BUNDAY SonooL auakidiin?

‘ed up ahd was Eomforted, and put
her arms around my neck ; ‘but 1
do not know why she said 1 ‘had
-done her gnod.”

* Come to my arms, my darling!”
said the mother; ¢“to rejnice with
those that rejoice, and weep with
those tha! weep, is to obey our bles-
sed Redeemer,”

SILVER WARE. ‘

“ Look, Ellen,” said Rose Ver-
non to her sister, as they sat atdin-
nef with their father, mother, und
uncle Gilbert, ¢¢ here are the Tower
marks on the spoons and forks that
we are using.”

Rose and Ellen had, that morn-
ing, accompanied their parents to
a silvermith’s shop, to make & pur-
chase as a present to a young rela-
tive ubout to commence housckeep-
ing.

A great variety of splendid and
useful articles were brought forward
for selection, from among which
the purchasers seemed disposed to
fix on a handsome tea-service, ob-
serving, ‘however, that the price
somewhat exceeded the sum they
had intended to devote.

The master of the chop then of-
fered to their inspection a modern
article, extremely elegant, much
in request, and which could be sold
at a much lower price. -

The articles produced were indeed

brilliant, tasteful, and well execu-
ted, and excited the admiration of
all the varty, especially of the
young Iadies, who pronounced them
even superior to those bearing the
hgher price.
. **Yes,” said Mr. Vernon, push-
ing aside the goods la<t exhibited,
‘“they are very Yeautiful 3 this kind
of ware js brought to great perfec-
tion, but it wants the Tower mark.”
Ellen iind Rose wished to know what
particular mark it was on which
their father laid’so great a stress,

ki)

Taking up the Kevvice Hrst so-
lected, and which he decided on
purchasing, "Mvr."Vernon showed
his daughter, on the under part of
each article, severul small stampe
—one of a lion, one of a crown,
another of certain letters, andsoon.

o Well, papa,’” said Ellen, “ you
have, no doutt, a good reason for
liking these marks ; but I really do
Dot see any greal beauty in them.”

¢« And,” added Rose, *if they
were ever so beautiful, they are
placed so aut of sight that no one
who did not know they were there,
would think of looking for them.™

¢ True, miss,”. interposed the
silversmith 3 ¢ but persons who
know the meaning of these marks
will never omit to look for them in
the goods they purchase. To give
you some idea ol their importance :
the goods in this window, all of
which bear the Tower mark, exceed
in their intrinsic value, by wmore
than a thousand pounds, that of an
equal quanity of the goods you just
now so much adired, which dv not
bear the Tower mark.”

¢« Do vou mean to say, sir,”” ask-
ed Ellen, «that the mark really
adds to the value of the things ¥

“ The mere uddition of the mark.
certainly, would not make that val-
uable which before was worthles~.
But as it never is applied except 1o
articles of intrinsic value, it serves
to attest the value of the article on
which it is found. Every piece of
gold and silver plate is required by
law to be tested by duly authorized
persons. If, on ecxamination, it
should be found that an article pre-
sented is, in any degree, below the
standard of purity. that article i«
immediately demolished, and vep-
dered valueless, except as old metal,
But if it is approved, these marks
are affixed to attést its purity and
value 3 and thero they stand o3 «



