e

would nive died nx ne bad lived—ag
mknown saviage beast i1 equatoria)
Africa.

Rut there was that which had raised
him far above his fellows of the {nogle
that little spark which spells the vast
difference between man and brute—
reaxon. This It wux that xaved nim
froni“death beheath the iron muscles
and tediring fangs of Terkoz.

X —_ Searcefy. bad: rhey
CHAPTER VII.
Man’s Reason,

AKREK was oue of the tribe of
Tarzan wbo yuestivned his ag-
thority. and that was ‘l'erkos,

% the son of “Tublat’ but be so
feared the keen knife and the deathly
arrows of bis new flord that he cuntio-
ed the manifestation of his objections
to petty disobediences and 'irritating
mannerisms. Tarzan kpew, bowever, |
that be but waited bis opportunity to
wrest the kingship from bim by some
gudden stroke of treachery and so be
was always on guard dguinst surprise.

For months the life of the lttle band
went on much as it had before, except
that Tarzan's greater intelligence and
his ability as a bunter were the means
of providing for them more bouatifully
|than ever before. Most of them, there-
‘fore, were wore than content with the
change-in rulers. . 5

‘During this period Tarzan pald many
noctirnal’ visits to the village, where
he often renewed his supply of arrows.

The blacks bad not as yet come upon
Parzap’s cabin on the distant bench,
‘but the ape man lived In conktant’
‘dread that, while he was away with
the tribe. they would discover and de-
apoll his treasure. So it cume that be
spent more‘and more time in the vi-
einity of tis father’s last home and
Jess and less with the tribe

Presently the tiembers-of his little
community begen to suffer on acconnt
of his neglect, for dispnten and quar-
relp conwtantly arose which only the
king might settle peaceably.

At last sumne of the older apes spoke

to: Tarzan on the subject, and for a
month thereafter he remained con-
stantly with the tribe.

Tarzan tired of it as be found that
kingship meant the curtaliment of his
liberty. He longed for the little cabin
nnd the sun kissed sea. for the cool In-
terior 0f the well built house and for
‘the pever ending wonders of the many
books.

1 * As he had grown older he found

As bis antagonist came roaring t0-| that he had grown away from bis peo-
5 :ull';: :‘m U;:‘!&:N{;w:;:lof;:" long | ple Thelr interests and his were far'
: . rom the sheath and. with ab an- :
and bad be but known it Tarzan of | gwering challenge un borrid aud biood- | D
| the apes had 1aid the foundation fof | curdiing as that of the beast be faced. | of the many strange and wonderful
}much’ future misery for himself and) rushed swiftly to meet the aftack. He | gregms that passed through the active

¥ wus too shrewd to allow those 0D | prain of their human king.

buiry arms to encifele bim, and just i .
ax their bodies were nbout to crash to- Bl Wlx. WG Tyeean ol MAYe,

; e i 5 3 g > 2 - % k. ) ——,—"- LANE MT& I—QT‘IN'!. m illflb'i':l:“‘t-)? ‘{':Tr
D mmmmn:m‘ B8 Tud Fouud e dn, PRty xS | lehtior mumcios than” bbe own, Tar

“Look.” he‘cried, “upes of Kerchak!|sao of SN Gie pisud - Sl Tuet. opon
See what Tarzan, the killer, has done. the mn-k wf bis vanguished enemy, and
Who else among . you has'ever killed {once again joud throagh the forest
oneé of Sabors people? ~ Tarzan is |08 the flerce. wild cry of the con-
mightiest among you zan is no | queror. RN
Vapf_h Tarzan 1“53 lh;:rh'::en:: '"op_o And thus canie the youbg Lord Grey-
ped, for in the Janguage of the anthro- stuke into the kingship ot the upes.
poids there was.no word for man. and
Tarzan could only write the word in
English. - He could not pronounce it. -

The tribe had gathered about to look
apou the proof of his wondrous prow-
ess and to listen to bix words.

Only Kerchak huriz back. pursing
his hatred and bis rage.

