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Notes by the Way.

Candlemas-Day.—It is rathor amus-
ing to soe, every time the Feast of the
Purification of tho Mother of oar Lord
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comes round, all the papers ropeating
the old rhymes about the prospecta of
tho weather. The ancient foreteilings
wore made when the Old Style was in
voguo, so that, to appreciato their
meaning, wo must postpono the date
twelvo days; just as what we call
Twelfth-day, was in our younger days
called by many of the older people Old
Christmas, so Candlemas-day ehould
be the 14th instead of the 2nd of Feb-
roary. The rhymes are chiefiy from
the North conntry, and are frequently
misquoted :

«1f Candlemas-day be clear and lasr,

Half the winter’s to comse and mair.”

- The hind would assoon see his wilu onhher

[bier,
As that Candlemas-day should be fair and
fclear.”

The very peculiar word hind, for
farm-labourer, a term unknown in the
Southeru counties of England, shows
*helocality whence this latter distich s
derived. Anothercurions psendorhyme
is connected with this month :

« February fill dyke,
Be it black or be it white,
But if it be white it’s the better tolike."”

Trat is: it 18 well to have the
ditches filled in Febroary in some
way, either by rain or enow ; black or
white; but tho latter is preferable.

Of course the actual day of the
month does not signify, but nn doubt
the state of the weather about the
date in question is, in genecral, a fair
prognostic of tho duration of the
winter,

Artificial manoring.—A liberal mind
has Prof. Brooks, of tho Massachusetts
Agricultural College. Ho says, and
with perfect truth, that * for oats, rye,
and grass, nitrate of soda applied just
as the growth begins in the spring,
has proved very beneficial.” Nobody
doubts thigs, for 8 moment, but when
tho Professor goes on to advise that
‘400 1bs. to thoareshounld be applied,”
there, wo must call a balt. Nitrate of
goda costs $60.00 a ton, here, therefore,
the dressing of an acre of oats, rye, or

ts, would cost §15.00 : could that
psy ? A bushel of oats, for instance,
is worth, say, 40 cents, to ask one to
belicve that the additionzl crop growe
by the application of fiftecn dollars'
worth of & manure 8o evanescent in 1ts
effects as nitmate of soda can by any
favourable conjunction of weather &e.,
amount to thirty-seven bushels ap
acre is rather too mach of a good
thing , and yet that is what 1t must
come to, if there i3 any truth i
ﬁ%ures : 37 bushels of oats at 40 cents
a bushel amount to $14.80. We aro
afraid tho extravegantstatements thaty
emsnate in such numbers from the
agricultural colleges in the States,
are doing moro barm than all their
combined encrgies will remedy in
many s lopg year.

But, of course we are not to be sup-
posed capable of underrating the use
of artificial manares; only, their use
maust have sense a3 & guide. For, an-
other cass i point: a Professor ad-
vises “ the application of 400 lbs. of
highgrado snlphate of potash to the
acro of polatoes;” not u word about
the soil being fall, or the reverse, of
potash already ; and the adviser does
not scem to have the lesst idea that
potash ig of no uso at all, in nine cases

tho drossing of grass-lands with po-
tash, it is difforent ; for, if tho manure
does not act this year it is thoro ready
to act tho noxt year. But tho fact i,
that where farmyard manure is used
equally all over a furm, thore, potash
will be found to be & most costly and
usoless application. Phosphoric acid,
in tho shape of bone dust or of mino
ral superphosphates, and nitrogen, in
the form of nitrate of soda or sulphate
of ammonis, are all the additional aids
necded.

And this loads us to advert to the
salos of artificial manures that are
made annually in this province. Mr.
Spafford stated, the other day, at a
meeting, at Capelton, of gentlomen
interested in mining, that, *‘at present,
about 1500 tons only wore used,
wheress, ten times that amount might
be employed with advantage.”

Now, 1n round numbers,a ton of
superpbosphate, of fair quality, may
be taken to represent a decent dress-
ing for soven acres of land., So, we
have it that 10,500 acres are annually
dressed with superphosphate, in this
province, or in tiis Dominion, for, un-
fortunately tae report of Mr. Spaf-
ford’s address is vague. And, agsip,
wo have to remark upon the absmd
fast on, both here and in the States,
of calling all commercial manures
‘““superphosphates.”  Superphosphate
is, properly, a certain amount of phos-
phate ‘of lime dissolved in sulphuric

phate may be in the form of bones or
in the m:nersl state, as in Carolina ur
Florida rock, in apatite, &e.

By the bys, we remark in some of
our exchanges a resascitation of the
old scheme to persuade people that
Canada apatite ground oxtremely fine,
may be used as advantageously as if it
had been dissolved as above.

Now we have tho autbority of the
three greatest and best known agri-
cultural chemists in theworld; Lawes,
Volcker, and Aitken; for sayng that
aty crystalline form of phosphato of
lime is useless 23 a8 manure, unless it
has been previonsly dissolved in acid.
No infinitesimally fine pulverisation is
of any use.

