
TIE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

PIE PLANT.

The Counry Genlcman, in reply to a correspondent who wished to know the best va-
rieties of thie Pie Plant, mode of cultivation &c., gives the following hints on the sub-

" Many new varieties of the Pie Plant arc constantly springing into existence, every
plant fromîî seed varying more or less fron the parent. The Tobolsk is an early, red va-
riety ; the Giant is a large, later, green variety ; these are the two leading old sorts.-
There arc nany newer and more approved, among whicl Downing's Colossal is highly
esteemcd ifor its excellence, and Cahoon's for its great size. There are now many others
of higli merit, under experiment. Our correspondent should however observe, that there
is le.s didlerence in the inherent tendeney to large growth than many suppose, great size
depending on the depth, richness, and cultivation of the soil-or as we have heard a

ilful gardener remark, " tell me low mucli manure and deep digging you have given
your plants, and I vill tel you whether you have the large kind or not."

When Pie Plant is raised from seed, it should be planted very early in the spring,
and as the seed is about a month in coming up, a few radish secd slould bc mixed witl
tliem, to mark the raw, and show where to hoe. The radishes will be large enough to
use befire the rhubarb lias attained much size. It will require three years for the seed-
ling pip plants to be ready to use. Althongh seelling plants will vary in character, yet
froin fine 'orts ail will be good. To preserve the exact identity of any variety, the roots
miust h divided in autumn by cutting each eye separately, and planting out about two
inches below the surface, protecting thiem tlhrough winter by a few inches of leaves. The
second vear they will do to use. They may be divided about every thrceyears, the time
varvinî however with the richness of cultivation. The size will depend much on their
Ihaving leity of roomî-which should not be less than two feet in the row, and the rows
î·>ur fee apart.

llor oN' itE MURRAIN oF'CATTL..-The report of Dr. E. Iesilam Greenhow on
he murrain in horned cattle, and the effects of the consumption of their flesh on human
a'tli, has been sent in to the Geieral Board of IIealh, and since printed. It fcrms a

Mne book of 60 or 70 pages. The learned doctor gives a lucid account of the discase
ing eatile as manifested in England and on the continent. The result of his inquiry

ihat tl cattle disease w'hich he was desired to investigate, is not of recent origin, but
s prevailed in the United Kingdon aniong hornced cattle for the last 15 or 16 years; that

it is not pî'euiliar to London ; thaé it is probably infectious, but is also developed spon-
menuly iii consequence of some unknown peculiarities of breed, management, season,

tr l>.ality, and is not supposed to have been inmported from abroad ; that it is identical
wi the langenseuche, or pulinonary murrain, now prevalent in Mecklenburg, IIolstein,

'ud where; anîd that it las no affiuity with tie rindepest, or steppe-murrain, with
"Ihichî it las been confounded by some Englisli writers. The doctor suzgests that the ini-
:Ti rLution of the steppe-nurrain (which would be mnost probably by way of Prussia) should

Sp:·evenîteid by the prohibition of the importation of cattle except from countries which
Jiie eh'ai bi!!s of licalth. It appears that nieat derived from animais suffering from the
aUilinarv mansrrain, and probably other diseases, is cominoly and extensively sold in

14mdAni amd eIsewliere for hiuman food, but that there is no satisfactory proof that the con-
iinoes if consuming it are directly injurious. There are reasons to suppose that the
' if iepa<t froii animais suffering under diseases unknown anong ithe cattle of the Unit-

c Kiiin-h>in lis, abroad, been frequently attended vith severe consequences on human
hhî. Theii toiisumption ofmeatundergning decomposition lias freqiently been injurious
b wu eat cannot be caten with safet.y even when cooked.

Fae mvî î SwrEnE.-We learn that a system of Publie Schools is about being intro-
-'d in Sweden. Thei governinent is taiking iîeasures à) improve teachers and schiols,
i t r theflic schools Public or Free. Friends of poîpular education vill r'joice to sec

*L a~ -dy b'ecoinc general in the old world. The Agent of that governmnent has showin
OÎ(app.îî inn Of one of the e.sentials of a god1 school, lv orderiig SIm col Desks

reii iBîdn. The'e desks are to be sent to the palace of Stoekholi and wvill show roy-
i., what tali'lnt anit skill, educatced in public schools, aro futrnisling so generally for

hricangi children,
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