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Are Legends

the Little Ones?

EARLY TRAINING AS REGARDS HISTORY VERY FAULTY

[By G. K. Chesterton.]

the Best for
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We most of us suffer from having
earnt all our lessong in history frqm
those little abridged history books in
use in most public and private schools.
These lessons are insufficient—espe-
cially when you don’t learn them.
The latter was indeed my own case;
and the little history I know I ha\:e
picked up since by rambling about in
authentic books and countrysides. But
the bald memories of the small history

books still master and, in many cases, imorals and manners.

misiead us. The root of the difficulty
is this: that there are two quite d?s-
tin-t purposes of history; the superior
purpose, which is its use for ch‘ﬂ-
dren; and the secondary or inferior
purpose, which is its use for histor-
jans. The highest and noblest thing
that history can be is a good story.
Then it appeals to the heroic heart
of all generations the eternal infancy
of mankind. Such a story as that
of William Tell could literally be”told
of any epoch; no barbarian imple-
ments could be too rude, no scientific
instruments could be too elaborate for
the pride and terror of the tale. It
might be told of the first flint-headed
arrow or the last model machh}e gun;
the point of it is the same; it is as
eternal as tyranny and falherhr»_od.
Now, wherever there is this function
of the fine story in history we tell it
to children only because it is a fine
story. David and the cup of water,
Regulus and the “atque sciebat,”
Jeanne D’Arc kissing the cross of
spear-wood, or Nelson shot with all
his stars—these stir in every child the
ancient heart of the race; and that is
all that they need do. Changes of cos-
tume and local color are nothing; it
did not matter that in the illustrated
Bibles of our youth David was dressled
rather like Regulus, in a Roman cuir-
ass and sandals, any more than it
mattered that in the illuminated
Bibles of the middle ages he was
dressed rather like Jeanne D’Arc, in
a hood or a visored helmet. It w\:xll
not matter to future ages if the pic-
tures represent Jeanne D’Arc cremated
in an asbestos stove or Nelson dying
in a top-hat. For the childish and
eternal use of history, the history will
still be heroic.
The Historian’s Business.

But the historians have quite a dif-
ferent business. It is their affair not
merely to remember that humanity
has been wise and great, but to un-
derstand the special ways in which
it hag been weak and foolish. His-
torians have to explain the horrible
mystery of how fashions were ever
fashionable. They have to analyze
that statuesque instinet of the south
that molds the Roman cuirass to the
muscles of the human torso, or that
element of symbeolic extravagance in
the later middle ages which let loose a
menagerie upon breast and casque and
shield. They have to explain, as best
they can, how anyorie ever came to
have a top-hat, how anyone ever
endured an asbestos stove.

Now the mere tales of the heroes are
a part of religious education; they
are meant to teach us that we have
souls. But the inquiries of the his-
toriang into the eccentricities of every
epoch are merely a part of political
education; they are meant to teach
us to avoid certain perils or solve cer-
tain problems in the complexity of
practical affairs. It the first duty
of a boy to admire the glory of Tra-
falgar. It is the first duty of a grown
man to question its utility. It is one
question whether it was a good thing
as an episode in the struggle between
Pitt and the French revolution. It is
quite another thing in that immortal
struggle between the son of man
and all the unclean spirits of sloth
and cowardice and despair. For the
wisdom of man alters with every age;
his prudence has to fit perpetually-
shifting shapes of inconvenience or

is

jon two legs?

dilemma. But hig folly is immortal;
a fire stolen from heaven.
Legends They Inspire.

