e ."'g'.r'icultur',‘e; has. brought lands to ne#:ly ‘the fame (va.l'uc', a "Térﬁtd‘i'iéﬂl' o

. "Burthen beais proportionally on the property of ‘the fubject, whereas -7

"""in Canada; where Agriculture is in the commencemenc of its progrefs, .

. 7. the lands are.in fuch difproportion that a Tax- on'them “at fo-much an - "'.
" arpent as was propofed, would have been the moft unequal, as: in that = -

e cafe, the.perfon whofe foil. was worth only fix-pence the arpens, would . -

" pay as much as him whofe landed property is worth- fixty pounds an. - :

" arpent ;. difproportion riot likely ‘to happen in'Europe, but neverthe- .
‘f‘;lgfs{r,ca_\‘_l.and even common in .Canada. ... =~ - e e

. “This tax ‘would bear chie_ﬂ;,i.dﬁ;‘t'héfé"\i{lié)"l‘:)'ggin‘to opeﬁ landé,‘ gs. o

" they are generally pofiefed of the greater part of fuch lands which are. -

~of little value, -

“Thefe new fettlers, whofe labour is fo' precious to the .

" Province, and whofe efforts tend to encreafe its real value and foil, the =
" moft certain Bafis of its .commerce, -would be faddled with the great~ - ‘

“eft part of thé burthen ata time when: they thould receive every. en-

. couragement,. ULl oot o

- A'Taxonthe {éﬁirﬁated value of cach’farm would be'e jually. 1mprac. -
. ticable ; the ¢harges of appraifement-and colletion WOula r '

| be more bur- -

" thenfome than-the tax itfelf. - The vexations thac accompany fuch a.

* fpecies - of tax, :left to the difcretion of individuals -againft whom ‘the -

. oppreffed poor cannot oft¢n obtain Juftice, induced the Affembly to -

" believe that ‘it would be contrary to the fpirit of thie Conftitution'which: - :

‘the Mother Country has granted ‘to this- Province. . _The odious and ty-

. rannical afpec that fuch.a tax would exhibit, would alonebe capa.’

© .ble' of diminifbing thofe. ideas of the bleflings which the Camdians . .
expérience under 'the. paternal protetion of His Majefty, and under .

", _their happy Conftitution.~~The prefent.evil, although flight, wouldbe:

lopkeduponas the fignal of fome finiftrouschange,and wouldbeaugment-. -

"'’ ¢d by apprehenfions of what. was yet ro happen.—The comparifon. they. -

"now make of their. happy fituation with that of the neighbouring: - ',

o Sga;c&wquldno longes .Aﬁ;ikg tbem fo ﬁ)mlbby. o

. The tax or affeffment-on lands now pradifed agtéﬁbl@ tq{t‘hé'an‘c}c'ng;, -

e Laws of the French government  for the erection of churches, furnifhes. . -

* us with an_example of the inconvenienci¢s that wauld. atteod. & Terri-

B torial tax 3 foralt ough thisaflefiment, is only refosted to in parifhes.al.:



