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THE INDIAN’S DEATH-SONG.
Bee on bin mm—nn if of jtcre,

All liio-liko, rill he hen I 
With (hot some eopect which he won 

When light to him woo deer.
Bet where the right bond's strength!—the hrenth 

■ Thm bremh’d so etemlp, where I 
Whet time the pipe its loot/ wremh 

Bent cheerlp threegih the sir !
And where the hewk-like ejre, nine 1 

Thnt went the deer pursue,
Along the wntree of rippling grace,

» Or fields thnt shoes with dew I f %
Are thee* the limber, boaeding frete 

Thnt swept the winter ehewe !
. Whet eutelieet eteg ee feet end fleet I 

Their ipeed outetript the ree'e ! \
These erme thnt thee the etutdp how 

Could supple from its pride,
Hew stork end helpless bug they new 

Adowe the stiffen'd side ! " ' '
Eel wool to him thus pois’d ewny.

Where enow cu fell no more.
To fields where dwells eteoel Mey,

And toil iteelf is o’er!
Where birds era blithe so eeery brake—

Where forests teem with deer—
Where glide the fish through eeery like—

One eheee from yeer to yenr !
With spirits now he frosts shoes ;

He leeeee whet glory goto—
The desthleee deeds for braise ud lose.

The deed cloy for the grues !
while high the Dèmh-eeng weils for thee, < 

Thy null shell we forget!
All in thy graee shell buried be 

Which pleeeed—they plreee thee yet I 
We ley the une beneeth hie heed 

He swung, when strength wee strong—
The beer on which his bosquets led—

The wey from enrth is long !
And here, new-iherpen’d, pines the knife 

Thnt eeoer*d from the eUy,
From which the eie bed spoll’d the life.

The conquer’d sculp ewsy Ï 
The peinte thm deck’t the Deed, bestow—

Tee, piece them in hie hud—
Thm red the Kingly Sheds mey glow 

Amidst the Spirit Lend !

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 

ni w. ILL11T cnnitnina, o. P.

We begin with obeerring, thnt It in nn 
set of juetice to Boneperle, to remember, 
thnt he grew up under dieutroue influences, 
in n troubled dey, when men's roinde were 
eoneuleed, old institutions overthrown, old 
opinions eheken, old restreinte snipped so
under ; when the uuthority of religion, wee 
spurned, end youth ebendoned to unwonted 
license; when the imnginntion wu made 
feverish by visions of indistinct good, and 
the pueione swelled by the sympathy of 
millions to e resistless torrent. A more 
dangerous school for the character cannot 
well be conceived. That all-eeeing Being, 
who knows the trials of hie creatures and 
the secrete of the honrt, can clone judge to 
what degree crimes are extenuated by cir
cuit» taoeee so inauspicious. This we moot 
remember, in reviewing the history of men 
who were exposed to trials unknown to 
ourselves. But because the turpitude of an 
evil agent is diminished by infelicities of 
education or condition, we must not there
fore confound the immutable distinctions of 
right and wrong, nnd withhold our repro
bation from atrocities which have spread 
misery and slavery for and wide.

It is also due to Napoleon to observe, 
that there baa always existed, and still exists, 
a mournful ebtuseneee of moral fooling in 
regard to the crimes of military and political 
life. The wrong-doing of public men on a 
large scale, has never drawn upon them 
that sincere, hesrty abhorrence which visits 
private vice. Nations have seemed to court 
aggression and bondage, by their stupid, 
Issaee admiration of successful tyraats.— 
The wrosgsi from which men have suffered 
moat, in body and mind, are yet unpunished. 
True ; Christianity has put into our lips 
censures on the aspiring aad the usurping. 
But these reproaches are as yst little more 
than sounds, and unmeaning commonplaces. 
They are reseated for form's sake. When 
we read or hear them, we foci that they 
want depth and strength. They are not 
inward, solemn, burning convictions, break
ing from tbs'indignant soul with a tone of 
reality, before which guilt would ;cower.— 
The true moral feeing in regard to the crimes 
of public men is almost to be created.— 
We believe* than, that such a character as 
Boaapartefs, Is formed with very little con
sciousness of its tunStode ; and society, 
which eon tribu tee so much to its growth, 
Is responsible far its existence, and merijs 
in part the misery which it spreads.

