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(N no cliapter of the world's his-
tory do we reaid of any nation

7 escaping unscatieci from an at-
tenîpt ta, enrichi or reinmburscr

itsel? by the arbitrarv taxation of a de-
pendency. And indeed, ini the last cen-
turv, En -Jaid hierseif w'as tauglît a
vers' severe lesson, and, paid, the penai-
tv wi'h the loss of tue Anierican, colo-
nies. She claînîed, the righit ais nia-
ther-country, to Ievy both internai and
external taxes upon the young and

struglingcolonies.
The resuit is elknown. After a

few years of fruitless renmonstrancip
and, patient endurance the Anierican
settiers broke the tics of filial love:
and ini the wvords of Djaniel Webster
Ipoured out tlîeir blood and their

treasures like vaer ini a conitest in
opposition ta, ani assertion, wvhiclî those
less salracious and not sa well schooi-
ed ini the principles af civil liberty
wvould have r-egaCrded ais barrenî plira-
seoiogý,y or niere parade of ,,vords."

The terni '' arbitrarv taxation " lias
been used. in tlie openinr Elles, and it
is this verv terni froîîî which sprang
the little sapiing thiat afterwvards g-rew
into, *the vigorous oak of tie Revalu-
tiouî. The coloniets saiv ini it a Il se-
iiial priuiciple ofniiischief', the gerin of

an unjust pocver," because by it the
English Pairlianient asserted an, abso-
lute and undeniable rigý,lit ta ta\ the
colonies ini ail thingrs, witliout allow-
ing- thenî to have Auiierican represent-
atives in tie Enghish hialls of state.
Thiis w~as uîîanifestlv unjust, illogicail,
and illegal. Whiat riglît hi Engliand
ta lce'y iiniposts upon tie colonies,
without allowing- tîjeni ta have a v'oice
ini tlîosc niattcrs? What riglit liad
En gland ta quarter troops uipon tlie
colonists ini tinie of peace? What
riglit liad Euigland ta restrict the
forci-gi traclc of the colonies ta lerseif?
No riglit ait ail].

Sanie niay miaintain tliat a niatiier
lias absolute contrai over lier off-spring;
thierefore Eilantd as niotlier liad fuïll
contrai over the. Anierican colonies,
lier clîildreuî. But auiy notiier wvhio
wvould s0 ili-treat lier' offspring as
England did, Anierica, siiould lose tliat
sweetest, nîost v'enerable ofail tities--
uîîotlîer. Or again tlîis argumient niay
be brouglit forward, viz :During the
recent war wvith France, the armnies of
Eniglaîd, liad saved tlîe colonies froni
tue power of tue Frencli. But history
tells us tlîat it wvas due uîîainly ta the
v'aliant and untiring efforts of tue raw
Anierican troops that the flag of En-
gland wvas saved froni beiuîg tra iled
throughi the dust ini defeat and dis-
honor. Besides tlîe colonies paid ta-
wvards tlîe wvar-debt: the suni of $16,-
ooo,ooo, of wliich but $5,ooo,ooo wvas
ever repaid, tiieni by England. To nieet
tlîis deîîiand upon tlîeir resources thie
colonies issued nîuch paper mioney,
wviiclî depreciated, greatly ini value, and
lit the conclusion of the treaty of peace
the colonies w'ere depressed and ex-
liausted.

Thie idea of English statesnien tli
the union of Anierica ta, Great Britaiin
wvould be streuigtiened, by a ceuîeuît of
arbitrarv taxation, seenîs ta be eu

stung, ' astange inîfatuation," and
stranger stili does it appear silice it
canie frai iimen ivlia boasted tlîat ait
attemipt to deprivetiîem of the libertic'.
Zgranted by King jolin liad cast 01nU
ruier bis liead, and anotiier luis tlirone.
l:îdeed a nobiemnan arase in tlîe House
of Lords and asserted that: E ngl;:ndi
liad tenderly nourislied Anîcrica. To
thîls startlinîg statenient Pitt nmade at
brief but caustic reply wvhcn lie s;uid
Iif a child asks bread of its niotler,

does slie give it a stouie?" This rcîlyi
is an exact word picture, of Ille
relations betwveen England and n-
ica. The Englishmnan, iii America atsl;,cd
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