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things, as she spoke. ‘ Just one of 
his whims, sir ; quite turned the 
house out of window. Not bu! what 
we’d have had a room*îor you, Mr.
Slade, if we had known----- ’

.* My fault,’ he said, quietly. * I 
didn’t make up my mind to come till 
two or three o’clock this morning, and 
it was too late to write. I shpuld 
have been here three hours earlier, 
but there was an accident, or some
thing of the kind, on the line,; it’s a 
wonder I am here now.

There was only one fly at the stat
ion, and Lo»is risked his life in snatch
ing it out of thiThands of half a dozen 
other people. And this is amateur 
theatricals, is it? Has Lord Vavasour 
got it very badly

Mrs. Jones ..looked puzzled for a- 
moment, then smiled.

» Oh, yes, sir ; he's quite heart and 
soul in it. It’s a pleasure and a fright 
to see him, so anxious and excited ; 
and he has worked so hard ! Painted 
all the scenery'—Dawson Slade groan
ed—t and undertook the management 
of everything, and it's much to his 
credit. For, if you’ll believe me, no
body would know it from a real theat-

of taking refuge in flight ; but Louis 
had paid the fare, and the fly was on 
its way back to the station.

Dawson Slade sank on to a chair, 
and looked round the deserted vhall. 
A dim thunder of applause roused 
him.

1 Merciful Heaven !’ he exclaimed ;
* is there no one here to whom one 
can speak ? Where is the butler? 
Go, Louis, and find him, or some one. 
Let me get out of sight and sound !’

Louis hurried off past the astonish
ed footman, who stood and stared at 
the new arrival, and presently return 
ed with Mr. Flitters, who did know 
Dawson Slade.

‘ Mr. Slade, sir,’ he said, with unct- 
i m. ‘ Didn’t expect you, sir,’ hope 
you are quite well. James’—sharp
ly, to the staring footman—‘ take Mr. 
Slade’s luggage upstairs. Quick ! I’ll 
call the housekeeper, sir, Hem ! that’s 
no use, though ; she’s in the saloon. 
You s5è, sir, we’ve got some theat
ricals on, and all the servants are 
looking on.’

Dawson Slade looked up, and shook 
his head. .

• 1 couldn’t have come at a more 
unfortunate time, Flitters—I had no 
Idea of it.’

‘ No, no ; certainly not,’ said Flitters, 
sympathizingly ; he knew Mr. Dawson 
Slade well, and admired that gentle
man’s exquisite languor and impas
sibility. ‘Of course, sirjand we didn't 
know you were coming. But don’t
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leaned on her arm, and '© >ked up ta 
her anxiously.

1 If Rayburn should be late?’ he 
murmured, apprehensively.

‘ But he will not be,’ she said, 
gently, * Hark ! There is the sound 
of a carriage ; we can hear them 
quite plainly.

That is he, no doubt. 1 am so 
glad, for your sake—and mine 1’ and 
she laughed.

But it was not Lord Rayburn ; and, 
if she could have known whom that 
carriage contained, she would not 
have been glad for anyone’s sake,
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ARRIVES

row selected from the quiver and j 
meant to strike? Be it one or the j 
other, none could have told if it hit 
the mark-/A faint smile flashed on 
Lilian’s face.

‘They will not care for my Juliet, 
after they have seen your Julia,’ she 
said, and moved away.

Quickly the vast saloon filled; serv
ants, thoroughly coached in the du
ties of the evening, took the numer
ous tickets from each party and con
ducted them to their seats, and every 
seat was filled without a hint of con
fusion or muddle.
- Then, one by one, the orchestra 
•filed into their places, and, afteV the 
inevitable tuning up, the overture 
began.

‘Now,’ said the duke, with a smile 
that was not altogether devoid of 
good-natured anxiety, ‘we shall see if 
Master Gerald and his company are 
going to make a failure or score a 
success.”

All the actors were gathered in the 
greenroom except those wanted for 
the first scene, and those were at 
their places at the wings when Ger
ald, who had been taking a last man
agerial walk across the stage, enter
ed the greenroom, and, with a swift 
glance from face to face, exclaimed, 
in a hushed !pid awful voice :

‘Where is. Lord Rayburn 
meo?’

There was a sudden silence, while 
each person looked round the room. 
Then Lilian’s clear voice was heard.

