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Hon R F
My Denr Mr. Robln :
Al the recent banquet in the Raoyal

Alezandrs Hotel you are reported 1;.

have made & somewhat vicious atiae

on those whoe adveeate the reform
ealled Direet Logisiation. An an officer
of the Direet Legisiation League may

I be permitiad to say how much "!:‘l“‘

preciate the fact that you folt ea .

upon to give our eause such public :»'

tiee, for while we are fully awnre ! -4

this great reform is making most n;:-'

headway., we were not aware that 'I'l

impaet had already been so ‘m'"”:p,':

folt by thadlonorable Premier o - b

province v only regret s tha ‘.'

man of your political acumen ohn.u.‘-’
bave phaced yourself so squarely x:; ~
paths of progress, and v-|0nnulv' '-
those as ' demagogues and nn"
spirators’’ who ‘‘sometimes by ope
and herole assanits, again by -.:':l.
sad sapping and subterranean ma:‘ ode
attempt to ereate discontent and un.:
diseredit upon Mw and institutions »

we duve them and therehy seek to n':‘

dermine the British constitution »

for thirty
tish liberty, and who 3
:i'o": of silver would sell King f::n'

T -
try and even themeelves That bs ':....

3 rious eharge to
:“h:::l' :::.d. of Canadian citizens
in this provinee who heretafore and a:::;
now think they are paﬂm’- LU :
British subjects as yourself, and w "‘
ehallenge you to produce one iola o
evidence to support your undignified,
and may | say, wholly unwarranted

tements
'“():r meetings have been openly ad
vertised, discussion invited and every
endeavor has been made to give this
question of Direet Legislation the wid
est publicity. We have purposely court
od publicity, for with a good eause that
s our M-‘gﬁ weapon. Appeals have
come from (rain Growers’ associations,
Farmers’ picnics, chureh organizations
and other ien all over this provinee,
for speakers on this subject, and the al
most unanimous approval of l?nrw'
Legislation by voters of every political

plexion is & most stimulating and
eeri indieation of the samity and
ularity of our eause,
mhn a delegation from our league
waited on you officially a little over a
yoar aflo, you informed us thmt as far
a8 you were concerned you had not
studied the merits of Direct Legisiation
and were consequently unfamiliar with
its principles except in a general way,
but you advised us to go ahead and
educate the public of this provinee, and
if our cause was good it would win out
in the end. In view of this adviee it is
somewhat amaring to find you now de
nouncing as agitators and demagogues
secking to undermine the British con
stitution and to destroy British liberty,
those who followed faithfully your ad
viee

Let me point out that the Inmitiative
and Referendum is already in opera
tion in Australia, a British dominion:
that it has been in operation in Switzer
Iand, one of the best governed coun
tries in the world, for over fifty years;
that it is in constant operation to a
limited extent in our municipal life, and
Is freely acknowledged to be the great
est safeguard we have against extrava
gant expenditure; that it is in opera

businems corporation whose manAgemen®
* Sader a respossible and
tive board f directors; that st least
fen staten of the American Unios
pat it int wperation while mas

frepresenta

have
thers
Are in process of loing »o Not omly
that but in the last general slection

Great Britain My
lemder

Ralfour, the "nionist
pledged his party 1o the perlie y
of submitting to a referendum the flern
A bill to provide for the inte

duction of the Referendum into the Rrit

policy

sh aystem of government was intee
duced in the House of Lovds by Lord
Balfour of Burleigh and A ery
mrgely supported. Even our own De
Wision premier, the Right Honorable
R L. Borden proposed while in o

position, and since coming into power
has promised a referendum on the nava
policy of Canada. Very recently in the
Ontario legislature the Hon Adam
Beck, also » staunch Conservative. in
troduced & bill to the effect that the
Kranting of all public franchises sh uld
be contingent on the approval of the
people by means of a referendum
F!\-n you, Mr. Roblin
the Referendum only

made use of
A fow vyeoars agno
prohibition bill
of the Honorahle Hugh John Macdon
ald, while more recentls when Sir Wi
frid Laurier was in power you proposed
that the Boundary question should be
sabmitted "dt'ﬁ‘”v\ to the people of
this provinee for their consideration
and decision on the principie of the
Initiative and Referendum.’’ Further
in this very provinee the loeal option
aw embodies the principles of the
Initintive and Referendum

