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FENELON AND SIR MICI1AEL
SAII sAY.

The conversion of Sir Michael Iam-
say by Fenilon is of so interesting a char-

acter that wç think we may be doing some
service by reviving it ai the present MO-

rment. Sir Michael was descended from

the ancient house of Ramsay in Scotland,

and was educated at Oxford, where he

obtained a doctor's degree. From bis

youth he exhibited a very decided taste

for mathematics and theology. He very
soon discovered the instability and fallacy
,of the Anglican creed. Having floated
for some Lime on a vast 'ea of philosophi-

cal opinions,,he determined Io consult the
Anglican andDutcb divines, but bis doubts
and diMculties were any thing but remov-
ed. Ramsay could find no where a rest-

ing place until lie pieented himself to Fe-
nelon,A rchbishop of Çambray. We now

purpose dwelling for a littie while on the
gentle manner which the dove of Cambray
adopted in eniiglitenng the philosophie
rnind'af Ramsay. Amongst other things,
Fenelon observed to him-

"That Christianity, or, rather, the es-

tablishmraent of Christianity, is a tact. I
is not susceptible of that rigid metaphysi
cal eviderice and testimony in its favor.-
Is there any thing in history which you
more flrmly believe than this very tact o
which wo are speaking? Can reason ai
low you to doubt of tiis fact and ail it

circumstances? There is, then a Christ
iau religion. Are not the reasons an
motives for believing it satisfactory an
conclusive? What can you otject againsli
that is soúnuand admissible ? And wher

is this religión mare scrikingly seen an
naintained than tilithe CatlDlic churchl-
Does not this church hold the same syn
bol or creed as the apostles--tLe sam
eacraments, the sane worship, the saim

norality,the saime government? We kno
the time when and the place where the vu
riotus separatists from the èhurch sprea
their dissensions and ravages. We kno
(said Fenelon) the motives which led t
tihese desolating schisms: pride, jealous)
obstinacy, and sometimes passions of
more shameful and degrading characte

How, then, can you admit the rauthori
of suich sectarian leaders, and refuse1

submit to the authority o te head of ti
church? Private judgment (the liber
of intierpreting every thing as we pleas
and arbitrarily judging of every thin
even of things that we cannot understai
or comprebend)-do not these ail lead
Ile most fatal consequences? Is not th
tlhe source of ail those systems of infid
ity which disfigue the face of the eart
break down all the barriers and sa p al t
foundations of the social system?"

"Djf thIere is a God (and vho can f
on instant doubt it) the Christian, the C
tholic religion is true; and if there is t

a God, then there is no moral code or i
straint, no obligation, consequenly,
living even as a marn.'

"When men assai! religion their pi
j. ta dress il up as a mnste5Ir--to cari
ture and calumniate il; and thus it is t'
the'y libel, judge1 and reject it. Lot t
exainefl il dispassionately ; let them tri
il from its origin & thiro'oui ils progret

let them endeavor ta form an aoquaint- "Is not God in possession of an infinite
auce with it frotn pure tources : let them knowledge, ta which we are perfect stran- ci
try to tate it,to practice it,and not censure gersi When He la pleased ta uifold su
and ridicule its miniasters and its foilow- ta us certain revelations by means nc
ers,. who know littie of its maxims, and of a supernatural voice,it is not for us to li
they will invariably find it holy, invaria- examme the why or the wherefore!of these
bly reasonable, invariably consoling.l' mysteries,but merely the certainty of the gi

6l weighed," sys Ramsay. ••the force revelations. They may appear to us in- c
of this reasoning; I saw clearly that there compatible, ihough in reality they are not
was no admitting a revealed law without so ; and this apparent incompatibility n
admitting a living interpreter. My beart springs from the weakness of our mind,
was true and sincere, and Fenelon knew which has not sufficient knowledge ta ob- st
it. He placed his reasons before ne serve the connexion between our natural a
with such aweetness, patience, and exquis- ideas and these supernatural truths. t
ite preciseness ; he manifested such Zeal "Purely to love (said Fenelon,) humble a

and magnanimity in instructing me, that I to believe-bere is the Catholic relgion!- tc

was almost overcome. But my pride stili Properly speaking,we have but two points
held out and contrived to envelope with of belief: the love of an invisible God
frightful mists truthe so admirably calelu- and obedience ta the living oracle of his ti
lated to persuade and convince. Church. Every other particular truth is 

"After much hesitation, distrust, tetnp- absorbed and swallowed up in these two ti
tation, &c., I resolved ta give Feaelon simple and universal truths; which are à
my confidence. It was cordially received. within the reach of every one's capacity. j
Still I found many embarrassments. The Can there be any thing more worthy of t
shame of yielding and obeying gave im- the divine perfection or more essential and h
portance to the various difficulties sugges- necessary to human weakness ?
ted by myself, and which my ambitious "Instead of employing the ray; of light
reason failed not ta magnify. I sunk i that e possess ta guide us from our state t

ta oa profound melancholy. Fenelo n- oa darkness, we lose ourselves in a laby- 8
- deavoured to divert me and console me, rinth of disputes, errors, chimerical sys- t

but never urged me. Examine,' said he, teme and particular sects. Hdtherto you
L 'examine leisurely and pray much.' have been seeking ta become possessed[of
f "I see clearly," observed Ramsay to truth ; now it is necessary that truth F
- him, 'that there istno n- middle way between should possess and captivate you, and
s Deismn and CatholicitY ; but, ratier than strip Vou of ail those pretended mental

