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THE CATHOLIC.

and the gates of hell sball not prevail agaiast 1>
[ hee you to abserve these words: he <peaks but of|
e only Chnsely therefore e dil not wish to es-
yblish severaly there eanaot theretore have heeat
sceveral founded by i, but omy one for lh-[
vorld, and upon one and the same stone, one cnly
Sundation. ALY how should he ever endure (!i-,
sion and paues in his Chureh, who has lefd us.
*hie axionn that,* every kingdom disided  aueainst,
t~elf sha'l be made  desolate; and every city or
quise dhvided aeninst itself shall not stand,™

osut most  clearly by St.John. At the report of
the resurrection of Lazarus, the chief priests and'
the pharisces take alarm and assemble in Council.
~What shall we do, *’ say they, ¢ for this maa’
doth many niracles? If we let him alone so, all’
will believe in him aud the Romans will come and
take away our place and nation.””  Butone of them
named Caiphus, the high-priest of that year, said
tothem ; “ You know nothing, neitherdo you
consider that it is cxpedient for you that one man
~hould dic for the people and that the whole nation
perish not.”” Take notice of the reflection, which
the beloved disciple of our Master subjoins. ¢“And
this he spoke not of himself ; but being the high-
priest of that year, he vrophesied that Jesus should

die for the nation ; ard not only for the nation, but
to gather together in onc the children of God that

were dispersed.” Such then wasthe planof our
Saviour and the object of his death ; by paying his
blood as the ransom for all men, he died to gath-
er together into ane flock, toumte in onebody all
the childeen of God; spread overthe face of the
globe, both those who then wereliving or who af-
terwards would live upon the great contineots, and
those who inhabited or would inhabit the Islands
scattered on the seas.* Your ancestors in fact
were called in their turn to the body of Jesus Christ;
they helonged to it for ages, and would have con-
tinued still to belong to it, if they bad notbeen un-
fortunately cut off from it by the mortal blow of the
peformation, which manifestly has destroyed, be-
tween you and us, that system of unity which our
Saviour purposed to cement by bis blood.

Have you cver reflected upoit what our Saviour
said when he told those that were his by what sign
they should be recognized in all places fur his dis-
ciples? Tle does not wish that men should know
them, by the austeritics of their fasts and abstinen-
ces as was the case with the followersof (he Bap-
tists ; or by the vain distinction of their dress ora
minute application to external and bodily obser-
vances; still lessby the infatuation of certain philo-
sophic systems, Jike the adepts of the Postico or the
Academy. What then was to be the distinctive
mark of his disciples? ¢ By this shall all men
know that you are my disciples, ifyou have love
one for another.”  And as we cannot recognize
the true disciples of a God, without wishing to in-
ergase their number, ull who would have seen them
would have joined them in crowds ; the ierrssisti-
ble charm of fraternal charity would have sucees-
sively drawn whole people, and would gradually

ety bave subjected the whole world to Je-
ist.
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Now the principle of a universal and charitable
affection most certainly exists in unity, as that ofa
reciprocal estrangement is found inschism and sepa- | altention, inculcates the reason of it two separatc:
ration.  As long as we belong to the same Church [times.  ‘Fhnt the world, * says he, “may know
ana the same faith, we form bnt one great family, || that thou hast sent me ; that the world may know
we feel a sympathy and a love for one another as;|that thou hast sent me.”  And observe how this
brethren.  But should unfortunatcly a separation ladiirable prayer, after commencing with the a
tahe place ; mutual comphaints, accusations, and,|postles, then tuming to those who should be conver
irritations ensue, Thenceforth we become stran-'Hed at their word, is extended even to unbelicvers.,

solute and perfect unity,  And why all this ? Jest-
Christ himself tells us, and the more to arrest ou

. s e 1 . .
gers, and too oflen cnemies to each other.  Unity, jaud thus embraces all mankind. Tt is then truc.

" therefore, can bind and attach nations together, and | according to the word of our Master, that the per
Wesee moreover, his system of unity traced |

enfers, ofncccssi(}" iuto the distinctive and (_hm--i fect union of all bis di.\‘ciplos was to piesent to (k.

acteristic mark, which Jesus Christ, assigns to his | world a striking proof of the dixinity of his n.ission;
L . . . | . o

disciples, the cause being essentielly inseparable:jand that the beautiful apd rvisking spectagle o

!

from its :ftect.

