NOTES AND COMMENTS

One of the many preblems of the hu-
man body wh ch numbcrs ol
persons take a kecn, praclical inleresl,

in vasl

and yet upon which sclence has' been
able 1o throw liltle light, is that comn-
cerning the color of the hair. When
a person docs not Lke the color of his
hair he can dye it, but otherwiso he
i» helpless, When the hair begins 1o
lurn gray there is nothing for the per-
son who does not want a whitened poll
to do but let il go on turning. And
»¢ for (ho bald men, the less said abeut
their troubles the beller,

The olter day a Dritish physician re-
ported a case thal haf ¢ome ander hi
trealmont in wheh the use of hypno-
tism was eurcusly connecled with 8
change in the color of the hair. A
woman patient of his was supjecl to alb-
tacks of menial depression At these
tmes her hair. which was normally
avburn, turncd qu.te black. As she re
ocvered from the depression her hair
graduclly regain:d- its old- lor. When
this phys.ciun look the cuse ke decided

to try hypmotism. Immediate o d re-
sulls were woted in the patienl’s con-
diton. and in a very few days her hair
was nalural again, Here is a new bit
of malterial for the theorists, who may

try to find out whether the transforma-

tions were due direstly to nervous con-
diticn, o nulritin or o some other
Cause,

Thories as to the cause of the color
ol the hair turn mainly on its chemical
constiluents, end smoug these iron has
Pad svecial atlention, Dark hair secms
tc con!ain more iron than blonde and
o1 hair his aebout as much iron as
dark hair: but the negroes wilh their
dark hair have no iron at all in the pig-
men!: so the theorisls are scl guessing
again, with sulphur and silicia and other
oconslituents prominent in  their

The fact that in general dark
hair and rcd show the most iron, taken
togelther with the other fact that iron
s, one black and one red,

has 1wo oxide

temnts invesligalors continually 1o re-
cur to tlie iron -theory. In the mean-
time there is eonly one good piece of
advice to be given people who don'l
like the color of their hair, and that
is to [ I' eb it,

—_— e

Two English novelists, Richard White-
ing and H. G. Wells, have been express-
ing bold,
and a lively controversy has been slir-
red up by their curious advice to the
average of letters. Mr. While-
fng {hinks that there is litlle genuine

reading,

helerodox views on

lover

picasure or profit in the “old books,’

and tclls us to “let them go” wilhout
ceremony or  fear of “superior” criti-
cism from admirers of the classics.
We are of this age and should stick
to the books of the age, in his opinion.

Mr. Wells, in a wilty and pleasant ad-
on the relatton belween journa-

dress
lism and literature, not only made large
and sound claims for modern journa-

Liem of the intelligent, alert, dignified
kind, bul
belween the up-to-date newspapers -and
the up-to-date novel,

wenl on to draw analogies

But here he fell into several fallacies,
end there was still grealer logical lapse
in the conclusion that, hecause the mod-
cern novel was apt to deal with modern
problems and céndilions, with modern
tvpes and characters, it was distinclly
advisable to confine one’s reading to
journalism and modern flction, Mr.
Wells sald * that it posilively alarmed
him to think how effectively the newly-
educated classes of the population were
being persuaded to read the classics.
“What are the city clerk and the self-
evelated workingman going to make «f
Ben. Jonson and the Faerie Queene?
Theywsk for intelleclual bread and are
given a The necessary answer
12 their question whal to read is journa-
¥ism, Mr. Wells conoluded, and in
journalism is to be included the book
¢l the hour, the day or the weck.

fossil.

This is astonishing superficial and un-

sound. In the first place, it is sheer
question begging to say that every clas-
sic is a fossil, because, forsooth, it

does not deal with the conerete prob-
lems that engage our thoughts to-day.
The classics that deal with elemental,
elernal, profound, universal problems
are as- vital to-day as lhey ever were.
Can il be said that the modern reader
is not interested in the questions that
underlie f\'ll-ill\n‘sl)(;:\l‘(!'.\‘ tragedies and
in wonderful studies
human nobilily,
Are not the
because they . are
and charm?

finer comedes, or
of human
and human
classics classics just

perennial

passion,

woeakness?