Now, the little stories that we learnt
as children were partly meant simply
as inspiring stories. They largely
consisted of tales like Alfred and the
cakes or Eleanor and the poisoned
wound. They ought to have entirely
consisted of them. Little children
ought to learn ndthing but legends;

;they are the beginnings of all sound

I would not be
severe on the point; 1 would not ex-
clude a story solely because it was
true, But the essential on which I
should insist would be, not that the

must be fine.
The attempts in the little school-
histories to Introduce older and sub-

itler elements, to talk of the atmos-!

iphere of Puritanism or the evolution
rof our constitution, is quite irrelevant
and vain. It is impossible to convey
yto a barely breeched imp who does
inot yet know his own community, the
'exquisite divergence between it and
isome other community. What is the
!good of talking about the constitution
jcarefully balanced on three estates to
‘a creature only quite recently balanced
What is the sense of
explaining the Puritan shade of mor-
ality to a creature who is still learn-

tale must be true, but that the tale.

ing with difficulty that there is any
rmorality at all? We may put on one
‘stde the pessibility that some of us
may think the Puritan atmosphere an
unpleasant one or the constitution a
trifle rickety on its three legs. The
general truth remains that we shoul@®
teach, to the young, men’s enduring
truths, and let the learned amuse
themselveg with their passing errors.

It is often said nowadays that in
.great crimes and moral revolutions we
,need one strong man to decide; but it
,seems to me that that is exactly
when we do mnot need him. We do
not need a great man for a revolution,
{for a true revolution is g time when
‘all men are great. Where despotism
really is susccessful is in very small
matters. Everyone must have noticed
how essential a despot is to arrang-
ing the things in which everyone is
doubtful, because everyone is indif-
ferent; the boats in g water picnic or
.the seats at a dinner party. Here the
iman who knows his own mind is
really wanted, for no one else ever
‘thinks his own mind worth knowing.
No one knows where to go to precisely,
‘because no one cares where he goes.
It is for trivialities that the great ty-
rant is meant,

But when the depths are stirred in
‘a society, and all men’s soulg grow

taller in a transfiguring anger or de-
sire, then I am by no means certain
that the great man has been a benefit
even when he has appeared. I am
sure that Cromwell and Napoleon man-
aged the mere pikes and bayonets,
boots and knapsacks better than most
other people could have managed
them. But I am by no means sure
that Napoleon gave a better turn to
the whole French revolution. I am
by no means so sure that Cromwell
has really improved the religlon of
England.

Visited by

a Leopard

Thrilling Adventure of George
Maxwell, One of Roosevelt’s
Hunting Companions—Leop-
ard Invaded His Koom and
Nearly Kiiled Him,

When a leopard comes into the house’

be very caretul not to shut the _door.
This rule may not hold for eiephants
or giraiies, but it seems from the fol-
lowing zccount that jeopards favor the
{open-uoor policy. If the door is open,
"they run; if it is shut, they become
peevish and begin roughing it. The
story below is an extract from a letter
of Mr. George Maxwell, written to a
friend in the Transvaal and reprinted
in the Wide Wide World. Mr. Max-
well, by the way, was with Colonel

Roosevelt last year, hunting big game

in East Africa. The letter reads:

I am writing this on my back in
Nyeri Hospital, ag the result of com-
ing off secund-best in a flare-up with
a huge leopard. The .thing happened
on the evening of Nov. 9, last. About
6:30 p.m., just as it was getting dark,
I took a walk over to Mr. McDougall's,
my nearest neighbor, about three-
qguarters of a mile distant, and had
i dinner there; afterward we sat talking
'round the fire. MacDougall’'s house is
a small stone bullding cottaining only
one room, about 16 feet by 14, with
the door in the centre of one wall and
the fireplace in a corner.

Three nights before this a leopard
had taken away one of his pigs, so he
had put out his rifle and one of mine
as trap-guns at his pighouse. On
this particular evening, however,
had not yet set them.

i "About 10:30 p.m. as we sat smok-
'ing and talking round the fire—the
door open, as usual—my little dog ran
out and started barking round by the
pighouse.

i ‘““That blest leopard must have come
back,” 1 said, half jokingly; ‘“the dog
is evidently after something.”

{ “Oh, he's always kicking up a fuss
over nothing,” returned MacDougall.

A minute or so went by; then we

THE RED CROSS FOUNDER

His Death at Switzerland—‘

How Henri Durant Started
the Movement—Won a Nob-
el Prize.

At the age of 82, M. Henri Dunant,
founder of the International Red
Cross, died at Heiden, in the canton
of Appenzell, Switzerland, on the 28th
of October.

“One who loved his fellow-men,” M.
Henri Dunant was almost forgotten
by the world he served so well. His
name came before the public only a
short time back, when in 1901

he[

and in the United States,
of the

countries,
compared with the bondage
Hebrews.