Suddenly something snapped in the
brain of the anthropoid. With a'fright-
ful roar the 'great beast sprang among
the assemblage. Frothing and sbriek-
ing in the insanity of his fury, Ker-
chak looked about for the object of his
greatest hatred. and there, upon 8
nearby Hmb. be saw him sitting.

“Come down. Tarzan great killer®™
eried Kerchak, ready for battle.
“Come down and feel the fangs of &
greater! Do.mighty fighters fiy to the
trees at danger?”

And he emitted the volleying chal-

lenge of his kind.
- Quietly Tarzat  dropped to the
ground. Breathlessly the tribe wateh-
ed Kerchak. still’ roaring, ‘charge the
relatively puny figure.

Nearly seven feet stood Kerchak oa
his short legs.  His enormons shouf-
ders were bunched and rounded with
buge muscles.  The back of his short
neck was as a single lump ‘of fron
sinew which bulged beyond the base
of his skull; so that his head seemed’
like a2 small ball protruding from. a
huge mountain of" flerh. :

His back drawn, snarling lips expos-
ed his great fighting fungs, and his
bloodshot eyes gleamed in horrid re-
flection of his maidness.

Awaiting bim steod Tarzan, bimseif
a mighty muacled animal. but his gis
feet of beight and his great: rolling
sinews meemed pititully inadequate to
the ordeal which uwulted thew intheit
struggle with Kerchak. .

His bow and arrows lay some dis
taucg away, where be had dropped
them when showing Sapor’s hide to
bis feliow apes, and tie conrronted Rer
chuk with ouly_tils knife and his supe
for. mteneet” © GiTsel (WE ferocivus
strength of Gis epemy. ;

T e I oy o ‘rilliant }
though be con al ear them ap- | stones gleamed xtrungely against. his
proaching dcroas the plantation. -They | smooth. browt hide. : ;
must be very pear. . - 37§ The Metters. he . conld scarcely  deci-
Like a fash he sprang across | pher. for be bad learped. little or noth-
opening ‘to the pile of arrows. Gath- | ing of script. sp he put them back in’
ering ap all he could earry under one | the bex with the photograph and turn-
arm, with a kick e overturned the | ed his attention to the little book. :
seething caldron and disappeared into | = This was ajmdst. entirely filled with
the foliage, just as the first of the re- | fine script; but. while the fittle bugs
 turning natives entered the gate at the | were all familiar to him. their arrange-
far end of the village. He turned to | ment and the eombinations in which
watch the proceedihgs below, poised . they oecurred were strange and entire-
iike some wild-bird ready to take swift ; ly incomprehensible-
wijig at the first sign of danger. Tarzan had loug since léarned the
ThHe natives filed np the street, four | use of the dictionary: but. much to his
of them bearing the body of Kulonga. | sorrow and perplexity. it proved of no
Behind trailed the women, uttering avail to him inithis emergency. Not a
strange ‘cries ‘and weird lamentation. ' word of ail that wak written in the lit-
On they came to-the portals of the very ) tle book could he tind. and so he pat it
but in which Tarzan had wrought his | back iu the little metal box, but witha
depredations. | determination to work out the mys-
Scarcely “had bhailf .a dozen entered teries of it later on. . .
the building ere they came rushing out | It was the diary of John Clayton,
in wild, jabbering confusion. '-The | Lord Greystoke, kept 'in French, as
others hastened to gather about. There | had always been his custom.
‘was much excited gesticulating, point- | ~Tarzan replaced the box In the cup-
ing and chattering. Several of the | board. but always thereafter he car
warriers approached and peered within, ried the feattires of the strong. smiling
Finally an old fellow- with many or-~ face. of his fatber in his heart and in
naments of metal about his arms and his head a fixed determination to solve
{ legs ‘and & neckisce of ‘dried humsn | the mystery of the strange words in
‘bands depending upon his chest, en- | the fittle black book. %
‘tered-the hut: ; ’ ; At present he had ‘more important ;
It was Mbonga, the king. father of business in hand, for his supply of ar-
Eulonga. rows ‘was exhausted, and he-.must
For a few moments all were silent. :‘”d'a é:“::‘y thm black men’s vil-
3 w A new
gled :(::out:z::;ne:ged. 8 Ik 4F; niw ‘grl'y the 'following morning he set
'ear writ npon his ok & Comved id b ;
hideons countenance. He spoke n few s raveling rapidly, he came
before midday to_the little - clearing.
words to the assembled warriors, and Once more be ook his positien in
in an instant the men were flying -