Gl inlerest

In the second place, is it true that the
average reader is not interested in the
past, in the development of our institu-
tions and morals and manners? Is jt
true that the novels of Scoil, George
Eliot, Dickens and Thackeray are
“ead?  Mus§ wé forego the delight
ol great art because it fails to touch
on the minimum wage, the suflragette
ag.lailon, oll-age persions, child labor

ers in her brow. Little Boy
!wasn't’ thinking. Indeed, it was very
peldoify that one found Little Boy.think-
fng; he preferred DOING., You could
tell that by the whole-hearted zeal with
which he now blew upon his tin trum-
pet.

““Wouldn’t it be lots nicer, Brother, if
ell our playthings would ’'vent games
to 'muse us Instead of our having to
think always of something to play with
them?”

Little Boy trumpet and
considered, “Yes,”” said he, ‘“twould;
but ’stead of thinking of something
that can't come true, let’s go to sup-
per.”

Neither Little Girl nor Little Boy knew
that Anabelle heard; nor did they hear
her quietly whisper:

lowered his

“Can’t come true? We'll see about
that.”
Anabelle, you must know, was the

clever-wifted French doll. ™ rhaps you

may remember how, long ago, she or-
ganized the Dollville Gazette, which

failed upon the death of its editor, the

French dragoon. Sincé that time Ana-
belle vainly tried to find something
notable to accomplish. It was Little

and other we
ad

literary pov

burning questions? Do

not re books for their beauly, their
ver, their deeper significance?

lo
sics is erroneous, for interest in the lit-

art

The advice read nothing but clas-

crature, musie, drama and of- our

own time is enlirely legilimale. Bul
(he opposite error is even graver, for

it would deprive readers of a wealth of
beauly, inspiration and noble pleasure.

; e
Wircless elceire'ty is French clectri-
city and was lLorn-i¥ thewityy ol Lyons.
[t is electrical power (ransmilted wilh-
cul wires. It-may le called an exten-
sion of the wiroless uce of clectrieily.
It
that only one person in: Lyons pcssesses
o knowledge of all the facts on the sub-
He is a prominent broker who
has financed the enterprise. All the
work in perfecting the invention was
carried on at the caslle of a promin-
ent manufacturer of Lyons, and only
tivo persons were allowed to know what
was going on., Some two weeks ago
the first experimenis were made. A
miniature street car was moved aover
o flat space by electricity communicat-
ed from a dislance of several yards.
The invention is being f{ried in Mar-
seilles on a street car line and applied
to several different kinds of machinery.
e

BRIGHTENING MONKEY LIVES.

is still kept a secret and it scems

ject,

Jxpensive Apes Provided With a Small
Boy as Playmate to Keep Them Well.

The Zoological Gardens at Copenhagen
Lbave recently acquired two expensive
apes, and to keep them in good spirits a
small boy has been placed in the cage,
whose sole duty is to play with the apes
and keep them amused. The reason is
explained by a zoological expert.

“It is curious,” he says, “how the
mood of a chimpanzee influences his
health. Keep him cheerful and interested
an¢ his innate disposition to die of con-
sumplion may be checked. Let him get
bered and he will turn his thoughts to
the tomb.”

A curiously human trait this. support-
ing the Darwinian theory that the ape is
nearest cousin to man in the scale of
evolution from the tadpole stage to the
form which we now temporarily adopt.

The problem of inducing the two apes
{o take a more optimistic outlook on life
werercised the minds of the zoologital
authorilies in the Danish capitak for a
lcng time.  They knew very well that
their charges pined for amusement, but
i was mo easy maller. to divine what
vanner of entertainment would appeal
to the simian intellect. Finally a hapny
inspiration induced them to enlist the
services of the aforesaid small boy and
leave the solution of the difficulty to
him.

And there is no doubt that the experi-
ment will be a great success, Only a
toy can see eye to eye with a member of
the monkey f{ribe; only a boy under-
slands thoroughly how best to give ex-
hiritions of that elementary humor of the
knockabout order which will make an
ape clap his paws in applause.