Of the early iulueoces under which Bona
parte was formed, we know little. He was 
educated in a military school, and this, we 
apprehend, is not an Institution to form 
meek delicacy, or independence of moral 
footing ) for'the young soldier is taught, ee 
hie first duty, to obey hie superior without 
eoasuilisf hie conscience ; to lake human

life at another’s biddisg ; to perform that 
deed, which above all others requires de
liberate conviction, without a moment’s 
inquiry as to its justice ; and to place him
self a passive instrument in hands, which, 
as all history teaches, often reek with blood 
causelessly shed.

Hie first political association was with 
the Jacobins, the moot sanguinary of all 
the factions which raged in France, and 
whose sway is emphatically called “ the 
reign of terror.” The service which secur
ed his command In' Italy, Was thé turning of 
his artillery on the people, who, however 
dangerous when acting an a mob, happened 
ia the present case to understand their 
rights, and were directing their violence 
against manifest usurpation.

Hie first campaign was in Italy, and we 
have still a vivid recollection of the almost 
rapturous admiration, with which we follow
ed hie first triumphs ; for then we were 
simple enough to regard him as the chosen 
guardian of liberty. Hie peculiar tactics 
were not then understood ; the secret of bis 
success bad not reached us ; and bis rapid 
victories stimulated the imagination to in
vest him with the mysterious power of a 
hero of romance. VVe confern that we 
cannot now read I ho history of hie Italian 
wars without a quickened movement in the 
veins. The rapidity of hie conceptions; 
the ioexhaustiblcoees of hie Invention ; the 
energy of his will ; the decision which 
suffered not a moment’s pause between the 
purpose and its execution ; the presence of 
mind, which, amidst sudden reverses and on 
the brink of ruin, devised tho means of 
safely and success : these commanding at
tributes, added to a courage which, how
ever suspected afterwards, never faltered 
then, compel us to bestow, what indeed we 
have no desire to withhold, the admiration 
Which is due to superior power.

Let net the frieude of peace be offended. 
We have said, and we repeat it, that we 
have no desire to withhold our admiration 
from the energies which war often awakens. 
Great powers, even in their perverrion, at
test a glorious nature, and we may feel their 
grandeur, whilst we condemn, with our 
whole strength of moral feeling, the evil 
passions by which they are depraved.— 
Wears willing to grant, that war, abhor it 
as we may, often devclopee end places in 
ytrong light, a force of intellect and purpoee, 
which raises our conception of the human 
soul. There is perhaps no moment in life, 
in which tbé poind is brought into such in
tense action, in which the will is so stren
uous, and in which irrepressible excitement 
is so tempered ailh eelf-peeeeesion, ae in 
the hour of battle. Suit greatness of the 
warrior is poor and low compared with the 
megeanimity of virtue. It vanishes before 
the greatness of principle. The martyr to 
humanity, to freedom, or religion ; the un
shrinking adherent of despised and deserted 
truth, who, alone, unsupporled, and scorned, 
with no crowd to infuse into him courage, 
no variety of objects to draw his thoughts 
from himself, no opportunity of effort or 
resistance to rouse and nourish energy, a till 
yields Ifimseli'calmly, resolutely, with in
vincible philanthropy, to bear prolonged and 
exquisite suffering, which one retracting 
word might remove—ouch a man is as supe
rior to lbs warrior, as the tranquil and 
boundless heavens above us, to the low 
earth we tread beneath our feet.

