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that there would mo longer be &

theze was not &
ollc Separate school
thereafter be closed,
closed under the

such statute as the one he had quoted
time been unable to
understand wby in the larger centres—
for example in the city of Toronto, where
the schools were practicall
there had not been more religious eduea.
parted, Thaere was no reason why
If there waa all the

fa tMe Provinos constituencies in which
the Roman Catholics were either in &
majority or mearly 50, and others in which
they formed a very large proportion of the
electorate, and he intended to take these
constituencies to demonstrate thst in
the election of 1879, even after these
smendments, the hon, geatleman bad
av mnearly a3 might be one-half the
Ia Dandes bis
porter was electod (Mc. Broder) The
Romsn Citholis vote fn that constitu.
one, and they largely
eu aud still support him,
though not in such numbers now as they
did in the election of 1879.
they be expected to do so now, when, as
it would seem, the

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION THOUGHT

power he would bs at the meroy of those
who formed the strongest pact, the very

a8 they would be if, under such
tion, they would ba found submittiog to
that which wascontrary to thele
and faith and religlon? Now, so far se
the general queation was concerned, it was
sometimos asked by those who claimed to
belong to the “Equal Righta” party, “Why
should the Romsn Citholics have any
rights which we have not 1" He did not
zead the law as saying that Protestants
cou'd not estsblish
read quite the contrary,
fact there were nine
PROTESTANT SEPARATE SCHOOLS

{n this Pcovince, and, as be read the law,
they could be established iu every city,
town and village to-morrow, and estab-
ltshed by far more easy methods as to con-
trol, as to the giving of notlce and as to all
that concerned the machinery of the
schools, than couli Roman Cathollc Separ-
ate echools. He would quote from the
Protestant Separate School Ast on thls
polnt, because they bad heard it stated
that there was no such thing as
catablish Psotestant Separate schools ex.
cept under certaln exceptionsl circum.
Section 1 of this Act eald:
“Upon the application in wrltlag of five
of familles resideat 12 any
town or {ncorporated vil-
otestante, the Municipal
Oouncil of the sald townabip, ot the Board
of School Trustees of any such city, town
or incorporated village, shall authorize the
establisbment therein of one or more
Separate schools for Protestants ; and upon
the application of five or more heads of
famiifes resident in any towashlp, city,
town or lncorporated viliage, belng colored
people, the Councll of such towaship or
the Board of School Teunastees of aay such
city, town or lucor|
suthorize the establishmeat thereln of one
or more Saparate echools for eolored
people, and in every such case such Coun
cil or Board, as the case may be, shall pre
scribe the limits of tho saction or sections
The hon. geatleman
read on to the 6.h and 7:h sections with.
Theee two clauses prce
vide: “In any city or town the persone
who made application, acsording to the
provisions of, section 2 of thls Act, may
have a Saparate echool in each ward or in
two or more wa:ds united, as the said
persone may judge expedient.” Then the
7.h: *No Protestant Separate school shall
bo allowed In any echool sectlon, exce
when the teacher of the Pablic school
such section is a Roman Catholic.”
Fraser remarked that this was the only
restriction contaloed thzoughout the Act
as to the general power.

Me. Meredith—Hear, bear.
Me, Fraser sald hls hon.
“hear, hear,” bat this restrictlon ounly
applicd to the csse of raral

siogle Roman Oath
that would the day
and they could not be
w, he would point
point of the whole school lew
of this Province was to be found. It was
found in & couple of sections of the Pub
They were usually
known ss the compulsory sections. Sec
tlons 209 and 210 of the Pablic Schools
Act were tha only sections under which,
by any law of this Province hitberto
passed ornow in operation, an
guardian of & child was com
the child to school at all.
take the pareut's or gusrdlan’s rates or
taxes, and compel them, whether poor or
pay towarde the support of &
school, bat under those two sectione, which

Wit those o
We live beside eac!

