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not hike you, yowr corn and pumpkins and tobaceo will not grow , 1f you try to
dance o1 to 1un,or to 91t still, you will have no sense, everything will go wrong”

It might be difhcult to hnd a better illustration of purely abongmal and
illogical reasoning than this1s  Incapacity to hunt, hsh, manage a dog o a horse,
or to cultivate plants 15 attnibuted to the mtelligence of these things  they inow
that the man has been dimking too much, and tor this reason fear him, o1 despise
him  and 1t 15 only when the man tues to w1t stil, or to 1un, or to dance
when drunk, that he hunselt will discover Ins lack ot sense

fhe mhintions respecting cards and the use ot the hddle were no doubt
mtended by the “tour persons”—iv, by Ska-ne-o-dy-o—to prevent too much
social mtercourse with white people, the former on account ot the Iudians’
well-known gambling propensities, and the latter owimg to then equally notorous
desne tor the stiong drinks which usually accompanmed such testivities a century
ago It was no doubt also mtended to prevent any assimmlation of the native
teasts o1 dances with the wlhite peoples’ social gatherings—perhaps mdeed this
was the mam consideration

Gambling m  weneral, however  was not torlndden, only sambling with
cuds  The Tudian prophet was too well awate how uttetly mpossible 1t would
be, even were he wishtul, to aholish this practice among his people  Twice a vear
at the creat public teasts 1t was allowable to play tor stakes and at howe o1
elsewhere, they could always do as they pleased m this 1espect

I'he teasts o1 dances so otten rereired to were, and are, 4 steln necessity
Without shese, hite to the pagan Indian would not be worth living, and one ot
them s held on every possible occasion m addition to the regular, seasonable,
ceremontal affans to which 1eterence has alteady been made  But m accordance
with present custom some of the latter are set apart for thanksgiving  Now the
aiving ot thanks (1 oul sense) tor anything 1s wholly toreign to Indian natwe, as
mdeed 1t 15 pethaps to aboriginal nature everywhere It 15 an acquured method of
evpression, and whether the seatvment ot gratitude has yet been aequ red 15 another
question .

Agieeably to the totemne 1dea thankf.iness 1s out ot place, v1 1ather has no
existence m any ot life’s conditions  For primtive man m his tribal 1elations,
individualism has but a hazy meanmng, 1t any at all He gives as fieely a~ he
tahes, neither expecting nor giving thanks, but lis associations with us have
taught hum to comply with form at least, and thus m some measure to remove
from himself the 1eproach of the white man respecting Indian “ingratitude” We
find, theiefore, that Ska-ne-0-dy-o has mtroduced expressions of thankfulness
connection with some of the ceremomal feasts, but 1t 15 also observable in the
older and shightly adulterated dance-speeches that not a word of this kind
occurs Take, for example, the address ot the head man at the Burmng ot the
Wiite Dog, notwithstanding 1ts ostensible appeal to Niyoh Following what may
be called the 1invocation, he asks that the sun, moon, clouds, and winds may
continue to perform their duties that the warmors, young men, and women
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