We have spoken of the energies of mind 
called forth by war. If we ihay be allowed 
a short digression, which however bears 
directly on our main subject—the merits of 
Napoleon—we would observe, that military 
talent, even of the highest order, is far from 
holding the first piece among intellectual 
endowments. It is one of the lower forms 
of genius ; for it is not conversant with the 
highest and richest objects of thought.— 
We grant that a mind, which takes in a 
wide country at a glance, and understands, 
almost by intuition, the positions it affords 
for a successful campaign, is a comprehensive 
and vigorous one. The general who dis
poses nia farces so as to counteract a great
er force ; who supplies by skill, science’ 
and invention, the want of numbers ; who 
dives into the counsels of his enemy, and 
who gives unity, energy, and success to a 
vast variety of operations, in the midst of 
casualties and obstructions which no wis
dom could foresee, manifests greet power. 
But still the chief work of a general is to 
apply physical obstructions ; to avail him
self of physical aide and advantages ; to act 
on matter ; to overcome rivers, ramparts, 
mountains, and human muscles : end those 
are not the highest objecte of mind, nor do 
they demand intelligence of the highest 
order ; and accordingly, nothing ia more 
common than to find men eminent in this 
department who are wanting in the noblest 
energies of the soul, in habita of profound 
aad liberal thinking, in imagination and 
taste, in the capacity of enjoying works of 
genius, and in large and original views of 
human nature and society. The office of a 
great general does not differ widely from 
that of a great mechanician, whose business 
it ia to frame new combinations of physical 
forces, to adapt them te new circumstances, 
and to remove new obstructions. Accord
ingly, grant generals, away from the camp, 
are often no greater men than the mech
anician taken from hie workshop. In con
versation they are often dull. Deep and 
refined reasonings they cannot comprehend. 
We know that there are splendid exceptions. 
Such was Cesar, at once the greatest soldier 
aad the as oat sagacious statesman of hie age, 
whilst, in eloquence and literature, he left 
behind hiss almost all who had devoted them
selves exelueively to these pursuits. But 
such cases are rare. The conqueror of 
Napoleon, the hero of Waterloo, possesses 
undoubtedly great military talents ; but we 
do not understand, that his most partial 
admirers claim for him a place in the highest 
elans of mind. We will not go down for 
illastrntion to such men ee Nelson, a man 
(tent M the dock, but debased by gross

vices, and who never pretended to enlarge
ment of intellect. To institute a com- 
parison io poinl of talent and genius bet
ween such men and Milton, Bacon, and 
Sbakepeare, is almost an insult on these 
illuetraioue names. Who can think of these 
truly great intelligences ; of the range of 
their minds through heaven and earth ; ol 
their deep intuition into the soul ; of tbeii 
new and glowing combinations of thought ; 
of the energy with which they grasped 
and subjected to their main purpose, the 
infinite materials of illustration which na
turel and life afford—who can think of the 
forms of transcendent beaut? and grandeur 
which they created, or which wera rather 
emanations of their own minds ; of the 
calm wisdom and ferrid imagination which 
they conjoined ; of the voice of power, in 
which, “ though dead, they still speak,” and 
awaken intellect, sensibility, and genius, in 
both hemispheres-—who can think of each 
men, and not feel ihe immense inferiority 
of the most gifted warrior, whose elements 
of thought are physical forces and physical 
obsL-ut is, and whose employment is the 
combination of the lowest/class of objects 
90 which a powerful mind can be employed.

BOROUGHMONGERING.

FROM " THE MEMBER.”—BT JOBI SALT.

CHAPTER IV.

When Mr. Probe had departed, I had a 
rumination with myself on what bad passed, 
and I could not bu} think of hia expression, 
“ray client.” It was very clear to me that 
Mr. Curry waa the gentleman himself, and 
therefore I resolved to be on my guard to
wards him, and to take care not to let him 
know my suspicion : I also thought, it was 
very probable, if he were the client spoken 
of, that he would let his man of business 
know that I was the true Simon Pure ; all 
which put me on my mettle ; and thus it 
happened, that when he called in the morn
ing, I was prepared ; indeed, his calling 
was to me as a proof from Holy Writ that 
he was tho man himself, for he had no par
ticular occasion to call, nor were we on a 
footing "of such intimacy as to make the 
civilly at all necessary.

