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a nulobt imp)ortant Period in tliu world'ui
Ilistory. It îVuîs the age of Constaninîe
the Gicat, Juliani tia Apiostate, the grreat
Trleodosius, andi the terrible Alarie the
Goti. Ti'le controvcrsy lietween the follow-
trs of Atlîanasius aud Arius rent the thuris-
tiai Qlureh ; aud rival factions shed cadli
odiei's llood, ini fire VontuŽsts regari(tg
the mysterious niatuye of the Godlucad(.
It was the age whuen îtvo of the great
fouinders of Latfin Christianitv arose anid

tloiiilicl-uwboso lislîop of Milan, andi
Angustine of Ilippo iii Afica-tme latter
kkstilied 10 Cxcrî, îy ais ringan ilin-
<ee over the %vliole of Chi-,tendloni greater
,than that of any oduer man silice the elays~
of the Apostles. Tlue harbaiians o? the

norîlusgac o f o their quarrv, froua.
ofar-wcre swvoopiiumg down, lilze onles to
the curcase, on1 tue eourulît, disor-aiiizcul
!ioniaîî 1iuipire ; anud ini little niore than
1mal? a cen Inn-, Roune, iluat oruel, r:îpaciouis
ponde, before whîiclî the world lîad tromiblcd
for agesq, perislicul, "deep iii rin as iii
guilt.'' But one staîr of llope reimailîcd

for th iiiemd %wor]d-Clurisîiaiîy, thli re-
ligioui of lc-dtiudto squi-vive ail tlîe
horrors and! <isordeus of tlîc tiles, anîd to,
ecet on the rîinis of 1Pui gan hoie, tlie flair

oai îtely stiueoîcre o a olîuisîiauî civiliza-
tioti.

It as dluring tis P-ventful pcriod tlîat
Aitlihrose, BiSluop O? Milan, fluîîrizlletl,
wvliosc liante oeeupies, a iunoit imiportait,
pleu iii tue lîistoîy of the Chureh. In
hini the sierdotal t'lararter assýuiiîod a
digi ty aud imipo-rtanice illiknlow n lofore,
conifronitiliug tue thuone, and ercu oxerdciln'
a spiritual dicîatorship over the sîuîrcuîîc
niagistrate. At tiîis time, cadi tlèilu ias
supremecil b his oivi diojcce. So far fruîîu
assuîingi unirorsai dominion over thej
wliole ivorld, the bislîop of flome w.as
cotuularatiuely ivitliout ttittliority ; uifle
tlie bishop o? Milan is a1 fuir nuore puonuui-
lent and cominanding figure. Amlîrose
iras, îndccd, the spiritumal ancestor of the
llildotu)ranids auid due Innocents, anud litust
devecloued that papal poiver amud im piei-iotus-
ness wlî icli aftcruvards attamied such staît-
fin- dimensions ini a long Elle o? Popes.
iVitlb ali l is fauitlts, lie n'as distiîmguislîed

for his %vise and courageous benevolence,
and bis gencrous, uniselhish (lCVOtioil to-îhe
gîrcat ilnterests of huniyt. whlo de0es
îîot apphîud bis mloral couirlige as hoe stood
forth the championi and vindicator of out-
r.igedl huînaniît', andi, cîîlhîg beforeo the
tribunal of justice the mnigbty Tlîeodosius,
the iaster of the wvorld, for the inlimnan

issacre at 'rhcssalouuiva, conipcllto hilm.
to heg for absolution at luis luaîds, tho great
Em-peroy prostrate on the cartb, lîeating
bis brcast andi waterinig the grounfi with,
bis tears. But it is onlv as at liviii Nvriter
tluat WC have to do0 w'ith Ambîrose. To
huinu are uittrilîutcd soune of tlue iloblcst of
the Latin livauns %vith whuiclu, for ages,
catlhedral and mlonasîcuy rcsoundcld, ajnd
vhicu hîclpcd to kceep olive, lin manc aî luart,

the flainne of devotion, during the darkncilss
and %vretellecdness of the îniddile :ugus. He
înipartcd to the cevenionial of the cbnrch a
soleninity and initicience prcviously un-
knowui ; cultivated nusic ivith the utinost
(Lire, and iiîtroducofi tue antiphlonal chant-
iiig and sigingiiý, in wluich the dilffrent sides
of the choir answered to cadi other i» rc-
spitsie verses. So beautiful was the
niai L:u in the Aunbrosian chant, thiat Augus-
tino tells uls in bis -Confessions,"' lis sen-
sitive conscience took, alLirm, lest whllen he
wept nt the solenîn niusie, lie shotild bic
vieldiuug to the luxury of swcet soninds,
radiecr thon inimbingy the devotionol spirit
of the i mn. This chant which so ravisli-
ed the cars of young Augustine %vith its
simple and mnascuhine toilcs, is stili preser-
Ved i the obturclh of Milan, and lso i its
main féatures, [n the caîbiedral chianting of
Eiigland ; wliile in the IRoman Catliolie
scrvices it lias beexu discarded for the more
comiplicated G ucgorian chantiog.

Ti.lîre cantibc littie dlotit that il is to,
Anibrose the Churistian. world is indcbtcd
for that grand ohi lîymn usunlly namced
'luTe Te, Deumn,> w1lidb lias -waftodl to

licaven the prise of moen, generation after
gencration, silice its ivords wcere tilrt limard,
fourteeni liunidrcdl )cars agO, in the Catue-
drat. of Milau. 0f ht a lîcautiftil ivriter
says, Ilit is at once a luymn, at crced il id a
prayer; or rather it is a crced takinr %Vil]&
and sooring hicaveîuward ; ht is faiîl seizcul


