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<due uindoubtediy to the earthquakes,
,whichi are of frequent occurence in the
cneighborhood of Vesuvius, and more par-
--ticuiariy ta the one whichi preceded the
eruption of' that mouint in A. D). 79.

The original inhabitants of Pompeji
-.were Greeks. Severai other colonies of
-the same arigin wvere fûtunded both in the
* south and west of Itaiy, arnd, though at-
-first they were rnerely settiements of Greek
traders, they often rose ta ;in importance
sufficient ta tempt the covetous eye of

_Romne. l'ihe first attempt made by that
arnbitious city ta get lposI<ïi of Pomi-
peui was in the year B. C. 340. It wvas
then conquered, but remnained virtually
independent for a considerabie lengtli of
time after. Very littie is knowvn of it after
this, until we find it inentioned in the
"Marsian war, B3 C. go, wben it joired the
c onfederacy with the other towns iii their

ýrebeiiion agaitist Rome.
Saine sixteen years previaus ta the out-

ýburst of %Tesuvius wvhichi wrought such
<-complete destructiý,a, the city was visited

byan earthquake which ruined a large
-portion of it. Its inhabitants undertook
-Io build it up again, and the process of
vTeconstructiQn was gaing onj-when another
.,earthquiake,. accompanied by a rnost
~Violent eruptian of the volcano, entirely
-ýoverthrew the town.

At this distance of time it miay seemi the
-greatest foily for anyone t'> have settied in
the vicinity of Sa formidable a volcana.
Mlut when we consider the many attrac-
-tions of th e spot, and tile charmis offered
t-o ail loyers of the beautifuil in niatture, we

.,do not w(>nder that many appraached in
'.Close praxiimity ta it, and even buiît their
--dwellings on its very siopes. ilesides, in
-those days, there was nothîng ta be
apprehended frorni it, as it hiad been, for
years before, practicaiiy quiescent. No
thougcht for a maoment took possession of

-,.tle iiiinds af the inhanitants that they
-were canstantly in imminent danger of
,eing over.wheirned by thaï: seerningly

genile neighhbor, and, hence, wve find them
..after the ear.thquike af A. D. 63, coni-
>.fidently setting-.ta work ta repair the
,:damage done ta their city by the shack it
t-received. IBut befare they had tirne ta
ý.finish, camne the first great Qtltburst of
'Wesuvius, ànd Poînpeii iay buried beneath
;.a caating of lav'a that left no trace of it ta,

be faund except here and there, whiere a
few af the highest edifices far centuries
after peered abave the level.

The city contained prabably about
20,000 inhabitants, and af these compara-
tively feu, iost there lives at the time of the
destruction of the city, since the numiber af
skeletons discovered up ta the present does
flot exceed 2000. It is said that when the
eruptian brake out ncarly the whaie af
Pompeii wvas assem bled in the arn phitheatre
ta witness sotne giadiatorial or other show,
which fact wauld accaunit for the escape
af sa many.

Nearer ta Vesuvius than Pornpeii by a
short distance, and in a north-westerly
direction trami that city is the smaller
one af Herculaneumn, which stiffered a
s;iiar fate. Almnost directiy satxth froin
Porrpeii was another town ca)Iled'Stabiae,
on whose site Casteliamare now stands.
The destructive substances ejected by the
volcano were carried even there, and
burîed that with the others Little is
known of their history and few excavations
have been made in them, sa that they are
far fram enjoying suchi universal famie as
that wvhichi Pompeii possesses. Excava-
tions were conimenced at Herculaneum,
even befare Pomipeii wvas discavered, but
the efforts miade ta, disciase the treasures
hidden therein have nat been 50 succes-
fui as in the latter cîty. Sev'eral circurn-
stances combine ta bring about this result.
On the exact spot under whichi lie the
ruins af Herculaneumi, we find to-day
two towns cailed Resina and Portici, and,
therefore, it requires the greatest care in
excavating ta preserve the foundations of
the buildings ahove.' Herculaneuni seemns
ta be buried under the volcanic inatrer af
several ertiptians, whereas Pouipeii a'ves
its destruictior ta the single one of A. D.
7o. And besides, whether it is thit the
volcaniie substanees have becorne petrified
or that, they have becomie comipact by their
immense weighlt, the excavators experieiice
the utmaost difficulty ir cuttirig away the
hardenEd matter; *and, when eut away, it
is sa pradigiausly heavy that it is practi-
cally impossible ta remiove it ta the
Surface.

Poriipeii, like most af the Roman towns,
was surrourided b 'y a wall, a considerable
portion of wvhich stiil remains. But this
is of no great"archaz-eological importance.


