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the catholic record. MAY M, I860.6
power he would be et the metey of thoee 
who formed the itrongret pert, the very 
backbone of hie political petty. Brother 
Wm, Bell bed told them thet he Intended 
mounting the Proteatent horse.

van proclamation bad bibb 
mode. Ererybody who could under»tend 
the English language understood from 
whet bed been Announced thet Mr. Mere
dith wee prepered to vote for such en 
Amendment to the Constitution es would 
give to the Legleleture the right to detl 
with Seperete schools, end If this power 
were obtelncd by him .there could be no 
doubt, After wLet he hed eeld there thet 
night thet he could not, if he wlehed to 
be considered en honest men. do other
wise then endeavor to ebollsh Seperete 
schools. But even in 1886, In spite of ell 
thet hed been sell, end with so much thet 
could be reed between the lines of hie 
menlfesto thet yeer, with the evident ten
dency of the etetemente mede on hie 
behelf through the country by hie ceudl- 
detee, still there wee no solid Romeo C«th- 
oltc vote In the Province oflOoterlo. Mr, 
Meredith hed not to lerge e there of It et 
before, but, even with things et they were, 
with the evident trend of hit own mind, 
with hie evident entegonlem to the Romen 
Cithollc minority of the Provlnci. there 
were still thoueende of Romen Cetholie 
votes cost for him through Onterlo. In 
Essex North, Mr. White wet defeeted by 
Mr. Peceud, but Mr. While received the 
vote of hie eo-religionists. Mr White, by 
the wey, Mr. F.eier pointed out, wet the 
percenter Roman Catholic who wee taken 
round to the various constituencies to 
straighten things out.

MB. MEREDITH WAS ASHAMED

In this Province constituencies in which 
the Roman Oethollee were either In e 
majority or nearly to, end others In which 
they formed a very Urge proportion of the 
electorate, end he Intended to Uke these 
eonetltuenciee to demonstrate thet In 
the election of 1879, even after these 
amendment», the hon. gentlemen bed 
as nearly as might be one-half the 

la Dundee hi» sup- 
sorter wee elected (Mr. Brader ) The 
Ismen Cithollc vote In thet eonetltn- 

eocy wee e Urge one, and they lsrgely 
supported him then nnd still support him, 
though not In such numbers now ns they 
did In the election of 1879. How eould 
they be expected to do eo now, when, ne 
It wmld seem, the
LK1DEB OP THE OPPOSITION THOUGHT

each etetato at the one he had quoted 
he had for a long time been unable to 
underetend why In the Urges cents 
for exemple In the elty of Toronto, where 
(ho eehoole were 
there bad not been

so that there would no longer bo • orlty were going to be soeh sneaks, or 
Separate School Act, there wss not a make of thomsclvsj each palpable towards 
tluU Roman Catholic Separate school as they would be If, under each proroca

aasïSjSïjfïSïïïu
STJS3
HSXSg:ilÜÜïïWWlie Ssboola Act. Tb«y were ususlly should the Romsn OiChoMci h»?e eoy 
known es the eoœpuleory sections. Sec rights which we here not 1 He did not 
tlone 209 and 210 of the Public Schools read the law as saying that Protestants 
Aot wars tbs only sections under which, could not establish Separate schools. He 
by any law of this Provlooe hitherto tesd quite the contrary. As a matter of 
pissed or now io operation, any pnrsnt or fact there wore nine 
guardian* of a child was compelled to send paotkstant separate schools
the child to school at all. They could In this Province, end, a. be reed the lew, 
take the parent’s or guatdlen’e retea or they could be established In every city, 
Uxee, end compel them, whether poor or town end village to morrow, and Utah, 
rteh, to pay towards the .apport of e llsbed by far more euy methods se to eon- 
school, bat under those two .«étions, which trol, e. to the giving of nolle, end e. to ell 
formed the that ooneerned the mnehtuory of the
cohnxr-btons or ths whole strtem, schools, then coull Romen Cithollo Sspnr“ “——— -—barjssjsSihsrfi