But there still remains something more noner-
ful and striking, You are now to hear ourdivine
Master praying that unity may dwellamong us all,
with wordsthat should touch the heart of any one
who glories in being one of his, and undoubtedly
should besufficient to call to his churchall those!
Let usread over again the beautiful prayer, which,
alittle before he delivered himself up to the power’
of his enemies, he addressed to bis Father in these!
words ; ¢ Holy father, keep them in my name,
whom thou hast givenme, that they may be one as
we also are onc.” So far he prays for his Apostles; |
hear now his prayer for all Christians in after ages;’

so, whothrough theirword believe inmec; that
they all may be one, asthou father, in me, and |
inthee ; that they also may beone in us; that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me. Awd
the glory, which thou hastgiven to me, Ihave giv-
en to them ; that they may be one as we also are

be made perfectin one ; and the world may know,
that thou hast sent roe,and hast loved them as thou'
hast also foved me.”

Our Saviour here entreats his  Father that his a

who should succeed them iuthe ministry, that con-
sequently all the faithful who should exist from
the preaching of the gospel to the consummation of
the world, should continue strictly united to one a-
nother: and that the voluntary union of their souls
should become an image of the natural and essential
uaity that exists between Iim and his Father.
He repeats his carnest petition, that we may be a-
mong oursclves and in him as inseparably united
as he bimsolf iswith his Father, and thatif we can-

we may at Jeast produce somo resemblance of it
here upon carth by the unanimity of our sentimeats
and the union of our hearts. Such therefore, was
the will of our heavenly Master, such the object of
bis prayer and of his death, that we may remain
inseparably attached to onc another, by all the
boads of peace, concord, and charity, in the samo
Chureh, the same faith, with onc heart and mind.
There wasto beno such thing as a ruplure, or a
scparate government in religion, no division, no
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schism ; but it was to be all bannony, love. and ab-
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that have had the misfortune to be born out of it.!

““And nqt for them only do I pray, but for them al-!

one, Iinthem and thouinme; that they may|

postlest and then that those who were onc day to,
believe in their word, aswell as in the word of those |

not equal the divine unity of the Father and the Son, || cyyiq

fraternal chatity was to attract vubelicvers and g¢

celerate by theirunion the proj cgation ofthe faith,*
Can there be for one, whoglories 1n the name o
a Christian, 2 more pressing inducencent to (her

ish and prescrve unity, to return to it, to abet anc
promoteit ? Is there any order more imperative
than a desire and a request so feelingly expressed
by Jesus Christ, a wish so ardently comveyed in our
belalf tohis father? Andsince L assures us that
he trusts to unity for the success and glory of his
nussion ; let us see whether, with all our zeal, wo
concur to its accomplishinent?  What then have

all those been doing, *ho have since sown divisions
anong tiie brethren ? what have Photius and Ceru-
larius done at Constantinople ; Luther in Germany .
Calvin in France; and Elizabeth in your own coun-
try 1 They have taken away from Jesus Christ one
of the proofs of the divinity of his mission, even that
which heso ardently desired to establish for the.
world, when he wasabout to leave if. They have
sct themselves in opposition to his designs and his
express wish, they have combated and annihilate¢
it, as faraslay in (heir power. He prayed, ¢ let
them be one.that the world may know that thou bast,
sentme 2 &they said, by their actionsat least <‘let
them not be one, that the world may not know that

Jesus Christ was sent by his father.”  God forbid.
however, that I should attribute to their conduct an
intention which could never be discovered except:
in hearts at declared enmity with Jesus Christ! Un

doubtedly they never would nave preached up or
commanded the schism, if they had thoroughly
;comprehended its enormity. Blinded by passiong
‘and human interests, carried away with the warmth
ijof disputation, with the spirit of party, and that]
{alse glory whichurgesmen to continue in the ob-

stinate defence of a cause they have once espoused”
,they perceive not that their blows were all discharg-
ed upon Jesus Christ himself against bis most {3~
vorife virlue, against the wish nearest his heail
jagainst the most sacred of all his precepts, the pre-
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*-¢ Tho progress of religien is retarded, because ol
ians do not propound the same doctrines. ‘Cho Jows
and Pagans and the unbelicvers of our days say, that we art
Inot tobe belived, because we differ in o inion among our-
seives,”=—8t. Clen. Alex. ch. V11 strom.,:\‘o 8

. How can your religion be the true ane, since yot
white men do netallprofessthe same? Agree among your;
sclves upon this point, and then we will attend to you.”
Extract of a specch addressed, in the name of five nations,
rhy achicf of the sarages, near Boston, to a missionary, ofi.

what scet itis not known, who bad gone for the purpose of
exhortinz them to cabrace the Christian religion.—Sec this
speech inthe Philadephia Gazette, Nov. 1817. s

 The disscotions that presail among the mdtiplicl,
‘ sects, thatare come forth fron the schools of Luther anl’
* Calvin, have been unfortanately but too faroumble to tho%
‘bitth and progress of incredulity."—Dr Kett’s Consid op
‘he Prophiccics.
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