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"Unrqestionably the most extraordinary circumstance
in connection with the color questian is the rapid advance
of the chestnut. The prepotency of this color is extraor-
dinary, and it scens as though it will bc an exceptional
occurrence to meet with a horse of any other hue in the
course of fifty years or so. Yet it is remarkable that chest
nut is not generally t'e most popular color, neither is it
regarded as being the most sericeable by thuse who are
ccmpelled to get all they can out of their horses. For this
reason one frarely secs a chestnut in the employ of the
London General Omnibus Company, a mot extraordinary
tact, considering the prevalence of the coloi. The general
belief that a chestnut sire and a chestnut dam will never
(htow anything but chestnut stock, althuugh other colors
will produce a chestnut foal, rather tends to dibcredit the
theory that the color of the unborn animal ;s regulated by
circunstances which ai ise after its conception ; but, beyond
the undeniable fact that chestnuts are multiplying upon all
sides, little that is positive can bc written. It may bc
noted that thirty chestnuts hav.e won the Derby ini 119
years, and only twenty four the St. Leger, and yet the
chestnut thoroughbred is as much in evidence a! any other
color."

Sheep on a Hundred-Acre Farm
During the past couple of years a number of articles

have appeared in FARMING on the subject of sheep-
raisng. These have aroused fresh interest in this impor-
tant branch of farming, not only among farmers who keep
sheep, but among those who do not. Of date February
r8th, Mr. Robert Hodgson, Mitchell, Ont., writes us as
follows:

' I have never kept sheep, but am thinking of doing so,
and would ask, through FARMING, how many you would
recommend to be kept on a farm of one hundred acres.
Mv farm is in a high state of cultivation, and well under-
drained with tile. During the last few years I have read a
number of articles in FARMING in which the writers claim
that sheep do well on weeds. My father always taught me
that growing foul weeds of any kind took nourishment
away from the crops. His faith was so strong in this
direction that he did not allow weeds to grow on any part
of the farm, including the bush. Since his death, four
years ago, I have farmed in the same way as we did when
working together. I state these facts so that you will know
the condition of the farm, and also that you will not be
advis*ng me to feed them on weeds, either in part or
whole."

As Mr. Hodgson's question is an important one we decid-
ed to get the views ot a few of our most successful sheep.
raisers in regard to it and other phases of sheep.farming,
and have pleasure in being able to give our readers the
benefnts of the experience of the following well-known sheep
farmers

Mr. Richard Gibson, Delaware, Ont.
" Replying to your favor of 21st containing a series of

questions -I would say thatwhatever I may write in answer
to them nust be ac.cepted as applying generally, havng
no foundation upon which to base literal answers.

(i) The number of sheep that could be kept un a hun-
dred-acre farm in a high state of cultivation and well un-
der draned with tile. If the farm were to be cropped to
its full capacity for carrying a flock and a succession of
crops pro,, ided that would be at their best, each as requir-
ed, a flock of 700 sheep could be kept.

(2) But it is not likely that a farm would be entirely
cropped tu pruduce sheep, fuud. There would be on an
ordinary 10 acres,sa), 4c acres in grain, then there wuuld
Le cattie and horses, so that peXcaps there might be only
25 acres for sheep A farm as described ought to pasture
7 sheep per acre for 6 months, say soo head. Therc will
then be i acres tu pruduce ensilage, cabbage, roots,
etc., fur winter feed. Six aLres of ensilage, 4 acres of Jluv-
ver hay and 22 of ruots will supply ample food fur wanter-
ing the flock of zoo.

I recall to nemory a Soo acre farm in England that car-
ried about sooo shecp, 50 head of cattte, 20 horses and
some 2oo acres grain crop for sale.

It may bc taken for granted on good grazing land that
seven sheep are equal tu one cow. Again it may also be
taken that on puor lands sheep will luxuriate and revel
where cattle would star%.e, as for instance, on rough rocky
lands or where weeds and briars hold sway. A bit of
brush, a tender weed, the heart u.f a burdock or blue devil,
would be a choice morsel to the one, but to the other as
wormwood and gall.

(3) The most profitable way is to simply keep the num-
ber that the farm will provide suitable food for. A
hungry sheep at night is an unprofitable sheep, hence the
capabilities of the farm are about in ratio to the ability of
the owner to cultivate such crops as may be not only
required the year round, but especially to provide feed
during the usual periods of scarcity.

(4) " Cost of keeping a sheep well for a year": Pasture
per month, 20 to 25 cents; winter feeding, three pounds
clover hay per day for each 1oo lbs. hve weight may be
taken as an outside estimate. Four lambs, weighng zoo
lbs. each, would require one ton, worth at present in
London market $5, so that on that basis it ought not to
cost over $2 pet head to winter on hay alone, but that is
not altogether advisaole, so we may use ensilage as part
ration; one acre ought to provide sufficient to satisfy
fifteen sheep per winter ; cabbage, one acre, will feed ninety
sheep thirty days. In England we used to allow one acre
of swedes to 20 to 25 sheep per winter. Prof. Craig, at
Madison, Wis., in his experiments in feeding lambs, iound
they consumed grain to the value or eight to eleven cents
per head per week. I don't think ordinary sheep of com-
muerce cost the average farmer more than $2 per head
per year."

Henry Arkell, Arkell, Ont.:

"In answer to your question of ' how many sheep could
be profitably kept on a zoo-acre farm.' In my opinion
from 6o to 7o sheep could be kept without interfering with
the general rotation of crops, and it would be very helpful
to the enrichment of many a Canadian farm.

" A sheep could be kept well on a mixed ration of a
little grain, roots, hay, and pea straw for the winter months
for from 5o to 6o cents pet month. Durng the summer
months they could be pastured for, say,2o cents pet month.

" Keeping sheep in turdles on the ground in summer is
certainly the most profitable way of feeding sheep and thor-
oughly manuring the ground. Give them a fresh piece
every day. But one drawback to that system in Canada is
the excessive heat in the middle of the day, when it is of
great benefit for the sheep to have some shade. The least
trouble is to let them have a run of pasture, but not to
keep them on it too long at a time. Sheep never want to
be kept long on any single run. A change is what they
like and thrive on. They must also have access to fresh
water all the time. A pasture field of red and Alaska
cluver and alfalfa is the best. The latter has proved with
me to be just the thing. It stands the drouth well, and
sheep are very fond of it, but it must be kept fed down, and
not allowed to become rank.

"'A great many of our Oatario farmers seriously stand in
their own light in not keeping sheep. If one kind does
not do vell with them another will, and, as I said before,
nothing enriches land like a band of sheep, and land
enriched helps the farmer."

John rackson, Abingdon, Ont.
In answer to your enquiry as to how many sheep can

be kept on a goud fatm u 1oo acres wthout interfering
much wath utàer faim operations, much would depend on
the kind or breed of sheep kept. Some kinds require
double the fuuJ that .ithers do, It may be thought by
some that a sheep is a sheep, but size and make; up have
a goud deal to do with the amount of food required. We
keep nothing but pur. Southd.,wns. On a farm of rio
acres, clay land, we keep five horses and about fifteen head


