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MR. BLAKE'S VIEWS.

tThe Policy of the Government 
Vigorously Attacked.

CimfaatM miumnwilafllt North* 
west—A States manlike t lew *f the 
Kiel Case.

From the Great 8pcech at Loudon.
Now the Government has all this time 

been so busy with political intrigue,
•with schemes for retaining or obtaining 
political support, with jobs, with the re
gulation of oar private business, with its 
attacks on the Provinces, that it seems 
to have had no time or energy for the 
discharge of its roost ebvious and im
portant duties. It marked the early 
part of its old lease of power by the 
Northwest rebellion ot 1869. It has, I 
believe, marked the closing scenes of its 
new lease by the Northwest rebellion of 
3885. (Applause.) I cannot go into 
the details tonight. I have done so in 
Parliament already. Remember, that 
Government was very specially responsi
ble for diligence and liberality in deal
ing with the Northwest because of for
mer events, and because it was an unre
presented country autocratically govern 
cd. I have, nevertheless, shown beyond 
all doubt, out of the selected papers 
brought down under compulsion by the 
Government, the moat scandalous ne
glect, delay and mismanagement. With 
an enormous Indian expenditure they 
had tho Indians largely in a state of 
hunger, insubordination and disquiet.
With seven years’ time for action, full 
power to act, full knowledge of the dis
content, and of the danger of delay, 
with constant petitions, resolutions, re
presentations, pressure and remonstran
ces, they yet did nothing to settle the 
claim of the Northwest half-breeds to 
like treatment as was accorded those of 
Manitoba till it was too late—till the fire 
was in the heather.

When they first acted, it was in a lame 
inadequate and halting sense, and with 
a fatal pause. (Cheers.) Even their 
second step, after the outbreak, was un
just and uni&tisfactory, and it was not 
till after the commission had reported 
that they yielded. They showed, also, 
grass negligence in dealing with the 
claims of the Manitoba enumerated half- 
breeds, whose first demands, though 
pressed and proved for years, they re
fused to recognize or settle, nor were 
they dealt with till April, 1885.

Their action as to the land office, the 
opening cf the land for entry, the sur 
veya, the settlement of land claims, the 
recognition of early occupation, wood 
rights, land patents, colonization com
panies and reserves, and their system of 
dealing with letters, petitions and re
ports were marked by apathy, incapacity 
neglect, procrastination and bungling.
In truth, the story is almost incredible 
were it not proved out of the rec< ris.

Then in June, 1884, came Riel,
There was ample time that summer to 

settle all. All might have been even 
then adjusted ; the grievances which 
were his instruments removed and his 
power broken. They knew he was there ; 
they knew he was agitating ; they knew 
the danger ; Sir David Macpherson 
knew it ; Sir John Macdonald knew it 
Sir Hector Langevin knew it ; Sir 
Adolphe Caron knew it—the whole corps 
of knights knew it. They were warned 
time and again ; they were implored 
they were threatened. Nothing moved 
them.

They were roused to reaction only on 
the eve of the outbreak. Too late, alas, 
too late ! (Applause. ) They were as in 
effective in measures of repression and 
defence as in those of redress. They de
moralized and disbanded the local forces.
With three years' warning they left the 
suns in such an unserviceable state that 

/they became useless at Cut Knife, to the 
great danger of our gallant troops.
They chose a military post at Carleton, 
which was only tenable while there was 
no enemy—(lauyhter)—and was aband
oned the first instant of the war.

These are but samples of their con
duct. I say nothing of the cost of the 
war, or the management of that busi
ness. Now, you know what followed 
the outbreak. The loss of many lives ; 
many wounds ; much suffering ; terror 
and anxiety among the scattered settlers ; 
fjreat hardships ; losses to individuals ; 
millions drawn from the public chest ; 
the country injured ; the Indians un
settled ; a state of affairs produced ot 
which we canrot see the end.

I brought the subject before* Parlia
ment at the end of last session, but the 
House was exhausted, the papers were 
un printed, the members had not read 
them ; Government denied the accuracy 
of my statement ; they called on their 
supporter to confide in th»*m ; they de 
cl a red my motion inopportune, and 
called on their supporters on that ground 
to vote it down ; and v>»‘ed down it was.
Bince then there has been time to react 
the papers, the objections of last session 
no longer apply. Some of their sup 
porters have already declared that the 
Government was wrong, and I do not 
believe they would now repeat their 
Vote.

