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Our eontemporary and neighbor the
News has recently developed a lively
penichant for ‘‘scoops.’’ The aforesaid
penchant was manifested a short time
ago by the publication in our contem-
porary’s local columns of a decision of
Gold Commissioner Senkler, which de-
cision was handed down a year ago,
since which time the claim in dispute
has been worked out and the interested

Sach. ﬁnﬁon uegligence of its obliga-

e

Nenrly three years ago there arrived-in
Dawson one man from near Talladega,
Alabama, and three days later there ar-
rived ' another from neur Baimbridge,
Georgia. They met for the first titme
on -the beach near where the Sisters’
hospital now stands. They talked  to-
gether for & few minutes and learned
that they were each sons of the cotton
belt, and both being by birth ehdowed
with gentleman!y instincts, they walked
arm in arm to a fiearby tent where they
drank to each other’s health and pros-
perity in this far awdy land. They
then and there pledged eternal friend-
ship one to the other and separated.

Fate’s decree was that these two men

parties have | ‘the country. More re-
cently our eontemponry under the some-
what startling head, ‘' The Coutt Was

Duped,*’ published a story which was
dealt with by the Nugget so many weeks
ago that it has had time almost to be-
come -grey. To & man up a tree it
wonld appear asthough our contemporay
had many things yet to Jlearn w!en it
comes to & question of handling a
*gcoop.’! .
The “late Jamented ‘‘ WiJtie'’ Seinple
is taking an extended journey through
the -Hast explaining to everyone he
meets exaetly ‘‘how it happened.”” We
fully anticipated seeing ‘* Willie'’ come
into town with a brand new printing
press under his arm, when the first boat
arrived, but we, as well as others, have
been doomed to disappointment. How-
ever, the erstwhile “‘Gleaner’’ man was
given to doiug “the unexpected and; in
this as well as other occasions, it ap-
pears that he is bound to stick to his
tudltionn.

" The cities of Victoria and Vancouver
are more interested in the trade of Daw-
son and the Yukon territory in general
{than ever before. ' They realize that
| there is a large mlrket here for goods
they have to sell and are going to exert
themselves to help us get the recogni
{tios from the government which we
{ have so long. been seeking. It took a
{long time to wake them up but they
are finally coming to realize the real
status of affaits very accurately.
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It 38 about-time anmother citizens’
‘movement was being inaugurated. It
has been well over a yearand a half

were to dritt apart, One went out on

Pbith it. The other staid around Daw-
gon for several months, then took a lay
at game hunting on the headwaters of
the Klondike; later, he took a lay on
Etdorado, but until four days ago the
two men did not again meet from the
day they had compactly sealed their
friendship in the little tent where
liquid refreshments were sold.

The Stroller chanced' on {Tuesday of
this week to be standing on First ave-
nue when the friends came together,
and when he overheard the following:
““Well, bless my immortal soul, if
liyah aint my ole friend from Gawgy,
that I dune reckoned had —gwine back
mor’'n two year ago, and hyar yo is
lookin’ jist the same as when I met yo
all on ther beach nigh onter three year
ago. Fo' God’s sake,  how is yo, an’
how's all?? ~ |

“Jist tolable, thanks, said the Georg-
jan. ‘1 ain’tl prospered since comin’
heah jist us I had orter; an’ fo' the
last few months I'se done had a misery
in my chest what ain’t heen natural,
and it has done caused a heap ot worri-
mient on my paht. I rather reckon I'se
gwine out in the fall an’ yitT sorter
hates to go back ter the ole woman
‘thought a lutle money, but I reckon
she wont mind. I done had a letter
from her last week, an’ she said as how |
cotton is lookin’ mighty well an’ sweet
tater vines is growin’ a foot a day.
She said as how the ole gray mule wa’t

ago had gonme plumb dead durin’ last ||
winter; but w'at-tickled me must was
what she done said she reckoned she
was a getin mighty tired a startin
kitchen fires an’ not havin’ nobody fer
to cook a breakfast fer, an’ thut she
warn't gwine ter sleep muther winter
‘thout havin’ somebody to warm her
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feet-agin, so I thinks to myself, b’gost
'TI1 mozy back to Gawgy this fall.
But come along and let’s see if we all

since the right of local representation
in the Yukon council was granted and
stifl we are apparently as far away from
lcﬁievlnz that object as ever. Who
will start the ball this time?

The Tug of War.
| Bditor Klondike Nugget.
Deat Sir: As theré appears to be
some enthusiasm taken in the proposed
5 | tug-of-war advertised for the Fourth of
July, and as T understand there are at
least two teams in the city getting ready
for the event, as well as some from the
—{ greeks, I would sppeal to the Austral-
fatis in the Yukon to come forward and
take p:rt. Iam an Australian myself,
and the tug-of-war “in our country used
{to be lookéd upon as the greatest event
of the day, and I have very little doubt
4! should the Australians in this country
et to team for the competition
*T {to be on the Fourth they would
give a very good account of themselvés.
| So far we have lou: good men willing
| to pull “in suéh & team in the city ot
i Dlwm. and if there are any others
who would care to take part, they could
leave their nlmu “with the secretary of
{the m " committee, Mr. Storry, at
his office in lhe ‘Webb building, on
Front street.
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can find a little co’n whisky; think
about four fingers of old moonshine
will do us a heap a good.”’
They went, and the Stroller, with for-
mer recoilections surging beneath his
chest protector, dropped ‘a tear that in
winter would have congealed and im-
peded traffic.

**i
From far off South Africa comes
news which corroboratés the old saying
““The Lord takes care of His own."’
The news to which reference is made
only reached Dawson by the last mail.
It concerns a former resident of this
place, Major Bliss, of the Y. F.F.,
who left here early in January and who
has since done valiant service for his
country ou the sun-parched veldt of
South Africa. -
The story of Major Bliss’ thrilling
escape is as follows: One day in the
very heat of a most hotly contested en-
gagement in which, between the Eng-
lish and Boers, it was h veritable game
of pull Dick, pull- Devil as to which
would hold the field, Major Bliss was
standing along side a pid firing field-
piece, which he waf at the time, in
the absence of u desk or table, using as
a writing desk. He had hastily drawn
his tab book—his lifelong friend which
so ably befriended him while here and
on his trip out over. the and 1ce—
and had just finished tﬁ‘: letters I, O.
U., when, before he could sign his
name, a relentless Boer bullet tore the
faithful lead pencil from between his
fingers and carried it away forever.
0Ol1d Dawsonites will fully understana
the terrihle position in which, de-
prived of his lead pencil, the gallant
major would be in. Had 1t been his
sword or even one of his legs that had
been carried away by the Boer ball, it
would not bave been so bad; but his
tead pencil—it was prubably the closest
calt the son of Mars ever experienced,
tor of ‘what earthly use isa tab bogk
without a lead pencil?
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