other day b{ ‘1"’5—

but se [

sweet woﬁl"‘ll:.‘i"lh Just in 00"
By e commonplace of common there should not be.
Bomoashs 3t tendency towards union of the Protestant
denomlnations which it was stated there
was, would it not be possible where there
were no Roman Oatholle puplls, snd
where the children of various
denominations were together, that there
should be more rellglous education, and
that it could be agreed upon.
not if he would, nor dare not if he could,
close his eyes to the fact that agnosticlem
and athelsm were spreading a great deal
io the world, and that theee did not come
from the farm, the hamlet or the town-
ship, but from the
population ; and would 1z not be a good
thing, instead of tryig to abolish Separ-
ate achools, if the Ciorlstian Oburches of
this Province, where they have the oppor
tunity, without sny demur belng made,
were to introduce into these Public uchools
more of the religious teaching which in
the end might save a great many from
drifting from Christianity into the paths
of agnosticism or athelsm, or any of the
other lams to which he had referred. Tae
speaker next proceeded to give the reasons
why the Opposition leader had entered
upon this crusade against Separate schools,
8 did not think he needed to go further
than his friend’s London speech to find
The hon. gentleman had
been In this chambar during the time that
all these varlous amendments had been
g was anything that
friende bossted

out of sight and out of reach they
'hose close, lf‘imm friends who loved us

And sitiing in the shadow
Alone with loneliness and sore berefl,
th vain regret, of some fond

d
That :::- we might have said and they have
heard.

e Schools Aect.

aparate schools,
As & matter of

For weak and poor the love that we ex-

Now ’nom_. beside the vast sweet uncon-

And Sight ihe deeds we did, 10 those un-

m‘:-':':h the service spent, to ireasure

And undeserved the praise for word and

Theat should have overfiowed the simple
need.

THAT

his only chance of euccess lay in drlving
out the (latholles from his party ln the
hope that he might gathez in suffistent of
others to compensate bim, or more than
compensate bim, for thelrloes. Hla policy
was one of desporation,

reat centres of the
CORNER-STONR OF THS

and which directed whether & parent or
guardisn might or might not educste the
child, thers was nothing to compel bim to
send the child to any particular school.
Section 209 sald :
disn of every child, not less than seven
ears nor more than thirteen years of age,
s required to cause such ch!
Pablic sehool, or any other school in
which elementarv instraction is glven, for
the period of 100 days in each Public
school year, unless there be some reason-
able excuse for non attendance.” 8o that
the parent or guardisn was not bound by
any law that was in exlstence now to send
his child to any particular school, and
they could mot in this Province enforce
any law to compel the parerts to do so,
becanse intelligent Protestants would not
baving regard to thelr own proper privi-
leges aud Iiberties as
enactment of such a law.
waa cnly under this clause that there was
compulsion, and this clause applied
to children between seven and thir-
teen years of sge, sud under it the child
might be sent to any school whatsoover
where clementary instruction was given.
The next clause proceed:d :
shall not be required to attend a Public
school if such cnild is under suffizlent ele-
mentary lnstruction in some other manaer,
or if such child has beea prevented attend-
ing school by slcknaea or other unavoldable
cause, or if there s no Pablic school which
such child can attead within two mlles,
measured accordlng to the mearest road
feom tho residencs of such cbild, if uader
e, and within three miles it
" S3, he said agaln, that
when people talced about aboliehlng Sap.
arate schools, when it was sald thata
CRUSADE WAS TO BE LED BY THE
hon. member for London looki
end, he told them that if the
came when that declsion would bs reached
by this Legislature, if they ever put the
people of the minority in the same position
as thev found themselves in the State of
New York, where, belog compelled to pay
towards the Pablic schools, they at the
ssme time voluntarily, because of their
faith, had established schools of their own
—he eald to them ahead of time, If ever
that time did come, if ever such a law was
brought into operation, it would be the
stealiog—for he could not use any other
phrase—from the Roman Catholic mlnor.
ity money for the support of schools to
which they could not coneclentiously send
What else could it bei
Under a compaet, as solemn as compact
could be made, smented to by the old
Province of Upper Oanads, first formu-