What is to he the penalty for the men 
who have by their criminal neglect and 

■ in edacity produced these sad results ? I 
.have told them that in older days they 
would have been impeached as traitors 
to their trust. (Prolonged applause )
These are not our modern ways. The 
penalty is milder—for such an offence as 
their’», too mild It is but a withdrawal 
©f the power they have abused, of the 
confidence they have betrayed.

This mild penalty we call on the peo
ple to inHict, and I will not bo far de
spair of my country as to doubt the 
answer to that call. (Cheers.)

Since the close of the outbreak an 
event growing out of it has to a great.
•degree engrossed 
and to that 1 now C
of Riel. An, effort has been made, for 
obxious political purposes, to color the 
character and exag^eçate the import of 
the agitation on the subject Some 
Quebec supporters of thb Government 
have, in common with s.-me of the Que
bec opponents, denounced its action in 
very strong language, suggestion» have' cr*ed*

language has been used in the Ontario 
Ministerial organ. The movement ar a 
whole has, in mv view, been misrepra 
•anted, and a deliberate design ie appar
ent on the part of the Ontario"Toriee to 
create and intensify a war of race and 
creed, and to obaeure by this meant all 
the real issues between parties m order, 
to raise an issue false in itself, and 
which, handled aa pr»posed by the Min 
isterial press, would imperil the future 
of oor country. (Cheers.)

It is quite certain that this question 
must, and it is most desirable that it 
should, be shortly debated in Parliament, 
and that those who challenge the con 
duct of the Government should tender a 
definite issue This I hold, though I 
enteitain very strong opinions as to the 
reserve which should attend ctriticisms 
on the exercise in ordinary cases of the 
prerogative of mercy.

As Minister of Justice I have had to 
advise in many capital cases, and I do 
not forget the heavy responsibility 
which rests on those in whose hands are 
the issues of life and death, and whose 
task is rendered all the more difficult by 
reason of «the large measure of discre
tion vested in them, and expressed in 
the word clemency I know how much 
these difficulties are puhanced by heat 
ed partizan and popular discussion, in 
which distorted views and an imperfect 
appreciation cf facts are likely to pre 
vail. I have been falsely and wantonly 
accused of selling the prerogative for 
personal and for political gain. I de 
precat ed then, as I would deprecate 
now, such attacks on Ministers unless 
made with good and sufficent reason. 
So delicate, in my opinion, is the exer 
cise of this prerogative, that while I 
have sometimes been unable to recon cile 
my judgment to that of the present 
Ministers, I have felt it, on the whole, 
the lesser evil to be silent than to raise 
a debate, and I can easily conceive, in 
fact I kave known of cases in which, 
though I might differ from the conclu
sion of the Ministers, I should yet re 
fuse to censure them for honesty taking 
a line which I would not follow.

But we must be guided in each case 
by its own circumstances. The right of 
discussion, of advice, of censure has 
been denied by a leading Ministerial 
organ. Yet it is unquestionable. Min
isters are responsible in this as in all 
other cases. I was myself instrumental 
in procuring the reform which made thi* 
sure, and the rights which I helped to 
secure for mv country I will* help t<* 
maintain. (Cheers.) But I declare thui 
the occasion must be special which 
renders discussion opportune, and tlv; 
case clear which renders censure exped
ient.

Why, then, do I hold that this i> 
plainly a case for Parliamentary discuss
ion ? For several reasons.

Because the trial is for an extraor 
dinary political offence. A great agita
tion has supervened, and various ques 
tions have been raised, which cannot be 
disposed of save after full debate in 
Parliament.

Because some prominent supporters of 
the Government declare that they have 
been misled, deceived and betrayed by 
the Government ; and this charge must 
be investigated. (Hear, hear.)

Because these men also declare that 
Government acted, not on principle, but 
on party considerations, to pqnieh an 
old offence, and to gratify the hate ot a 
section of their supporters, a statement 
which demands inquiry. (Hear, hear )

Because unhappy at an early day, and 
before the trials, the Government, de 
dining the position of neutrality and 
indifference which as the representatives 
of public justice, public mercy, and 
public policy they ehould have maintain 
ed, declared that the charge which I pre 
ferred* against them of neglect, delay, 
and mismanagement in Northwest affairs 
was the defence of their prisoners, thus 
making themselves substantially private 
parties to the cause, and in effect rest
ing their defence on the prisoners’ con
viction.

