam s own behet.  In one ot his
dialogues, he introdaces a person as thus,
expressing hums2h, after a repeated perusal
of Plato's arguments, i favour of immor-
tality: “[ kuow not tiow 1t happens, but
while I am reading [ assent; the moment
however I lay the book aside, and begm to
reason with wyseit, all my convieuon s
gone.” lad not Ciceros own mnd been
perturbed wuh swmlar fluctvatons, tus
wntings would have no doubt suppaed a
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{the force and werght of the arguments

radmtister  utuangled  happiuess o the

duzeoveries of ispiration, are - perfect
umgon with this humliating  estimate of
her powors.,

Christan phitosophers have often argued
the unmwrtatiy of the soul from the un.
wateriahty of iw essence.  Bul granting

denived from this source, by winch the
celestial arsgin of the ntelhgence m man |
18 mamtamed, does it follow obviously and!
uresisubly, that, becanse ethereal, it can)
never cease to exist!  Certamly not.|
The evulence 1s merely preswuptive : Het
who created the soul, unquestionably can,
if he pleage, destroy .

The argument on s subject, drawni
from anato ry and from the me,al attributes!
ot the Deuny, wdums oF great amplitude
of illustravon, antd 15 undoubie dly werthy
of lugh regard. VW hien we hitt our thoughis:
to the contemplation of the wisdumn and
eaoduess ot the wreat Creator, and  re-
tlect on the imtellectual diguaty and moral
capabilities of the human spinit; when
we consider that the most felicitous con.i
currence ol PO Circuinstances cannot |
'
|

mind—that the poad and vertuous loug
atter smmortalis, —and  that ail other

defence of the mmmortalny of the soul,

cqually distuinguished LY force of argument | qy,d 1or the staton as

and felicity of expreasion.

1Hustratious of the scepticism, or rather,
ipfidehty, that prevailed on s subject
among all ranks n the most ealightenad
era of Roman unprovement, nught casily
be accumulated. I =ha'l add but one :—
Casar, in an oration addrexsed to a tuli
senate on occasion of Catanne's conspiracy,
endeavours to dissuade thein frum putting
thie conspirators to death, by this argument
—that death 1s to mortals the terannation
of all evils, there being aner it neidier
suffering or emjoyment, and that theretore
ite infliction would 1n reality be no puu-
ishinent.*

. Thus rapid survey of the sentuneats of
the ancient plulosophers abundantly cvin
cee, that most of them were, with regard
1o the highest object of human solicitude
and aaticipation, emphaucally “without
hope,” and that of the few among them
wht entertainad nobler conceptionw, the
remark of Scneca 1s stnctly correct—
“Immortality was prommsed vather than
proved by those great men 1

From the madequacy of therr views, and
the inconclusiveness of their reasomngs,
coneerning the feture destiny of the soul,
we are prepared to anticipate their cheer-
less conclasions as to the fate of the
body. If the horizon of thesr prospects in
reference to the ethereal spirit, though stil
exhibiting vestiges of ita primal grandeur,
was so overshadowed, what hope could
they cherish for its matenial vehicle, which,
by a process commencmng in death, soon
becomes indistinguishably blemded with its
maternal dust? None. There was nothing
in the aspccts of the grave to predict a
reagscitation, but cvery Unng to preclude
such a hope. Hence they regarded the
idea of 2 resurrection as fraught with ab-
surdity. Nor did the wajesty of inspiration,
combined with the most insinuating ad-
dress, avail to gain adunssion for this doc-
trine among the enlizhiened and polished
Athenians, though Paul himself was iis
apologist. The instant he preached unto
thetn *the resurrection of the dead,” a

.* Eem cuncis muttaliam mels dwsecivers: ulira me-

jereation, we scem J02se

Hoss than a demonstration that we are

beanes, save wan, appear adimrably consti.
signed themn i
sston of littled
-
deed destined tor anothier, and ore exaited, |
a8 well as endannyg, splicre of exisience.d
Bat 13 this node ot reasviung suiliciently
conclusive to unpart the screne and digm.
fied compustzre ot perfect assurance? Were
we pesfectly satislied that it was the ong.
nal desyrn of God that the suul of man
shontd be umortaly, have we no reason to
apprehend that a change m the D.vine pur-
rose has been the Judical efiecis of a
change m the character of the species, and
that, it conscyuence of sin, the crown o}
unmortahity hus failen from our head?
What but an attestauon from Heaven
can termmnate the reign of doubt upon this
momentous question?  “‘The science of
abstruse learnmg, when completely attamn-
ed, 18 hike Achilles’ epear, that heals the
wounds it had made before. It casts no
additional light upon the paths of life, but
disperses the clouds with which it had
averspread them. It advances mot the
traveller one step on lus Jouraey, but con.
ducts him back againtothe spot from which
e had wandered.”