But Mr. Curry was a pawkle man, aad 
had a reason ready ; for he said,

“ I just met in the street, as I, was coming 
along, with Mr. Probe, and told me that he 
bad been with you last night.”

“He was,” replied I, “and seems to be a 
civil and purpose-like character; bull doubt", 
Mr. Curry, if his client and my friend, you 
understand, will be able to close.”

“ Indeed ! why so T
“ Because he expects a greater price than 

I have made up my nund to give.”
“ Oh, there may be some modification.— 

He told me that you had offered only a 
thousand pounds per session : now, Mr. 
Jobbry, that is rather too little ; but you 
will hear from him what hie client says.”

I saw by this that there was a desire on 
the part of Mr. Curry to let me have the 
seat for what he called a ftfir price ; but 
having some knowledge of his repute as a 
in an of business, I said briskly, “ 1 believe, 
Mr. Carry, after all that this ia a very 
foolish notion of mine. What have I to do 
with Parliament ? it’s just an idle longing 
—the green sickness of idleness. Really, 
my conversation with Mr. Probe baa chang
ed my mind io a material degree. What 
am I to get for a thousand pounds, but two 
or three franks for letters, and ho under an 
obligation to hear as much nonsense talked 
across a drinklesa table, in the small hours 
of the night, as ever honest man heard over 
a jolly bowl ? Besides, Mr, Curry, if I am 
to pay money, I have got an inkling that à 
much better bargain may be had else
where.”

I saw that Mr. Curry was inoculated with 
the apprehensions when I said this, for he 
looked bamboozled ; so I followed up toe 
blow with another masterly stroke, adding : 
“ Indeed, Mr. Curry,1 it would be very fool
ish extravagance for me to give any such 
sum as a thousand pounds per session for 
the vain bauble of a scat ; and when ye con
sider that a whole Parliament can be got, 
as yo said yourself, for about five thousand 
pounds divide that by seven sessions, and 
ye’ll then come nearer what the mark daould 
be.”

“ There may be some truth in that Mr. 
Jobbry,” was the reply ; “but I understood 
from Mr. Probe that you had offered a thou
sand pounds.”

“Oh ! that waa in words of course.”
“In parliamentary affairs,” said he, very 

seriously, “ the strictest honour ia to be 
observed1”

“ No doubt ; but an agent, you know, 
cannot pledge jiimsclf for his principal,—all 
is subject to approbation.”

“ Yes ; but, Mr. Jobbry, you are youraclf 
the principal.”

“ In a sense, I’ll never deny that to you ; 
but Mr. Probe only knows me as the friend 
of a gentleman who has a turn for public 
speaking, which I have not, and who may 
turn a penny out of hie talent : in short, Mr. 
Curry, something between five hundred and 
seven hundred ia more like a rational price, 
—I’ll give no more.”

“ But you have made an offer, sir.”' .
“ O ! that waa in a preliminary way.”
“ Mr. Probe, however, may insist upon 

thé offer being fulfilled.” »
“ You must not apeak that way to me, or 

maybe I may, by petition, accuse him to the 
Honourable House of trafficking in seats, 
and call you by name aa a witness. What 
would either he or hie-client say to that f

I saw that he changed colour, and that 
hia nether lip quivered ; so I said to him,

“Between ourselves, Mr. Curry, I cannot 
•ee the use of •hilly-ahallying about this, | 
I'll only give five hundred guineas per ses
sion, which, you will allow, ie very liberal 
for a man of honour, who has it in hi» pow

er, if not well used, to make bis complaint
to the House.”

“I can only say, Mr. Jobbry, that from 
all I know of the subject, Mr. Probo’s client 
will never accept your offer.”

“ Very well, that’? in hie option ; but 1 
have an option likewise.”

