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griculture has brought lands to nearly the fame value, a Territorial
Burthen bears proàrtionally on the property of the fubje&, wereas
in Canada, where Agriculture is in the commencement of its progrefs,
he 'ands are. in fuch difproportion that a Tax· on them a fa much an

arpent as was propofied, would have been the moft unequal, a in that
cafe, the perfon whofe foil was worth only fix-pence the arpenti would
pay as much as him whole landed roperty is worth fixty pôunds n
arpent; a. difproportion not likely to happen in Europe, but ncverthe-
lefs reai and even common in Canada.

This tax would bear chiefly on thofe who begin to open lands, as
they are generally pofefred of the greater part of fuch lands which are.
of little value. Thefe new fetlers, whofe labouris. o preus to he
Province,. and whofe .efforts ted toereafe it elv eadfil, -the
mofit certain Bafis of its commerce, would be faddled with the great..
eft part of the burthen at a tiime when they Ihould reccave every. cn-

* . couragement. . .

A Tax on the eftimated value of each farm would be equally imprac
ticble.; the charges of apprailement and colleaion would be more bur.
thenfome than the tax icrelf. The vexations thac accompany fuch a

fpecies of. tax, left to the diferetion of individuals againif' whom the
oppreffed poor cannot often obtain Juficé, induced the Affembly to
believe that it would be contrary to the fpirit ofthe Conftitution which
the M.other Country has granted to this Irovince. The odous and ty.
rannicai afpe& that fuch a tax woúld exhibitb would alone be capa
ble of diminifing thofé ideas. of te bleWngs which the Canadians
eXperiençe under 'the paternal prote&îon of His Majefty, and under
their lpappy Conffitution.--The prefent evil, althoughflgh, wouidbe
oppçedupon.as the fignal affaxtmeiniftrousch4ngeand wouldbeaugmene-

ed by apprehenfions of what was yet to happen.-The compariion they
now. make of their happy fituation with that of the neighbouring:
Sta,çawqul4 no longe A.riks them fo fniby.

Thertax or affirnent on lands now pra&tfed agtsealde to the ancient
Laws of the Frencih government for the eretion of churches, furnilhes
us with an example of thie iconveniencies that wuld. attend a Terri.
tori tax, for althugh this afTefioient i only refosted go in parifhe ai.
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