The Enquiry ¢

Condnclod

by T. Hollis Walker, K.C.

THURSDAY, Jan. 10th.

COMMISSIONER—Give every al-
lowance for the preparation of this
case.

MR. WINTER—I have no objection
to an adjournment until Monday. I
think Mr. Curtis is here this after-
noon, and has with him the ledger.

COMMISSIONER—We will now deal
with that matter.

Leslie R. Curtis (re-called).

Examined by Mr. Howley.

Q.—You told us this morning that
in your books, apart from this fire in-
surance loss account there was an ac-
éount of Archibald Brown as a cHent?

A —Yes.

Q.—This I think is a ledger account
for Brown from 191 dowa to the be-
ginning of 19227

A.—Yes, from December,
January, 1922,

Q.—In whose handwriting are the
entries in that book? i
A.-—All the entries except the final
balance are in the handwriting of Miss ;
Miller. !

Q.—In whose writing is
entry?

A.—In Mr. Fraser’s, dated January,
1922.

Q. —That is the ledger account of
Brown from 1916 to 1922?

A —Yes.

COMMISSIONER—May I look at it?,

MR. HOWLEY—And the last item
in January, 1922 is simply the balance
ftem which was transferred to a new
ledger?

A —Yes.

Q.—This, I think is
eount for 1922?

A1t is,

Q. —That is immediately following
from this?

A —Yes.

Q~—The writings are in the
writing ef whom?

A~In the handwriting ot Mr.
Fraser, all except the balance which
is in the handwriting of the assistant
accountant, Miss Noseworthy.

Q.—And, I think, in this
Brown’s acceun? for 1923?

‘A —Yes.

Q—In/ whose handwriting is that?

A.—Miss Noseworthy's.

Q.—And the account is closed -out
from 1923?

A —Yes.

COMMISSIONER—Just tell me. This
account to Januarv, 1922, I do not see
any-entry of this cheque received in
respect of the Insurance on Brown's
account?

A.—There is a reference made to it
in another account. There was no ac-
count kept in respect of fire insurance
losses. If there was a fire the. cheque
would be paid over.

COMMISSIONER—If you had been
good enough fo dole out this insur-
ance before the chegque came, would '
you deubt the account?

A~ We may have in this particular
case. in view of the fact that payments ]
were mafde to Brown before the money
was received. We opened a special ac-
count called Globe and Rutgers Fire
Loss account.

Q—I should have thought in the
meantime, after those sums had been’
paid, and before you had got the
cheque from the Insurance Company,
voyt would have debited Brown with
the amounts. Supposing the Insurance
Company had never paid, had gone !
hroke, what wbﬁld ‘have happened
then?

A, —We wou]d ‘have been out the
money. ;

‘Q~—But you have not debited him.
There is no entry of those things
being debited. They were paid in Feb-
ruty, May, January and March, 1921,
and.there is no entry:in this book: tor
1921 at all in this aeconlt" :

A.—No, they did not appear there.
They would appear in~ another ac-
count, ‘n anothor bonk.

Q-—I was hnt eﬂmw'&ll ‘what ﬂu
system was. I shonld mc M'ﬂu
find that if you were. these
amounts for Brown, and you
'recelvod the cheque from

{
1916 to

the final

ac-

Brown's

hand-

book - is

Q.—Is that it?

A —That is it.

MR, HOWLEY—Might I say here,
sir that this account deals with other
matters besides Brown's.

COMMISSIONER—TI think I ought,

to be able to identify it, after all wa
have been told. I do not propose to
make public anybody else’s fires.

Q.-—Now whose handwriting is this
in? , ’

A.—Mr. Fraser’s.

COMMISSIONER—There is the re-
ceipt heré of the cheque from the
Bank, August 19th, This suggests that
the money had not been received un-
til August 19th, and that payments out
had been made during the months of

; February, March and May.