“What is that r
“ Didn’t I hint about petitioning
“ Mr. Jobbry, such a proceeding would be 

most unparliamentary .”
“ No, no, my friend,—don’t let ua put bur1 

heads in the grass, like the foolish ostriches, 
and think, because we do so, that our hin
der ends arc not seen : the matter in hand 
is contrary to law, and therefore we roust 
not apply the rules of law to anything so 
nefarious ; howsoever, I’ll so far conform to 
a corrupt practice, that I’ll give the five 
hundred guineas, as I bave said.”

“ YX>u will never get the seat for that.”
“That may be true ; but the Honourable 

House, like a Spartan judge, is desperate in 
punishing a detected delinquent : in short, 
Mr. Curry, if ye have anything to say ancni 
this negotiation, ye’ll advise a compliance 
with my proposition.”

I could discern that Mr. Curry was in a 
frying condition : but he was a man of ex
perience, and it waa not in my power to 
draw out of him that he waa at all art or 
part in the business ; so not to waste time 
with more talk, I passed into the news of 
the day, and Mr. Curry presently took his 
leave ; while I very much wondered at my 
own instinct in acquiring the art of parlia- 
menting ao readily ; ami I had soon good 
cause, as I shall presently shew, for the ad
dress with which I was on that occasion 
gifted.

48MDE OF ALPNACH.

mgst the forests which flank many 
of tho lofty mountains of Switzerland, some 
of the finest timber ie found in positions al
most inaccessible. The expense of roads, 
even if it were possible to make them in 
such situations, would prevent the inhabi 
tante from deriving any advantages from 
these almost inexhaustible supplies. Placed 
by Nature at a considerable elevation above 
the spot at which they can be made use of, 
they are precisely in fit circumstances for 
tho application of machinery to their re
moval ; and the inhabitants avail them
selves of the force of gravity to relieve 
them from some portion of this labour.-— 
The inclined ÿtanee which they have cstab- 
d < W. m various fittest#, by which the tim
ber has been sent down to the water-cour
ses, have excited Ihe admiratiog of every 
traveller ; and in' addition to the merit of 
simplicity, the construction of these slides 
requires scarcely anything beyond the raa- 
te.-iarwhich grows upon the spot.

Of all tlic^e specimens of carpentry, the 
Slide of Alpnack was the most considéra 
blc, from its great length, and froiq the al 
most inaccessible position from which it 
descended. The following account of it is 
taken from Gilbert’s Annalcn, 1819, which 
is translated in the second volume of Brew 
ster’s Journal :—

“ For many centurice^he rugged flanks 
and the deep gorges of mount Pilatue were 
covered with impenetrable forests : which 
were permitted to grow and to perish, with
out being of the leaet utility to man, till a 
foreigner, who had been conducted into 
their wild recesses in the pursuit of the 
chamois, directed the attention of several 
Swiss gentlemen to the extent and supe
riority of the timber. The most skilful 
individuals, however, considered it quite im
practicable to avail themselves of such in 
accessible stores. It was not till the end 
of 1816, that M. Rupp, and three Swiss 
gentlemen, entertaining more sanguine 
hopes, purchased a certain extent of the 
forests, and began the construction of the 
slide, which was completed in the spring 
of 1818.

“ The Slide of Alpnach is formed entire
ly of about 26,000 large pine trees, deprived 
of their bark, and united together in a very 
ingenious manner, without the aid of iron, 
It occupied about 160 workmen during 
eighteen months, and cost nearly 100,000 
francs, or £4,250. It is about three leagues, 
or 44,000 E. glish feet long, and terminates 
in tho Lake of Lucerne. It has the form < f 
a trough, about six feet broad, and from 
three to six feet deep. Its bottom is formed 
of three trees, the middle one of which has 
a groove cut in the direction of its length, 
for receiving small rills of water, which are 
conducted into it from various places, for 
the purpose of diminishing the friction.— 
The whole of tho slide is sustained by about 
2,000 supports ; and in many places it is 
attached, in a very ingenious manner, to tho 
rusged precipices of granite.