the great tree, and. as before, he saw
‘through the little village senrching | sy women in the, fields and the village
and playing in the street. There were minntely every but'and corner within | .00 and the little caldron of bub-
women grinding dried plantain in- ""'»;u"'“"“‘m L bifng polson directly. beneath Bim. -
8400 : cnrcely the search commenced | por hours he lay awatting his oppor-
than the overturmed caldron was @is- | wunev to drop down unseen and gather
{coverad and with it the theft of the

: ap the arrows for which he had come.
polsoned arrows. ~Nothing more they But it was not’ antil ﬂl‘bt fell that

L d X
: lofty perch Tarzan viewéd
the village of thatched buts across the
“ futervening plantation. -
He saw that at one point the forest
‘touched the village, and to this spot
| | he made bis way, lured by a fever of
[ euriosity to bebold animals of his own
kind and to learn more of their ways
and view the strange lairs in which’
| they lived. 2,

His life among the brutes of the
jungle left no opening for any. thought
that these could be other:than enemies.
Similarity of form’led him €0 no er-
ronepns conception of the welcome that
would be accorded him shonld be be-

His strange life bad left him neither
morosé nor bloodthirsty. That he joy-
ed in killing and that he killed with a
faugh upon his handsome lips betoken-
ed no' inuate crueity. $ 5
- 8o it 'was that now, as he cautiously

I ! the village of Mbonga he

fought a dozen
seconds ere they were rolling upon ihe
ground, striking. tearing and rending—
two great savage beasts battling to the
death

Terkoz had a dozen knife wounds on
head and breast, und Tarzan was torp
and bleeding, bis scalp In one place
balf torn from bis head. so that a
great piece hung down over one eye,
obstructing his vision.

But so far the young Englishman
nad been able to keep the bhorrible
fangs from his jugular, and, as they
fought less flercely for a moment to ré
gain their breath, Tarzan formed a
cunning plan. He would work his way
to the other's back and. clinging there
with tooth and naill, drive his knife
home until Terkoz was no more.

The mapeuver was accomplished
more easily than he bad hoped, for the
&tupid beast. not knowing what Tar
zan was attempting, made no partie-
ular effort to prevent the accomplish-
ment of the design.

But when finally be realized that his
antagonist was fastened to him where
his teeth and fists alike were useless
against bim Terkor burled himself
about upon- the grouand so violently
that Tarzan conld but.cling desperate-
Iy te the, leaping, turniog, twisting
body. and ere he had struck a blow
the knire was hurled from his hand by
A heavy impact against the earth.

Tarzan found bimself defenselers,

During the« rwilings #nd squirmings
of the next fow minntes Tarzan's hold
was loosened n dozen times, until final-
iy an nceidental cinrcumstance of those
uwift and ever changing evolutions

gave him a new hold with his right
hand, which be soon realized was ab-
solutely unassailable.

His arm was passed beneath Ter-
kos's arm from behind, and his band
and forearm encircled the back of Ter-
koz’s neck. It was the half “welson of
modern ‘wrestling  which the untaught
ape map bad stumbled upon. but di-
vine reason showed him in an instant
the value of the thing he had discov-
ered. It was the difference to him be-
tween life and death. . :

And so he struggled to encompass a
similar bold with the left band. Ina
few moments Terkoz'd bull meck was
creaking beneath a full pelson.