I child, then wm nothing to compel him to point, became they bad heard it elated 
s,nd the child to any particular wheel, thet there wss no such thing at pvwer to 

“* I Section 209 said : “The parent or gnat- wtablleh Protestant Seperete schools ex. 
dlnn of every ehlld, not few than seven eept under certain exmptlonel elrcum-
f.“iq^eftotn5weuhht!h!id“"tta^de "Upon the «.plication in writing of five 

. Pabiie lehool, or any other whool In or more betas of families resident In say
HOI, C. Pi FRASER S IPBBGH Which elementsrv Inetruetion Is given, forBVHi v. a. laamwesea ■ I th( i#d of 100 dey, ln each Publie

, whool year, unlaw there bt some reason 
ON THE SEPARATE SCHOOL | able excuie for non attendance.” So that 

QUESTION.

TeejUte.

TneSu eweet word, tbsllle Joel In our 
Bonealta^tatbe commonplace

ipeeeh.
Then ont of sight and out of reach they go— 
Thom close, familiar friends who loved ns
And Siting In the shadow they have left, 
Alone with loneliness and sore bereft.
Wo think, with vain regret, of some fond
That one# we might have said and they have 

heard.

1

practically umulaed— 
more religious educa

tion Imparted. Thera wu no reason why 
there should not be. If there was all tho 
tendency towerde uolon of the Protestent 
denomlontione which It wni elated there 
wee, would It not be poeiible where there 
were no Roman Oatholle pupils, end 
where the children of various Protectant 
denominations were together, that there 
should be mote religious education, sud 
that it eould be agreed upon. Osa could 
not if he would, nor dare not If be eould, 
elow hie eyee to the fact that agnosticism 
and atheism were spreading a great deal 
In the world, nnd that three did not eome 
from the firm, the hamlet or the town
ship, bat from the greet centre, of the 
population ; end would It not be a good 
thing, lniteed of trying to nbollah Separ
ate whoole, if the Cnrutino Ohutchw of 
this Province, where they have the oppor 
tunity, without any demur being made, 
were to Introduce Into these Public schools 
mors of the religious teaching which In 
the end might cave a great many from 
drifting from Ohrlatlenlty Into the path, 
of ngnoetlciim or ethelem, or any of tho 
other tarns to which he had referred. Tan 
speaker next proceeded to give the rewone 
why the Opposition leader bad entered 
upon this crusade against Separate tchoole, 
Ha did not think he needed to go farther 
than his friend’s L ondon speech to find 
the reason. The hon. gentleman had 
been In this ehambar during the time that 
all these various amendments h»d been 
made.
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Catholic vote.