“ The direction of the elide is sometimes 
straight, and sometimes zig-zag, with an 
inclination of from 10 to 18 degrees. It is 
often carried along tho sides of hills and the 
flanks of precipitous rocks, and sometimes 
passes over their summits. Occasionally 
it goes under ground, and at other time* it 
is conducted over the deep gorges by scaf
foldings 120 feet in height.

“The boldness which characterizes this 
work, the sagacity and fckill displayed in all 
its arrangements, have excited the wonder 
of every person who has seen it. Before 
any step could be taken in its erection, il 
was necessary to cut several thousand trees 
to obtain a passage through tho impenetra
ble thickets. All these difficulties, how
ever, were surmounted, and the engineer 
had at last the satisfaction of seeing the 
trees descend from the mountain with the 
rapidity of lighting. Tho larger pines, 
which wore about a hundred feet long, and 
ten inches thick at their smaller extremity 
ran through the space of three leagues, or 
nearly nine miles, in two minutes and a half, 
and during their descent, they appeared to 
be only a few fast in length. The arrange 

~ * of the operation were

extremely simple. Fçom the lower end o
the elide to the upper end, where the trees 
were introduced, workmen were posted ut 
regular distances, and as soon as every 
thing was toady, the workman at the lower 
end of the slide cried out to the one above 
him, “ Lâchez" ( Let go). The cry was re
peated from one to. another, and reached the 
top of the slide in three minutes. The 
workmen at the top of the slide then cried 
-out to the one beh.w him, “Il rient" (It 
comes), and the tree was instantly launch
ed down tho elide, preceded by the cry 
which was repeated from post to post. As 
soon as the tree bad reached the bottom, 
and plunged into the lake the cry of Lâchez 
was repealed aa before, and a new tree was 
launched in a similar manner. By these 
means a tree descended every five or six 
minute#, provided no accident happened to 
ihe slide, which sometimes look place, but 
which was instantly repaired when it did.

“ In order to shew the enormous force 
which the trees acquired from the great 
velocity of their descent, M. Rupp made 
arrangements for earning some of. the 
trees to spring from the slide. They pene
trated by their thickest extremities no less 
than from eighteen to twenty-four feet into 
tho earth ; and olio of the trees having by 
accident struck against another, it instantly 
cleft it through its whole length, as if it had 
been struck by lightning.

“ After the trees had descended the slide, 
they were collected into rafts upon the lake, 
and conducted to Lucerne. From thence 
they descended the Reuss, then the Aar to 
near Brugg, attorwerds to Waldshnt by the 
Rhine, then to Basle, and even to the sea 
when it was necessary.

“It is to be regretted that this magnifi
cent structure no longer exists, and that 
scarcely a trace of it is to be seen upon the 
flanks of Mount Pilatus. Political circum
stances having taken away the principal 
source of demand for the timber, and no 
other market having been found, the opera
tion of cutting and transporting the trees 
necessarily ceased.”*

Professor Playlàir, who visited this singu 
lar work, states, that six minutes was the 
usual time occupied in the descent of a tree; 
but that in wet weather, it reached the lake 
in three minutes.

* The mines of Bolsnos in Mexico are sup 
plied with timber from the adjacent mountains by 
a slide similar to that of Alpnach. It was con
structed by M. F lores i, a gentleman well ac 
quaiuted with Switzerland.

menu for tbie p»rt «

added every year, we are hence 1 
with an easy and exact method of ascerTI 
ing the age of a tree by counting the num
ber of concentrict circles of which the trunk 
is to iiposed. A tree, therefore, properly 
s| eaking, ie rather a congeries ot a multi
tude of annual plant#, than a perennial in
dividual.

