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Where then are the grreat advantages, polîtical or
comm ercial, whiceh we derive from British connection ?
Echo answers.. .No .... .Where!

The absurd position of the Bonfinion Board of
Trade Illustrated-The grentlemen of the Dominion
Board of Trade, representingr millions of money, inves-
ted in commercial and munufacturingr pursuits, have no
more power to solve the question of our foreign trade,
than so many men meeting at a street corner to di,;cuss
it. Their helplessness in glatring, in last year's report
of their deliberations, and iio meetingr ta.kes place this
year.

First, the iPresident reported that the Board had
been praying the Dominion Government to obtain a
reduction in the Frencli Tariff of the differential duties
imposed on Canadian shipping. Only a formal acknowv-
ledginent of the petition had been received from. the
Canadian Government. Next came the report of the
Secretary, Mr. Patterson, who concluded:

1I need not dilate upon what migrht be the desas-
"trous consequences to our commerce, if no account is
"taken of colonial interests in future commercial trea-
"ties bet-%ween the Imperial Government and foreign

"Cnations."'
Why, one should think that Mr. Patterson would

have been already aware of those disastrous conse-
quences, for they liad swept from existence millions
of the people's money; bank stocks, property, work-
shops and commercial houses had gone down at a
frightful rate, and, unless immediate action wvas taken,
we were fast becoming a. bankrupt people. In this
emergency, what were the suggessions of Mr. Patter-
son ? They wvere:

Irlst. That a communication be forwarded to the
"Executive Concil of the A ssociation of Chambers of
Commerce of the United iKingdom, invoking their
aid in produring for the Colonies of the Empire re-

"cognition on equal terms in ail future commercial