For weekend poor the love that we ex- 
How PSMms, beside the vast sweet ancon- 

,'***d ihe deeds we did, to those un
ie

THAT
hie only chines of aureate ley in driving 
out the V.tholles from hie partv In the 
hope that he might gather iu suffirent of 
others to compensate him, or more then 
compensate him, for their loss. Hie polley 
wee one of desperation. Having failed at 
all other pointe, this last chance wee to be 
taken. Then Mr. Fraser returned to a 
review of the résulta of the election of 
1879. He showed how In Eiaex North,
In Glengarry, In Huron Eut, In Lanark,
In O.tawa, In Peterborough West, In 
Preeeott. In Russell, In Stormont, In 
North York, etc., In alxtcen conititucn 
elw In all where the Roman Cetholie vote 
Is either in the majority or forme a very 
Important factor la the contest, that vote 
ten years ago, so far from being, as wm 
now charged, a unit In (favor of the Lib
erals, was, so fsr as eould be gathered, 
much more in favor of the Opposition 
than of the Government. In ell these at this time to ehow any more then hie 
places the Roman Oatholle vote had either boots and spare, and he dld’nt want to 
secured the elect on for Mr. Meredith of a risk too much on them ; eo, while he was 
follower, who was In several cues a doing all he could to Increase the uumbei 
Roman Catholic himself, or had furnished of his Protestent «apportera, Mr. White 
a large proportion of the support which was sent around to try end keep tbc Roman 
the Conservative candidate bad secured. Catholics together. Mr. Friser then 
In Eisex South Mr. Wigle had been re repeated the etory of haw, while he was 
tnrnei to support Mr. Meredith, end In going round In this way, Mr. White hep- 
Glengarry Mr. McMaster, one of bis pened to get Into a church one day while a 
warmest and most talented enpporten, service was oa, and, upon the kneeling of 
had been elected, both of them receiving the congregation, Mr. White had knelt, 
the bulk of the Romen Catholic vote, too, and the prayer happened to be for the 
Mr. Lees btd been returned for Lsnetk success of Mr. White’s opponents. Mr. 
nominally as an Independent, though he White, no doubt, preyed as heartily as 
seemed upon coming Into the House to anybody, and bis prayer was answered, for 
forget that he bed ever seen inch a word his opposants were successful After that 
ae “independent,” and had been constantly let nobody doubt the s liicacy of prayer, 
voting for Mr. Meredith. He, too, bed said Mr. Fruer. The bon. Commiiilonet 
had the largest share of the Roman Cnbolic recounted the several other eonstitueuclee 
vote of thet constituency. In Ottawa, If which retained even In 1880 a good «hare 
the Roman Catholic vote wu not In a of the Roman Catholic vote. When he 
msj jilty, It was close upon it. Under the came to Kent, he remarked that hls bon. 
Manhood Suffrage Act he believed It friend, Mr. Clancy, e Roman Catholic him- 
would bo In a majority. This eonetltn. self, had been still returned for that eon- 
ency sent a Rimsn Catholic to support | etltuencv.
Mr. Meredith, m the person of Mr. Bilker 
ville, and io with other places named ; I of yon.” 
and, more then that, the Conservative can- Mr. Fraser said, “I wu on my hick on 
dldate, defeated or victorious, hed almost a sick bed at the time, so 1 don’t see bow 
Invariably received the huger share of the the hon. gentleman can eay In spite of me. 
Roman Catholic vote of these eonetltaen- If 1 had been able to do anything I might 
dee. Altogether there were five Roman have succeeded In reducing hie two or 
Catholic members supporting Mr. Mere- three of a mi j irlty eo much thet he would 
dlth In the Parliament thet ceued In 1883 | not have got oack here at all.”

Mr. Fruer then told the etory of the 
election of 1883, showing that the result I at the election of 86 he could point to 
wu practically the same, the larger pro- I fifteen or twenty constituencies In the 
portion of the Roman Catholic vote being Province where the Roman Catholic vote 
still cast on the Conservative aide. Corn was lsrgest, and demonstrate that that 
wall returned Mr. Roes, with the eld of a vole had not been iifinanced either one 
me j orlty of the Roman Oatholle vote ; way or the other by the Rouan hierarchy. 
Eisex North, Mr. White, a Roman Cath- The Roman Catholic minority were not 
ollc ; West Kent returned Mr. O.ancy, e slave» or bondimen In the exerclie of their 
Roman Catholic ; In Lanark the "lnde frenchlie. They voted u Independently 
pendent" Mr. Lies wu again returned, u the Protestante. It wai an tniult, end 
and ell of them chiefly or largely by the sn offensive insult, to ray they did other- 
aid of the Roman Cathellc vote. In wise. They did not require the ballot to 
Kingston Mr. Metcalfe shared the Roman protest them. No doubt in eome oonatit- 
Cathollc vote. tuencle» the ecelealaatlca bad exercised

Mr. Metcalfe—They are orthodox there their Influence, just as many of the Pro- 
yet. (Laughter.) testant clergy had done. He did not bear