“ The sap in trees always rises as soon 
as the frost is abated, that when the stimu
lus of the warm weather in the early spring 
acte upon the bud, there should be at hand 
a supply of food for its nourishment ; and if 
by any means the sap is prevented from 
ascending at the proper time, the tree in
fall. bly perishes. Of this a remarkable in
stance occurred in London, during the 
spring succeeding the hard winter of tho 
year 1794. The enow end ice collecting 
in the streets so ae to become very incon
venient, they wore cleared, and many cart
loads were placed in the vacant quarters of 
Moorjiclds ; several of these heaps of snow 
and frozen rubbish were piled round some 
of the elm-trees that grow there. At the 
rcturp of spring, those of the trees that 
were not surrounded with the enow ex
panded their leaves as usual, while the 
others, being still girt with a large Iroxt n 
mas#, continued quite bare"; for ihe fact 
was, the absorbents in the lower part of the 
stem, and the earth in which the trees stood, 
were still exposed to a freezing cold. In 
some weeks, however, the snow was thaw
ed, but the greater number of the trees 
were dead, and those few that did produce 
any leaves were very sickly, a- d continued 
in a languishing state all summer, and then 
d»ed.”

REVIVIFICATION OF TREES.

Mr. Arthur Aikin, in his “ Natural Histo
ry of the Year,” narrates the first vital func
tion in trees on the conclusion of winter.— 
This is the ascent of the sap alter the lrost 
is moderated, anil tho earth sufficiently 
thawed. The absorbent vessels computing 
the inner Lark reach to the extremity of the 
fibres of the roots, and thus, through the 
roots, imbibe water, which, mixed there 
with a quantity of saccharine matter, forms 
sap, and is from thenca abundantly distri
buted through the trunk and branches to 
every individual bud. The birch tree in 
spring, on being tapped, yields its sap, which 
is fermented into wine. The palm tree in 
the tropics of the same season yieds its cap 
by this method, which is made into paJin 
wine, and tho sap of the sugar map o in 
North America being boiled, yielus the 
uiaple sugar.

“This great accession of nourishment 
(the sap) causes the bud to swell, to break’ 
llirougii its covering, and to spread into 
blyssums, or lengthen into a shoot bearing 
leaves. This is lixe Jirst process, and, pro
perly speaking, is all that belongs to the 
springing or elongation of trees ; and in 
many plmts, that is, all those which are 
annual or deciduous,«there is no orher pro
cess ; the plant absorbs juices from the 
earth, and in proportion to the quantity ol 
these juices increases in size : it expands 
its blossoms, perfects its fiuit, and when the 
ground is incapable by drought or frost ol 
yielding any more moisture, or when the 
vessels of the plant are not able to draw it 
up, the plant perishes. But in trees, though 
the beginning and end of tho first process 
is exactly similar to what take- place in 
vegetable#, yet there is a second process, 
which at the same time that it adds to their 
bulk, enables them to endure and go-on in
creasing through a jong scries of years.

“The second process begins soon after the 
first, in this way. At the base of the foot 
stalk of each leaf a small bud is gradually- 
formed ; but the absorbent vessels of the 
leaf having exhausted themselves in the for
mation of tho bud, arc unable to bring it 
nearer to maturity : in this state it exactly 
resembles a seed, containing within it the 
ruditfients of vegetation, but destitute ol 
absorbent vessels to nourish and evolve the 
oinbiyo. Being surrounded, however, by 
sap, like a seed in moist earth, it is in a pro
per situation for growing ; the influence ol 
the sun sets in motion the juices of tho bud 
and of the seed, and tho first, operation in 
both of them is to send dow n roots a cer
tain depth into the ground for tho purpose 
of oh'aimtg tho necessary moisture. The 
bud accordingly shoots down its routs 
upon tho inner bark uf the tree, till they 
reach the part covered by tho earth. Win 
tor now r.i riving, the cold and detect ol 
moisture, owing to tho clogged condition o: 
tho absorbent vessels, cause the fruit and 
loaves to fall, so that, except the provision 
of buds with roots, the remainder of the 
tree, like annual plants, is entnuly dead : the 
leave*, the flowers, and fruit aie g"iie, and 
what was tho inner bark, i* no longer or 
ganized, while the roots ol the hod» toMi a 
new inner bark ; and thus the buds with 
their roots contain all that reinnns alive ol 
tho whole tree. It is owing to this annual 
renovation of tho inner bark, that the true 
increases io bulk ; and a new coating being

From the Pilot.
EARL GREY’S DESPATCH.

