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NO CHINESE LABOR!

We arenot at all surprised that the
Trades and Labor Council should, in view
of the stories which have been .in cir-
culation put themselves on record by way
of protest against the employment of
Chinese labor in connection with the
Esquimalt fortifications. They are a
Dominion aswell as an Imperial work,
and, in view of Hong Koug being a
British colony, to which many Chinese
profess to bofonc. it may be that the
authorities at home will falil

L0 see
matters in the same light as they are
viewed by our people here. We want
as much as possible of the work, to be
done by home labor, of which there is
any quantity that cannot at present
find means of utilizatiou.

We hope that the petition already pre-
sented by Col. Prior, and backed up by
the Trades and Labor Council wili haye
due weight with the Governments of the
Dominion and the Empire. There ought,
in this particular, to be a proper demon-
stration of the advantages of protection.
That policy was introduced into this
has been operated with the
ostensible object of promoting the in-
terests of home industry., We cannot
call Chinese Jahor home lndnatr‘y; let us
have the principle carried to its legitimate
conclusions in connection with the
fortifications. The principle of protection
does not exactly comport with the trade
policy of the Mother land, but the senti-
ment in its favor is growing there. Let
Canada insist at least on its gelng carried
out here.—Commercial Journal.
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: GBEJ’NLA ND'S CRYOLITE MINE,
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-In the month of April of every year a
curious fleet of vessels tnat at that time i
usually scattered about #£¥ the widest in
tervals in the ports along both coasts of
the Atlantic Ocean puts to sea and heada
away for a point in the lee of (:npe
Desolation, on the southwest coai. of
Greenland. The ships of this fleet wr

" ghe strongest and best of canvas an'l wr

* after leaving port. The rest had

. the

aloft. wiilet e hulis not only n' & n .'v
strong everywhere, but is built solid a # -
bows, covered with an extra layer of plink
there, and then armored with steel plates,
The passage before this fleet is at the Lest,
one of the most arduous in the
world, The destination is but a few
miles south of the artic circlee An
ocean river sweeps along the coast,
bearing masses of fleld ice hundreds of
miles in extent, and into and across this
barrier the fleet must fight its way to the
harbor for which it is bound, and when
loaded there the fight must again be under-
taken in order to return. Itisa fight fitto
turn a landsman’s hair gray even under the
most favorable circumstance; but when
the gales arise, and ially gales from
the south, and their black fogs, the posi-
tion of the ship as it tosses about between
the threatening ice masses is so frightful
as to be beyond the power of man to des-
eribe, -During last summer, out of a dozen
ships that attempted the one suc-
ceeded, after beating about in the ice for
over thirty days; two failed to get in and
returned with créws almost worn out and
starved, while a fourth was never heard of
suc-
cessful happening to find the ice
fields open. ;in voyage f- undertaken by
the, fleet in erder te te ocivilization
uct of the te mine in the
Arsok flord. This mine is 0 odd that it is
unigque, There is no other oryolite minein
the world, It is worked in odd fashion,
byt\rmo!nodd mine camp, and it

o7
by themsel

reached the Arsuk flord, = An Eskimo
resided there told him that & few miles up
the fiord was a curious stone, which his

ple called the ice-that-never.melts,

use it in dressing pelts, rubbing the

on the flesh side, where it somewhat
as soap might, Giesecke went to the place
and found at the pster's edge a um
of white, soft ro#2, that when wet

exactly like wét, snow-mixed ice. It was
an entirely novel substance, so he gathered
samples, prospector fashion, and he had
hard luck with them, which is also after

and with whom be traveled up the g *
coast in the skin-covered ooﬁub 1

the fashion of prospectors. On his way |

home in a Danish ship a British cruiser
captured the outfit, and Giesecke lost all
he had. However, the chemical world
learned that Giesecke had found the floride
of sodium and aluminum, and it was nam-
ed cryolite, which means ics-atone,

No one but chemical students took note
of it, however, until Prof. J. Thomsen, of
Denmark, made some experiments with it
about 45 years aftor it was found, and
demonstrated that chemically pure alum
conld be cheaply made from it as well as
sal-soda, bicarbonate of soda and some
other useful substances, So a company to
work the mine was formed, and, about
1860, men and materials were sent np there
to mine the stuff and ship it to Copenha-
gen. Thereat Ivigtut came into existence
as a mine camp, and it is to this day the
only white settlement in Greenland. It is,
of course, a Dutch settlement, for Green-
land is ons of the colonies of good old King
Christian, First of all they built a house
to live in, using timber and boards to build
up walls and stuffing the spaces between
ceilings with mosd. Then most of the houses
were shingled oyer all, but that built for
the superintendent was covered with smooth
Norway pine, There were double doors
and double floors and double windows, and
the beat of coal-burning stoves, while huge
coal bins were erected close by. So, the
storehouses to hold other supphes suffici-
ent to last three years were erected and
filled, and they have been kept full con-
tinnously.

The cryolite deposit was walled in and
covered over with gray granite,. When the
covering had been cleared off they found a
mass of gnro white cryolite about 600 feet
long and 200 feet wide. Investigation
showed that this was the top of a pocket
or chimney of the material that plunged
down toan angle of 45 degrees with the
horizon into the mountain that rises there,
It was also learned that the cryolite, though
ggro on top, was mixed with much car-

nate of iron in the chimney of ore,

For several years the working of the de-
posit did not pay, but in 1864 a Yankee
firm, contracted to take two thirds of all
that the mine could produce, and since
then the mine men have been getting rich
while paying the crown a royalty of one-
fifth. The most interesting use mpde of
the stuff is in the production of alumi.
num, the metal that has made such rapid
strides in the-arts recently,

Not only are the homes of the miners
odd. It is an odd cummunity, It consists
of 130 men and three women in summer,
and sixty men and the three women in
winter; .

The women of the camp are interssting.
The superintendent on? is allowed to
bave his wife and children and a maid
with him. Two children have been born
in the superintendent's home in this odd
camp. -The first, it is interesting (®know,
was = n ‘?amh. the ":‘!Mt wfhou father
was the superintendent of the 5
The third woman of g
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