I have always held that both parties 
might be deeply guilty, the Government 
for neglect, delay and mismanagement, 
and the insurgents for rising in rebel 
lion, always a grave offence against the 
state, and in this case aggravated by (he 
incitements to the Indians to revolt. 
But the Government identified their 
acquittal with the prisoners’s convic
tion, and thus disqualified themselves on 
first judgment. (Cheers )

For these and other reasons I depre
cate any attempt to evade or delay 
the Parliamentary discussion, and am 
ready to facilitate as far as I can the 
ventilation of the wh'de question, in
cluding the sentences of imprisonment, 
as <o which I may be allowed to express 
the hope that Government will without 
delay deal with «hose sentences in a 
large and merciful spirit But while I 
am of the opinion. I hold strong views as 
to the character of the discussion.

Much has been said of the conduct of 
th3 French Canadians is raising this 
question, and a wicked attempt has been 
made, taking advantage of some too hot 
and intemperate phrases, to arouse pre
judices of race and creed against them 
because they have shown spec.ally warm 
feelings in this matter. It is true that 
we Canadians are in a political sense one 
people. I could wish that, without 
obliterating race predictions,there were 
among as greater unity and love as fel 
low Canadians. (Hear, hear.) T*» that 
end I have labored in my humble wav, 
and not long since, when defending 
those of another faith than mine against 
I believed to be unjjst aspersions, I 
pointed nut the true path of duty in a 
community of divers races and creeds 
like ours, where -we must combine firm
ness in the assertion of our own rights 
with fullness in the recognition of the 
rights of other*. (Cheers ) We must 
hold to the ample acknowledgment of 
each man’s individual rights of consci” 
ence in religious matters, and to common 
citizenship of all in civil affairs if we 

I would make of Canada & great and free
ii^public attention, ; untry inhabited by a happy and united 
tW- I mean the f te pe„p|(/ (uhe,r9 )

Iiace and religious feeling», however, 
exist, and will have their effect. 1$ is 
natural that those of t>" who are of one 
Province, blood or faith should feel more 
warmly than the rest in the cruse of 
men of oar own Province, origin or 

(Hew, hear). Blood ia thicker 
been made, thing, have *een done, than water. The condition P ifcxjH 
which Z not commend themselvce to my this, that they shouM found the* appeal 
judgmen- (Cheers.) ™ ‘he great principles of Jo_st.ee. mercy

<)o the other hand the violent and policy applicable >■ all alike and

should demand- no special favors 
lesson of Province, race or creed.

Those of oe who belong to the other 
elements of our nationality hare oor 
duty to do—to make ample allowance for 
warmth of utterances and -hasty phrases, 
to calm rather than to exeite prejudice, 
end to decide on broad and general, just 
and generooe views, such as we would 
wish applied to ourselves. Let us do 
uuto other* as we would they, should do 
unto ua. (Cheers)

At to the union for political pur
pose* of one race or creed, irrespective 
of political principles, I am not now to 
speak for the first time my mind. In 
1871, when expressing the strong 
opinions I felt and feel on the subject 
of the murder of Scott, I deprecated any 
attempt to decide the question on the 
ground of nationality or religion. In 
1877, when protesting against some ill- 
advised pretensions on the subject of 
undue influence, I declared that 1 should 
e’ruggle to preserve to each one of my 
fellow - countrymen, whatever his creed, 
the same full and ample measure of 
civil freedom which he now enjoys under 
those laws which enable him and me, 
though we may be of diverse faiths, to 
meet on the same platform, and to differ 
according to our own political convic
tions, and not according to our religious 
faith, or the dictation of any other men, 
lay or clerical. (Cheers.) And during 
the last few years I have more than once 
warned my fellowcoontrymen of an in
sidious attempt which has been made to 
effect a ao-called political union of all 
the French throughout Canada in the 
interest of the Quebec Tory leaders. I 
have pointed out that this was an unpat 
rioiio step, fraught with danger to the 
Dominion, and with special danger to 
those who, being the minority, were 
asked to work together as a unit, apart 
from questions of opinion.