VVe have now to consider the most im
portant part of Earl Grey’s Despatch, and 
w hich has caused very great dissai«faction 
to our political friends. VVe refer to the 
recommendation on tho subject of pensions 
to public officers generally. It is true that 
in England the right of public servants to 
retiring pensions, has long been recognized 
by act ol Parliament, and British statesmen 
ot all parties seem to bo in favour of it.— 
But it is notorious that in Canada publie 
opinion is decidedly the other way.

If there is any ono subject on which the 
people are more united than another it is 
in being opposed to the principle that the 
servants of the public are entitled to re
tiring pensions as a matter of right. We 
cannot allow ourselves to believe fbat Earl 
Grey desires to force upon the Canadian 
people a system which they entirely disap
prove of especially as he has himself laid 
down the rule that “ the direction of the in
tended policy of the Colony should be en
trusted to thone who enjoy the confidence 
of the Provincial Parliament.” Wo are 
disposed to receive his advice with every re
spect* but we should protest against any 
dictation to the Colony, as to iho course 
to be pursued with respect to the servants 
of the public. VVe might adduce many ar
guments against the system of pensioning, 
but we are so fully aware that puolic opinion 
is decided on the subject, that we do nul 
deem it necessary to enlarge much upon it. 
Why, we ask, should the officers of gov
ernment be placed on a different footing 
from all other classes of the community Î— 
The professional man whether bo be a 
divine, a lawyer, or a physician, the mer
chant, tradesman, or mechanic, must de
pend lor his future support on the savings 
which he may make out, of his present in
come. If he neglect to make such provi
sion he is liable lo be reduced to beggary. 
There ie now every facility for persons 
who desire to secure a a provision lor old 
ago, or lor iheir famihcp, to obtain it by 
means of deferred annuities, life insurance*, 
&t.c. and we see uo good reasoq why Ihe 
officers of government should not be placed 
on precisely tho came footing as other mem
bers of the community. We do not believe 
that in this country tho greater certainly of 
the tenure of office has produced the results 
which Earl Grey seems to expect. The 
servants of the public are not particularly 
distinguished for capacity, and we think on 
the whole inferior to the servants of t. e 
various corporation#, and of private indr ' 
viduals. And this is the natural result of 
the system. If an mdiv du*l obtains actu
ation m a bank or rail road or land compa
ny, or in a merchant’# office, and is fou».I, 
incapable of p« rforming the work assigne! 
to him to tho satisfaction of his principe , 
he is sure to be promptly dismissed, an I 
the idea uf his having claims on his emploj • 
cr would be scouted. B- t on the ulm r 
hand it is contended that u situation under 
government is t > be held during iHe, and,f 
moreover that Rio meumueut u* entitled loX 
a it tiring pension after a,cer>aiu period of { 
service, and the consequence is that every 
government ie embarrassed with a multi
tude of office-seeker*, twee fourths of 
whom perhaps are not qualified fur the 
offices which they seek. It a uian is dis
missed for incapacity, hie case is sure lu be 
taken bold of by a political party, and he is 
represented as a martyr. Tho true system 
would be lo place the public servants ou 
the same footing as all oil er subordinate*!. 
The uncertainly of their tenure ol offiow. 
would induce greater assiduité, and m uor. 
opin on the insult would be lliai me wmk 
would be performed with one-huff «he tsmii- 
oor of hand#.- Lord Grey recugmajs tho 
propriety ul dismissing public ••(Usera lor. 
puli neo* or mi>condu« t, but how m tins* 
question of “ unfilnes»” to be decided ? It. 
will never ho admitted by the individual or 
his friends, and m nine curs out of u n ihe 
dismissal would bo ascribed to politic.»! 
bias. VVe conçut entirely with E»ri Grey 
as “ to the danger and incvi.wnK'i.ve vf 
making the gouui.il tenure of office* is i J 
Colonial *oi vice to depend up n the (Vein


