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T1HE~ INIFLUII-NCI-ý 0F SCIENCEi.

Thtis ninctenth century wa~s c.lliecd the age of pro-
gress before its claiinis to tîitt appl-,ztioni lad accuiiii-
lated to, thîir present extIent; before our streets wcre
Iiglited cven wviti .-as; beibre tlu± most expedlitious rtile
of travelling liad exceeded a dozen mtiles an bour; bc-
fort it wvas found practicable to cross the Atlantic i»
sixc days, and i en stcatit-vovages %vere dceîed chiîner-
ical ; before the aplication of the arts in manufactures
liad sut ta, Uic powver loout its wvhoiesale work, ; before
observation of lte lieaivuel% bodies lîad madle us
acquainted vith mseveral nieniburs of our sc'iar ,-ystuiii
lkforc geology hiad unfoldt:'l the rucords of the earth's
past ages; befort: it was folntd practicable ta miuliply
literary works in such a unaunuiier as tu hring our grcat
authors within t reacit of te mnass of the people iii
the cheapest forit; bc-fort: engraviîîg had înultiplied
pictoruai ersnttos su titat tlicy wQrc sent out hv
scores of thousiinds iîîstead of by lîundr±ds, and Unit at
a t.wentietiî part cf ticir fornier.price :before thc kniow-
ledgc of the hunaun muid liad bee» renured so popular
as plhrenioiogy-witetiter it bL truc or false in ail its
dctails-lîas îîow renidered inctaphysical pheiinmeina;
beore the -art of ratiocination liad bee-n renidered so sys-
teniatie, powverful auîd lucid, as lb lias by the work of
john Stuart "ii ~vîs Logic " lias dlone iii the pre-
sent age whlat Bacon dcl in lus for tie advauiccineut of
iearninig; before a-ill ibis, te ppellation of te age of
progress wvas righîtfully applied ta, the prescrit century ;
and naov, %'Viîi ail thct-*,L meils 50 accnmllulattd, ivltc
wu are so niucli i» advance. lb cannet but bc adinitted
tient it is a descriptioni which essentiaily beiozîgs to our
tinte.

The application of science Ia the uiseful arts is thut
by whlîi tht pages of Uic future lîistorians of tiiese

tineswii b lngchracer~.d.Titis cannaI licwith-
out its resuits-uipolithUi great mnass of socicty,
altitougli, I grantl, neot iii proportion wvit1 the pover of
sucli aigencies. Thie liglît of science by nio mecans finds
ils way so easily ta, te cottage as ta the palace-the
iifluences; of discovcry are ofte:t long lu e\ttnditig
thiniselves; over tbc broad surface of socaety-iong in
pectrati:tg the deptis of soute of is ravines; tht liglit
is oltenl gleaînînig 01 tite intoiîttaiti-top, wh'iie thc v'alcs
below are in nits atîd dakes tili, if wve take the
broad and slrikiiug features now characterizing the
great mass of the people, and comtpare tuient %titii what
they wure a few -(enera-tionis back, wc canuot but per
cete tlit tbere is a dliffurence, and a xîîost important
ont:- a diffurence wthicî tsýociates itsef, tiot with the
exertians ai benievolcc lu lili stations, îlot tvith the
charlty put forth, by antc lass for the aid of another,
iot with the tfforts of legisiatiati ta raise the condition
of those whose %veil-beisig shiould bce the object of
legisiatian ; but whiich, conneets, ibseif distinctly aud
exclusi-vith the progress of science, and which
shauld Iead us ta regard science as one of those great
meansby which the life of man is rcadered more glad,

more productive of bentfit to hiutself and of good
to others titan it lias hitherto been iii this world of ours.

Science is Uhe friend of mauni-raisiing and dignifyiug
man, and qualifying hlmi more aud more for the full
possession of his riglits, the etxercise of bis powers, and
the accomiplisiment of whatever is good and great in
this world; and of all that its various utieans and appi-
auces are capable of renderinig.

THE SLUGGARD AND THE FIG.

AN AIGIERINI E 1: ALPH>ONSE~ D.IUm)I.«r.
In the indolcut and voluptuous littie tovn of Blidali,

sonte years before the Frencli invasion, lived a brave
Moor, who, after te naine of lus father, w~as called
Sidi I.akdar, but ta whom the townispeople liad given
te nlicknamc of the Sluggard.

You ntust kniow% that the Nloors of Algiers are the
miost indolent me» in the wvorld, those of Blidali above
al; doubtless on accomnt of the perfumie of oranges
and sweet lemons lu whvlich the towni is stccped. But
iii te matter of idleiness and supiineness, anîoug ail the

n of Blidah noue could ltold a caudie to, Sidi
Lakdar. That worthy gentleumant ad raisecl his vice
ta the dignity of a p)rofessi on. Others were em-
broiderers, shop.keepers, spice merchants ; as for Sîdi
Lakdar, hie was a Sluggard.

On the death of his fater bie liad inherited a littie
garde» in the outskirts of the towni, vit1î iow white
wails falling int ruin, and a door that wouldn't shut,
soute fig and bauana trees, and two or three living
springs sparkling amidst the grass. Here lie passed
bis ie, stretched at full length, siuent and motionless,
bis beard fuil of red ants. When lie grew hungry hie
stretched out bis arm and picked up a fig or a bauaua
crushed uponi the turf bebicle hlmi; had bie to raise
himself and pick the fruit upon the brauch hie wvould,
soon have died of hunger. Mýorcover,ilu is garden the
figs were rotting as they lay, and evcry tree %vas sifted
by the little birds.

This uubridled sluggardliness liad madle Lakdar
very popular in bis country. He was Iooked up ta,
like a saint; when passing by his little place the ladies
of the town, going out ta eat sweetineats at the church-
yard, would rein their mules ta a walkiug pace and
speak ini Iow tories behind their white masks. The
meni bent reverently as they passed, and cvMr day, at
close of school, might bie seen %ilin the walls of the
garden a whole crawd of gamiuns in striped silk jackets
and red caps, who came ta disturli, if possible, that
admirable Sluggard, calling Lakdar by naine, laughing,
jcering, and pelting hlmi with orange peel.

Labor last ! The Sluggard never stirred. Fram turne
ta turne one ntight hear hlm shout front amongst the
,%veeds : 1'Take care ! Look out naw, if I get up-lr"
But hie neyer did gct Up.

Now. it happened that ant of these hit rogues,
from playing tricks in tiIs fashion upan te Sluggard,
was i somt way touched by grace, and taken with a
sudden liking for horizontail 11k; lie d.eclared ta bis