To show further that the leaven is
working it may be mentioned that our
league has been requested to organize
A campaign of education in The prov
ince of Saskatehewan, while the Al
berta legislature has taken the Jead
of all the provinees by unanimousiy
passing a resolution at the Jast session
favoring the introduction of the Initia
tive and Referendum

It may be interesting to you, Sir, to
know that the Conservative Organiza
tion of Alberta has, as one of its offi
cinls recently wrote us, accepted Direet
Legislation, ““loek, stock and barrel, '’
A8 & plank in its platform. Thus this
very sane and wholesome principle of
allowing the people by direet vote to
settle any or all Questions of great im
portance when they desire so to do, is
KAining momentum daily and your at
tempt to stay the waves of this great
reform. will be as futile as those of the
Ancient Sazxon king who commanded
the ocean waves to retire, but all in
vain

It is somewhat of an anomaly that
we, a demoeratie people believing fully
in the sovereignty of the people should
elect our [-nrhnmwn'lr_r representatives
for four or five years without a single
check over them during all that time.
No man in Canada would be foolish
enough to give such unlimited power to
the manager of his business While
holding him responsible for the general
management he would still reserve the
right te vete Any unwise act and the
right to institute any reform he. the
owner, might desire Why should the
people not have exactly the same con
trol over the managers of our provin
cial business?

Because we have no check whatever
over our legislature the most

to kil the temperanes

vieious

GROWERS G1

IDE
logsiation hae "'.-"-' y hevome aw
{ arporatione kave oer gred s'uabile
frasehinee which ney or ehould have bee

given the ot “Riravagent espend
e Rave s tdulge v e b
je s Ny * ignared
" proposed b - logisint

that this wenknoss in - artitution
shall be repaired By the Referendum
N progused that whes s sulatantia
petrenlage f 1 elev tripe y petition
regueet the goversment o refer an
ivu‘nn:‘l aw 1 R papular vole, the
shall be mpelled : . n the
Initintive e ? v that whe ’
substantia oreentag. { the P
by i"""“ ek T Pa— egieiat -
the legiaintare sha wither pmss suel
sieiation or de Bing the rewt B
ity themerlves sha Pubhamit i & -
vole of the slectors and s their a9
provial it shall become law

By these means the electars waould
have » nstant cherk wer the g
erament, thus insuring Againet unwis
o viclous legislation and aleo ine aring
te the people whatever egislation the

ght desire but wh Ate mow

werloss to sevure nder this svstlen

it leginiators would bhe still reapon

sible for the great mass ’ rdinary
exislation, while the fins wer would
rest with the people to he seed whes
ever they so desire

Under Direet Legislation many e

tions f grealt moment and press ng

for solation. sueh for mstances as comm

pulsory education waould be settled
which now remain unsettled wing 1
the fact that governments will not, ow
ing o certain influence assume the
sponsibility Corporations  would ot
be able to secure legislation againet
the interests of the people legisla
tures and legislators could sot be in

fluenced or purchased to enact viclous
egisiation as they would be powerless
b deliver the goods.’

Governments would he mueh more re
sponsive 1o the people’s wishes Mem
bers of parliament who might be dis

honest could not indulge their inelina

tions while honest members would be
fortified and temptation argely re
maoved

Best of all, great juestions would be

settled on their merita. aside from *he
baneful influence of partyism, as euch

ter would ote, not as now for the
man, but for men and measures. inde
pendently, just as is done at present
n our municipal elections Thus an
elector could indulge his party feelings
to the fullest extent by voting for his
party candidate, and at the same time
give his best judgment on each question
that might be submitted for his appro
val How mueh more intelligent this
would be than as things are now. Nor
would it, as some fear, become a weapon
frequently used Legislation would
provide that a Referendum ecould onls
be taken say once in two years, except
At & general election, while the
fact of the people having this power
would be the strongest factor against
its frequent use

In conclusion, Mr Roblin, this very
heaithy legislation is coming, and I be
lieve at no distant date, and without
disrupting the British Empire or de
stroying the British constitution. but
by a process of constitutional evolution
in striet harmony with British prin
ciples. While I admire the British con
stitution perhaps as fully as you, vet
I think no one would eclaim it to be
perfect, and this is attested by the
many changes frm]unn'l_v made in it by
the Mother of Parliaments, many of
them, sueh as that of last vear when
the House of Lords was shorn of great
power radieal in their na
ture It is becoming more and more
evident to advanced statesmen and to
the people at large that our elected
representatives have failed too often to
represent those by whom they were
elected, and that therefore this prin
ciple of Direet Legisiation is an impera
tive necessity in order that the people
may rule and secure to themselves the
greatest measure of British liberty

