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TORONTO, CANADA, DECEMBER 11, 1908.

the iron and steel trade ofTwo recent utterances on 
the United States, by men who should be fully informed 
on the subject, are worthy of attention, especially so, as 
the cost of producing pig iron and steel on this continent, 
and the effect of protective duties upon the market price 
of these articles, are touched upon. The speakers are 
Andrew Carnegie, whose enormous fortune has been 
made out of steel, and Charles M. Schwab, a modern 
leader in American steel production. What will seem 
to protectionists an audacious statement is made by Mr. 
Carnegie. This is that the steel industry needs no pro­
tection. He declares that steel is produced at less cost 
in the United States than anywhere else, and that, not­
withstanding the higher wages paid per man, not a ton 
of steel is produced in the world at so small an outlay 
for labor. Coal, coke and iron ores are cheaper, because 
more easily obtained and transported in the United 
States than anywhere else. The output per man is also 
greater owing chiefly to the enormous 
obtainable. It would seem, therefore, that the industry 

be alarmed at the prospect of foreign

standard orders

has no cause to 
nations dumping steel on their market. But the appre­
hension that some thing of the sort might happen is very 
likely to cause the Americans to keep to their protective 
duties. And the effect of these must be to prevent the 
lowering of prices of fihished iron and steel for home 
consumption to a point which might be reached without 
them.

Dealing with the statement that the United States 
three great strategic centres of iron manufac-possesses
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RAILWAYS IN ALBERTA.tlbe Œanabtan Engineer Western Canada is still suffering from growing 
pains, and increased transportation facilities is the crying 
need of many sections. 1 o assist in this work remier 
Rutherford announces that a provincial department of 
railways will be organized, but whether the Alberta 
Government will construct the new roads or simply plan 
for systematic assistance is not yet known. In any case 
Alberta is likely to see several years of active railroad 
construction.
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be hoped Albertans will not allow their 
Province to be blanketed with railway charters, nor offer 
subsidies as a reward to each new promoter, 
ally any new line will find itself either absorbed by or 
dependent upon one of the three Canadian railway 
systems, and this new department should be able to 
eliminate the promoter’s profit, and see that all the 
money voted goes to building railways and not to laying 
the foundations of large private fortunes.
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Province, with the ex-A new department in
of other Provinces to assist, should be able to 

of the abuses in railway building which
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perience 
prevent many
discredit the engineer. Pinched to the very last cent, he 
has frequently to plan make-shifts, diversions, and adopt 
unsatisfactory gradients, the engineering bending too 
much to the financial.

If these new roads are Government-built, they will 
be well built, and if they are subsidized, then the limiting 
curvature and gradients should be specified, and the 
Government inspection should be thorough enough to 

building to specifications.
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