Three Anglo-Saxon women acted on
the ideas of the young author—Mrs.
Beecher-Stowe, Miss Florence Night-
ingale, and Elizabeth Fry.

After the battle of Solferino, one of
the most bloody Dbattles ¢f modern
times, at which he was present, Dun-
ant applied to Napoleon III. for per-
mission to employ the Austrian doc-
tors, taken prisoners by the French,
in relieving the sufferings of the

oners their freedom on condition that
they helped Dunant. From this time
the emperor took a great interest in

letter of congratulation. On the pub-
lication of his “Souvenir de Solfer-
ino,” Dunant received congratulations

he

wounded. Not only did Napoleon III. .
give permission, but granted the pris- |

him, and sent him a long autograph ;

heard the sound of feet rushing to-
ward the door, and, looking round, saw
by dog come tearing in with a mon-
! Strous leopard at its tail. I never saw
a bigger. The brute was coming at
‘Such a speed that it was through the
; doorway and nearly on top of us be-
fore it could stop.
] Both.ot‘ us promptly started shout-
ting at it—partly to relieve our feelings
partly in the hope of saving the dog.
.\\ hat with the shouting, our proxim-
ity, ang the lamplight, the leopard was
S0 scared that it became quite dazed.
!t tried to rush out again, but, miss-
ing the door, got to the far side of the
house, where it kept jumping up at
the walls and windows, MacDougall
and I continued shouting at it. We
thought the episode rather funny than
other\\'ise, and that at any moment
the beast would find the door and bolt
having received ga fright that wouldl
last it a long time,
. All of a sudden, while it was jump-
ing about, the leopard came agaiust
the back of the door and shut it with
a bang. Then it dawned on me that
We were in a bad fix. and no mistake
for a leopard will fight most desper-'
ately when cornered. By iuis time
the brute was in a frenzy of rage at
being trapped and flew round and
round the room like a streak of light-
ning, sending dishes, cupboard, boxes
and everything flying. MacDougali
and' I retreated to corners, using our
chairg as shields. We had no weapon
of any kind, and it was dangerous to
move, for the leopard naturally
thought we were coming to attack it.
.;\ll the time my little dog was dash-
ign hither and thither after the in-
Luriated brute, worrying it whenever
he got a chance,
i As I was nearest the door I thought
I would make an attempt to open it
as otherwise the beast would un-:
doubtedly finish the pair of us, 1
meant to go very slowly and only
move when its back was toward me
but I haq only made my first stex:
w_her_ the leopard turned round and
x\'{th a horrible growl, sprang at mé
with terrific force. The light was very
bad, and it must have sprung higher
tha{x I expected, for it knocked the
chair out of my hands and got some
-pf its claws home in my scalp, ripping
i it like a piece of cloth. Staggering
,and half-dazed, I got to work upon it
1 With my fists and kept punching it
;about the head with all my strength.
I don't suppose I dig much dam;ge
but I think I must have kept the bruté
from putting its teeth into my legs or
body, for it tried repeatedly to ;atch
my hand as 1 hit at it, while the dog
Jumped up and bit at its ear, Pres-
ently the dog caught it by the hind leg
and it turned round sharply to get :;t
him. Seizing my opportunity, I made
for the door, though I was so blinded
: with blood that I could hardly see
where it was. 1 threw the door open
and looked round just in time to see
the leopard going for MacDougall.
I made to go round an.. try to get
the brute off him, but when I got
half-way I heard the door close again
ang I knew it was no use doing anv-'
thing, so long as the leopard could
;not get out, so I went back to the
v door. T think it was just as well, for
I bad not even a chair in my hands
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That's just what yowu do when you buy
Simpson’s Special Christmas

Buy Your
Christmas

We Pay Delivery Charges on Every Article in this Christmas Catalogue to any Destination in Canada

How far will my Christmas Money Go?

You Will Be Asking That Question Soon

Suppose you could take your time about
your Christmas buying — wouldn’t your
money go twice as far as if spent in a few
hurried, crowded shopping hours?

