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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN,

4
“HE TIMBER BUPPLY QUESTION.

Wo have received the following for publica
tion =

Sigr,~T iave for sovernl yeams been endavor.
ing, through the press and in pamphlets, to
draw attontion to and impress on the Govern-
ment and lumberers, both of Ontario and
Quebee, the importance and necessity of pro
xorving our thinbor resources, so as to placo us
in o pomition to take advantage of the wants
and necesxitios of our neighbors across the ine,
when theie supplies are exha ated, and not.
withstanding I showed that that timo was
within o fow years of its accomplishient, no
heed hns been given to my warnings,

Since iy fimt introduction of the question of
supply, in the United States and Canaula, the
Wastern lumber perimdicals have lusd no uppor-
tonity in tryi., to discredit iny statistics on tho
subject. They have in the itterest of the manu-
facturgm been endeavoring to loadwink tho
consumers with assertions that their tunber
resources wero abundant to meet the demnid
for many years, and thus withholding them
from prossing on the Governiment the necenaty
of admitting our Canadian lumber free of duty
and all other obstructions to which it is halle.
But the Government itself has now, it appears,
taken tho matter in hand, and has sent oxperts
to tho timber supplying States of Midugan,
Wiscondin and Minnesuta, the only onea they
have from the Rucky Muuntaius to the Bastern
Atlantic seabuand, to investigato and report on
the extent of their thimber resources fur their
forthcuming census returns, and I herewith beg
to hand you a copy of the New York Times, of
tho 21st instant, containing an article un the
subject, in hopes you will give it to the public
through the Lusnxnyay,

It will bo scen fromn tho article referred tu,
that at tho present rate of consumption their
supply will bo totally exhanstod within the shurt
period of about nine years, and when thero is
wdded to the population a yearly complement of
n million and a half consumers, a nmnber aqual
to the wholo population of the Pravince of
Quebec, tho supply will not suftico to respond
to tho demand for half-n-dezen yeara at the out
side, and in two or three vears at the very
farthest a total ceszation of shipments to the
East st tako place, which will necessitate a
doubling of oar present manufacturing capacity
to supply its place, and bo the meana of doubling
a3 well the valuo of our wood product.

Tho Western Ontario papers inform us of 100
acres of pino changing hands recently at §22,.
000, enough to purchase hialf-a-dozen good farus
with all their buildings and betterments, and
81,000 have been refused for ten pine trees in
tho Township of Puslinch, And what is the
reason of this extraordinary advance in the
valuo of such property? It simply arises from
o gearcity where, n fow years ago, pino on a
fann lot was looked upon a4 an eycsore. Tt
might surcly bo suppesed that our lumberers
wonld tako o lesson from this- but no—tho
stato of prosperity to which the United States
have attained, oceasdoning an increased con-
sumption of lumber coupled with a short supply
and a consoquent good demamd, have had the
effect of sending our lumberery into tho woods
with double foree, to slaughter away and keep
tho markets glutted, and thus waste their tim-
ber and entail on themselves a donble loss,

1 do not hesitate or fear to assert that theroas
110 description of commercial wood inour foresta
that will not in five years be worth more stand.
ing whero it is, than it is to-day manufactured
for market.

Janks Latrie

Cole St. Antoine, Montreal, March 25th, 1881,

When on tho 13th May, 1878, you published
a letter, from Mr. James Little, of Montreal, on
the subject of the devastation of our woodlands,
you no doubt remember the incredulty with
which his statcients were received by those
pretending to bo informed on tho subject ; but
you have sow tho zatisfaction of showing thay
tho warnings then given are fully justified by
the reportsof the Government iteelf, now onziing
to light through the medium of the lumber
journala of tho West, which, I may remark,
wero as advense to giving currency to tho facts
then as they are new urgent to have it recog:
nized that they assisted in giving the warning.