There was no more lunging about
now. The two'lay perfectly. still upon
the . ground,” Tarzan ' upon Terkoz's

‘With the knife that u.tf:ﬁ;u.
joar’s body. and in the center of the
t built a fire, cooking and eating
as he wanted. The rest be
it had fallen. ;
was an interested spectitor.
to kill burned flercely in his

for the little sharp splinters of wood

. : vwhﬁhwltdedmn'mfu,n_nd-n-
disappeared beyond @' mear | At léngth be came fo a great free.
ng of the D.th ‘Parzan dropped heavy with thick foliage mlnd loaded
to the gronnd. With fis kuife | With pendant loops of glant creepers.
severed many strips of meat from From this almost impenetrable bower
's carcass. buf be did not cook above the village he crouched. looking

= eHL -~ | down upon the scene below him.
 There. were naked children running The article
eral of the k
to

t fine dust, surprised Tarmao great- |

ruined B L it s o iong: | Fatbering. Doslng shade be | feund, and it was a thoroughly awed | Taiman saw bis chance ' This time he
IDNEHting Dot Wt b B e Be o and frightened group of savages which | took afl of the arrows. for be bad
# : : Dot et Sl o g g o <8 n ) - huddied arcund their king a few me- | brought a number of long fibers to bind

‘the arc : e them into & bundle. -
‘When ;the savages discovered (hat
once more their arrows had been pli-

this part of the jungle From then on
an offering of food was daily placed
beneath the great tree from whence the
-arrows had di red. ip an effort to
conciliate the one. e

:But the seed of fear was deep sown,

in -little groups, talking
and casting affrighted
from their great
ore her was @’ small caldron| - Tarss hed them for
standing over a low fire, and in 1t bub- | aw
bled & thick, reddish, tarry mass. On | |
one side of ber lay a guantity of wood- | |
ITOY ; dipped into the |

CHAPTER VI~
. King of the Apes. :
PPPPAARZAN dropped to the ground

- No one was in sight. His eyes rested

‘| apon the open doorway of a nearby : ell 3 - ¢
‘within, mm.ammmbnncheo into the

{but. - He would take a, look
or 4 moment be hesitated without,
Histening intently. ,There was no
sound, and he glided into the semi-
darkness of the interfor. :
Weapons hung against the walls—
long spears, strangely shaped knives, a
couple of narrow shields. In the Cen-
ter of the room was & cooking pot and
at the far end a ltter of dry grasses
covered by woven mats, which evident-
Iy served the owners as beds and bed-
ding. Several buman. skulls lay .upon
the floor.
Tarzan of the apes felt of each artl-
¢le, hefted the spears, smelled of them,
for he “saw” largely through his semisi-

. | boar he bad cached the preceding

it Was a Thoroughly Awed and Fright-
" ened Group.of Bavages.
and .again to get Kulonga's bow and
arrows from the tree top in which he

It was. a well Jladen Tarzan who

midst of the tribe of Kerchak. =~
glortes ‘of his adventure and exhibited,

| the spoils of conguest.

Kerchak grunted and turned away,
for he was jealous of this.strange
‘member of his band.” In his little evil
“brain he sought for some excuse to
“wreak his hatred upon Tarzan. 5

The next day Tarzan was:practicing
with his bow and arrows at the first
gleam of dawn. At first he lost nearly
every bolt he shot, but finally be learn.
ed to guide the little shafts with Tair
gecurgey. and ere a month bad passed
he was no mean shot, but his profi-
cleney had cost him neaﬂy,hh entire

gether Tarzan of the upes grusped ope
| of the buge wrists of bis nasuilant and,

iife to the bt into Kerchak’s body

springiog lightly to one side, drove his

A which, in fact. he had been searching.
{  Quickly he unsiung bis bow and fit- ]
ted a well daubed arrow, and as Sabor | * Jiij

" | Tarzan of the apes jumped to one side,
| yond snother deéath tipped arrow sank

| neath the body
| home, For a-

e “welcomed . the

him in midair. At the same instant

and as the tiger struck the ground be-
Adeep into his loln.

with a third arrow full in one eve,

ape man for the latter to sidestep.

- Marzan of the apes ,
‘the body Of his enemy. but with

gleaming “knife” drawn and striking

t they lay there,

and then Tarzan realized tha
mass lying upon him was beyond pow-
er to inju ;

and as he stood

neafh fhi& greaf Welght, a
erect and gazed down tpon the trophy

tion swept over him.

oot upon the body of his powerfnl |
enemy and. threwing - back fine
“lenge of the victorious -

The forest echoed with the savage
and triumpbant paean, Bfrds feil still,
and the larger animals #nd beasts of
prey siunk stealthily away, for few
there were of all the jungle who sought
for trouble with the great anthropoids.