I have the honor to be,

Yours very truly,
J. N. HUTCHISON, M.D

President, Direct Legislation League

Winnipeg, April 24, 1912
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waly denl =it the threst { seve
-, & Tregquently heard through Wester:
Canada w sdmitting thin. 1 be
eve Lhe mafer wa s 1 meel it spen
v There are to ™ ad many res

soms for PPeoning the sevession m
ment, bt | ¥ propese to dens with »
few of those rtensons

Firmt The proposal to sevede is »

practics The righ 14 fissmtinfie
such & Confederstion as
niom of Canada te sorode (o gt

mem! ere  of
the In
sdmitts | nor s it nkely 1o be admitted

The faliure of the Southers Slaten of

¢ Ameriean Usnion searly balf & ceos
tury ag pretiy well settled that Gues
tion There has ot timew boon & stros 4

£ s some of the Maritime pro

. faver of sevcomsion when »
srge majorities f the peogle
were favorable 1o secession bat the

vement alwavrs came to noth by W
8 the Went. claimn 1o be & practieal pe«
ple and if we wish relief from
st A

ar pres
FRitien, we should seek nIn a
practieal way

Seor ond The protected and flnancia

tereets f Canada n ofWeet ared
War on us during the last Domis .
tiow ampaign and sndoubtedly drew
first hlood Ry adopt ng secossion s

ties we admit ourselves not merely tem

WAy bet permanently defeated and

I for one am ot prepared to admie
anyihing of the kind I fnd among th
leaders of the farmers movement i»

the West many of the pronecers of this
iniry, whoe in the ecarly
AMe SO mansy

davs aver
hatacies to their progress
that T cannot believe they will admit
permancent defeat by even those mighty
nierests, with their methods and their

ne Then, even if we fid suceoed
" f»r-vwn-.- A separate province or con
federation of provinces, the contest he
tween organized wealth on the one hand

and labor, whether in the -»vh-h--" or
n the farm m the other hand would
still be with us That contest must be

f-»ugh' out by evers civilized communits

in some shape We need not hope
avold it by sev feeor r by anvy other
mode of running away from i Pro
tection in all ite shapes and forme is a

itieal religion with those interests
It was because they want protection
from outside rv\vv1|~n(i!lvAn that those ir
terests hended the opposition to Reei

procity The
merely an

lesire for protection is
outeropping of cowardice
The arguments in favor of protection
are addressed to the spirit of

cowardiece
n us There woul

d not be A protective
System in any country but for the

n
herent cowardice in the

human heart

Protection undermines the . urage
and self reliance of the proteeted W.
have no Feason to look for ARY rreat
degree of courage in those interests. As
protection is their religion,
their God and their moat
point is their pocketbook If we make
A combined and continuous attack on
that point we are sure of vietory The
tremendons increase n the wealth and
numbers of those connected with the
big interests has heen to a large extent
brought about hy their extensive and
profitable trade with us. Their future
success depends largely on the
amount of our future dealings with
them It is for us to say whether or
not we shall continue to deal with those
who have done all they ecan to injure
us and to injure our wives and families
to serve their own selfish purposes

Personally, 1 have heretofore, in pur
chasing manufactured goods for my
farm and elsewhere given a preference
to Canadian goods, but T see no reason
why 1 should continue such a
when the profits made by
are liable to be used to
of myself and those de
The Western farmers have already
shown that they ecan do great things
hy means of eo operation and concerted
etion and greater things can be done in
the future. We are only’ just beginning
to recognize our afrvngt'h By eo opera
tion in buying manufactured articles
We can not omly procure these things
more cheaply, but we can compel Cana
dian manufacturers to consider our
rights, and when we bring the big in
terests to their senses. the politicians
who obev their behests will follow

I throw out these suggestions bhecause
I believe that the secession murmurings
we hear are not caused by dislovalty or
any dislike to the Canadian Confedera
tion, but by hatred of the brutality of
the big interests, and I believe there are
much more effective ways of dealing
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