WHOLE BYSTEM,

Havliog falled at
this last chancs was to be
t. Feaser returned to o
review of the results of the electlon of
He showed how in Emex North,
in Glengarry, In Huron East, io Lanark,
in O:tawa, in Peterborough West, in
Prescott. in Rasmsell, in Stormont, in
North York, etc., In sixteen constituen:
cles in all where the Roman Catholic vote
{s efther in the majority or forms a very
important factor in the contest, that vote
ten years ago, so far from being, as was
now charged, a unit in [favor of the Lib.
erals, was, s0 far as could be gathered,
much more in favor of the Opposition
than of the Giveroment.
places the Roman Catholle vote had elther
secured the elect'on for Mr, Meredith of &
was in several cases a
Roman Catholic himself, or had farnished
a large proportion of the support which
the Coneervative cacdidate had secured.
In Essex South Mr. Wigle had been re
turned to support Mr. Meredith, and in
McMaster, one of bis
warmes: and most talented supporters,
bad been elected, both of them recelving
the bulk of the Roman Catholic vote.
Mr. Lees had been returned for Lanark
nomioally as an Independent, though he
seemed upon coming into the House to
forget that he bad ever seen such & word
as “independent,” and bad been constantly
votlog for Me. Meredith, He, too, had
had the largest share of the Roman Catholic
vote of that constituency.
the Ruman Catholic vote was not in &
masjority, it was close upon it.
Manhood Saffrage Act he belleved it
would bs in a majority,
ency seui a Riman Catholic to su
Me. Moredith, 1n the person of Mr. B
ville, and 83 with other places named ;
and, more than that, the Conservative can-
didate, defeated or vietorious, had almost
{nvarlably recelved the laiger share of the
Roman Catholic vote of these constituen.-
Altogether there were five Roman
Oatholic members supporting Mr. Mere.
dith in the Parllament that ceased in 1883

Me. Fraser thea told the story of the
election of 1883, showlng that the result
waa practically the same, the larger pro-
portion of the Roman Catholic vote being
stlll cast on the Conservative side.
wall returncd Mr. Ross, with the ald of &
mejority of the Riman Oatholic wote ;
Esex North, Mr. White, 8 Roman Cath.
olic; Weet Kent returned Mr, O.ancy, a
Roman Cathollec; in Lanark the ‘“inde
pendent” Me. Lses was sgain returned,
and all of them chicfly or largely by the
ald of the Roman Cathelic vote.
Kingston Mr. Metcaife shared the R)man

Thie is the cruel cross of life, to be

Full-visioned only when the ministry

Of death has been fuifilled

some dear presence is but empty space.

hat recollected services ean then

Glve hu.an’l&uuon for the “might have
n

HON. C. F. FRASER'S §PERCH

ON THE SEPARATE SCHOOL

The Conservative Party and the
Ro::an Catholic Vote.

The following 1s a report of the apeech de-
esdsy evening, March 25:h,
1890, in the Leglslaive Assembly, by Hon.
C.F. Feaser, Commissioner of Pablic Works,
during the discusion on the amendments
to the Separate Sshool Act,as proposed by
Mer. Meredith and his supporters :

Hon. Mr. Fraser followed close upon
Mr, Meredith, and was recelved with
pplause as he rose. Mr. Mezedith,
had started out all right appsr
ently, but had not gone far before it was
manifest that, whatever else his intention
‘was, hie Was bent on making an appeal to
a certain class In this Province which
might possibly tide bim over to the Gov.
ernment slde of the House,
dith ssked what could be the motives
which would induce him to take that poel-
tion. Why, even the page behind him
could tell him, it was so self -evident. He
(Me. Fraser) bad hoped that Mr, Meredith
would confioe himself to & discuselon of
the bills before the House, but he had
taken the House very far afield, dealing
with the whola question of Separate
schools, and, therefore, he (Mr Fraser)
would also have to go farther afield than
be had intended to.

arents, permit the

rated village, shall | not a slugle item of leglslation that his

eye had not ecaaned ; that he was there
to put the dots over the 1’s and the crosses
over tha t's ; that he never falled to un-
earth and detect anythin
doubtful or improper tendency, and that
any particular provielon that required
amending he invarlably pat right.
it muet be a very greac humiliation to
him to be ¢compelled to practically say that
these Separate school amendments had
House without
his diecovering anything wrong or im.
proper or unfalr |
Feaser) thought he found the reason for
his (Mr. Meredith’) position now in what
he bad referred to to-day as
THE “85LID VOTE,”
and that, as the Roman Oatholics were
ageinet him and in favor of the Liberal
Goverament of Oatarlo, he had nothing
to gain from that part of the electorate,
and could afford to take such a course as
would give him increased support from
Protestant recruits,
denied that there was any such thing, or
ever had been such a thing, as a eolld
Romao Catholic vote in this Province or
Even the clergy were
divided, and there had never been a time
durlog which the Roman Catholic vote
for any party or parties bad been solld or
Not only the laity were
divided, but the clergy were divided in
thelr politics, and the Blshops also, jast
as they had a right to be.
some foatures of the political hlstory of
far as it concerned
Roman Catholics, which the leader of the
Opposition seemed to have forgotten, and
be begged to remind him of them.
the old days the Catholics were found
supportiog Bsldwin and the Liberals of
that time with an approach almost to
unanimity, and to day the Roman Oatho-
lic allegiance to the Liberal party would
have been about as it was then had it not
been for this Separate School queation.
It was well known that immediately prior
to Confederation they were with the Oon-
servative party. How did they come into
Confederation? They csme in with the
Separate tchool eystem guaranteed, and
when, according to the then views of the
Conservative leaders, the old political
parties disbanded, and the political slate
Next he referred to the call
g of a Roman QOatholic Conventlon in
the City of 1'oronto, which was a Ia
movement prompted largel
ernl way in which the Conservative lead.
ers had treated the Roman Catholic laity
in the matter not alone of the distribution
of the public patronage, but also as re-
spected reprecentation in Parllament.
His hon. friead told him that the Roman
Oatholics had a right to aspire.
had & right to aspire, but it was very
raraly that they got there.
well on the platforms, it went wellat a
convent!on, had a very nice ring about it,
but there was a great unwritten law that
“blood is thicker than water,” and where
it was a matter of competition for a par.
tlcular post it would be found that In the
end there were not many offices for those
WHO FORMED A RELIGIOUS MINORITY.

