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" patriarchs and prophets. It is also o prominent feature of the Gospel

economy. It was practiced in the homes of the primitive christians,

Tertullian says, “they are united in spirit and in flesh; they kneel down .

together, they pray and fast together, they teach, exhort and support each
other with gentleness.” The Reformation period of the 16th century-was
marked by the glow of piety flashing upon the home altar. Genuine
christinns In every age and country have felt it as being essential to their
very existence, to keep the flame burning continually upon the family
altar. It is & well known fact that declension in religion commences by
the owmission of the closet and family devotion. Hence, how true that,

** Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, the Christian’s native air;
His watchword at the gates of death : he enters heaven with prayer.”

We see, thevefore that family devotion is not a tiifling mensure, but
an essential ingredient in the very constitution of home, and co-:xistent
with howe itself. The necessity of fuwnily prayer avises out of the con-
stitution und mission of home. Fumily mercies and blessings, famil
weuknesses and dungers, fumily hopes and temptations,—all bespeelk the
importance of fumily worship,

The duty therefore to establish and maintain family prayer is impera-
ative. It is a privilege and blessing as well as o duty incumbent. It is
the cundition of purental efficiency in the discharge of all cther duties; and
the true mission of home cannge be complete without it. The moinl and
spivitual development of the hayseliold depends uponit. Al instruction,
discipline and example of pavepts ave vain without it.  Whe- faithiully
performed it is one of the most effective means of grace. It is n powerful
bulwark against sin ; & benign promoter of fumily peace, prosperity and
happiness—its hallowed and havrmonizing infinences distilling like the
dew of Hermon, thus forming home into a puradise, and causing each
wewber thereof to realize “how pleasant it is for brethren to dweil
together i unity ;7 and that kere the Lord commands ¢ the blessing
even life for evermore.”  Family devotion is morcover a sure preparation
for the sorrows aund separations which sooner or later must overtuke every
houschold.  Tts influence not ouly smooths the pillow of death, but
restores wmany u prodigal to his futher’s honse. Hence nothing can jus-
tify its omission.  Christian parents are bound to the performance of thiz
duty by the most sucred covenant obligations as well as by the interests
of their household, Those who have dedicated their little ones to God
in Luptism, aud. pledged themselves to train them for His service, cannot
Le fuithful to their vows, or hope to see their children walk in the true
puth, it the fumily ultur 1s neglected.

Notwithstanding, it is fewful to contemnplate that no home-duty is
more grossly abused and neglected than thut of family prayer. Many
attend to it only in a formal wanner and at intervals—perhaps only in
tiles of sickness und distress, or on the Sabluth. Others observe it
more vegulwly, merely to sutisfy their conscience of huving discharged a
duty; without seriously considering that, “Prayer is an offering up of
our desires unto God for things sygreenble to Mis will, in the name of
Christ, with confession of our sing, und thrukful acknowledgment of His



