
Lesson VI.

Josiah's Good Reign

JOSIAH'S GOOD REIGN
2 Chronicles 34: 1-13. Comnmit to niemory vs. 1-3.

August 6, 1905

GOLDEN TRXT-Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.-Eclesptstes 12 : z.
1 Josi'ah wa8 eight voars aid whcen lie began te 8 Now in the eighiteanth year of his reign, when

reign, and hie reigncd 1 in Jeru'::.tem one and thirty ho hiad purgcd the land, and the house, hoe sent
ycars. Sha'phan the son of Azaii'ah, and IMaaei'ah tho

2 Andilho did that uhIich iires righf lin f hp 2qiglf of governor of the city, and Jo'ah the son cf Jo'ahsaz
the LoRD, and walkcd la the oas f Da'vid his father. l le recorder, to repair the house cf the LORD his Gcd.
and 3 declitnd neicr te the riglit hand, j noer te tho 9 And 15ivhon they came te Hilibah the hiRh pricît,
left. ' icy d zlivered the money that ivas brouglat inte the

11o.-se of 'God, which the Lie'vites 17 that, kept the da9rs
3 For in the eighth year of lais reigu, whiie h-, "'a had gathercd of the hand cf Mianas'seh aud E'phrafin,

Vet ycung, hie began te 8ek lifter the God cf Da'vid and cf ail the remnant cf Is'raei, and cf ail Judati
L 4s father: anîd in the twvelfth year lie hegèan to purge and flan'amin ; and 18 thcy returncd te Jeru'salcmn.
J;u'dati and Jcru'salenm freni tic higla plai;cs, and the 10 And 19 thcy put if in the hand cf the îvorkmen
ý graves, and the '6 carvcd images, and the meiteia that liad the cvcrsight cf the bouse cf the LORD,
images. and 20 tlîey gave it te the workmcon that w-rought, in

4 And they brake down the altars cf -13a'alim in the bouse cf the LeO, 21 te repair sud axuend the
lais presence ; and the A images. thaut were an hi glh haine :
ahave t(1em, hae 9eut dawn ; and the à grovcs and tic 11 E ven ta the 22 artificers and builders gave they
rcan*c j imagesq, and tho meolten images, bce brake la il, to buy hewn stone, and timber for the coîîpings,
pbcces, and madc dusL of lhcii, and straweti il upon and to 1* floar the liauscs which the kings cf Ju'dah
the graves of theni that lîad sacrificcd tinta theni. liad dcstroyed.

.5 And lic burut the bancs cf the priests uLpan their 12 Aad the mea did the work faithfuily . and the
altare', and 10Ocleansed Ju'dah aud Jcru'salcm. averseers cf theni were Ja'hath and Ohadîlah. the

6 An so id h inthe hiesof anassehand Le'vb-te, cf the sons cf Mcra'ri ; and Zechari'ah and
6 An so id c latue itis cfMana'se, ~ .cI eshulVlam, cf tha sans cf the Ka'hathites, te set il

E'pliraim, and Sim'eon. even unto Naph'tali, 1Iiwith farward ; and othera of the Lc'vitcs, all that cauld
their auattccks raund about. elcili cf instruments cf musick.

7 12 And whcn ho liad brakcn dow-n the altars sud 13 Aisa they uwcre aver the bearers cf burdens, sud
the -%groves. and i liad heaten the gravea imagestto 

2 4
werc overseers cf ail that wvrought the wark in suy

Pawdcr, and 9 cut clown all the 8 idais thraughaut ail manner cf service: suad cf the Le'vites therc were
the land cf Is'rael, 14 lic rcîurned te Jeru'salcmn. scribes, and ficers, sud porters.

RevIseti Version.-' thirtv and one vears in Jeroualeni; -, eyes.; a turned net aside ; 4 or ; 5 Asherira;
6 graven. 7 the ; 

5
sun-îmages; -, hewcd ;10 purged ; Il in their ruiris round about-; 12 And hoe brako;

13 beat the Asherini and the graven images ; 14 and returned ; Is Omit whcn ; 16 and delivered ; 1-the
keepers cf tha door ; 18 ofthe inhahitants cf Jerusalpni; 19 deiivcred it inoa 20 Omit they gave it to;-
21 gave iL toa nxend snd repair ; 22 carpenters and te the builders ; 23 make heams fer ; 24 Stforward ail
that did the work i every manner.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
Time and

Place -640 te
622 B.C.;- Jerus-

Connecting

schwassucccedcd
on the thronc byf

BaalI the Sun Gad hie son Amion,
vwhocwickedsnd

idolatraus reigno f two years wus endcd by his murder
at the lansud cf lais servants. Josiaa his son thsu
bec-ame king. (Sec eh. 33 : 21-25.)

I. FoLLowING A GooD EXAipLE. - 1-S
(a). Joslah ; -the last good king" cf Judah.
And ha wss good, thaugla ha lad a wicked father sud
lived in evii Lianes. Peras lais mather, Jadidah
(2 1Xgs. 22 : 1), 'was.a gadly woman and had traincd
herson weil. F.ight years id ;a boy, withaaboy's
temptatians. Dld..right in the eyes of Mie
lord (Rev. Ver.). TIs muesse that hie heart was
riglat, as weil as lais acta, for God scarches the hicart,
Jer. 17: 10. In the ways of David bls father ;
that ll, lais aicastor. With the exsxnpîe cf msny
iricked kidog, and of a good kcing like David, before
hlm, ho fallowa the good. Turned nat silds, ete.
(Rev. Ver.) His life was like a straiglat path ; that
in, ha llved righteously sudi in the fcar cf God. For
lu the eighthi year ; wlacn ho was sixtean years old.
Ho bagan ta seek after the God of David. At
sixteen boys ame just utartlnz eut bu. lif. for thean-

selves. 'What botter thing can they do than seeic
Gad for their Guidc?

Il. DESTROYING FÂLsz WoRnsmP.-3- (b)-5.
In the twelfth year ; twaaty aew. To purge ;
cleause. Juciah and Jerusalem. The king ba-
ga lais refermatica at home, lu the capital and
its néighborhcod, graduaily extendbng it until it
reacelad tha northern regions, v. 6. High places ;
idol elarlues, afteu buit on the top cf hilas. Bsknlmn;
plurai of Basl, refarrlng te the different forms taider
which ho was worshipped. Sun-images (Rer. Ver.);
symbols cf the sun te which worslalp wus offered."
Groves ; poeas used lu the wership cf the vile goddess
Ashtorcta. The dust cf sil these idol symbols, the
kinrg strowed . . upon the graves cf their worship-
pore; treating the graves as guilty of the evil deeds
cf those lylus lu theni. Burnt tuie bones (taken
froni the gravcs) of the prista upon their sitar.
This would deffla the idolatrous sitars, se that they
could ne langer bo used for worship.

6, 7. The places naentbonsd ln v. 6 were in tiae
Northern Elngdom, whese luhabitants had heen
osrried away as captivaz bute Aàsyria about a hun-
dred yesrs bafoue. [t aeeans that Josisa clslmed
authority ov--r Lb!, klngdorn, as well as over Judaii.
and was resolved te, chear iL aise of idolatry.

III. REPAIRING GOD'S HousE.-8-lo. In
the edghteenth year. Jeslah wsu now twenty-
six. 'When he had purgsd the land, and the
houses; God's bouse, the temple. The evil had een
destroyed, and now the good la put lu bts place.