——

whole twenty-six States, comprising the Now
England, Middle, Western, and North-Weatermn
to tho Rocky )((l\ll‘;‘:\ill'k, only four, namely,
Maine, Michignn, Wisconsin and Minnesota,
hind & supply of tunber m excess of their own
wants, and tho question was, how long the sup-
My for commercial purposes would last tho
drain upon them? The whito pine being the
woud of prime importance, his remarks wero
that the supply of this timber was confined
alinost entindy to tho three States of Michigan,
Wisconsin at d Minnesota, and that tho demand
on them was wo heavy for all sections of the
country, that it would not bo posziblo for thom
to responed tu it for inore than six or soven yoars
longer,

The North western Lumpberman now  slates,
from  infurmation  derived from the proper
authorities, that the forthcoming report of the

nited States census will show that the pine
timber supply of the North-West, in 1830, was
i Minnesota, cradited by popular estims®~  th
10,000,000,000, only 6,150,000,000; Wis..isin,
frenn statetnents varied frow 80,000,000,000 to
100,000,000,000, unly 40,500,000,000, and Michi.
gan, on both tho upper and lower peninsulas,
35,000,000,000, making a tutal supply of 81,500,-
000,000 feet of pine thuber.  This paper at the
sawmo time states that the aggregate cut and deo-
structior of pine in the threo States is not far
frotn 8,000,000,000 feet per amnwn, 50 that, if
we deduct the past winter’s cut, which has been
an eacendingly heavy one, there remains stands
ing to-day in the whole North-West only 73,.
500,000,000 feet, which is distributed about as
follows, viz.: -
In Minuesota Ve beee tesans
In Wisconsin ... .
In Mlchigan.caeisrae +.30,000,000,000
Total ... e $3,500,000,000

From the above it will Le scen that even now,
when only three years of the six or soven men-
tioned Ly Mr. Little have gone, these States
have reached a condition when common pru-
dence wauld ray they had nut aunother fout to
wpare.  They mo rapidly growing in wealth and
population, and in all probability will havoe 6,-
000,000 inhabitants tu supply withit their own
boundaries in tho next ten years, so that the
amount now remaining would barely cupply
their own wants for twenty years from today ;
but what will be thaiv condition in fuue yeam
from this time if the continued slaughter of the
pino is kept up?

Tn round numbers, Michigan is parting with
hier forests at the rate of 5,000,000,000 feet a
year ; consequiently at the end of four years will
have only 10,000,000,000 remaining to supply
her more than 2,000,000 people.  Wisconsin will
probably part with 13,000,000,000 during the
samo period, leaving her with only 25,000,000,-
000, and Minnesota, that has not astock to-day
ono quarter suflicient for her own wants, will be
reduced to 3,000,000,000, leaving only 38,000,-
000,000 of white pine in the whole North-West
{an amount little more two years’ consumption
of tho whole country), as tho zescrvo supply,
not only for themselves, but for tho entire
conntry. It is but trifling with tho subject to
apeak of the few patches here and there in our
own State, weud in Pennsylvania, Virginia, or
clsowhere,

Formerly, when the New Eugland States
parted with their pine, there retmained the
furests of New Yuil, Pennsylvania and Canada
ta fall back on, these in their turn fell back on
Michigan, but now the reserves themselves ave
about gone, and oven Canada is forced to com-
peto for supplies in tho forests of Michigan and
Wisconsin for tho English market, and unless
something is at onco ¢ong to stop the destruc.
tion of this indispenrable timber, it will be all
gone, and we will have only the stumps reinaine
ing to remind us of our folly.