But'no encouragement was given by 
the Toriee of the other provinces to 
these views. It was all right for Messrs. 
Langevin & Co. to counsel such a union 
ubatantially in the Tory interest, but 

when there is a breach in the Quebec 
Tory lank» the cry of danger to the 
S ate at once fills the air. A united 
French population, united in the Tory 
interest, would be a public blessing. A 
more equally divided French population, 
since it would weaken the Tory interest, 
is a public danger. (Laughter.) I say 
a more equally divided French popula
tion, for it ia not my judgment that the 
French are a unit on this question.

Fur the same base party purpose of 
promoting race prejudice, and giving 
C-ound for the cry of English against 
French, they have been so represented 
ij the Ontario Ministerial press. But 

not so by that of Quebec, and I believe 
it to he but a dodge, and that there is 
.here, as elsewhere, seme division of 
■pinion.

So may it be ! Let us unite and 
livide, I say once more, on grounds of 
reason, argument and opinion, and not 
-f race or creed. 1 hope and trust that 

r he excitement having somewhat abated, 
the further discussion in the press and 
iimmg the peuple may be more tranquil i 
that rash and hasty language may be 
avoided, and that when we meet ill Par
liament we may engage in debate in a 
remper and after a fashion suitable to 
our national dignity, and regardful of 
our national amity. (Cheers.)

Now, on what lines are we to deal 
with this question in Parliament ? Those 
of us who have not engaged in the pre
liminary discussion, who are free and un
lettered, to whom it ia own, unembar
rassed by any prior and premature de
clarations, to reach unbiassed conclus 
ions, have, I conceive, very special du
ties. We are to help to obtain informa 
tion on all points now obscure ; we are 
to listen to the arguments of those who 
have taken sides ; wo are to consider the 
whole case presented, and we are to 
strive for the formation of a just and 
statesmanlike judgment bv the House of 
C mmnne. We must endeavor to elim 
inate, as factors in the decision, race and 
creed, and cause the Commons of Can
ada to speak with a voice and in a sense 
which posterity, after these heats have 
cooled and these mists have cleared, 
ahall ratify and confirm. (Cheers.)

I believe we cannot, it we would, make 
of this a party question. After full re
flection, 1 do not entertain that desire, 
but were it otherwise, I doubt that the 
result could be accomplished. (Hear, 
hear. ) I exercise no compulsive or con
straining force over the opinions of the 
Liberal party on this or any other ques
tion ; and 1 entertain the impression 
that with us, as with the Tories, there 
are differences of opinion in the ranks 
not likely to he composed, and which I, 
at any rate, shad make no endeavor to 
control to a partv end. For, after all, 
though at first Mush one may regret 
party divisions, yet am 1 glad in this 
case of this condition.

For the reasons I have given, I do not 
desire a party conflict on the Itegina 
tragedy. 1 do not piopose to construct 

political platform out of the Regina 
scaffold—(prolonged cheers) —or to cre
ate or cement party ties with the blood 
>>f the condemned. To apply words I 
have already quoted in another sense, 1 
do not care -‘To attempt the future's 
portal wi th the past’s blond rusted key."

Now, as you know, T have been ab 
sent from Canada for some months, but 
since my return I have read with care 
such papers as 1 could find. While 
these have produced impressions on my 
m-nd as to the material issue», I have 
been clearly led to the conclusion that 
the information required for a just judg
ment on same point* is nqt before us 

I think we require an authentic copy 
of the evidence and proceedings at the 
trial, and also of the papers found at 
B itoche, the production of which was 
refused by the Oovernment, but which,
I think, Parliament should see, the 
rather that a Minister has lately made 
public one of these papers of considera
ble importance as affecting Reil’s posi
tion. and tending to contradict the alle
gation that he had himself procured the 
invitation to come into the Northwest.
I think we require an explanation aa to 
why, i fit was intended to execute the 
sentence, Red was not put on trial for 
murder instead of for high treason._ Was 
it because it was thought inconsistent 
with Gen. Middleton’s letter tp try him 
for aught s*ve a political offence 1 It is 
proper also to kne w more as to the cir
cumstances connected^with A,hpt letter, 
so as to judge of the weight to We at- 
< ched to it.

