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DOMESTIC WATER SUPPLI ES-NEC ESS.ITY FOR FILTRATION.

F ORTY yenris ago when the writerwais a boy living in a beautiful
high lying country intersectod by
numorous streams of' ecar, iimpid,
sparkling wator, ho was repcatediy
oharged by thoughitfiul parents nover
to drink the wator of any of these
streanis for fear of swallowing the
invisible germs or seeds of some
Poisonous erg"anism. At thaqt time,
but littie was said or written about
public or individual hygione, as now
understood; aithotigh a sort of moveable
earth closot was even thon flîmiliar to
the writer. Weil wvater, evon in the
vicinity of stables and out houses, was
then less foared than the clear water
of the running stro»rns. At the pre.
sent time, views are quite different-
reversed. Weil water is generally sus-
pected, whiio the watter of running,
st reams is sought aftcr. It is te be
greatly feaucci that altegether tee rnuch
çonfidence is nowv placed in the water
of streams, rivers and lakes. Tee rnuch
faith is placed in the action and poer
of the natural forces in oxidizing, and
destroying -tlhe organic impuiritioswhich
find thoir %vay into such waters. Re-
pcatcdiy in thiS JOURNAL, especially
during. tho last few% înonths, the aîtten-
tien of readers has been di'awn te the
dangerous nature ef almost ail lake
and river waters, frem thecir liability
te cen tain the speciflc micro erganismas
of infectious disease; and aise te, the
fallacy of relying upen the natural
pwrs of purification : it hp ijjg been

shown by the experiments of eminent
scientists that maiîy cf t1hceo erganisms
'will continue te live and multiply in
almaost any water, althengh they cannot
be detected by any of the known
chemnical. tests and aîe on ly revealed by
cultivatien and the microscope.

Nearly ail streams in the settled
parts of the country flow threughi rieh
valleys occupied by largo numbers of'
people with thoir flocks and hords. The
lands on cither side of the streams in
mest localities are highly eultivated
and the use of rich fertilizers and
manures 18 cemmen. Organie nmatter
in abundance fromn those and frem the
decay of vegetation are readily washed
with P'very main into the nearest stream,
whenco they are carried into larger
streams and lakes, from whichi water
supplies are takzen. Ail this, te say
nothing of' any spocifie or infected
human exerement which may, and me.
peatedly dees, find its way inte such
waters. As the Scnitary Era reontly
said, "AIl water is subjeet te suspicion,
and te, probability in the long ruin, of
more or losa cont.,;-nination, traceable
or i ascrutable. 1Vheirever organic
matter onters fite water-and there is
hardly any wator free oithor trom
vegetable or animal deposits, and none
that is certain te, bc se at ail tirnos-
bore, organized germs of pemnicieus
chamacter are liable te take up their
abede and find the special sustenance,
whether vegetable or animal, that they
roquire. They may be conveyed by
the air-, by L:ving or doad animais, by
vegetable debris, or by hunan and
heusehold uvaste, or by a variety of
other agencies, fromn distant and unsus-
pectod sources, by long voyages under
greund or over seas. It is therefore
nover worth uvhile, fbr practical, pur-
poses, te enter into an.y nice question-
ing of' the antecedents of a water, for
the simple reason that, at most it is
only immodiate danger that can be
learned with certainty, but safety can
nover bc ascertained or assured. The
only safety is in guamding by purifica-