We have not stopped to inquire wha
proportion of mankind would be suscepti.
ble of benefit from proofs emanating from
metaphysical sources—how many have the
leisure, the talents, and the habits of close
and continucus thinking detnanded by such
mvestizations.  Were the mteresting re.
sult to be arnived at only through such a
medium, men of cultvated mmds might
press mto the regon of light; but the
untutored mass ot the species would re.
mai as before, unitluunued by truth—un-
cheercd by hope.

In contrast to the narrow application of
such knowledge, “tae poor have the Gos.
pel preached unto them,”—a system in
every way adapted to atiaiu the giorious
end for which it was devised in heaven
and displaved on carth. Enclothed with
the authonty of tle throne of God, its an.
nouncements are so simple, and yet so dig-
wfied, that while they wiake the illiterate
*wise unto salvation,” they afford matter

T, curw, Beqed guadso locum peve—Jeliest Cot, § L.

in abundance to cxercise the profoundest

tanemur uf resolt ran through the :m.~em-l

musings, and sustain the lufiest ﬂ;;‘;hll ul
conscerated  gromus,  #Phrough'® this
“Giospel, lfe a)rd umnortality,” expeeally,;
“are brought o hght  Buat s they «
may be asked, an excellence peculiar ta
chestivty ! Dul not the preceding disy
pensations of Ihvine grace uphft the vealy
of futuray ! Was at uot w full view cf;
the expanding prospect of glory that the
dvig Patrarch excimmed, * 1 have v.\:nl(d!
tor thy salvation, O Lonoe,"—and that the
Pralmast attuned Ins lyre to the memorable,
strain which waa echoed trom the cross of
the Savior . %o thy hands | commend
my sperat, for thon hast redeemed 1t O Loxn
Gopof truth ¥ If the venerable Patrg-
arch aml the pious Jew, then, chershed the
<ame ammated hope of futare bhiss with

tho (h.td day conid nut be falufied, and
accurdhingly, at the titg wlieh it azagoed
for that cvent, the tumb wag vacant. What
hal become of the body of Cloastt ‘Tha
sollliers deposed that whilst they wero
asleep hie dinerples eame ard etole Jum
anay. Mot to uge the strong 1nptubatnl-
Wies, that sixty men accustomed to wateh
should ali be so rounidly astiep at the samw
tume, that not ohe of them stoald be arous.

fed by tho roling the eealed rtene from the

sepulchre, and the confusion of remaving
the badg,— that the dispinted  diserples
would ever have embarked i sa hazardous
an enterprivg without any concenable mo-
tne,—that Roman soldiere, to whom it was
death to be found asleep on guard, woulld
have made such a declarabion without a

“v'_'ht !

|such a natare as to preclude the veryy.pon others

the Chinistian, why s that said of the Gog.
prl wlich 15 not sad of any or of all the
precoding disclosures ot the Dwvine will
—uhy 13 1t clumed as s pecaliar glory,
that it hax brought hfe and nnmertalidy to
Lot the terms of the teat be tiken
i the sensge m winch we explamed them,
and they will supply the approprinte and
satislactory answer to tlis enquery.

‘The doctrimes of wnmortakty and the

prevoous agsuranco of protection j—were
they competent to give a deposition cons
cermuy an occurrence which, according to
theie own showang, togk place - e they
were asleep!  what modorn enemy of the
Crorg would attempt to slucll s acepti.
cism by a pretest buarning such cnmrxcuoun
marks of clumemers and collugion ! |
To thin fabrication is opposed the cone
current testimony of the Apostles.  They
resusrection, though assuned or expressed {athrmed with one voice that CHRIRT arwey
m the pruneval and prophetic revelaticns, | (com the doad,—shewed lumselt to them
were neser, strictly speaking, siastrated  openly after Ius regurcection, and subse-
unll the Gospel was preached, with the jquently ascondgd mto heaven. Of their
Howv Guost,” the frust of the REDEEMLR®s jcompetency to judyge on a plun matter of
ascension, “sent dawn from tHoaven.” tact, there eurely can be 1o question, 1In.
Un the resurrection of ihe SoN oF Gow, eredulous i a high degeee, their cantionary
as on its mmnoseable toandation, the fabric anbeliet, which yielded only to irresisuble
of Christiauty rests ; awd by ths momen.  evidence, precludes all jusy ground of sua-
tous fact, hfe and wcorruption are most| prewon that they were themselves deceived.
tumanously and impressivedy exintnted.  11).And by what” inducerent could they he
then the attostations ot that fact are ol prompied to attempt to paluf an impogtion,
Was this the road lo opu.

thought of unpo~ition, the Gospel appearsjience=to fame—1i6 pleasate? ~Hal ey
before us arrayed i the glory which the{ueen conscioas of mnpoestyre, tho, fehe of

{

| Apostle aseribes tost. Lotthe cice bo ex.jdetevtion would thve shigirested a covrse
januned. It courts mvestygation; and wsjtie very opposite of that which they purs

pronis brghten 1 proportion to the duwjutd. ~ Never would tiey hate proclaimed
gence and penetration wah which they are the  resurrection 11 view of the scene
scrutunzed. ‘whcrc they atleged it to haye taken place

