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Points of Interest
By F. 8.G)
Why Christmas Presents Are Called “Boxes.” _

We always call a present given at Christmas a “Christmas
box.” whether it is really a box or not. In olden times «im-
boxes were placed in the churches on Christmas Day to receive
gifts of money for the poor, and these gifts were tiistrilm:e_d
on the following day, which thus came to be called “Boxing
Dav." Later, the watchmen, apprentices, and others used to
go round collecting for their own benefit., and to receive the
money gifts they had little earthenware boxes. Kver since
those times Christmas presents have been known as (‘hrist-
mas boxes,

Why We Put Holly in Our Homes at Christmas.

The custom of decorating the inside of our homes at
Christmas with holly, mistletoe, and other evergreens, is very
ancient and can be traced back to the old heathen festivals
that took place at the same time of the year as we celebrate
Christmas. At these festivals the temples used to be decorated
with evergreens, and as one of the Scripture lessons usually
read on Christmas Eve contained the passage from Isaiah—
chapter 60, and verse 13—"“The glory of Lebanon shall come
unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together; to
heautify the place of My sanctuary,” the practice of decor-
ating the churches grew up. This, however, was much op-
posed at first, owing to the pagan custom, but gradually it
got a firm hold, and at last even dwelling houses were deco-
rated.

Why Children Have Christmas Trees.

The Christmas tree was very little known in England be-
fore the coming of Prince Albert, the husband of Queen Vic-
toria, who introduced the custom from Germany. It is sup-
posed to have been derived from a custom of the ancient
Egyptians, who used to deck their houses at this period of
the year with branches of date-palm, their symbol of life
triumphing over death. In Germany, far more than here, the
trees are gaily illuminated with lighted candles, a practice
that grew out of the custom of keeping a large candle alight
at Christmas time in churches, to show that “Jesus. the Light
of the World,” had come.

Why We Have Christmas Plum Pudding

Plum puddings and mince pies have only been made in
their present form during the last two or three hundred years.
It was in ancient times the practice for people to give one
another at Christmas time little cakes, roughly shaped in the
human form, and these represented the infant Jesus and His
mother. These became more elaborate as time went on, and
developed into a great Christmas pie made up of all kinds of
things—chicken, eggs, spices, raisins, currants, sugar. candied
peel, and so on. The pies were made in the supposed shape
of the manger in which Jesus was laid. The various ingre-
dients, coming, as many did, from the east. were
present the gifts of the wise men to Jesus.
were made in the more convenient

aid to re:-
LLater the pies
round shape. and de-
veloped into our plum puddings and mince pies.

Beginning of the Cotton Industry.

l.ong betore the dawn of history the cotton plant was

cultivated in various parts of the world, and the earliest rec-
ords of spinning its fleecy bolls are of such antiquity that

it
is difficult to obtain satisfactery evidence of it beginnine
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F'he name “cotton

itself is of Oriental origin b

| | eing derived
from the Arabic “koton™ or “gootn.” India is known as the
motherland ot cotton, and its earliest history is found in the
Rig Veda hymn; composed fifteen centuries before the Christ-
loom.” and also
0,000 years ago it was used as an ornamental shrub in E

ian era, which honors the “threads of the

gypt.

Alexander the Great acquainted Europe with India. and

and often referred
Cotton was firgt im-

with that singular plant, “vegetable wool."

to “the trees of India bearing wool.”
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ported into England in 1298 A. D., and the manufactui- of
cotton goods thereafter became one of its greatest industiies,
Tn the United States cotton became an early experimentg]
plant, beginning in Virginia in 1600 A. D., and after that d:te
its growth was very rapid. During the war of the American

‘Revolution and immediately thereafter, cotton culture began

to receive considerable attention in the Southern States:
along the coast the valuable sea island cotton was raised, and
later, in the interior, the upland or green-seed cotton was
raised.

Cotton goods are in the front rank of American exports
today. but the name of Anderson ginghams and Horockses'
cottons from England are still household words when quality
and best value are demanded.

ENLARGING THE B. C. M. LIST

OF

“LEADERSIN THEIR LINE”

For various reasons the time available for con-
sulting Business Leaders in any line in regard to
publicity through this Magazine, is limited.

We are building rather than ‘boosting,” and em-
ploy no dunning solicitors.

Because of the Magazine’s steady progress and
widening field of Community Service, however, we
have arranged for assistance in the business depart-
ment, and as soon as possible one of our representa-

tives will meet the “Leaders” to whom marked Mag-
azines have been sent.

CENTER & HANNA Ltd.

Established 1893
PERFECT FUNERAL SERVICE

Private Exchange Seymour 2425
1049 GEORGIA ST., VANCOUVER, B. C.

EYE STRAIN

makes Study and Reading
More Difficult.
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KRYRIORITENSES

‘“‘Seven out of every ten persons are enduring
eye strain in greater or less degree.”’

Have your eyes examined, and know that they
are 100 per cent. efficient.

W. LAWRENCE SMITH

Registered Optometrist

49 Hastings St., West Vancouver, B. C.