Did ever a parent take a small boy lo
the monkey house or zoo without after-
ward finding that boy cmulating the

“NOTHING LESS THAN A

ITTLE GIRL was thinking. 7You
I could tell that by the tiny puck-

beole

TOY VILLAGE—A REAL DOLL

Gir1 who now furnished her with a sug-
gestion, and a brilliant one at that,

That evening #11 Dollville was sum-
moned to a meeting of ir ortance.
Here it was at last decided to show
common mortals how much less they
knew about games and plays than did
the toys themselves. Yes, the play-
things would teach Little Girl and Little
Boy really how to play.

All night long tH® Teddy Bears and
the tin soldiers and the dolls and the
manikins and even the toy animals
delved amid the heap of toys which lay
heaped in dizorder about the playroom.
How they did work! Anabella seemed
to be everywhere, suggesting here, in-
structing there, until} the disorder be-
came order.

Little Girl and Little Boy lay peace-
fully sleeping, little dreaming of these
great preparations for their surprise on
the morrow.

Were they surpriced? You should
have seen them! It was Little Boy who,
after breakfast, dashed up the stairs
and reached the playroom first. DBang!
went his fist against the door, and in
he plunged. This, you know, was Little
Boy’s crdinary way of entering.

“Sister! Eister! Come quic !”
came. And she,

Sister too, stood

VILLE"

and wondering before the!
astonishing sight. For built upon thej
floor was nothing less than a mag-|
nificent toy village—a real Dollville!}
And handsome dollies were walking
about, and other men dolls were rid-
ing around on horseback, and some|
there were a-motoring; baby dolls were
being wheeled about by thelr nurces; |
in tiny shops one could see tiny work-| [/
men making toys that were tinier,

still—oh, it was all too wonderful for

round-eyed

anything! |
“The playthings are really playing:
for us—just like you wished they
would!” Little Boy managed at last
to gasp. "
Little Girl, still too surprised to

gpeak, nodded her head.

And o the playthings continued to
play, until Little Girl and Little Boy
became Big Girl and Big Boy and the
toys were all worn out with their ef-
forts.

“But, where did this happen?” you
ask.

In Never-never-land, of course—the

country of magic, where no one may
now enter who has not the fairy
password. Perhaps some time an elf
or fairy may whisper it to YOOU, ‘:md
then you'll be as surprised as Little
Girl and Little Boy were.

or any other room or place which offered

pim the necessary facilities? 1f so, thal
oy must have been 1l or a hopeless
cripple.

It is auite certain that in the matler of
monkey tricks the Copenhagen apes will
be unable to teach their human compan-
iop anything, that is if the companion
s lhe average sort of boy. Many people
no doubt will be shocked at the exneri-

rment. - “Poor hoy,” they will say, “how
demoralizing for him !” Resulls  will
probably show that their sympathy

were better bestowed upon the apes.
There is another trait of the chimpan-
7o, which shows how allke he is to the
small boy in cerlain phazes of mental
effort. “The chimpanzee,” to quote again
the zoological expert, “knows he is deli-
and expensive, and that a cough
from him will send a whole zoological
society into an ecstasy of apprehension.
From my own observation 1 know they
maliciously use an imitation cough to
escape punishment and to attract atten-
tion and dainties.”

How boyishly human! What parent
o! a small boy cannot recall occasions
when toothache or some other ache has
suddenly attacked the juvenile offspring
with a pain so excrucialing as to render
all ideas of devolional or educational
duties for the moment impossible? And
how many indulgent mothers have found
an ache of this description cease as sud-
denly as it began when the church or
school bell has stopped ringing.

It is suggested that if this movement
of the Copenhagen authorities for
brightening the lives of despondent apes
12 altended wilh continued satisfactory
results, some such advertisement as the
following may be expected pretty fre-
quently :

\

ok ,
WANTED+-Smart boy as companion to
ycung chimpanzee. Must be active, with
cheerful disposition, To live in airy and
well warmed cage. Apply, ele.

L)

FRANCE TO REMOVE CONVICTS
Those in New Caledonia Will be Sent
to Islands in Pacific.

Infermation has reached Sydney,
Australia, fram Noumea that the French
Government has at last decided to be-
gin the work of reparialing cerfain
classes of convicls in New Caledonia.
This news has given great salisfaction
to all Australians.