And in London another Lord Grey-
stoke was speaking to his kind in the
house of lords, but none trembled al
the sound of his soft voice.

Sabor proved most unsavory eating
even to Tarzan of the apes. but hunger
served as a sance. and ere long the

again.  First. however; -he maust - re-

" Before he could wrench,the biade
five. again. Kerchak's ‘guick, junge to
grasp him b those awfil srms bad
| torn the bilt-from Farzan’s band. -

Kerchak aimed aterrifi¢ blow at the
|} ape man's bend with the fiat of his

sprang the tiny missile leaped td meet | i

“| “With & mighty roar the beast turned |
{ and charged once more, only to be met |

but this time he was too’close upon the |-

that the fnert | &
With dificulty he wriggled from be-.

of his skill & mighty wave of exuita«{-
" With swelling breast, he placed a |

E— e

Loud Thmngﬁ the For:ut' Rang the

. Fierce Wild Cry.

band, ‘a blow  which bad it ladded
' might easily have crushed in the side
of ‘Parzan’s skuill ; » e
“The man' was too gquick and, ducking
the blow, bimself delivered a mighty
one with clinrhed fist in -the pit of
Kerchak's stomach, 5
| The ape wan N

well fed sape man was ready to siecy and. e‘\711':;.! witn‘tta!::s ::dn:ly':::n?l'ol:

side, bad saimost ¢ollapsed. when

1’| pad come to belieye that he mights
| muster the redoubtable Terkoz In &
4} | band to band fight were it mot for j
:|-thé terrible advantage the anthropoid's’

‘! 'poorly amned Targan. - . -
’ } " One ddy the tribe wis-féeding quiet-:
~{ Iy, épread over a considerable area,

sacrificed_all else_to_remain near ber,
bt now she was dead. and, Th& playTul
friends of  his  childiood grown into
“surly brutes, he feit that he much pre.
ferred the peace and solitude of his
¢abin to the irksome dutiés of leader-
ship among'a horde of wild beasts.

The hatred and jealousy of Terkoz.
son of Tublat. did much to counteract
the effect of Tarzan's desire to re-
nounce his kingship among the apes.,
for, stubborn young Englishman that
he was, he .could not bripg himself fo
retreat in the face of so malignant an
enemy. 5 !

st Terkoz would be chosen lehd-
‘or in his stead be kpew full. well. for
time apd again the ferocions brute bad
_ ostablished his clalm to physical su-
premacy over the few bull apes who
‘had dared nt his savage bullying.
[ Tarzaa would .bave liked to subdue |
the /beast without recourse to knife
oF arrows. So much' had his great

| petiod following his maturity that be

uge fightliig fangs gave him over the

]

when ‘a great screaming 'rose some

- distance east of where Tarzan lay Upon

tempting to eatch sn elusive fish in
bis guick brown-hands. .
_Witb one accord the tribe swung rap-

e frightened cries and

there rkoz bolding an old fe

As Tarzan approached be raised his
band aloft for Terkoz to desist. for the
female Was not his. but belonged to 8
poor old ape whose fighting days were
long over and who therefore ‘could not
protect. bis family. L%

Terkoz knew that it was against the
Jaws of his kind to strike the wouian
of another; but, being a buily, he had
taken advantage of the weakness of

the Temsle’s busband to chastise ber
| because she had refused to give up to
him a tender young rodent she had
captured. :

\ When Terkoz saw Tarzan appmch-
fng without bis arrows be cootinued.to:
belabor the poor womam in a studied
effort to affrout bis bated chieftain. .
Tarzan aid pot repedt hbis waroing

‘strebgth and agility increased in thel

nis belly beside a dimpid brbok. at |

malé by the bair qnd‘fbeatlh?c-;hor'un- ]
‘mercifnlly with ‘bis great bands.

back.. Slowly the bullet head of the
ape was being forced lower and lower
tipot ‘fiis chest. ¥

~Tapean’ kilew. what the result wonld
be. . In an instant the npeck woanld
break. Then there came to Terkoz's
rescue the same thing that bad put
himn in these sore straits—a man's rea-
soning,power. .. s : ]

»1#3:) ki1" i cthought Tarzanm,
~what gdvantige will i’ be to ‘me?
Wil it not.but rob the tribé of & great
fighter?. And If Terkoz is dead be will
know nothing of jhy supremacy, while
alive he will beidn examplg to the oth-
er apes.” - A > T

~Ka-goda?’ hissed Tarzan in Ter-
koz’s ear. which ‘fn-ape tongue means,
freely translated. *Do you surrender?”

