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tion of a niew Epiphany. lHugli longed to takze the preacher home
a.nd give imi rest iind refresliiient. But lie durst not ; and iii-
deed there wvas no need. lie sat down on the wieker-chair, fromn
whici hie had spoken, and the womien brouglit lm oaten cakes
and new~ milk; then lie bade themn farewell and wvent over the
inouintain to the niearest town, whiere lie was to stay thant niglit.

iIad it not beeîi for Hugh's quarrel withi the rector it is not
likzely that tue old mail (wvho wvas easy and indifférent about
iiiost this but bis dlinner) would have taken any notice of the
sel-vice or of Hughçl's presence at it. But lie believed it to have
beeni deliberately planneci for bis inortification and reproof. The
squirc readily adopted his friecl'ds opinion, and whien it -%%,.s dis-
coved thiat the orator wa-s the MUethodist preachier froun the
Peiirith) Circuit thieir anger knew no bounids. Ail the hierders
aniid retainers on the Pierson estate were iiotified that to listen to
another Il irregu1ar " sermon -%vas to lose their emnploymient.

Hlugli aiid is father hiad been accustorned to dispute a.nicably
over every change, but about this subjeet the old man. would
listeln to 11o reason. So Ilughi refuec to go to church at ail, and,
partl\. as a nmatter of conscience and partly in anger, al1ied bim-
self withi the Methodists in Penrith. This niove -%as treated, both
by the squire and the rector, %vith contemptbous oblivion, as a
topic ilot possible to be discussed over the table of a gentleman
and the parish priest. Just at first, perhaps, Ilugl feit Iimiiself
annovcd bv this silence. Hc thoughit hirnself somewhat of a
mart' r, and would have preferred that it should be recognized.
But as hie b)ecamine more fainiliar with bhis r1ew spiritual guide a
better spirit miovel hii-o.

This intiniacy îvas dcstined to becoine a mucli dearertai dloser
one. A sudden thunder-storm induced Hugh one day to take
shielter in the liou-S of the preacher. H1e entered it a free mnan, but
before lie ieft lie had surrendered bis whole heart to the lovelvy
girl lie found dwelling there. And I do flot think lie wvas to
blamne, for to be hionestly in love with Alice Atherton mas better
for any mîan than a course ai; collegre. If he was rude or selfish
hie would never dare to show these traits in hier presence, and if
lie was miuci w'iti bier lie must needs forget or conquer tbem.
Slie hiad grea,.t personal beauty, a niature ricli and fraigrant as
Ilthose lands tow'ard sunrisinig," and suchi a eheerful temper that
in the rainicst weather shie shone about the house like a piece of
sunshine.

It -%vas flot (as I have said) Hughi's nature to do -ttlingin a
hurry, but a truc faiti and a truc love are beyond nature, and in
both these cases lie succumbed to feelings whichi were beyond
reasoný.

Withi the hielp of bis good hunter be now found bis way to
Penrithi always once, sometines twice, a week. And for a long
timie no one, unless it was the groom, suspected it. WhVien the
cIrcumstance cine to is father's knowledge it gave him littie
trouble. Somne girl, of course, was in the case; lie expected thiat,

174