It is to bo hoped, now that tho Government
has como into possossion of the facts, it will take
means to enlighten the public on this most e
portant subjoct.  An enlightened @nblicopinion
can do much to aid in stemming the tide of do.
struction which is now going on with reckless
precipitancy, A knowledge of the value of their
property will causo owners to be more carcful of
it and not bo digposod to part with it to go
abroad at one-tenth the value it will have in a
fow yearz, standing it their forests for their own

s 5,560,000,000
33,000,000,000

ses

The facts that he presented were, that of the

wants. The substitution of spruce, hemlock

and other woods for such purposes a8 they are
suitable, by stopping tho frightful butchery of
this timber which is now going ou by the use of
circular anws, that turn ono-quarter of the tree
into sawdust ; by allowing tho young trees to
grow ;3 by tho Government withholding its tim.
bor lands from salo ; by proventing, if possiblo,
tho making of square timber in the woods, by
which ono-thied of tho treo is cut into score
blocks and shavings, furnishing the most fruit.
ful sourco of fire, and by throwing open our
ports to the free ontry of tinber from any coun.
try that may bo willing to spare it—and now
that this timbar is about gono, if tho humber
papery havo at last learned to racognizo the dif-
ferenco botweon a pino tree and n gooseberry
hush, s0 a8 to give their patrons correct infor.
mation on this important subject, somo little
may yet bo done to prolong the supply of this

indispensable timber,
Wiy Larter

Astor Houso, New York, March 16th, 1831,
—Neto York Times, darch 21st.

VARISKING FORESTS.

The Toronto Afail says that tho Jumber ques.
tion scems to bu coming, if not ** within tho
rango of practical politics,” at least within the
rango of practical busiuess men. A long con-
ferenco on the expediency of protecting the
forests was recontly held in Clueago ; and itlisfa
noticeablo fact that the remarks were made
chiefly by the owners of pino lards and the
operators of saw-nills, who may fairly bo sup-
posed, fromn the nature of their business, to have
a more intimato aocquaintance with the present
condition of our forests, and the nceessity of
protecting them and of replacing them as they
arv cut off, than those who merely sell the lum-
ber after it is sawed. ‘The situation in tho
States certainly seems to be rather startling.
Tho N. Y. Skipping List lately maid it had peen
advised that ** tho pine forests of Michigan will
bo exhausted in thirteon years, and thoso of
Wi and M L in thirty and forty
year”  After quoting and commenting upon
Mr. Little's letter, which we pubhish in another
colunn, the Ma continuey: ** Tho cchsus com-
missioners ought certainly to be expested to be
well-informed and impartial men; and if the
actual situntion should bo as is stated it is
rather o serions matter for the States. But it
is oqually serious for Canada. Lumber is our
staple export ; if our neighbors® fields should be
run out they wlll turn to us if we have any left.
A large part of our termritory scoms fit for
nothing eclso than a Jumber field. This being
tho fact, and a dewnand on its resources being
certain, should we not seek to turn ity resources
to the best account ?”

Waste Paper,

A recont report of the controller of tho British
Stationery Office, whase function is to provide
the paper used in all the government oflices,
states that the value of the waste paper collect.
ed from tho various oflices and sold for the pub-
lic account averages 850,000 ayear. Hitherto it
has been tho rule to turn tho bulk of this paper
over to a siugle finm, wnder bond to reduce it to
pulp in tho Umted Kingdom, . Under such
conditions, the prico reccived was less than the
paper was worth in open murket.  ‘The paper is
now seut to tho stato prisons, where it is sorted
and torn up, s0 as to Lo rendered practically
illegible, and then gold unconditionally at much
better prices than before.

At first thought it might seem to be more
coonomnical to burn tho paper at once, and thus
save all the expenso of collection and transporta.
tion ; but the controller states that tho money
received for waste paper in ome years amounts
to moro than the total salaries of the controller,
assistant controller, and staffs of thedepartment
in both England and Ireland,

Tie CANADA Lusineryas.~A journalin the
intereat of the lumber trade, bearing the above
titlo, which has been published in Toronto, has
passed into tho hands of Toker & Co., of tho
Peterborough Revirw, who will publish it here.
after, Under their cnergetic management it
will no donbt command a large share of patron-
age, and if the initial number is any criterion,
it well descrves to.  Published semi-monthly at

&2 a year.—Picton Times.