Women who are sent to the islands
in the Pacific for petly crimes are to
br permitted to return to their homes,
and evenlually further repariation is
to proceed.

It has always been a sore point with
Australians that their compelitors in
the colonizatlion of the French and Brit-
ish groups of Pacific islands should
perpetuate that “birth stain” which
they have long ago relegated to school
Listories and slories of the “bad old
donvict days.” New Caledonia’s proxi-
mity to the New Hebrides and the com-
parative ease with which escaped des-
peradoes from Noumea can setlle in
these lazy Pacific beauty spots, and
taint tho reputation of white men, has
added a touch of bilterness to the gen-
erallon of old grievance of the common-
wealth against France.

From the days of 1871 New Cale-
donla has been the dumping-ground
of France's eriminals, If there be a
genuine turn of the tide of criminal
emigration. it will do more than anv-
thing else to cement French and Bl

simian gymnastics in the drawing room

tish relations in that part of the world.

CURE FOR RIIEUMATISM. .

Remained Two Hours in a Decompos-
ing Mass of Whale's Blubber.

A remarkable story comes from Au-}-

slralia. There is a place in that coun-
try called Twofold Bay, which is a
whaling slation and also.a secaside re-
scrt. A man who had dined nof wisely
but too well, and had partaken of the
cup which checers and inebriates, was
walking with a couple of f[riends on
{he shore. This man was slaying at
an hotel at Eden, a town on Twofold
Bay, in order to take their cure for se-
vere rheumatism. But while he was out
ke found a cure of his own, immensgly
more eflicacious than mustard packs
and massage, for the. lhree f{riends
espied a dead whale which had been
cut open. The rheumalic gentleman
made a bee-line for it, and in a few
minutes plunged right into the mass of
decomposing blubber.

Appalled at the sighf, his friends en-
deavored lo rescue him, but were driv-
en off by the heat and smell, and even-
tually had) to leave their companion
to his own devices. For two hours he
remained where he was, and then came
out perfectly sober, the rheumatism
from which he had been a chronic suf-
ferer enlirely gone! The hotel at Eden
Is now full of rheumalic palients wait-
ing for whales. As soon as one s
taken the palients are rowed out to it,

row grave in the blubber, and in this
ccuch the patients lie for two hougs.

Violent cures are not by any means
unknown, although somre of them might
be considered worse than the discase.
A deaf and dumb man was wandering
through the fair which was held annu-
ally in the market-place of his native
town, and, being inlerested in boxing
and a bit of a bruiser himself, he turned
into a boxing-booth. When the two
professionals had given their exhibition
any spectator was invited to step info
the ring and put on the gloves. The
cdeaf and dumb man, nol by any means
for the first time in his life, accepted
the invilation, and greatly surprised
the professionals by his prowess and
skill. Perhaps it was this which caused
the professional boxer to give him an
exceplionally punishing blow under the
jaw, which not only knocked him out,
hut rendered him insensible, for his
head came into violent contact with
the floor. Judge of the spectators’ sur-
prise when the deal and dumb man
sat up presently, and said, “Where am’
1?7 Ever alterwards he was able to
both hear and to speak.

Some time ago a fire broke out in a
large English lunatic asylum in the
middle of the night. The inmates were
roused from their sleep, and though
nc lives were lost many of them were
saved by “the skin of their {eeth.” One
would have thought that such a fright
was suflicient to turn sane people mad.
But it had the opposite effect in this
case, for no fewer than four of the in-
mates who had had exlremely narrow
escapes had their reason restored in
consequence of their fright, and they
were able 0 be discharged from the
asylum,

A
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LEAP YEAR.,
The girl proposed.
Her luck wds sad.
The chap referred
Her to his dad.

the whalers dig for each a sort of nar- |

MYOITKY

BYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS INSTALMENT,

Judith was shipwrecked and cast up upon
the coast when a baby, and was adopted by

platform.
tion in the bottom of their boat, Mar«
jory pushed a button on the surface of

i

gliding back a glass parti-

in the swimming-pond.