\a », the tria' nseif. it mutt be con-

by feased that the arrangements for the ed- 
rainiattatiun of jnetioe, originally of ne
cessity rude and primitive, had become 
by time lees apolmable to the cirenm 
■tances of the country and were not well 
suited to the trial of each a ease as 
Reil'i. The independence of the judici
ary and its high standing in feet and in 
public estimation ere of the first impor
tant and in a political ease, in which 
the Government has taken side, this ia 
brought home to the meanest com pre 
heoeiou. But the judges of the North
west hold office, not like the Superior 
judges of the older Provinces, during 
good behavior, but at the pleasure of the 
Government, on which they are thue in 
some sort dependent. Besides, they are 
also political personages as members of 
the Northwest Council, and thue lees 
fitted for political trials.

I regret that the 'course of legislation 
has been rather in the direction of re- 
ducingtthan of increasing’ the securities 
in these cases. By the act ef ’80 the 
presence of two magistrates besides the 
stipendiary in capital cases, heretofore 
necessary, waa dispensed with, one only 
being made sufficient. But I do not see 
that the Government is censurable for 
having tried-the prisoner before the tri
bunal provided by the standing laws, 
though I may regret that those laws did 
not provide • more satisfactory tribunal, 
and it is always to be remembered that’ 
the special provisions requiring thb de
cision of the Executive before execution, 
and the attendant responsibility of Gov 
egpraent, here been retained.

"The choice of the judge is another 
matter. If I rightly understand, Mr. 
Richardson, besides being a magistrate 
and a member of the Northwest Council, 

the paid legal - adviser, the political
law officer, so to speak, of the Executive 
of the Northwest, and I think ex plana 
tint» are required of such a choice for 
such a trial.

Something I had intended to aay as to 
the panel, but on reflection, in the ab
sence of knowledge on one material 
point, I think it better not to suggest is 
this respect hypothetical criticism, and 
therefore I abstain. I think it right to 
say that, in my opinion, the Govern 
ment acted in a very proper spirit in pro
viding for the attendance of the prison 
era’ witnesses, and that from what I 
know of their leading coupsel I should 
think it impossible that, in their man 
agement of the case, there was anything 
unfair to the prisoners or derogatory to 
the high character they deservedly en
joy, or the responsible duties they un 
dertook to perform. (Cheers.) I am not 
implying, then, any present doubt as to 
the justice of the trial? For all my iu 
quiries it may have been juat. But be
side* justice in fact, the creation of 
feeling of public confidence, of a general 
impression that all was fair, and that ev 
ery security was taken for fairness, is 
important, and in that view of the dut) 
of the authorities, I think these ques 
tions should be examined, ,

Again, we should have before us all 
the withheld and suppressed documents 
as te the neglect, delay and mismanage 
ment of the Government—not, I repeat, 
as justifying rebellion, but as aided 
proofs that Government gave the occa 
aion and opportunity to ra-ae rebellion 
by means of the feelings evoked end the 
materials and chances offered through 
their misconduct.

Look in this connection at Bishop 
Grandie s letters lately published. Look 
at Col. Houghton’s report still suppress
ed. Look at the mass of papers a il 
confessedly withheld. The Govern 
ment says that it will not now eutet 
into this part of the case. It is reserved 
for Parliament. Be it ab. The issue is 
then deferred ; but we must have the 
evidence. And these papers may have 
an important bearing on the propriety of 
the decision, and On the question wheth
er these were the men who should have 
reached that decision. •

I think we should have the evidence 
on which Goveronment has charged tbv 
whites oi Prince Albert with beinc 
guilty, more guilty than this Metis II 
so, they should be exposed. Indians 
aud half-breeds should not bear the 
brunt while guilty whites go free— 
(cheers)—and the relation of these 
whites to Riel may have a serious bear 
ing on this case.

We should have further information 
as to Riel’s demands for money. Aa 
Government states the case, his conduct 
was base and venal, and a strong ini 
pression has naturally been produced. 
But the statement ia involved in contra 
dictions, for 1 find in the memoranda of 
the Minister the following extract from 
the evidence : “He (Riel) said also that 
if he got the money he would go to the 
United States and start a paper, and 
raise the other nationalities in the States 
He said : “Before the grass is that high 
in this country you will see foreign armies 
in this country. ” He said : “I will com
mence by destroying Manitoba, and theft 
I will come and detroy the Northwest 
and take possession of l he Northwest. 
Now, however wicked, absurd, or ipdi 
cative of a disordered mind may have 
been these words addressed to the man 
lie was soliciting, they are inconsistent 
with venality. . More light is wanted 
here.

