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confuseduess of expository illustration, but he will
seldom complain of their defectiveness of hortntory
appeal, or of their inattention to the immaturity jn
knowledge, or the stolidity of spiritual taste, which
may have characterized their hewrers. Justin
Mariyr, in words in which we have already quozed,
says, ¢ They made sermons hy way of giving instruc-
tion as to the excellent things which had heen
read,and of holding thein up for imitation; and Origen
says, ‘ If their auditors were wisc and intelligent,
they discussed to themn the profound doctrines of the
gospel ; but if their auditors were babes in know-
ledgze and had need of the milk of the word, they
withheld fromn them such imatters as are deep and
mysterious,

‘I'hie resemblanca which the modern Expository
Lecture bears to the auncient Sermon or Orantion,
‘vught to draw attention to that species of discounrse
in districta where it i3 littie kuowao, ond (., hoichten
the taste for it where it is nlready so much relishied,
Expository preaching posscsses the high recommen-
dation of fixing the special attention of a hearer upon
the word of God. I an audience could he'mnde to
listen each with an open Bible in his hand ; if they
could, as the preacher progeeds, be incited to trace,
from sentence to sentence, and from doctrine to doe-
trine, God’s own unerring testimony ; and if they
could, at the close of each service, he sent away to
¢ search the scriptures,” to ‘ comnpare spiritual things
with spiritual,” to ¢ meditate upon the law of the
Lord,’ and o0 experience f alonging of soul after
(GGod’s statutes;’ they would then, doubtless, be in the
way to attain, in the highestdegree, nnd the noblest
excellence, the results of Christian instruction ;—
having their thoughts primely fixed on that which is
emphatically ¢ profitnble for reproof, for correction,
and for instruction in righteousness,’” they would,
with the blessing of heavenly influence, be ¢ thorough-
ly furnished unto all good works.’ A modern me-
thodical digcouse, when the doctrines of it are sound,
and the spirit of it is devotionanl; and the practical
appeals of it are fuithful, will not fuil, indeed, to
¢ feed the flock of God ;> and it will not be the less
successful that a texlual discourse is virtually but an
expanded exposition of scripture, and that even a
pulpit essay, when stamped with the impres of
truly cvangelical preaching, abounds with seripture
quotations and allusions ; the Expository Lecture—
the Oration which explnins, verse hy verse, or clause
by clause, nasection of the divine word—is what the
primitive Christians appear to have thought most
edifying, and well deserves more :\tlemion,.on the
spurt of modern churches, than it has yet reccived.

Poctrg.

$IYMN FOR CHRISTMAS.
BY MRS. HEM_INS.

0! lovely voices of the sky,
Which hymaed the Suviour's :irth,
Are ye npot singing stili on high,
Ye that sung ‘‘ Peace on earth 7'
To us rct spenk the strains
Wherewith, in time gone by,
Ye blessed the Syrian swains,
O ! volces of the »ky !

O * clear and +hining Light, whose beams.
Th:t hour [Tcaven's glory sked
Around the palms, and over ‘hestreams,
And on the shepherd's head,
Be near through life and dea:h.
As in that hohest night
Of hope, and joy, and faith,
O ! chear and shin:ng Light!

O ' Star which Jed to Him whoee love
Brouglit duwn man’sransom fiee.

Wilere art thou ’—midst the hust slpre,
Nay we still gaze on thee ’ '
In heaven thoa art not set,
Th)y rays carth may not Jdie- .
Send tkem to guide us yet,
O ! Star whica led 1o Hhm '

TRUST IN THE SAVIOUR.

BY WORDSWORTI.
Not seldom clad in radiant vest,
Deceittully goes forti the mom ;
Not seldoin evening in the west
Sinks smilingly forswora.

The smoothest seas will sumetimes prove
To the confiding bark, uatrue ;

And {fshe trust the stars above,
They muy be treacherous 1vo.

The vmleageous oak, in pomp natspread,
Full oft, when starme the welkin frid,
Deaws lizhtnings down upon the head
1t prom ised 10 defond.

But thou art true, incarnste Lotd *
Who didst vouchsafe or man to Ju

Thy smile is sure, thy plighted word
No change can fulsify ! R

| bent before thy graciows throue,

And ashed tor peace with suppliant hnec
Aud peace was given,—--nor peace aloae,

Uut faith, aud hope, ecstacy !

Religions Xntelligence.

METHODISM IN AMERICA.

AN ABSTRACT FROM DR. BANGs’ HISTORY OF THE M. F.
CHURCH.

Tue iotroduction of Methodism into this eountry
was attended with tho<e circumstances which show
how great cvents often result from causes compara-
tively insignificant.  Like the entire structure, of Me-
thodism, it originated without any foresight of man,
and without any previons design in the instruments to
hrimg nbout such an event, or uny of tho<e previously
devised plans which generally mark all huuan enter-
prises.

The first Methodist Socicty was eatablished in the
city of New York, in the year 1766. A small com-
pany of Methodists had emigrated from Ireland, and
amoug the number was Mr. Philip Embury, a Incal
srcacher.  T'hough they had been attached to Wes-
Icynn Metliodism uat howne, it appears that, on their
arrivathere, they came very near inaking ¢ shipwreek
of fhith and a good conscience.’  They were steangers

“in astrange land ; and not finding any pious acqoain-

tances with whom they could associnte, they geadually
lost their relish for divine things«, and sunk away into
the spirit of the world. In this state of lukewnrmne -«
and worldly-mindedne=s they were fonnd the nest
year, on the arrival of another family from lreland,
among whom was a.‘-iom “inother u {srael,’ to whos.:
zeal in the cause of God they were all indehtod for

| the revival of the xpirit of piety amung them.  Soon

after her arrival, she ascertained that tho<e who had
receded her had sa far departed from their ¢ firs
{uve’ as to be mingling in the frivolities and  winful
amusements of life. ‘The knowledge of' this painful
fuct aroused her indigration, and, with a zeal which
degerves commemoration, she suddenly entered the
room where they were asscmbled, scized the packs of

' card< with which they were playing, and threw them
"into the fire.

Having thus unceremonionsly destroy -
ed their ¢ play-things,® she addressed herself 1o then
in langusge of expostulation ; awl turning to Mr
Fanbury, she said, ¢ You must preach to us, or we
hatl all o 1o hell tozether, and God will require our