MR. HOWLEY—Might I say, sir,

that the memo which we had here this |
. morning was taken from

that ac-

couﬁt, and may possibly help you.
COMMISSIONER-—I preferred to

see these accounts myself.

entry on August 19th, “on alc fire loss
Alexander Brown, policy number
42252, $4085.00. This morning’s evi-'
dence was that the cheque came to

your office from the Insurance Com-

pany, and was acknowledged by a
letter dated July 15th, 1921. In that
book, however, it is put down as
being received in August, °

WITNESS—The cheque had to be
sent to Brigus for endorsement, and
returned to us. The correspondence
put in this morning explains that,

COMMISSIONER—You had 'the ac-!

tual pHysical receipt of the cheque
itself, and you sent it to the Magis-
trate to have it endorsed and returned
by him to you. Then I do not know
when {2 wasd returned. L.R.C. 5 ought
to show that. This is L.R.C. b5.
will remember that we had some diffi-

culty in reading it It is dated August §
18th. Then I think we find that the ;
date this cheque is -entered in the book |

is ‘August 19th. Those dates seem to
correspond very well.

Cross-examined by Warren, K.C.,
Attorney-General.

Q.—Mr. Curtis, whose book is this?

A.—That is the firm's book.

.Q.—Not a special book for the in-
surance?

A.—No, the firm’s book.

Q.—How . is it that your private ac-
count is entered in this firm’s book
with respect to fire losses?

A—You will notice' that all those
entries are in the handwriting of Mr.
Fraser, and he was not in the office all
the time that those things occurred.
But when Mr. Fraser came he tried to
find what payments were made to
Brown under the loss.

COMMISSIONER—I would point out
that some of these entries are not in
drder of date?

A—Some of the entries were not
made at all. There is a cheque put in
that i3 not in that book.

Q.—First of all, all the entries thera '
were not made on the dates that pay- '

ments were made?

A.—They were made out since Miss
Miller left.

Q —Was the whole page written at
once?

A’—In _the mter part of 1921.

QDo yo 'Imow whether the en-|

tries ‘made’ Wthe receipt of

I think, |
perhaps if you want to ask Mr. Curtis ,
! any questions about it you shall have
an opportunity to do so. .In the mean-]
itime, in this account here there is an

You '

a period of’ tiree d‘ fou
this book had co be vmtun»up trom
the cash book. : G

MR. WARREN--Yon say, ml um;y-
paid F. McNamara,

A e

appears on this page?

cash book or from the receipt of Mr.
McNamara. At any rate it was taken

the office; that is of the
Q.—The firm did not pay the money?v

this nymcnt.
would ot be: made on the d:w thlt 4

A.—That would be’ tlkgn \_troai-.thde &

from one of the books of ‘account. ot_- 3

A.—If thé firm did not- ‘pay  the

nmoney, I did and the firm reimbursed
me, : i
I Q.—By what method did the :firm-
keep tract or- account of ‘whether "
lthey or you paid it. You = say ‘you
l paid the amount, not the firm: How
is it that the firm’s books show: the
account?

A.—You will see there in rAugust
I collected. one of the amounts..

Q.—Was that because it was paid’
to you personally?

A —It was only paid to me then at
that date. K

COMMISSIONER~Is there in that
same ledger a list of the payments
that you made for the firm?

A.—No.

MR. WAFREN—Is this entry paid
L. R. Curtis meant to show that you
' paid the money, or does it show that
that money was paid to you?

A~—It shows that I paid the money
originally, and it was paid back to
me.

" would: ‘depend ' upon whether

firm keeps:a _rqcord

Q.—Was there anything to show that
you were paid the money that you
had advanced? {

A —That was a matter between the
| firm and myself. If I did not get the
money it was credited to my account.
| + COMMISSIONER—SHall  we  find
anywhere in that book a list of the
Irepayments to you?

{ A~—I do not tink so.
| just after Mr. Fraser came he went

)through all the chéque stubs, and I ’

got credited with All the amounts I
 had: paid.
i COMMISSIONER—I dare uy you

Unless you see the ‘Bayer. Cross”

I remembei‘ :

{and that the amoant ultimatelv came |

‘Sometimes ' I -did: 1ot -get the: whole

on package or on tablets you are not.

getting the genuine Bayer Aspirin;

proved safe by millions and prescrib-:

ed by physicians over twenty-three

years for ;
Colds
Toothache
Neuritis Rheumatism
Neuralgia Pain, Pain

Accept “Bayer Tablets of Aspirin”