Turnips.—A correspondent of Hoard's
Dairyman, eignisg himself F. C. N.
send the following to that paper:

Vermont Way of Raising Turnips. —
Ep Hoaep's Dateruax :-Havingpim
several years' experience with turaips
will give HL. C., Stort Creek, Ohio, a
few suggestions. Wosow the round
turnip—never heard any other name
for them Sow seed before cultivating
the last time, goncrally abont the last
of Jund. Use quarter of a poand to the
acre, which is a groat plenty. This
year we raised two thousand bushels
on twelve acres of cornand potatoss—
did tho best in corn. Fed fifty bushels
a day to thirty-seven cows, also gave
them iwo quarts of bran and mid-
dlings. Got seventeen thousand pounds
of milk in October—psid us 81,047,
Skimmed night's milkk and msade 100
pounds of batter, which brought 2{c
—top price. Feed turnips after milk-
ing at night and you will get no tarnip
taint in butter, it nothing but night's
milk i3 skimmed. Bo sure aud sow
thom thin. Do not feed more than
once 1 dsy., Better take the tops off if
wsnted for winter feed. Would not
advise butller makers to grow them,
bat for checso they can't be beat, con-
sidering cost of production and milk
value.

Cows are ecarco and high. Good
ones scll from $30 to $35. Calisin
good order go from 218 to 822

out of ten, unless it is applied in the
fall or, st latest, in earl;lr)gimh. In

West, Pawlet v ® C N.

acid, and nothing olse; and this phos-]%

What is this marvellous eagernese
to grow t¥o orops at once? Fanoy
tho skill of o man who can makea
quarter pound of turnip-sced cover an
acro of groand ! Surely, if the cow
could spare somo of its food to the
tarnips, the potatoes would want all
thoy could get. This is not farmiog at
all, but soratching for & living , some
thing like tho Chaunnel-Island people,
where, in Guernsey sud. Jersey, we
have known carrots sown among the
barley. However, we are glad to ree
that there are some who, like our-
solves, give turnips to cows, though
wo never drosmed of such rations as
50 bushel a day for 35 cows !

Again, v7e .20 intho Farmer's Advo-
catea lottor from M. Wark, of Windsor
Mills, on the 2amesubject :

“ Bsautitful Butter " from Trmips,
—1I saw in the ADVOOATE for Ve-
cember 15th, that * ¥, J. 8. informed
us good batte; could not be mzde
when turnips were fed tho cows, I re-
cdived aI remittanca fmt}x Montreas),
the da ot your paper, for i quanti-
ty of by;ttagr, the cows ha.:ring been fed
turnips and hay. The bayer paid 22

cents for the batter, and said it wes
beautifal.
RoBeRT WARK,
‘Windsor Mills,

[Nore—Would Mr. Wark give oor
realers further information as to the
uantity of turnips fed, method,
before or after milking, eto ; also give
his plan of haadliog and creaming

Therootsshounld bs given immediate-
ly after milking, and we never gave
more than half a bushel a day to ezch
cow, either here or in Evgland. As for
the flavour of the batier we made, the
opinion of the Trustees of a cerlain
Colleze in the Townships was: that
we ought to have sold the batter we
made on the college-farm and boaght
inferior butter for theuse of the pupils,
as it was the height of extravaganoce
to give boys such butter as that |

As to feeding fat into milk, we were
glad to see that Professor Long, stthe
annual meeting of the English Dairy-
farmery' Society, last month, said:
that he saw no remedy that woald
protect tke fraudulent sale of separat-
ed millk, except the fixing of areason-
able standard. Farmers ought to ex-
perience no difficnlty in producing
milk containing a certain proportion
of solids as specified in the resolatior.
It was within thetr ‘o tmprove
the quality of the milk yielded by ther
cows by the addition of certain foods.

Mr. Long, I need bardly say, is
koowa in Evgland to boasdistinguish-
ed for practical knowledge asho is for
theoretical acquiremonts.

The two prizé-animals wo lay before
our recders in this number sre tho
Queen’s Shorthorn steer and the won-
derful Polled Angas heifer, exhibited
by Mr. Clement Stephenson whose
winnings at tho Fat Stock Shows are
probably withont precedént. At Bir-
mingbam her prizes wero: £16 as
best in her class; £30 a3 best Soot;
the President’s prize of £25; the
Elkiogton Challenge Cup, 100gs. ; and
the Thorley Challenge Cap, 100 ga. At
the Smithfield Clab SLow she won first
in her class, $20; tho breed priza,
£25 ; tho prize as bast cow or heifer,
£50; the Club’s champion prize, 100
ge. ; and Hor 2 ajesty the Queen’s Cup,
150gs. The Iast-named tropby isnot
won abeolntely, but the othors are
final, and, of course, a half-share of
seoaring sbsolutely the championships

at, Birmingkam is due to’ Benton