F:lends of the hou, gentleman, when they
went out into the back school-houses,
were too prone to say the Cathollcs ob.
talned too much; yet, even under this
Liberal G)vernment, desirous as they
have baen to do what was right by the
R)man Oatholles, they had not be enable
to do it, simply because the underlylng
inflaences had been agsinst them.
next movement of any consequence
among the Roman Catholics took place
after the electlon of 1871,
into the Government of Mr. Scost, as
Qommiseioner of Ccown Lands, wailooked
upon by a large section as & certaln coa
cession to whnat they were asking. In
consequence, & still further deviation from
the runks of hon. gentlemen opposite
Later on cams the platform
lald dowa by the Orangemen of this Pro-
vince. In the Grand Lodge of Western
Ontarlo that met at Hamllton In 1876, a
political platform was adopted, which la
quoted in another part of this report.
Ha asked them, in the face of that plat
form, adopted by those who formed the
strength of the Conservative party then
as they did to-day, what might any latel.
ligent Oatholic ba expected to do except
to leave that party.
by reason of tnat platform, there left the
ranks of tha Conservative party a large
body of Catholics, who jolned the Liberal
party and had remaiued with it ever
But they did not all leave, not
There even then probably
remalned more than one.half the Roman
©atholics followlng the hon, gentleman
In order to see whether thelr
soparation from him had come about by
perfectly natural stages, he proposad to
take the returns of the general elections
of 1879 and 1883 and 1886,

of such schoole,” Glengarry Me,

out interruption.

Ha (Me, Fraser)

It would be mecse-
it seemed to him, to clear up a little
He was not at present
golng to follow his hon, friend. He was
not, for instance, at present at all events,
going to discuss what he had to ray about
the hierarchy of the Caurch, nor what he
peclslly to say about Archbishop
His candid oplnion was, as be.
tween the hon, gentleman and Archbishop
Cleary, the latter was able to take care of
and hisimpression was that thescor-
ing which Archblshop Cleary hsd recently
glven him accounted for a good deal of the
apirit of the attack of the hon. gentleman,
(Applause.) Nor was he going to follow
him through other matters with which he
entertalned the House respectlng the
hierarchy, unless at a later moment he
should think it of any consequence so to
do, Itappeared to him feom the London
speech of the hon, gentleman, and still
movre clearly from his speech to-night—
because in his London speech he did not
uite so far as he did to night—together
what the member for Toronto, hls
first lleutenant, who occupled a seat beslde
him on the platform on the occasion of his
speech at London, had eald durlog & pre-
ceding debate—and together with the
speech of the member for Maekoka and
the resolutions passed at West Toronto
Junction, the Convention at which Mcr.
Clendenan was nominated only very re-
cently—taking these things all together, it
waa tolerably clear that they had heard the
FIRST GUN IN THE CRUSADE
which was intended to accompllish the
abolitlon of Separate schools,
had better see now where they were, what
Separate schools really meant, what prin-
ciple was Involved fa them, how thelrsup-
porters might or might not be concerned,
and what the school law provisions were.
The general impression seemed to be that
‘when a man became a supporter of a Pub
il school or of a Separate school, what was
meant by that wa: that he was compelled
to send his children to a Public or Separ
ate achool, as the case m'ght ba.
not read the law as meaning auything of
the kind, When they talked of a Publle
school supporter it meant no more than
thie, that he was paying a certaln amount
to the support of a Publlc school to which
he need not send his children at all.
matter of fact,so far as the law of the
Province of Ontario wae concerned, every
Separate school supporter could, though
he were required to pay taxes to a Public
school, etill send his children toa Separate
school. The public miod must be dis-
abused of the ides that he could not do
thie, because the public mind was greatly
mistaken on that polnt.
law to compel a man to send his child to
‘any particalar school, and there was no
such law in any land on this continent, or
in any civilized land in the world. All the
hon. gentleman would succeed in dolng, If