A resurrection 13 the revivitication, they —.: a time the m st unproptious to the
ramsag to hfe, of une an whom e vitaisacess of deception, and before judges
prnciple had become eatinct. Iuvolving | wad trisunals, alihe qualitied, by a perfuct
ax the operation plamly dees, att omaipo {ad joamaance with alt the crcumstiances of
tent coutrol vver the established conatitu- 12 (ase, 10 expose the scheme, and welin-
ron and course of nature, it poseesses 1 ayed vy thewr malgnant hostility to the Gose
very eunnent degree the distictise charae. yel, reveroly to punwsh its authors. But
ters of a nuraculous operation.  T'o evince{ e Apusties undauntedly mamntained the
the reality of the nuracle m such a case, oryteuth, thuugh atl the worid’s learming and
render 1t at all credwle, there munt be the power were arrayed agatnst them, * Gon
eatubiion of the must unequivocal indicati- | also bearing them witness buth with signs
uns uf previous dizsolution m the wdaiduai ang wonders, and with divers nuracles, and
upon whom it is performed. Of lhcse';_;:ns of the Hoty Guost, according to bis.

there 1s 1o penury i the case under exam.
mation.

The cruaifixion of Cnnist took place,
not 1 a corner, but 1n the pubdic scene ot
execution. Nothing but s hfe would of
ceurse sausfy those who had long thirsted
tur lus blood, especially when theie murder-

us designs were legalized by the sentence

of the procurator. ‘The Roman.law, too,
required that the bady should not be rersn.
ved from the cross till the scutencé was
fully exccuted. Hence, when Joseph of
Arunathma apphied for that of. our blessed
Logp, 1t was not till the official testimony
of the centurion who prevded at the gru-
cifixion, attestng his death, was received
by the governor, that he cotnplied with the
request. A circumstance, tnorcqver, (s in.
cidentally recorded by the ecangelist John,
which, however trivial it may appear at
tirst view, clams a promment position
among the proofs of the real death of our
Reveemenr. «Then came the soldiers,”
says he, “and brakc the legs of the first,
and of the other which was crucified with
hun.  But when they came to Jesys, and
saw that ke v:ae dead already, they brake
not lus legs 5 but one of the soldiers witha
spear  pierced lis sde, and  forthwith
there came out blond znd water.” ‘The
nature of this efflux pruves that the spear
traversed the pericardium, which contams
a lymph resemblmg water, and wonnded
the heart itself.  And as all wounds of the
heart are mortal, had not the Represn
presv-ously yiclded up lng spirst, death wust
have been the immediate consequence of
this act of wanton cruelty.

The body was subsequently laid in a new
tomb hewn in a rock, and a great stone was
tolled to the door of the scpulchre. A
waich was set, and te prevent the coitup
tion of the guard, the stone that cloacd the
sepulchire waa sealed, most likely with the
governor’s scal.  All these precautions
however were vain, Tle prediction whih
declared that Cumist would, vse again ea

own will”  “T'nus by resuming the hife
which he had voluntarily 1aid down, did the
Saviotr trivmphantly vindicate his clains
ay the true Mussimi—evince the Dyvine
etficacy of lus sacrifice, and opecug the,
portals of heaven to all beliovers, Kgolilh
death, and sllustrate life and incorruption.
Nothing but the power of the Oxwiro.
TENT could have “brought, back -frows the
dcad our Loun Jesvp Cnnist the great
Shephiesd of the sheep:™ and would that
puwer have been thus illustrivusly display-
ed w sanction mposture and ratify falve.
hiood ? . . ' OO
‘The resurtcction of CunisT, thon, gives
the strongest possible confirjnation tg .the
verity ol his doctrines.  Behold ‘in” this
event, 2specially, “the pruof supreme of
mnortodty*—the certain pledge that hig
voice shmli vilitate through the .extended
realus of death, and cause them to thijll
with the firat pulsations of unending exiét.
ence? ¢ Marcel ot at this,” says he, “for
tho hour 1s comimg 1n tho which all shat
are 10 the graves shall hear lns voice, and
cowe forth, they that have done good unte
the resurrection of hife, and they that have
done evil unto the resurrection of dumnas
twon Peculiarly intimate and indissoluble
1z the connection that subsists in the ecou,
oty of Divme grace between the resurrec.
tion of CuwisT and that of his genvind
disciples.  The reasonof this connection ie
founded upon their mitual rclations, e
wihe hrad—they are the members. e is
the proldic suurce—they, the recipients of
«piritual influence ; and “If the spirit of
Hun that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell m you, he that rawed up Cumisy
trom tho deasd shall alvo quicken your tor-
tal bodics, by his spint that dwelleth i
you" [l'nsustained by the resurrection of
Cyrist, the brizht anticipations that glow
in the regencrate bosom would be dieap.
pointed, and the whole Christian systews
resemble ‘the beauteous bir imaginative
stractwse .of '3 visom without feusdation,