I now come to a more important part 
of the case. The question cf Riel’s men
tal condition ia one to which I am at 
present disposed to attach greater impor
tance, than as I judge, does the general 
public. ■ But I think all will agree that 
we are clearly entitled to have before us, 
besides the papers, the instructions and 
report of the ao called Medical Commis
sion which is referred to by the Govern
ment. You will remember the conflict 
ing statements as to the character and 
results of the inquiry. Though there 
is much on which we can and ought to 
reach conclusions independent of the 
medical testimony, yet this is part of the 
case without which we should not de
cide.

I think, also, we should have a state
ment of the grounds on which the Gov
ernment decided against the recommend
ation to mercy, a course which may have 
been perfectly correct, but which ought 
to be explained.

And here I may say that I regret that 
we do not know the grounds of that re
commendation.

We should also learn something of the 
reasons for the last respite, of which 
several accounts have been given, one of 
an extraordinary nature.

Fuller information seems to be required 
as to the grounds on which the Govern
ment thought the execution of Riel tie

cessary. Warm supporters of the Gov
ernment have alleged that it shamefully 
betrayed and deceived them ; we want 
the evidence of this. They also **»'<• 
that the Government seted to gratify the 
thirst for vengeence iu respect of the 
Scott murder, of one section of their 
supporters, and on a-oold blooded calcul
ation of gains and losses in the counties, 
rather than on general consideration» of 
public juat ice, mercy and policy. 
(Cheers. ) On this grave charge we want 
light

I will go no further. I have come to 
the conclusion that in this complicated 
case, where each of several branches may 
effect the general result, it ia just that 
the materials for decisions on every 
branch ehould be available before finally 
forming and announcing a general judg
ment ; and therefore, much aa I should 
have personally wished to communicate 
to you my individual impressions, I be 
lieve I shall best discharge roy duty 
which, as you will have seen, I consider 
in be as much judicial aa political, by 
abstaining at this moment from the ex
pression of opinions which would be, at 
best, but partial, prime feci*, bypothcti 
cel, and subject to correction and review. 
It is with aU the tacts and circumstances 
before ns, end in the presence ef the 
Government whose action has been as- 
aalted. and of their accusers, that our 
deliverance may best bo made. -

To some partisans on either side who 
think nothing is to be said on the other, 
my view may be—will be—-jnsatisfac 
lory. But these who are willing to seek 
for the truth, and easting aside prejudice, 
te strive for just conclusions, will, I 
hope, recognize its propriety.

Much has been said shout political 
a’llanoes and compacts in this connection.
I know of none. To none am I a party. 
(Applause.) I have had no communiei 
tion with anyone outside of my \>wn 
party. I have never wished for office. 
On the contrary; I dislike it. Nor was 
there over a time at which it preaented 
in my view ao little to attract ; so much 
to deter. Beyond this I believe it to be 
from a piere party point of view the in 
teres» of the Liberal party that the pres
ent Government should remain iu office 
a litt e longer, (laughter), till the public 
have seen slid more clearly the rcjults of 
their past policy, results which if deve 
loped in our reign, might he, as in pact 
times, attributed to us and not to thnr 
r -al authors. But were all this other
wise, I believe that * s'at le political 
alliance can be formed on a general un 
deralanding on the substantial questions 
calling for early legislative and adminis
trative action ; and that it would lie 
equally impossible and undesirable to 
form one baaed on ootrmonity of senti 
ment, did that exist with regard to an 
execution Nor have I reason t > believe 
that on that or any other question the 
Q ivernment, though weakened, will be 
d -feated this session.

For the purpose of forwarding their 
d -sign to form sn auti French alliance, 
the Ontario Ministerial organ has pr >■ 
c aimed their defeat. But the organs do 
tint play the same tune in Quebec. It is 
only a dodge. The Government would 
doubtless like to make this an issue- 
nay, the issue—before the English speak
ing populations. They would like it 
because they know the long calendar of 
tiieir crimes. But the accused shall not 
b ■ allowed to choose the matter for which 
they are to be tried or to frame iheir 
own indictment.