cltles, towns and vlllages,
might have been a very good reason in
the minds of those framiag this law why
there should not be a second Protestant
school in a rural school section where
already there was onc taught by a Protes.
Section 8 sald:
cliies, towns, incorporated villages and
townehip Publlc school sections, in which
Saperate schools exist, every Protestant
or colored percoa (ss the case may be)
sending children to such & school, or sup
porting the eame by subacribing thereto
annuslly an amount equal to the

in the Dominfon,

the Province, so

did not exist, must have been rated in
order to obialn the sanual Leglslative
Pablic echool grant, shall be exempt from
the payment of all rates imposed for the
support of the Pablic schools of such city,
town, Incorporated village and school
section respectively, and of all rates Im-
nosed for the purpcse of obtaluing the
ablic school graut.”

Mz, Meredith—That is a condition also,
There is no such condition i regard to
the Roman Catholic Separate achools,

M:, Fraser—No, but this {s more lib.
eral. It does mot require any notice.
em pointiog out that there is no more
technizality put in the way of Protestant
Separate echool supportera. Mr, Fraser
re read the clause together with the next
succeedlog one, which is as follows : “The
exemption from the payment of school
rates, as herein provided, shall not extend
beyond the perfod durlag which such
persons send children to, or subscribe as
aforesald for the support of such Sapar-
school ; nor shall the exemption
extend to echool rates or taxes impacsed,
or to be imposed, to pay forschool houses,
the erection of which was undertaken or
entered into before the establishment of
such Separate school.”
man asked the House to mark that the
word “nercin,” as used here, would show
what was meant by the preceding section.
So that under this law which related to
Protestant Separate schools, there was no
necessity for any notice at all, except the
original petition, and thereafter any per-
son might become a supporter, not being
bound by any particular date, or any par-
ticular rule; but, so long as he chose
to make a contribution, he was exempt
from the rate that flawed to the ordinary
In quoting the other
clauses, he stated that 1a one respect the
Act was less generous, 1f he might use the
because once & msn became a
Romaa Catholic Separate school supporter

ratified by the Im-
perlal Parlisment aod the Parliament
of Oaneds, the pledged falth of the whole
people of this country was given that the
minority should be allowed to retaln these
Separate echools, and why should the
jeopardised when they bad done mnot
to deserve the jeopardising of them?
What had they done? he should llke to
aik the hon, gentleman.
those who said the puplls were inferlor.
bat where wera they luferior, or how?
In what line of life wasit? The Sapar:
ate schools of thls Psovince were fifty
yeare old, Thaey had been guaranteed to
the mincrity now by the Britleh North
quite a quarter
He would llke 1o ask
what class of the giadnates wero afrald
to face the mejrity cf thelr fellowmen
in this Province of Oatarlo 7 He thougkt
that was the best test of what the sjstem
Taey might aseert mere thoo
rles and say the Separate school teachers
had not certificates, but the practical and
beneficlal fruits of the Separate school
system were seen in every walk of life,
and, comparing the position of the Separ
ate school minority with that of twenty-
five years ago, thelr position bad distinctly
advanced. Take the bar, take the pulpit,
take the bench, take the merchant’s desk,
take any rank or walk of citizenship, and,
bearleg In mind thelr proportion and
numbers, would not thoss educated in
Separate echools bo found
TO BE THE EQUALS OF THOSE