‘ He has not come yet, Lord Vava
sour. Do not be anxious ; Lord 
Rayburn knows that he plays in the 
second piece, and has not hurried.’

He’s always late,’ said Harold, who 
had slipped out of his dress coat and 
was busy with the scenery. ‘He’ll 
turn up just in time, never fear.’

‘ Then ring up !’ said Gerald, and 
the curtain slowly ascended, as a 
burst of applause greeted the beauti
ful scene, and repaid poor Gerald for 
all the toil and trouble.

But he himself seemed scarcely to 
hear it. Coming up to Liliar, he
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The carriage which Gerald so fer

vently hoped might be Lord Ray
burn's drew up to the door.

It was a station fly, and out of it 
stepped Dawson S’ade.

With a languid glance at the 
gleaming windows, he walked up the 

j broad steps and into the brilliantly 
j lighted hall.

A footman, who knew not Dawson 
Slade, came forward, looking with 
surprise at the light, travelling suit 
and dust coat—all the rest of the 
party had come in evening dress— 
and held out his hand respectfully 
for the ticket. Dawson Slade turned, 
with that rare air of indolent interro
gation.

‘ What is it, Louis?’
The discreet Louis stepped up be

side his master, and, with a glance 
round, said :

‘ Dinner party, I think, sir.’
‘ Dinner party—ah, yes,' sighed 

his master ; ‘ and I’ve lost the soup 
and the fish, no doubt.’

Here the footman cut in :
* It's not a dinner party, sir, if you 

please.’
‘A dance?’ queried Dawson Slade, 

discontentedly.
‘ No, sir—amàteur theatricals.’
Dawson Slade stepped back, with 

a groan, and looked at Louis with an 
expression that would have drawn 
tears from a stone.

* Amateur theatricals ! Is it pos 
sible ?’ he murmured, piteously.

Willingly and cheerfully would he 
have traveled a hundred miles at an> 
time to avoid them, and now he had 
traveled a hundred weary miles, to 
find them awaiting him at his journey's; 
end ! It was hard, certainly.

Tired and bored, he looked r> und 
into the night, as if he half thought
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Seddon, Gbe upset, sir ; I’ll make you veiy com- j 
fortable. We’ve dined------’

Dawson Slade bent his head, as j 
if he expected the blow.

* But I’ll send you up as comlor- | 
table a dinner as I can, sir. Here, ! 
William, send in to Mrs. Tones, and j 

"tell her to come here at once !’
In three minutes Mrs. Jones ap

peared. She, also, knew Mr. Dawson 
Slade, and dropped a welcoming cour
tesy.

‘ How do you do, Mrs. Jones?’ he j 
said. * I didn’t know------’

‘ Lor,’ sir, it don t make any differ- I 
ence, not a bit. You can have your ! 
old rooms, if Mr. Louis will kindly 
follow me. And won’t you go into 
the library, and rest------’

< No,’ said Dawson Slade, firmly, 
but languidly. * I’ll go to bed at once, 
Mrs. Jones. My rooms are in the 
south wing? Yes; I remember. And 
I can’t hear anything of this, eh? Ah, 
yes, thanks. And— and — Flitters, 
don’t, for Heaven’s sake, let anybody 
learn I’m here. I’ll put in appear
ance at breakfast ; come by the early 
train ; you understand ?’

‘ Yes, sir, quite,’ said the intelligent 
Flitters. • You shan’t be disturbed 
But don’t go to bed, sir, till I send 
up a bit of dinner.’

Dawson Slade nodded a languid 
assent, and went up the stairs, not 
quite, but almost supported by Louis, 
who had run down to help his over
whelmed master, and by Flitters, who 
felt it his duty to see an honored 
guest to his rooms in safety.
3 The suit was in the south wing, as 

Flitters said, and some of the best 
rooms in the house. Mrs. Jones had 
arranged them as well as she could, in 
so short a time ; and Louis was al
ready unpacking the trunks.

1 Don’t wait, Flitters,’ said Daw- 
ion Slade ; ‘ Mrs. Jones will tell me „ 
ill about it. And now, Mrs. Jones, 
what is it all about ?’

Mrs. Jones smiled.
•A whim of th
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sir,’ she said, bustling noiselessly to 
and fro, helping Louis spread a cloth, 
and giving a general * home ’ look to
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