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patriarche and prophete. It le also, a prorninent feature oi the Gospel
econoïny. It was practioed li the homes of the piinaitive christin.
Terttullian saye, «Ithey are united ln spirit and in fiesh; they kneel dowa
togrether, they pray' and fast together, they teach, exhort and support euch
other with gyentienese." The :Reformation period of the i Gth ceniturywaa
marked by the giow of piety flishing upon the home altar. Genuine
cliristiaxis ini every age and country have feit it as being essential to their
very existence, to, keep the fianie burning continually upon the family
altr. It le a weti known fact that declensioil in religion comimences by
the omiissiion of the cioset and family devotion. Hence, howv true that,

"Prayer iti the Christian's vital breath, the Chriatian's native air;
Hit3 watchword at the gates of dleath: lie e-nteri lieaven with lirayer."

Wuc tsu, therefore thant faitiily devotion is neot a triflig in1elsure, but
au Chulitnial iaîgredient. lu the very constitution of boule, and Ce- ..;xltent
,vitlî howo ithelf. 'Dm uecessity of fainily pinyer arises out of the con-
stitutioii and luissioni of hoine. F-arniiy inercies and blessings, famiily

wetucssand daxa' "ers, farnily liopes and teitîpt.tions,-all bespeak the
iij arUuîcct cf fauulily worsluip.

Thle duty therefore to establish andi maintain famuily prayer is impera-
itîi\ (,. I t i a priviiege andi blessing as %vel11 as u duty inceumlibent. it le
the Condition cf parental eicienqc in the diseharge of ail atller dutties; and
the truc ision of homte cauiut~ lie coralete Nwithout it. The inoi'ai and
ispiritual develounelnt of the lIousehold depends upon01 it. AUl instruction,
dibeilulinn mund exaniple of pare4its are vain witlîout, it. WVhe--, fatithfully
prm ii.îmd it is unme of the niost effective neuns of' grace. It is apowerful
biu1warmk ugaimit sin ; a beigu pronoter of fitinily peace, prosperity and
]mmjimmcs-itîs hallowed and Iîarr'tioniziîîg iuftcumces distillùmg like the
dlcw uf Hlermmomi, thue formaing huome inito a paîrîdise, aud causing each
lumiuier thereuf to realize "lîow ilemait, it is for brethreii to dweil
tugether in unity ;" muid timat liere the Lord coinnands 'ý the blessing
even 1life for vemr." Fatnmily devotion i iinorcover a sure l>r(iaration
for Lhe surrws anti catatioiiiLwliich sooner or latur unusiit overtake every
hmuield. Its inifluence neut ouly sinooths the pillow of duatit, but
rehLores iiiany mi prodigal te lus fatlier's house. Hence nothing can jus-
tify its, cîmmsbioii. C'hristiatn parents are ibound te the performîance of thiin
(hity Ly the iiiùst stcred covenant, obligations as wvell as by the interests
of tlmcir lwusehold. Tiiose wbo have dedicitted their little outes to Cod
iii bapitisin, aîîd. pledged tlmenselves te train Cieni for His service, cannot
Le tîîifim to tîmeir vows, tir hope te see their children w.dk .iî the true
)aiLh, if the faiily sitar le netglected.

Notwithstalidiig, it l8 feawful to contexapflate that nto houie-duty le
u11m1ot. gmossly abitsed and iieglected thmî. that of fauffly pritylr. 1any
4Lt.cîal to it onlY in a foia àpanner and stt initervals-pe(-rbialp only in

immcs of sickmo.s unîd dlittresu, or on tho Sabbath. Others observe it
wu regularly, iiicrel-y te satiisfy their conscience of haviing (lischlarged a
duty; wvitlmout seriotis1y considering tbat, "Prayer le ain offléring up ofE,.I dtcsiree unmto God for thiîgm agmeeable te His wvil, in the iimne of

*with oouiisrnion of our Bime, and thuîkful acknowv1edgînent of ial