who were presumad to ba better educated
because they eame from Public echools?
He did not say they were any better.
was not because they sald they were any
better that they maintained these achools,
but because they belleved that thelr young
children growlog up should be edacated
day by day In their religlon,
they dolng in the Ualted States? There
nearly & milllon of the Komaa Catholle
children attended what ase called Paro~
chial achools, ani these were supported
out of the pockets of the Rayman Oatholle
ratepayers, who had to pay besides towards
supporting the other common or Pablic
echools of the country.
chial echools were increaslng, and only
recently there had been a more energetlc
move ia the direction of iucreasing them
in feco of the fact tha those who sup.
ported them had to pay two rates.
in face of this, when they were pledged to
this eyatem, when {t was doing no harm
and educating the puplls just as falrly as
the Pabllc achool system, when the gradu
ates were in all respects the equals of
thelr fellows from the Puablic echools, what
pretext could thore be fur the abolition of
the Saparate school aystem unless it was to
steal and pllfer from the minority ! There
could be no possible end gained, save this,
and one had but to glauce at what was
golug on In the Ualted States to-day to
fiad abundant proof for his assertion,
There, where they had no Separate school
law at oll, the Roman Oatholles were
carrying on their own syatem of edusatton,
nod the same thlug would occur here,
Did they think the Ryman Cathollc min.

Me, Metcalfe—They are orthodox there
yot. (Laughter.)

Me. Fraser—Yes; my hon, friend is
prepared to admit that in spite of the
ramors that are abroad it is not true, so
far a3 Kiogeton 1s concerned, that the
Ryman Cathollcs have left the Conserva-
tive party—not even with Archbishop

M:, Matcalfa—Ha 1s the best man they

M:. Feazer, la eontinuing, briefl 7 showed
that in O:itawa Mr. Baskerville had been
returned, in Prescott the Conservative
candidate got 95 per cent. of the Roman
Oatholic vote, and Russell and Stormont
both sent supporters ef Me. Mecedith t»
the House. Taue, sald Mc, Fraser, he had
demonstrated that down to 1836, so far as
R)man Cstholles were concerned, not with-
atanding all that had baen sald about the
alliance between tho Government and the
R)man Oatholic hierarchy, notwithstand-
ing that it had been ‘sald that the Roman
Catholic lay vots wglid go to the polls tn
a eolld mass, notwithstanding that it had
been called the ‘‘sheep” vote, notwith.
standlog all these and varlous other
slanders, down to that time, at least, they
found a goodly half of the Romaa Catho-
ltes of the country
gentlemen opposite, and several support-
ing them in the House,
there was zeason why they should not be
If the leader of the

et T e
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Tae hon, gentle-

supporting hon.

found dolag eo
Opposition had not
MOUNTED THE PROTESTANT HORSE
he had at least put on the boots and
Brother Willlam Bail
would not otherwlse have told them what
he had the other day in the clty.
Romaa Citholic people were no idlots or
They koew and scanned the
politics of the country ani could read be.
tween lines and see the sigas of the times.
If these told anything in the electlon of
1886 it was this—that, looking at what
had baen said from tha pablic platforms in
Toronto, platforme on which Mc. Mare.
dich’s chief lleutenants had baen soms of
the speakers, the time had coma for thelir
dapariuce from hls political elde la larger
numbers than ever before,
any P:otestant

R

fastenad his spurs.

e g

COULD NOT WITHDRAW EXCEPT
he had given notics before a certaln time
in the year of his intention.
were on the statute book of the P:ovince
provislons more ample and more liberal
for the establishment of Protestant Separ-
ate schools than there were for the estab-
lishment of Roman Oatbolic Saparate
1t was no answer to his argun.
ment that Protestants had not avalled
themselves of the law.
this statute was mainly for the purpose
of showling that those who said Roman
Catholles enjoyed a privilegs that was
not extended to others were entirely mis-
He cou!ld mnot quite understand
why Protestant Separate schools had not
been established, unless it was that Pro-
testants were a large majority 1a the Peo-
vince, and that, conmtrolling the Public
schools as they did, they should ba quite
content to have them as thelr system.
Bat there were cases where Protestant
Saparate schools had been established.
There were uine in the Province of
Oatatlo, whers, until two or thres years
ago, the teacher’s right to teach could
have besa a simple certificate from the
trustees Without even the formuls of an
Bat, suppose there was no

o

And these paro-

IN DESTROYING THE RIGHTS AND
privileges now enjoyed by law in respect
of Separate schools, would be to compel
those of the Ryman Catholls religlon—just
as they were belng compelled across the
lines—to pay for the support of Pabilc
schools to which thsy could mnot con-
eclentlously eend their children, and to
carry on besides achools, which, to all in-
tents and purposes, would be the same as
the Separate schools of to-day.
the hon. gentleman, with reepect to the
300,000 people of this Province formiog
its religlone minority, who were coun-
cerned in this question of Separate schools
from the standpolnt of thelr religlon, and
to whom It was a matter of consclence—
who, when they alded in supporting
Saparate schools wars bat dolog thas
which their falth aad religious botie? ra.
quired them to do—he toll bim thas,
should they ever repeal theso provisions,