Headache
Lumbago

« paid in part by"® credit

only. Each unbroken package onptains !
proven direction. = Handy ‘boxes of '
twelve tablets cost few cents. Drug- |
gists also sell bottles of 24 and 100.
Aspirin is the trade mark (registered
sin Canada) of Bayer Manufacture of
Monoaceticacidester  of Salicylicacid.
{ While it is well known that _Aspirin
means Bayer manufacture, to assist
the public against im!tntlonl, the Tab-
lets of Bayer Company will ‘ln Mp-

l “Bayer Crou e
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'crodited in your account ‘With ‘this| .
‘amount of $1082:35° in mpd':t of’ Mc- i

- for ,mn ;that. woqnl
edﬂththdr.mltudcmthe. .

a.nd yoif ownq,nfm nndorsfand how
"your: books .were ‘kept, Bht‘it‘il ‘hard
for a stranger: - .7 3

MR. “WARREN—1 unﬂmta'nﬂ that
you ‘made'-a’ mistake ‘
'about the ehoqu,m to‘A!rt# Sou

A.—Yes, that Was pl!d by -um firm,
not by me. * : i

Q. —How wotﬁd tha.t choque be
signed? ' . i

A—By Miss M’ﬂler ,R A 8quires,
per J. G. Miller,. " *»

Q.—I notice’ that thefe ls “T0. folio
in these entriés’ to shbv where they
came from? 34

A.—No. Some iy have come from |
the cash‘book;, sdme imay> net. ' That
this
book was written up at~ thit time or
not. /

. Q—I want- y.ou to explaln how the
in tge firm’s

books .of amounts .paid- lu you, -for

instance” to H’cN&m&rl. Djut,.gf S‘Dﬂ‘r. '
I8

™ English-Am

own account? {
A.—Probably . that monoy came

back 'to me in the course ot ‘" week

or a Jortnisht

s COMMISSIONER—It vun Q_robable

that no account was kept e

WITNESS—L wns probs.bly, reim-
bursed,

Q—Your._ own’ Ba.uk book ,,,mlcht
show that? e

A—My own, book would l)e po mix— :
ed up that ‘I could’ net “myselt “tell
yon, unless I ctmxd_get the “deposit
slips. : '

Q —Did you keep ‘them? .

A—No.

MR. WARREN--0On Febnmry 22nd
it appears that McNamara was paid
$1082.35,2" does "that. mean that Me-
Namara waa puld by ‘the firsf or by
you?

A —That meang “that McNamara
was paid by me, that ~amount, and
that amount was nrdbably re-paid to
me.

COMMISSIONER——What I ,under-
stand is that ‘MeNamara was. paid,

{

from the firm’ i

MR. WARREN——How wouid you be

3 reimbursed?

A—I would- be reimbursed by cuh

or by credit to my account . .
Q.—Now, how minch was retmbu'iel

by “érédit ‘afid-how ‘much by <cash? |

A It would be about half and half.

amount in caah but’ partly eredit and
partly cash. . >

Q—When’ you sny thnt yan vere
then ' there
must have -been ‘an. account tpr yon
in the .books t.o ahew your rqoelptl’

A —Yes. ¢ 3

Q.—Where is thnt’ re

A.—Those ‘sHeets would ﬂn At thel

I ‘can

H

vault, in the private drawer:.

brin‘ them: .- :
COMMISSIONER ' Poisibly

mlcht like to see them. " .-:
MR. WARREN—You' wonld tnen be

Namara? Lo
A.—Unless T was md 20 nmcﬁ in’

cash, then it wnnll*not“apjur.in my .' 3

account at-all.-"
Q—Surely. . you un

Y

jani1tf
e e SO

312-314

e
entered. up? 4 B

Q.—Then it was not
you?

A. No I would give a cheque, and
when I received reimbursement I
‘would probably tick my cheque stub,
and let it go at that.

COMMISSIONER—I . wonder what
wonld have happened if you had had
the- misfortune to die.

WITNESS—I understood that every
cheque I gave was being credited to
me, but I found out that that account
{was not entered. I went Tight
through my ¢heque book with - Mr.
{ Fraser after he took charge.

!MR. WARREN—Before Mr. - Fraser
came, in February you gave your
own personal cheque to McNamara.
Was-there no note of that at all?

A.—The cheque would stand there,

Q.—But that -was your own-private
cheque book?

