
PREFACE.

scintillations from him, as the flint draws fire from
the steel, will agree with me that the North American
Indian rises highest in the estimation of his fellow-
men, when he is by the side of those who have the ad-
vantage of him by their education, a d nothing else.

Contemplated or seen, roaming in his native wilds,
with his rude weapons, lurking a er game or his
enemy, he is looked 'upon by most o wor d as a
sort of wil beast; but when, with all his rudeness
and wildness, e stands amongst his fellow-men to be
scanned in the brilliant blaze of the Levée into which
he lias been suddenly thrown, the dignified, the un-
daunted (and even courteous) gentleman, he there
gains his strongest admirers, and the most fastidious
are willing to assign him a high place in the scale of
human beings.

Into many such positions were these three parties
of the denizens of the American forest thrown, during
their visits to the capitals and provincial towns of
England, Scotland, Ireland, France, and Belgium;
and as I was by their side, their interpreter, at the
hospitable boards, the Soirées and Levées to which
they were invited by the gentry, the nobility, and
crowned heads of the three kingdoms, I consider it
due to them, and no injustice to the world, to record
the scenes and anecdotes I have witnessed in those
hospitable and friendly efforts of enlightened and reli-
gious people, to elicit the true native feelings of, and
to commune with, their benighted fellow-men.
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