For our part, we ton know the cats 
lngue of their offences. We know the 
counts of the indict-iieiii, and it is our 
purpose, apart altogether from this ques
tion of the man who is dead, to deal 
with the men who are yet politically 
alive—(laughter)—and who for innumer
able offences deserve a political death— 
(cheeia)—as sure.as stern,aa swift as that 
which has at any time heretofore been 
meted out to those in like case offending. 
I believe that in Quebec and elsewhere, 
in and outside of Parliament, there has 
been a growing feeling of uneasiness at 
the Tory policy ; that it is being recog
nized more and more as a dreadful fai
lure ; that its features of taxation, re
striction, extravagance, corruption, job
bery, neglect, mismangement and cen 
tralizatiou have made for it many rppo- 
nenis ; that the Governmen t is sinking 
in public estimation ; that the people 
are beginning to perceive the wisdom of 
our counsels, the folly of our opponents; 
that our labors of these years .are at 
length bearing fruit ; that the Govern
ment will be weak this session, and 
weaker still thereafter, and will, if wo 
do our full duty, be defeated at the polls. 
(Prolonged cheers )

As in my electoral contests I have 
made no private canvass, but hive de
pended on mv public utterances, so as 
a political leader my hopes of gaining 
strength for my psrty have rested Solely 
on our public speeches, on the policy 
we have propounded and tVie principles 
we have maintained. I have for some 
time believed that several supporters 
of the Government have been diasatis 
Bed, have felt that they were on the 
questions < f the day and of the imme
diate future more in accord with us than 
with Ministers, and have recognized the 
expediency of a change. They have 
seen that our country, which has great 
and solid natural resources ; wliiph even 
now, thank God, is showing in mine 
quarters signs of recovery from some of 
the evils inflicted on it by its rulers ; 
which is inhabited-"by an intelligent, 
industrious and progressive people; 
affording the main e'ement of real pros] 
peri tv ; which requires only just and’ 
prudent, fair and statesman-like govern
ment to permit its advance on both 
the material and moral planes, runs 
great risk if the present evil counsels are 
to endure.

Party ties, the bonds of friendship, 
long habit and association, the erth scions- 
ness of having borne a part, though re
luctantly, in some things n ><v "Condemn
ed, and o’her considerations of vari -ua 
kinds have long restrained them, and 
tray restrain them still, but 4 do not 
abandon the hope that some may short
ly come out from the ranks to which 
they no longer in heart belong, and co 
operate with us frankly in effecting a 
change in the public counsels. If they 
do not, we will continue to fight the good 
fight with a stout heart—(cheers—aa best 
we can without them. But if they do I

the seed had perished. Bat it may here 
been dormant only. It may hkve ger
minated now. boon may it ripen— 
(oheers)—end the fields grow whit* to 
the harvest.

If I could raise mj feeble voie* 
beyond t Kff limita of this hell, and any a 
word in the ear ef my countrymen 
through Canada at large, I would ex
hort them to come forward. Come for
ward you who can cultivate end water, 
who can help to mature and gather in 
that harveat.! Do your duty to year 
country 1 Take up the responsibilities, 
as you enjoy the privileges of eitiseu- 
•hip. Give your'time, your energies, 
your labour to the work ! Though the 
skies be dark, yet trust we in the Su
preme goodness ! We believe oar cause 
is jusi and true ; we believe that truth 
and jukticè ahall in God'a good time pre
vail. It may be aoon, it may be late, 
Ilia way» are not our ways, and Hie un
fathomable purpose we may not gauge. 
But this we know, that in oar efforts we 
are iu the line of duty. (Cheers.) We 
hope, indeed, to make our can*» prevail, 
but, win or lose today, we know that we 
shall receive for the faithful diteharve of 
duty an exceeding great reward—the 
only reward which ia cure to list

NrSregef’s Speedy Cere.
It is popularly admitted everywhere 

that McGregors Speedy Cur# is the 
safest, most reliable and by far the 
cheapest remedy for Conatipetion, Liver 
Complaint, Indigestion, Impure Blood, 
Lose of Appetite, and all similar trou
bles. It ia nut necessary to take a great 
quantity before any result ia produced.
A few doses will convince you of its 
merits. Trial bottle given free at Geo. 
Hbyuas’drug store. lux

Merton Township.
Mr. A. McDougall, of the 8th con., i* 

very ill, but will be all right again in a 
few days

Goon Colts.— A few day» since Mr. 
Chaa. Baker, of this township, sold a 
er an of young col ta, (got by Harry 
Hibtia’ splendid stallion) to Ha brother 
Richard, for the aura ef $320. The 
price indicates that they were good 
colls.