believe what Catholics believe, I Prefer riches in which you have been confiling.
d rushing into the otherextreme." To be perfect Christians it is necessary
d You would be ashamed,' FenlclO? qui- that we divest ourselves of every thing,
t etly replied, 'you would be ashamed to even of our ideas. Catholicity alone can
e believe as they do, although they believe properly teach that poverty which the
d nothing but what is true. He then laid Gospel recommends. Impose silence,

before me a rapid yeteear exposition of then, on your imagination and your rest-
. the Jewish religion,of the Christian faith, less reason, and say frequently to God;
le of the submisslon which it demande, and teach me. O God, through the heart and
e of the light and help which it supplies ta not through the mind; make me believe as
w its followers. 'How happy,' exclaimed the saints have believed ; make me love
a- he,'would the world be if ail would submit th saints l eved T ae m e
d to this holy law! How easy is it totnder- as th sainte loved. Thus sha yoau l

w stand it,how delightful ta follow it? Its ,iced ind a

ta s ublimity and intelligibility. if I May be ai- incredu itay did Fenelon ake Ramsay

y, lowed theexpression, evidently prove that feet that we cannai consisehly be a Deist

a it lias God for its author, that he intended . . . a
r. it for ait Mon, andi that ail are bod te. wnithout becoming a Christian, nor philo!-

ýy i. Bright and dazzling as sophically a Christian without becoming a
ty embrace t rgtaddaziga ti Catholic. Af'ter six month.s' intercourse
to (continued Fenelon,) I acknowledge that Ct . A ' si otla nerors
he t a s its (c l e ri oulou s cndg hat wswith Fenelon, Ramsay became a member
he it lhas its mysterious clouds and shadows. of the Catholhe churcht. Hie was the au-
ty But ought not the true religion, is it tnt thor of may works. He died in 1743.

e, intended to elevate and humble man, tao

g, shew at once his. greatness and his lit- PLA1¶ 0F TUE PROOFS OF
nd tieness? By folowing its morality we re- ' RELIGION.
to nounce pleasure for the love of suprene BY JHONDAR DE LA MOTTE.
is beauty; by believing its mYsteries we sac- I find pleasure and pain existing in the

ei- rifice our ideas ta eternal truth. In this world. Each one's experience convinces.
h, manner it is that man sinks away and him of ibis.
he disappears before the Being of beings.- I also find in it the idea of right and

'l'he question is not whether we are ta ex. wrong. Ail society depends upon this idea,
for amine if it be necessary that God should Every where and in every language, il is
a- reveal ta us his mysteries in orderto hum- said: you have done right, you have done

not hie us;îthe point is to know whether lhe has wrong ; that is lthe acit of an honest man
re- o a ltrvae hn.I ~la p-<iIi h c Iarge
aofe abscetrh bdec n lv ed o nu usle ihii

or hae gnoterevealedethem. wIf vh haspo. tauso the co b rog u nwr
kC piend hipreaturethe obedinceand love buWe adon endow orselvsowitho ti

re; inhepaabe Crsantisafc.-sensbiie toule asr.n opi ete

Free will, because necessity bas no
hoice, and the idea of right and vrong
upposes a choice of action ; thus, we can.
ot suber praise or blame a %fone for fat'
ng, nor a fiame front ascending.
A law necessarily presuppose a law,

iver, and freewill necessarily superindw,
es aerit and demerit.

Merit and demerit iave a mteral con,
exion with plesure and pain.

According to these ideas, I ask any man,
upposing ho had to distribute pleasure,
nd pain, if ho would Dot give the pleaure
o the good and the pain ta the bad, and
lways in proportion,he greatest pleasires
o the best and -the greatest pains to the
worst.

Such is indubitably the idea of disti ibu.
ive justice impressed-on every mind. We
must then infer that suchis the conduet of
he law-giver; otherwise weo wuld I.ok
poù him as a senseleus tyrant, who pun-
shed those whoobliged him, andrewarded
hose ouly who were in rebellion against
him.

Interest and reasoa, then, oblige man to
study well the law imposed upon him, and
o conform to it in the-hop of happiness,
m he must avoid infripging.ii from the fear
of misey.

Anterior to any written law, man was.
bound to remain faithful. t certain princi-
ptes which he found in bis heart, and which
he had not placed there.. This is the state
of naturak lIw.

A ne state. God wills to manifest
himeselfstill farther to man, and to give
him a written lawasthe developementt nd.
perfection of the former. What ought man
to do 1 To, assure himself that it is God,
who speaks, that ha may obey His orders

I suppose myself a witness of the mira-
cles which Cod performed in revealing His
will to me. He changes, at his pleasure,
the laws of nature, ta prove to me that he
is their master. I reaso in this way : ei.
ther it is God who speaks and I ought to
obey him, or else God bas lent ail lIis
pover to the support of falsehood, and i[L
this case He would be the criminal, which
entirely overthrows every idea which 1
have of Him and which He HHiiself bas
given me.

But I have not witnessed the miracles
and the revelation. I am only told that
they took place: my.interest and my rea.
son then oblige me to enlighten myseif oh
this poin;, if there are any means of doing
so: and there are suic means.
* Facts are proved in t wo ways, either by

irpressing themeselves on the genes Of'

those who are witnesses of them ; or else

by the strength of the testin>ony which at-

tests them bthis strength of testimony may
be so great as to take the place of the
senses themselves. But, it la said, ithese
facts are supernatural, and therefore les.
credible ; they are distant from us, and
therefore stili ls credible.,

Not so; supernatural facts cau be judg-
ed of by the sese as well as natural facts;
and the senses are as sure in one Case as in

<lie other. A people who have crossed
the sea dryshod between <ho divided va-
tors, are as sure oif this mireCle as of' the
ordinary stat1e aof the sea.

Distant facts, natural or supernatural,are
eqully proved by tho force of testlimouy.
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