Hls reference to

O I P

the Opposltien or the G.vernwment, and
that had been assailed as the Romw
Catholls denomlaation had baea thea by
the party It was glvlog its support to,
would have deserted thac party, Govera-
moent or Opposltion, and rightly s,
wonder the Qonsarvative party had lost a
considerable portion of the Ryman Catho.
Mr. Meredith had driven them

Hos had done o because at the
very lass mlnute he thought he saw his
He thoughi chis great Pro-
testant Province of Outarlo could be
aroused by rellglous prejadices
ha had pretended no hoatllity to the min-
ority, yet the minority bad concluded from
all that he had sald, and that had been
sald by his followera, that if he got int>

In 1876, therefore,

of thew, that thele priests had more time
at thelr disposal, and were otherwise better
fitted than many laymen were, for taking
an ective part in defending the rights that
had been guaranteed to the R yman Catho-
. lc minority la thls respect. They were

heakbone of his politicsl pacty. Brother ]
Wm, Bell had told them that he Intended
mounting the Protestant horee, En—
THR PROCLAMATION HAD BEEN expected |
made. Everybody who could uuderstand ticular]
the English langusge understood from: Gaoted zm
what bad been announced that Mr, Mare. the your
dith was prepared to vote for sush au Roman Ok
amendment to the Constitution as would found the
Kive to the Legllature the right to deal the sohoa
with Separate schools, and If this power they woul
were obtalned by him .there could be no wets who
doubt, after wiiat ho had sald there that they do g
night that he could not, if he wished to by day,
be considered an honest man, do other- month, | t
wite than endeavor to abolish Separate approve |
schools, But even {n 1886, in spite of all - But there
that had been eaid, avd with 8> much that the Roma
could be read between the llnes of lhie sight of.
manifesto that year, with the evident ten- ’ i was callec
dency of the statements made on his what sort
behalf through the country by his candi- would be,
dates, atill there was no solld Ryman Csth- Owen 8o
olic vote o the Province of{Oatarlo. Mr, Brother
Meredith had not so lnfa o share of it as and his B
before, but, even with things as they were, Clarke),
with the evident trend of kls own mind, (Mr, Mo
with his evident antsgoniem to the Roman would be
Catholic minority of the Provincs, there ecutive ¢
were still thonsands of Romsan Catholic (Loud Is
votes cast for bim through Oatarlo. In Mr. Fi
Essex North, Mr. White was defeated by a mistak
Me, Pacaud, but Mr, White recelved the Lodge,
vote of his co-religionlsts, Mr White, by Mr, Fr
the way, Mr. F.aser pointed oat, was the perhaps
particular Roman Catholic who was taken door, an
round to the varlous constituencies to But, he
straighten things out, Catholic
MR. MEREDITH WAS ASHAMED more tha
at this time to show anoy more than hie Grand Lt
boots and spurs, and he did'nt waut to tives as
risk too mnch on them ; s, while ha was London
dolng all he could to lncceate the number Roman
of his Protestant supporters, Mr. White they wer:
waa sent around to try and keep the Roman counsels
Cathollcs together, Mr. Fraser then Roman C
repeatad the story of how, while he was be a trs
golng rourd in this way, Mr White hap- and wou
pened to get into a church one day whilea to do if
service was on, and, upon the kneeling of Mr. Mer
the congregation, Mr. White had kuelt, doubt tk
too, and the prayer happened to be forthe some wh
success of Mr. White’s opponents. Mr, uot reac
White, no doubt, prayed as heartlly as do his be
anybody, and his prayer was answered, for back, wh
his oppoaects were successful  After that such a G
let nobodv doubt the efficacy of prayer, alwayssu
ssid Mr. ¥raser. The bon. ({)mmiuloner and the
recounted the several other constituenclee enough—
which retalned even in 1886 a good share. lucky—t
of the Romsn Catholic vote. When he what oth
came to Kent, he remarked that his bon. could be
friend, Mr. Claucy, a Rymaa Catholic bim- opposite
self, had been still returned for that con— entered
28 he m
Mr, Clincy broke In with, “Yes, fn spite echeol
represen