Think of spending a whole day—a week—
in our great store—looking over our exten-
comparing prices and making

e presents you would like to bu

We have a copy of the catalogue for you,
ust waiting for your name and address.
t’s free—send for it now.

We will sand it
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you to buy—at Toronto
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of a very few heavy,
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by return mail, prepaid.

thing shown in our great store.
pay delivery charges on all goods shown
ue with the exception
ulky articles.

Just write on a post card;: ‘“Please send me Christmas Catalogue Nec. 140.”’

It will go much turther than you think—if you order your
gifts from this Special Christmas Catalogue — just 1ssued.

WE PAY DELIVERY CHARGES
on every article shown in our Christmas
Catalogue. You buy just as cheaply as
though you lived right here in Toronto,
and you ship the goods back a? our expense

when they arrive—

and get your money back. This means,
of course, that we are going to be very care-
ful about sending exactly what you order.

Our general mail order catalogue enables

prices—almost any-
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e o SIMIPSON G

TORONTO

e

afe

o

This company offers you as security its $2,000,000 of
Assets. These Assets are of the highest grade, consisting
almost entirely of first mortgages on first-class real estate.
You really cannot find a safer place to leave your savings
than with us.
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Place t

all hag escaped much more lightly—
he had only some slight scratches on
his arm, but burned his fingers pretty
badly when the beast attacked me.
He had put his hand in the fire to get
a brand to shove in its face, and fail-
ing to find one, in the hurry and ex-
citement, he had been grubbing
| among the red-hot ashesg with his fin-
gers. He felt no pain at the moment,
but afterward discovered they were
badly damaged.

==AGRICULTURAL

hood and they accept it complac-
ently.

The rich women discard the native
dress and wear gowns from Paris and
London, and the social life of Lisbon,
Oporto and other large towns is gay
and frivolous. They take no exer-
cises, but lounge away their time in
idleness and amusements mixed with
religion, and they soon lose their
youthful appearance and good looks.

The idea of a woman undertaking
professional work is

o Put Your Savings

This company will pay you 314 per cent, according to

agreement, on your savings.

$1.00 opens an account.

If you desire to invest $100 or more you can secure 4
per cent intercst by buying our Debentures, Interest paid

half-yearly.

SAVINGS & LOAN CO. pommme 49,

109 DUNDAS STREET. LONDCN, ONT,

MAGNIFICENT PIANO

——AND——

$100.00 IN CASH

GIVEN AwWAY

Absolutely Free

shared the Nobel prize with M. Fred- |
eric Passy, receiving a sum of £4,- |

We sent up to Nyeri for the hospital received with

from Victor Hugo and a number of aseistent to Gome Qowil.

that time, and the animal would pr 3 : much disfavor by the Port
, @ the a oh- i y e Portuguese, both
the great generals. b He arrived |

000. Dunant had given his time and
money to the cause of the unhappy

victims of war, and no one better
deserved this recognition. From the
Tsaritsa he received a yearly pen-
sion.

He was born in Geneva on the 8th of
May, 1828, the eldest son of a member
of the Representative Council. In 1837
he published ‘“Une Notice sur la Re-
gence de Tunis,” which is still one of
the most important works concerning
that country. This was followed by a
study of slavery in Mohammedan

§ MOTHER'S LITTLE &
0 TREASURE

P st

What mother does not look
upon her baby asg a little treas-
ure? What mother would not
rather suffer herself than see
her precious little one suffer?
The well child brings joy to the
home — the sick child brings
misery, despair and care. But,
mothers, there is no need for
your baby to be cross and ail-
ing; even during the much-
dreaded teething time. What
baby needs to keep him well is
an occasional dose of Baby's
Own Tablets. These Tablets
cure all stomach and bowel
troubles; destroy worms and
make teething easy. Mrs. Pierre
M. Cormier, New Richmond
Centre, Que., writes: “Boby’s
Own Tablets have been of great
benefit to my little one, and now
he sleeps well and eats well and
is happy all the time.” The
Tablets are sold by all medi-
cine dealers at 25 cents a box,
or direct from The Dr. Williams
geglclne Company, Brockville,

n
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9 | humane work would

| was intended to be an international

After the battle of Sadowa, Queen :
Augusta invited Dunant to Berlin, and '
said to him: “When I read your
‘Souvenir de Solferino’ I was so
struck by it that I told his majesty |
about it. The king said to me after |
having read the whole of it, “We must |
make this a success.” i