As Joe Grant was the best swimmer,
all naturally supposed he would carry
off the prize without difficuity. When
Jimmy Brown entered his name as a
contestant Joe laughed scornfully, be-
cause Jimmy couldn’'t do more than pad-
dle ‘‘doggle.”’

Seven boys lined up on the edge of the
pond, the duck was let loose, and upon
gignal, in plunged the boys after it, Joe
was quickly in the lead, and the fowl
was almost within his reach.

Then Jimmy Brown, who had calmly

into Jimmy's arms. Jimmy had won the 1
prize! A
But when he reached the bank, he
laughingly confesgsed to the "‘judge’ that
he had trained the duck to come to him
whenever he whistled, in order to be
fed. You see, the duck had been pur-

chased from Jimamy’'s father.
And as Jimmy merely wished to play
a joke upon Jce, to punish him for his

bragging, he insisted upon giving ths
duck to. Jee, who would syrely have been
its winner. But Joe refused to take-it,
saylng 'that Jimmy had rightfully won
the duck because of hig cleverness,

QUEEN A LOVER OF CATS.

Other English Ladies Also Have Exten-
sive Feline Collections.

The love of English women of rank
for cals is the subject of wondering
recognition in an article in a German
newspaper., It is recorded as special-
ly waonderful that Queen Alexandra is
a leader in the fad. According lo the
wriler she is the owner of fifty cals
and has a special corps of servants o
keep them in order.

There is ane special favorite, caled
Sandy because it was born at Sand-
ringham House, In any of the royal
palaces it has the run of the private
apariiments.  When the Queen goes
abroad it is part of her suite, always
in charge of a speeial groom.

The Queen is fond of pholographing
her pets; she has taken them hundreds
of limes, singly and in groups and in
all sorts of allitudes. She has also
had many of them painted by the ani-
mal . painter Louis Wain., .The health
ol the cats is cared fer by the veter-
inary surgeon of the royal slables and
a room is set apart as a hospital for
the sick ones.

Queen Alexandra is surpassed as a
cal fancier by Lady Beresford, whose
collection is said to comprise 150 speci-
mens of a1l breeds, including the tail:
less Manx cals. Lady Bere¢sford is the
founder of the Cat Club, which since
1690 has held annual exhibitions in
‘London. ‘The grealer number of her

cals inhabit a cotlage specially buill
fcr them at her couniry place.

The cottage can be converted into an
open pavillion in hot weather; in win-
ter it is warmed by an elaborate heat-
ing apparalus. One room is used as
a kitchen, where a woman spends her
days cooking for the cals, while a scul-
lery maid is employed {o wash their
prefly porcclain plates and saucers,

Several servanis are necessary to
keep the place neat and the ‘beds and
lounging cushions in order. There i3
a little dairy near by which provides
milk or the cats. The collection is sald
to be of greal value.

o
FFOUND IT SO.

Biggs—"Ilow quiet and hvf)m(‘lilr\"e is
this place—so still, nobody speaking a
word!’

Jiggs—"Single man, ain’t you?”

HIS SHARE,

“The world owes me a living.”
The lazy person said; |

The cynic cried,, “you have it,
That's why you aren't dead.”

THE RETORT COURTEOUS,
“You had the nerve to marry e for
my money, sir."”
“Well, madam, you certainly have not
the face to suggest thal I married you