'A——There would be an entry made
“in’ the cash book when I was reim-
lﬁu'led That'is if any cash was paid

{ont to -me. 2515
Q—-How would they know how

credited to

-.‘Runl!lo‘\Rlsks

.cm”'t:!" iy betore

much to reimburse you?

A.—There would be my me d

COMMISSIONER—What I =
was that, as Miss Miller mad
finite statement, the books ©
firm would either correct it @
firm it But the books are in
of chaos. 4

MR. WARREN—You say
gave a cheque for $1082.35,
only reference to it would hHe a,
orandum made on the back ' of
stub book? d

A.—Yes.

Q.—You swear to that?

A.—Yes. a8

Q.—You think that it might®
tered up afterwards? ’

A—Yes. 4

Q.—So that from the ewdenoe.
we haye now it was the practi
keep accounts of amounts paid |
the ‘back of ~some ordinary. '
without its going through
counts . Then Mrs. Harsant ma
be incorrect. when she says t
amonnts paid in. the only reei
a note on the back sheet
book?

A.—That may be.

Q.—BSo that it. was not
then for amounts paid in or
to be noted in this way, so t
would not pass through the

A.—No. I might point |
there is one. cheque- here thai

.| passed through the’ books.

COMMISSIONER-—I dare s&

'has been but I am sorry to &

the books do mot: enllghten

[{much. I dare say you understal

own books; now after this
ter books. They do seem
however, and it s jlut fair

. was received in respect of his
4 from the Insurance Company. Is there ;
| nothing further we can do to-day Mr.

s B

P S o

TClosed

14th, 1924

qﬁd changes to ne’w'

an Clothi

Fater Street

should state, that the inference that|T shall be some help in developia

Miss Miller drew yesterday was not
ﬁght, that the monies were paid or

on behalf of Brown before the money
loss

Howley?
MR. HOWLEY—I would like to ask
leave, ' gir, to take this ledger away

| again.

COMMISSIONER——I do not- desire
it. This was a matter that T was not
anxious to embark upon at all; but a8
it was suggested that it involved seri-
ous imputations, I embarked upon it
S0 that these imputations might be
either confirmed or modified and it is

® fonly fair that I should say so. We
| shall now adjourn until Monday morn-

ing and I hope then that we shall go

“straight on.

Adjournment was then taken until
11 a.m. Monday,

. THE COMMISSIONER—Mr. Howley
I think the next move is with you.
Mr. ‘Howley—I would like to- pre-

.sent to you, sir, Mr. Merton .T. Lewis

of the New- York Bar, a gentleman

§ who acted as Attorney General for the

State of New York during the war.
" THE COMMISSIONER—I assume
from your opening remark that he is

“Richard Squires. I ehall be pleased to
héar as T think it would be most ad-

facts in this case.
THE COMMISSIONER —

& | that some moniés were paid out to of . what we look for, assistance fro

| Bar.

)

‘corrections. I+have no

MR. HOWELY—Before proc
further might I be permitted to

to an erroneous n:wpspaper ren

Thursday’s proceedings, errone
as much as it completely mis
sents on the questions which
before you.

THE COMMISSIONER
to know' what authority 1 havw
the newspapers?’

MR. HOWLEY—I do not prom
suggest that you have any sir

THE COMMISSIONER—1
know whether' I have the rig
commit them for contempt, haw

MR. HOWLEY—I would ask
your permission, sir, to have i
pear on the records with a v
having prompt corrections

THE COMMISSIONER-
had better address yourself ©
newspapers and ask them fo
author
make-them make correstions ani
not think I.am concerned in thé
yorts.

MR. HOWLEY—The Attornes
eral stated at the opening of
quiry that it was the intention
nish daily the newspapers an?

I woul

fassociated with you on behalf of Sir . report of the proceedings.

THE -COMMISSIONER—I i
. the newspapers had their own

visable to- hllr him in’ the interest of ' ors here. I do not know of al

s client.

they got of an official nature

~ MR. LNWIB—I desire to say a word, ' unconcerned as to how the n¢
T, -jnlt to upreu my appreciation peérs obtained their information

edurtely that has been so gen-
‘afforded me and I trust that

to how they used the infor®

(Continued on page 7).
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