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OUR PUBLIC SCHQOOLS:- . QR
SHOULD THEY BE SECULAR,
8%SSECTARIAN, OR RELIGI

? ) °

—_—

WHAT 1S THE STATE ?—TEEORHBS OF |

PUBLIC EDCCATION—WHY DOES THE
STATE EDUCATE ?—THE EEY OF XNOW-
LEDGE—THE LAMP OF WISDOM-~—CICE-

RO'S OFINION OF A LIBERAL EDUCA-'

TION—DR. DUFF ON SECULAR SCEOCLS
—WHAT RELIGION IS TC BE TAUGHT,

Should the
Schools of a country
or Sectarian, or Reli ious, is one
of the vexed questions of our Dp.
minion-—we may indeed say, of our
Continent—at this moment.
able to answer this question intelli-
gently, it is necessery to go baek
to first principles, and to enqaire—

What is tho State ? and In what rela- | Rige, Princio o e Lold (o2 D

tion does it stand to the educstion of

thé people 2

WHAT IS THE STATRE ?

In o ccuntry like this, and with the
political freedom tre posssss, the Stale
18 just the people aciing through their
representatives, vnder God snd the
Constitution. The State is nof, a5 in
the despotisms of old, s king or an

N

ational or Public,
be Secular,

To be |

. our day,
'hold that there shounld be free traden

I-emperor acting out; (without fear of
God or man) his sovereign will; nor
is it, according to the communists of
our day, the people doing as tney
choose, withont regard to the eonsti.
tution under which they were born,

and the Grod in whom they live, mnove,
l and have their being. The State, ac-
I cording to the Christian idea, is the
| people conducting their public affairs
under law to their Constitution and
their God. Tha precise question,
then, under discassion at present, in
its first aspeot, is—In what relation
does the Sfate, so understood, stand
to the instruction or education of the
people ? ’

THEORIES OF PUBLIC EDUCATION,

1. There have been eminent men in
such as John Stuart 3ill, who
education. Such men hold (as Dr.
ing School, London, explains the
theory of which he is g disciple,)
‘ That Government should require for
every child & good sducstion; should
take proper manner to have the edu-
cational condition of children (especi-
ally befora they sre allowed to go to
vork, whether whole timo or half
ltime), of electors, of compatitors for