Mr. Fraser rald, “I was on my back on 4 him. 0
a elck bed a the time, so 1don’t see how Fraser
the hon. geatleman can say in spite of me. marks
If I had been able to do anythivg I might the mile
bave succeeded in reducing hs two or baviog b
three of & majority 8o much that he would {nan opp
not have go: back here at ail,” :;°“°' th
Me. Fraser proceeded to show that even 058 Are
at the election of '86 he could peint to | E“?o":’(
fifteen or twenty constituencies in the ) el:}l;\
Province where the Roman Cathollc vote ' lAnd g
was largest, and demonstrate that that .brle t" S
vote had not been irfluenced eltker ome ? i
way or the other by the Roman hierarchy. b z" WO
The Roman Oatholic minority were not ¥ ;Ip""]
slaves or bondemen in the exerclse of their Mh Mj
They voted as independently r. Fr
as the Protestants, It was an lnsult, and hear.
sn offeneive insult, to tay they did other- time ago
wise. They did not require the ballot to to 'h“"l‘,
Ko doubt in some constite to say
tuencles the eccleslestics had exerclsed member
thelr influcnce, just as many of the Pro- Governn
testant clergy had done. He dld not hear glelclorn
very much sald agalnet the political ser- Sl
mons that were preached from Protestant archy ar
pulpita on bshalf of the Cinservatives eo luppOl:'
frequently, but if the Roman Oatbolic mp;"'b
priests had done the like the Orange lodgee oouid be
woald be blae with denunciation. The &
Roman Catholic clergy had the same S90)) o
aights as the Protestant clergy. He was not sanction
protestiog sgalnst the use the Protestant b
clergy pus these rights to. Ministers and apy‘msn
priests had the right to use their icflaence '“",“"]e i
jast as other men did. He knew no fil 'hm
reason why they should not be permitted ;n "bel
to exprees thelr opluion just ae other men t TS o
Yet Mr Meredith, only in his recent :" or"nt
L)ndon speech, had taken a elash at Arch. ;0“ y l‘
blshop Cleary for using bis inflaence, and noln ']
had carefully refrained from mentioning Q'd“_ ae,u
the Protestant clergymen who had ’ﬁ a0
preached sermons on his behalf in London d'f e
puipits on a certaln Sundsy shortly pre- tl emna
ceding the last general election. e;')
Mr. Meredith said he had never even i °'1'en°
heoard of them, :g? _“;
Mc, Fraser said they weresreported in A l: piosid
the press at all events, and must have cug.um
been delivered, No doubt priests of the e:r'hmtl
Roman Catholic minority had exercised 2 t_e
toeir right similarly, Toey had a right b
Mny of them had used their o
inflaence against hon. gentlemen oppo- .mz,o
How could they have expscted ann ;
them to do otherwize when the conflict ) el :
came to what it was in 1886, or, atill el
more, what it bad come to now, when it m!)lp:'o s
had become a “battle of the schools,” as :;: .‘ s
it had been styled the other day by the I RS Wa
hon. member for Toronto (Mr, H. E. = H"
Clarke), an hon, gentleman whom he (s e:ln
supposed would be one of those likely gvowe ¢
to form a Government if ihey were re- ,:;ﬁ:"f
turned to poweri He (Mr. Clarke) had | % » 'I
said that Separate schools would have to 1 R ke
be tolerated until the Legislature got the i o
pow~er 1o ubohsh them. Taere was no grol::se
reason then for Roman Catholic clergy Y gwere
aocting otnerwise thau they had donme, \ xl"eaist t
Aotuated us they were from religious they h
belief, they would be traitors to their no:’ "
Caurch it they did ; false to their owa i ncholt))::
couscientious coavictions and to the ) they a
Oaurch of which they were priests and B cri y le
ministers if they did not, 8o far as lay in H 'i‘hsll')e
their power, teek to prevent the L Greeks
ABOLITI)N OF THOSE SCHOOLS bearing
of whica tney thought so much, aad the itlereg
matntaining of which was with them a from t
matter of falth and coneclency They The ge
wers not to ba blamed elther for their nmegd
active participation 1a matters relating to hide tk
They would have been more them |
readily blam:d by the Romaa Catholic Oatholi
minority if they had not displayed this picion
activity, The Roman Catholic minority them,
expected them to do this, Taey felt, many Fraser
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