In 1863, Henri Dunant went to!
Dresden to obtain the patronage of the
King of Saxony. He afterwards de- |
scribed how he drove up to the palace !
and was received with ‘“paternal ben- |
evolence” by the great chamberlain,
who took him by the hand and led |
him through many corridors to a|
small room, scantily furnished. Here
he was informed the king would see
him. Dunant, with mucn fervor, un-
folded his scheme and begged the king '
to patronize the work, and to send
a delegate to the Geneva convention.
*His majesty,” said Dunant, “smiled
when he saw my agitation, and con-
luded the audience with these pre-
‘cious words: *“I will do what I can;
for a nation which did not join this
certainly put
itself under the ban of public opin-
fon in Europe."”

In 1872 he also founded in Paris,
Brussels and London “L’Alliance Uni-
verselle de 1'Ordre et de la Civilisa-
tion,” by help of which he broughf
{about the London conference in 1875
for the abolition of slavery. In 1870 he
had founded in Paris a soclety which

union for the sifting and settlement
of all disputes between the nations,
that war might be averted. In 1872,
by the request of the London Peace
Soclety, he gave a lecture on “Arbi-
tration,” which evoked much enthus-
fasm. The well-known and constantly
growing “Fraternite par Correspond-
ance” was begun by Dunant already
fn 1849. It is now one of the most
energetic branches of the international
peace movements. Dunant and Bertha
von Suttner, who calls Dunant “her

| ably have finished me altogether. When

I ]poked round again the beast was just
g0Ing to spring at MacDougall, but he
(‘aug'h.t hold of a blanket and hela it
up in front of him, which stopped it
from leaping.

I stood still—I was gettin v
weak by this time—holding tie dﬁg}x’-
cpen with one hand, ang keeping the
blood out of my eyves with the other.
The leopard must have been getting
tx.red, for it stood motionlesg by the
side of the bed, angd I could have pink-
ed it nicely if I had only had a spear.
. The plucky dog was still worrying
it, biting at its nose and legs, andg
presently it turred round and snapped
savagely at him. As it did so it felt
the night air coming in, turnegd round,
saw the open door, and trotted out,
with the dog still biting at its hind-
quarters, so that I did not even get
a farewell kick at it.

After we had got rid of our unwel-
come visitor we began comparing
wounds. I put my hand up to my
head for the first time, and it felt just
like a field of plowed meat. MacDoug-
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revered master,” are honorary presi-
idents of this society. ;

ed our injuries.
up on a stretcher to Nyeri, where

a good deal of my skull exposed.
getting on very well, and think
danger is now past.
got that leopard.

THE WOMEN

Probably Will Wake

Them Up.

The revolution in Portugal will
greatly affect the women, though this
point seems to be generally overlooked

in the prophesies regarding the coun-
fry’s future which are being made on
all sides.

There is indeed room for improv-
ment, says the Queen, for the Portu-
guese women share with their Spanish
sisters the distinction of being the
most backward, ignorant and down-
trodden in Europe. g
Among other nations the racia
individuality even is unrecognized, for
they are generally classed with their
neighbors in Spain, and as persons
they have no status at all. The wo-
men of the upper classes lead the in-
dolent, vacant lives of most of - the
aristocracies of southern Europe.
They are not educated as we under-
stand the word and take not the small-
est interest in the political life of their
country or in the world outside their
narrow ken, while their menfolk look
upon them as inferior creatures intel-
lectually. This idea is instilled into

about three in the morning, and dress-
Next day he tocok me
I
have been ever since, and shall be for)
a few weeks yet, as I have got some| pifieq to
very bad wounds about my head and|the charity of friends
I am

all
But I wish I had

OF PORTUGAL

The Change of Government

men and women. They consider that
a lady loses her social position at
once if she does work for which she
recelves payment, and indigent widows
and spinsters think it far more dig-
pass their lives existing on
and relatives
e out a career for them-