THE FREDERICTON BOOM COMPANY,
Recognizing tho impetus givon to lumberin,
operations Inst fall by tho favorable stato of thy
English markets, and feeling confident that thy
cut on tho Upper St. Johu and its tributsries
would bo in cxcexs of provious years, the
Fredericton Boom Company have mado ample
preparations to boom, hold and taft overy stk
that may float or bo d<jven down the river this
year. To do this necessitated not only the re
pairing of many piers in the old booms, tmt the
providing of increased boom apaco,  Work way
commenced on January 3rd in tho Gill buom,
beiow Frodericton ; and herv 13 to 20 teams,
along with about fifty men, were cmployod til]
threo now piers had boen constructed and the
damago done by thoe ico tosix of the old pitn
had beon ropaired. A largo jam pier was alsg
erccted in tho Mitchell Loom, likewise bLelow
Fredericton. The main operations, huwever,
wero coudurted at Sugar Island, just below the
mouth of tho Keawick, where a now reserss
boom hax been located and constructed, capable
of holding sixty millions and intended, in caze
of a big run, to reliovo the Douglas and Linealn
Looms to that extent. The location is admir.
ablo for tho purpese, being well sheltered and
having deep wator throughout the reason. Here
the company have expended fully 85,000 in the
ercction of thirteen jam and block piers, which
will render the boom fully able to atand all
strain. Al logs running down the river can be
turned into this area by means of a sheer boon
sct at the head for this ymrpese.  The boom was
located by Stephen Glasier, Esq., agent of the
boom company, who has also personally super
intended tho construction and repairs to the
soveral boows thin winter. Perhaps the most
difficult task Mr. Glasier had to undertake was
devising means to guard tho ten million logs
now in the Douglas boom from being carried
away by the run of ico thir spring; and alung
with tham, batwoeen four and five millions lying
raftod in the wako of the boamod logs—all these
logs having come duwn last fall too late to Le
got away before navigation closed. Two new
riers have been built in this boom and the
saventeen oxisting piers havo cach been rained
about tivo feet, 0 a8 to prevent the icc from
jamming in on top of tho logs and earrying
them away. It is oxpected that theso piers will
presont an impassable barrier to the run of up-
river ico and turn it in another direction, thus
saving the logy in the boom. With respect to
tho fivo million rafted just below tho boom, as
the ico there is rotling rapidly, it is belicved
that thoy can bo yot away beforo the up-river
ico runs down. Messrs, D. D. Glasier & Sons
are keeping o sharp lookout, and by pushing
their tugs up ns fast as possible, taking advant-
ago of tho open creeks, oxpect to be able to tow
thiese rafts down to St. John ahead of the main
body of icc.  While the boom company havo
made most extensive arrangements for the sum-
mer business, more improvements would have
been mado in tho lower booms if the early
wasting away of the ice had not prevented the
lumber having been got out for the purpose.
From the best information attainable, the com
pany loak forward to a run this spring and sum-
mer of about 150,000,000, and have mado their
arrangements accordingly.  The quantity of
snow now in the woads on the Arocstook aud
Upper St. John renders the chanco of a sudden
fall of water like that of last spring impossible,
so it is extremely probable that most of the
quantity above cstimated will reach the boun

this spring and early smmimer.—St. John Sun.

FOREST FIRES.

ATTLEBORO, Mass., March 28.—An oxtensive
fire has been raging in the woods between Attles
boro and Mansfield all day, extending into
Wronthan, whero to-night it is burning with
great fury. A large quantity of wood and tim.
bor has been destroyed, and soveral dwellings
are threatened. A fores of men arefighting the
fire, which is fanned by a strong breeze.

_\\_’xmmmnm:, March 28.—Forest fires aro
burning furiously on the mountains near here
along the line of the Lehigh and Susquehanna
railroad, and arespreading rapidly to-night.

GLOUCFESTER, Mass,, March 28,— An extensivo
fire is raging in tho woods between here and
Rockfort, which threateny to burn a large arca.
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