for your beauty?”
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;{'n“t!-lxlvmlbl'p 11141(’:1‘[»;:"::;,"\;{r,{;:‘c':~”<l.lf.'mr:i(!'tf:‘rl,m"):: the platform. All at once a metal
their cottage there also llves Tommy's uie gheet flashed across the top of the D]
cle, a sclentist and Inventor. The two,
through accldent, fly away In an airship “‘chimney,’”” thus preventing more wa- Pk
:vi;:ii;ilJ‘L;’ltzi:'l"‘-l.vl'lgl;v;!n].r‘.(fii “)l\'l(n"lyt'l.‘xll‘v(‘-,ml‘:lm}:‘y:*ln:’ ter from entering, while a pipe at the seiatic
at a little cabin built amid the Lranches of bottom carried away what water re- nerve.
n irce above them, when & ifl of'4boul e in the compartment. {n the b tism an
cabin and lowers herself by means of & gpace of a few minutes they werg able o0 ld. I
PUDY, - U8 SONIVGRIE KB FEN A to come forth from their boat, , Ccommon
OMMY was ;lw ;h&'l to speak. “This is what we call our ]'u.\dlng m."
T “1 beg vour pardon,” sald he, stage,” explained Marjory, as they Thore
very politely, *"can you tell me ful than
the name of this isiand?”’ ment ol
“It has no name that I know of,"” re- ing bur
plied the girl. Her voice, though ihe forn
sweet, was stranyely drawling; and old seh
she spoke with an effort, as though ‘thjs {s ¢
unused to conversation, ed is DL
“1 see how you come,” continued ghe, It is
bestowing a nod n the alrship; “and ”y of s
as you don’t sec to have any pro- pOSUI'C
visions with you, 1 am suire my fathier en anac
would be pleased to have )':.l for which
‘-m“\.t:‘, AM:: 'n;nr}'v, by the way, is Mar- needs n
Jory Avingston, .
Tommy and Judith introduced them- scnable
selves m turn, and thanked her for her (}:;Tn?t
courtesy. . ol
Without more ado, Marjory led the (“ead,en
way toward the shore, Shortly they it will |
arrived at a little cove, well protected Asolut
from the waters outside. Here they m,ifditl:&l
found, moofed to a roughly construct- ns' I
ed boat landing, the strang:st little W bl¢
craft Tommy and Judith had ever seen. ve,
It resemhled a torpedo boat, with a Mr. H
little turret on the uppermost side, 1“3 mei
Marjory deftly drew the hoat close few yea
to the landing and touched a little but- from th!
ton at the side of the turret; where- “JUDITH AND TOMMY ENTERED" “The at
upon a lid flew up, disclosing the in- been of
terior of the tiny vessel. Tommy and stepped out upon the platform. ‘“When oords o
Judith entered, upon invitation, and we go out we simply enter the boat and I ¢
found themseclves in ‘a snug little com-  here, press another bution, and the aid of o
partment, at the end of which was water pours in and filis the compart- terrible.
what looked like an eelctric switch- ment again. Quite handy, isn't it?"” mght.
+ board. Tommy and Judith thought that [t such pa
Séating herself before this switch- was. tortured
board, Marjory pulled one lever, then Opening a door at one cnd of the treated
another; immediately the boat glided landing stage, Marjory ushered her ; E not hel
out fiom the cove and began following guests into a leng cerrider, on either an
the shore line of the island. As the side of which were magnificently fure " wi
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bottom of the craft was entirely of nished rooms. In one of these—fitted }nd loc
glass, the two had ample opportunity out as a study—they found Marjory's (the blo
to examine the animal and vegetable father, a gentleman of very learned everyw]
life so beautiful and abundant in these appearance, ;'b‘-mde
tropical seas. He received them very quietly, with= ;’ng the
Suddenly they turned and entcred a out seeming the least astonished. When low chq
cleft between two great walls of rocks, they describéd the flight of the airship, Jers or
which lay at the entrance to an inland however, he began to manifest unusual Ppoxes |
basin of considerable size. interest. Medicin
Marjory steered for the exact center “You say the alrship is still on the
of the basin, until Tommy and Judith island, entirely intact?” he querted.
saw far beneath them what appeared Upon being assured that the alrship Kl
to be an immense house. Then the had not been injured in the slightest
boat began to sink slowly, down and way, he murmured: y -Prepara
down—right into a chimney of this “H'm, I must make a close examina=
strange house bullt under the water. tion of it. Very imwportant. indeed!” i
At last they came to rest on a little 2 { ‘ The |
- ;Klﬂg E
' : - iin reco
A SWIMMING CONTEST " s
% { :Amster
‘detectiv
HE benevolent old gentleman, who waded out into the water until it rose ‘cut at
T was greatly interested in boys and to his chin, gave a plercing whistie. tablishi
their sports, offered a prize to the The duck, eluding Joe and the other “pci
boy who could capture a duck let loose five boys, ' immediately swam straight '
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