i than to carv
selves.
. It is true that there are few epen-
ings for them to enter, and the wo-
men of the middle classes who must
earn the§r own living generally take
up _teqchmg as a profession, but the
majority are so badly educated them-
selves that it is often a matter of the
blind leading he blind. Efforts have
be_en made to remedy this state of
thmgs, and the work that Queen
Maria Pia did toward helping for-
ward the education of girls is little
known and never recognized in this
country.
The women of the peasant class are
active, vigorous and sensible crea-
tures and they redeem their sex from
the general charge of sloth and help-
}essness. They work quite as hard and
in many places harder than the men,
and by their labor ‘they contribute
greatly to the national revenues. The
weight that they carry on their heads
is almost incredible. They will g0 off
gayly bearing a basket of fruit and:
vegetables which it takes two people
to lift, and in the wine districts the.
baskets of grapes are heavier still. i
The costumes of the women va.ry!
in different districts and they are!
picturesque and convenient. Theyf
rarely wear shoes or stockings and !
their heavy skirts are pulled up under |
a girdle below the waist, which en-
ables them to walk with greater ease.
Their headgear mostly consists of a
bright colored handkerchief under a
quaint, flat, soft black hat, which s
unbecoming but comfortable when
carrying heavy loads on the head. Some
of the peasant women possess gold
chains and other ornaments which
have been in their families for gener-
ations and have been handed down

their minds from their earliest child-

from mother to daughter.
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in a competition of this kind. It will

2nd PRIZE,—828.00 in Cash
3rd PRIZZ,-$16.00 “ &
ith PRIZE,-810.00 “

Below you will find S sets of jumbled letters.
Janadian City.

TONREALM

Awell-known Canadian caily

TOATOP

A =well-known w—}etablc

AREP
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some and costly
dollars to advertisa our

condition mentioned above, Address

'f¥ou did not share In cur last distribution
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Total Cash Prizes,—8100.00

The first when properly arrenged " X
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OONDITIONS,—Write your answer neatly and plainly on a sheet
and send it to us. Remember that neatness and hau:
test as a correct solution to the puszzle.

Children under twelvo years of ags will not bo psrmitted o enter.
No employes of ours or relation of employee will be nllowed to compete,
There isa simple condition that must be complied with which we will write you about asscon as we receive your answer,
The judging will be in the hands of three gentlemen of uudoubsed integrity having no connection with this firm.
Their decision 18 to be accepted as final—you can rely on an abdsolutely fair Judgment being given.

Send your answer at once and a8 300n a8 we recelve it we will writs you telling you i£it is correct and informing you of the
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FOR CORREBCT ANSWERS
IN THIS PUZZLE CONTEST

Last 8easen we ran our first

Oompetition and gave away a magn r

M-
cent Piano and $100.00 in Cash. (Names of
winners furnished on application.) Thig compe-
tition was so esuccessful that wo
have decided to run anothef onc.

of prizc money do not fall to try
you ong cent to snter this contest.

18 the Grardest Prize aver offered

be cased Free of Charge and shipped to t snswer
to our puzzie 1s judged neatest, best written, and nearest cagz‘ecf- Ppud %0 the persan whose

8 PRIZES,—8C.00 each In Cash

ogetabla. i hs $hird epells the name of a wall-known fruit.

For the best
answer wo willgive Aussiutely Frea the firet prize,

¢ to give away free over :,ouﬁ
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usiness and when we tay we wili give away the foent
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Brass Castings,

Aluminum Castings
The Canada Metal Comp

31 WILLIAM STREET, TORONTO.
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A novel means of identification has
been adopted by one of the large in-
stitutions for deaf mute children of
New York. The .children gometimes
wander away Or become lost while,
travelling, and, as many of them can-i
not read and write, it is often a diffi- |
cult thing to return them to the in-

stitution, By tattooing the name and
address on the skin it is an easy mat-
ter for the deaf mutes to be identified.
The tattooing is done in ink that is
not indelible, but which will stang foa
a year or two. :
MINARD'S LINIMENT CURES
COLDS, ETC.