A Sad Mreakdewa.
It is a common thing now a-daya to 

hear one complain of feeling all broken 
up with a faint, weary, reetleee languor, 
with strength and appetite nearly gone, 
and no well-defined cause. This is gen
eral debility, which Burdock Blood Bit
ter» promptly relieves, aud most invari
ably cures. 2.

East Wawaaosa.
BriLDtNo Note*.—Mr. Geo. Howitt, 

of the 6th con , will build a brick house 
next summer ; he has given the contract 
to Mr. J. Young, of Manchester. Mr, 
Joseph Jackson, of the 4th con., pur
poses erecting a brick dwelling hooee 
during the coming summer ; Howard A 
Magill have the contract. Mr. J. 
Suckhouse intends putting up a atone 
house as soon as the work can be gone 
on with in the spring. Mr. John Kills 
has let the contract for raising his barn, 
to Mr. F. Bone, of Auburn.

Hearcklai fee rnsl.
There is no trouble in ascertaining 

from any druggist the true virtues of 
Hagyard’s Yellow Oil, for all painful and 
inflammatory troubles, rheumatism, neu
ralgia, lumbago, frost bites, burns, 
bruii.es, sprains, contracted corda, stiff 
joints, aches, pains and soreness. 2.

Hullett.
Eaki.v Lamb.*—Chas. A. Howaon, of” 

the 12th con -f Hullett. can hoaat of 
the earliest lamb of the season, he hav
ing two dropped on the 29th. "They are
good ones, too.

Lieeral Meeting.--A meeting of the 
Liberals of this township was held in the 
Temperance Hall, Londesboro, on the 
1st inst. The township was well repre
sented, and a thorough plan of organiza
tion dei-ided upon, parties from differ
ent sections being chosen to perfect the 
work, hen the time for action comes 
“good and true men” will be found 
rtady to take their places in promoting 
the true interests of Dominion progress.

John Little has traded hit Canadian 
bred entire horse to Robert Martin, of 
the London road, below Clinton, for am 
imported one, a very fine animal—light 
Lav, with four white feet and fact, 
weighing between 1,900 and 2,000 I he.” 
He is a Scotch horse, ’’Princeof Wale»,’’ 
and should be a gondanimal, aa he coats 
Mr. Little over $1,600

Ns Blsitrrbsi.
There is no blundering in the dard_

ill the action of Burdock Blmaf Bitters 
opon the eyatem. It ia no scattering 
shotigun prescription, no cure all ; but it 
ai-ta directly upon the four cardinal 
pointe of health : the stomach, the liver, 
the bowels, and the blood, and works 
ita cures in a natural manner through 
nature’s channels. 2

, Kings bridge.
The following are the names <.f the 

six best in each plus» at 8. & No. 2, 
Asl,field, for January. The names are 
in the order of merit :—5th class, James 
Dalton, Bridget J Dal con, John Nobb, 
Lizzie Husaey, Bridget M. Dalton ; 8r. 
4th, Annie C. Dalton, Celia Connor, 
Martha O’Neill, Maurice M. Dalton, 
Kate PrindeVille, Thus Sullivan ; Jr. 
4th, John Keefe, Joe. Dalton, John J. 
Dean, Miry Hussey, John. Sullivan, 
Tims. O’Neill ; , 3rd, Lizzie Dalton, 
Michael Dalton Mary D Sullivan, Agnes 
O Neill, Thus Sullivan, John O’Connor.

ation and assistance so obtained.
Long hive - we hoped for a harvest 

from the seeds we have been sowing ! 
(Cheers. The harvest bus been slow of
coining <-.metlmes it hat seemed as if

Richard fuller. Church street, Toron
to, on the recommendation ot the City 
Treasurer, who had experienced the 
henotit of Giles' Liniment aqd Pilla in 
beingcured of Rheumatism, procured a 
supply. He suffered from -Rheumatic 
Gout, commenced with Bareness of tho 
muscles of tm knee-joint, afterwards 

and swelling .»uf .the„ , ,, , - pain and awelling-mf .the instep andam .ure you witl gladly welcome co opaf- rankle., a.d lame,.,» of the muscles of
the aigli^ foot. Was nnable to walk. 
Kidnei* were a ko affected. Doctor 
Giles’ Liniment Iodide Ammonia gave 
immediate relief. Sold by F. Jordan,
G .deii h.