For a moment there was no reply.
and Tarzan added a féw more ounces
of- pressure, which elicited. a horrified
shriek of pain from the great beast.
¢ “Ka-.goda?" repeated Tarzan,
/' wKa-goda!™ cried Terkos.

“Listen,” said Tarzan, easing up A
rifie. but not releasing bis bold. “1
am Tarzan, king of the apes, mighty
buntes, mighty fighter. 1p all the jun-
- gle there s none so great.

“You have sald ‘Ka-goda' fo me
Al the ribe bave beard. Quarrel no
more. with-‘your ‘king or your people,
fox next time 1 shall kill you. Do you
understand?”. :

#Hub,” assented Terkoz.

“And you are satsfied?”

. “Huh;% sald the ape.

. Tarzan let him up. and o a few
“minutes all were back at. thelr voca-
tions as though naught-had oecurred
to mar the tranquillity of tbeir prime-
' val forest haunts..

“But deep in the minds of the apes
‘was rooted the conviction that Tarzan
‘'was ‘s mighty fighter and a strange
creature—strange because be bad bad
| 1t in ‘his power. to kill bis enemy, but
“had aliowed ‘him to live, unharmed.

"That afternoon as the tribe came to-
gether. as was their wont after dark-
[vess settled on the jungle, Tarzan, his
wounds wasbed in.the limpid waters
of -the iittle 'stream, called the old
‘males about bim. ?

“You have seen again today that
Tarzan of apes is ‘the greatest
among you,” be said.

“Huh,” they replied with one voice.
“sparzan is great.” <

*Tarzan,”. he coptinued, “is mot an
ape. He is oot iike his people. His
ways are not thelr ways, and so Tarzan
is goipg back to the lair of bis own

.
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signal, but Instead rustied boldly apon
the walting Terkoz. , :
Never had, the ape man fought so.
terrible a battle Since that long ‘gone
day when tbe great king gorilla bad | will not return.”
o borribly -maphandied bim ere the | And thus young Lord Greystoke took
new. found knife bad. by sceident. | the irst step toward tbe goal which be
pricked the savage beart. _ . ! bad set bimseif—the tinding of other
Tarzan’s koife on the present ocea- | white men like himself.
fapgs of Terkoz, what 8d° b The fol morning Tarzan, lame
vantage the ape had over the man i | gng sore from the wounds-of bis bat:
brute strength was aimost balanced bY | ¢io with Terkoz, set out toward the
. %' 'j?,']“.

supply of arrows.

' it was during this period that the
young . English lord found hidden in
the back of one of the cupboards in the
cabin a little metal box. The key was
in the lock, and a few momeats’ inves-

3 tatl ;

move the hide, for it was as much for
this as for any other purpose that be
had dedired to encompass the destruc:
tion of Sabor, the tiger.

peit. fot

ller ani-

mals, au@ when the task was Guisbed
be carried his trophy to the fork of &
1 ; hiinself se-

fell tnto deep

kind by the waters of the great lake
which has no farther shore. You must
choose another to rule you. Tarzan

{ tive and highly traine nostrils. - He
-determined to own one of ‘these long
pointed sticks, but he could:not take
one on this trip because of the arrows,

with one mighty effort be rallied -for
an instant. just long enough to enable
bim to wrest bis arm free from Tar-
zan’s grasp and close in a terrific clinch
-with his wiry opponent. .

Straining the ape man close to him,
bis great jaws sought Tarzan’s throat.
put the young lord’s sinewy fingers
were at Kerchak’s own before the
cruel .fangs could close on the sleek

Withdrawing the knife that had so




