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A Lesson ini Pruning.-An Old Apple Tree Tbat StilI Hui Too Much Wood

Care of the Peach Orchard"'
.F. M. Clement, Dutton, Ont.

T HREE things I 'ould insist on fromthe first are the following: That
the tree has life. Its growth and

(lcvelopmlent then depcnds on the atten-
tion and care 3'ou give it. Second,
lic sure that food is taken in a

r .oluble formi, wliichi mens that the
growcr milst prepare the food for the
tree; and lastly, remember that the
riheapest wvav of supplying fertilizer is
I)' careful cultivation.

The mleaning of the wvord manuire is
the saine as ta manoeuvre or to, work by

hand. The Greeks realized that if tihey
ritivatcd the land very carefully the
rrnp was increased. In other words,
(areful cultivation rmakes available thc
plant food or nikes it soluble so that it
can be used by the tree. The import-
.inre of thorough cultimation during the
early spring wveeks cannot be too strong-
ly emphasized; ut this time the tree is
carrying its Ioacl of fruit, producing newv
%vond and forming in cmbryo the tiny
fruit and leaf buds for the next season's
rrnp. lihat is the critical tirne in the
life of the trce. A qingle cultivation in
June is ivorth two or thrc in July.

CHIECKINQ GROWTX
Tt i, just as important ta check growvth

in 'iarly Augus.t as it is to produce it in
%M*l and ] une. Many trees through-
Aut Ontario wcrc severely injurcd last
wvinter because of late cultivation or
stirring the sal wvhen dligging the pota-
[Dcs or moots from between the rowvs.
This started new growth, which %vas flot

Sufrctyhardy to stand the winter.
.1 young orcliard rit Sparta -%vis severel,
11111--d last winter bccause of this. The

rtk,. s une of the best, if not the
b aet, in the county, but because he cul-

EFilar from n, paver resd at the i nst n-
z112 A-nvention, et io Ontarlo Fruit t)rowers

tivatcd a little too late about one-sixth
of his trees were iniured or killed, and 1
understand that MNr. Johnson, of Forest,
hiad a large number of trees injured be-
cause of cuitivating or stirring the soil
a little late in the season. If the trees
are flot too heavily laden, sow cover
crop in early July. This wvili tend ta,
check the growth and to ripen the wood
and buds.

PERTILIZING
Our best men also difler in their me.

thods of fertilizing tlteir orchards. Here
again wve have the twvo extremes; of littie
or no fertilizer, to a large amounit of
fertilizer applied each year. One pro-
m)inent grower whom 1 know does flot
use any farmyard nuanure. He depends
on thorough cultivation. He claims that
humus or a good cuver crop such as

clover plow~ed tinder andi rarcfully culti-
vatcd %vilI gilve ill that the trees on a
loain or s,;,nd loami require, andl his re-
suits semn to, bear out Ibis thcory, as ie
hans produccd good crops for six or seven
yearç without uisitig farmyard inanuire or
commercial fertilizer. Anothcr grower
wvhoni I know, uses a limitcd amiount of
farmyard nianure each ycar, anid in the
early sumrmer applies aiong with it about
seventy-flve pounds of potash and tvo
liundred pouinds of bonemeai. per acre.
He also is getting excellent results, and
1 understand that he has flot missed a
crop in the last four or five years.

XVhat appears to mie to be the ideal
method is to, cultiýate t>horoughly up go
the first or middle of july and then sow
a crop of clover, vetcx or rye or a miix-
ture of them to be plowed under early
in the following spring or %vhen Ille rye
is about eighteen inches high. Com-
nmercial fertilizer of bonemneal and po-
tash, about two to one, applied at7 the
rate of about twvo hundred and fifty
pounds to the acre, along with tihis
should return to the~ soil ail and more
than the crops are remnoving from year
to year. TMNNING

As yet very few growers have the
courage to, thin the fruit. 1I1hey cannot
bear to, sec large quantities of fruit pull-
ed off and throwvn on to the ground and
conscquently as yet few of the growers
are thinning systemnatically. A large
number practice it a little, but it cannot
be said that it is a regular feature. of
orcihard practice. To my mind it is just
as important as cultivation and manur-
ing because we lose the value of our
early labor by not continuing the good
%vork a littie farther and rernoving sonme
of the fruit that is tending to break down
the tree.

In a thinning experiment conducted in
the orchard of Mr. Haynes, of St. Cath-

The Saine Troo After Pruning Fad Een Complcted
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