Mr. Fruer—Yes ; my hon. friend Is very mnch said against the political eer- 
ptepared to admit that in eplte of the mini that were preeched from Proteitant 
rnmora that are abroad It le not true, so pulpits on behalf of the C oneervatlves so 
far as Kingston Is concerned, that the frequently, but If the Romen Catholic 
Roman Catholics have left the Conserve- priests had done the like the Orange lodges 
live party—not even with Archbishop I would be blue with denunciation. The 
Cleary there. Roman Catholic clergy hed the seme

Mr. Matcalfe—He Is the brat man they sights u the Proteetant clergy- He was not 
have. protesting against the use the Protestant

Mr. Fraser, la continuing, briefly showed clergy put these rights to. Ministers and 
that in Ottawa Mr. Baekerville had been priests had the right to use their influence 
returned, In Prescott the Conservative just as other men did. He knew no 
candidate got 95 per cent, of the Roman reason why they should not be permitted 
Catholic vote, and Russell and Stormont to express their opinion just as other men 
both sent supportera ef Mr. Meredith ts did. Yet Mr Meredith, only In hls recent 
the House. Tune, said Mr. Fraser, he had L ladon speech, had taken a slash at Arch- 
demonstrated that down to 1886, so far ai bishop Cleary for using hie Influence, end 
Roman Catholics wore concerned, notwlth- had carefully refrained from mentioning 
standing all that had baen said about the the Protestant clergymen who had 
alliance between tho Qovernment and the preached sermons on hls behalf In London 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, notwlthetand pulpits on a certain Sunday shortly pre- 
lng that it had been said that the Roman | ceding the last general election.

Mr. Meredith said he had never even

Aad aught
a»a email the servies epent, to treasure 
And undeserved the praise for word and
That

need.
This la the cruel cross of life, to be 
Fell-visioned only when the ministry 
Of death hae been fulfilled, and In the pin 
Of eome dear presence le bat empty space. 
What rseolleeted services east then Olve eoaeolatlon for the "might bai 

been"?

p, elty, town or Incorporated vil
lage being Protestante, the Municipal 
Council of the «aid township, ot the Botrd 
of School Trustees of any each city, town 
or Incorporated village, shall authorize the 
establishment therein of one or more 
Seperete schools for Protestante ; and upon 
the application of five or more heads of 
families resident la any township, city, 
town or Incorporated village, being colored 
people, the Connell of inch township or 
the Board of School Trustees of aay each 
city, town or Incorporated village, shell 
authorize the establishment therein of one 
or more Separate schools for colored 
people, and In every inch case such Conn 
cil or Board, as the case may be, shell pre 
scribe the limits of the I action or sections 
of such schools,” The hon. gentleman 
read on to the 6.h end 7th sections with
out Interruption. These two clauses pro
vide: “In any city or town the persons 
who made application, according 
provisions of; section 2 of this Act, may 
lave a Separate echool in each ward or lo 
two or mire wards united, ta the said 
nereone may judge expedient.” Then the 
7.h : "No Protestant Separate school shell 
be allowed In any school section, except 
when the teacher of the Public school In 
such section te e Roman Catholic.” Mr. 
Fraser remarked that this was the only 
restriction contained throughout the Act 
as to the general power.

Mr. Meredith—Hear, bear.
Mr. Fraser eald hie hon. friend add 

"hear, hear,” but this restriction only 
applied to tha cue of rural school 
sections, not to the cue of 
cities, towns and villages, and there 
might have been a very good reuon la 
the minds of those framing this law why 
there should not be a second Protestant 
school In a rural school section where 
already there wee one taught by 
tent teacher. Section 8 eald : 
cliice, towns, Incorporated villages and 
township Public school sections, In which 
Separate schools exist, every Protestant 
or colored person (u the case may be) 
leading children to such a school, or sup 
porting the same by subscribing thereto 
annually an amount equal to the earn at 
which such person, If each Separate school 
did not exist, must have been rated In 
order to obtain the annual Legislative 
Public school grant, shall be exempt from 
the payment of all rates Imposed for the 
support of the Public schools of such city, 
town, Incorporated village and school 
section respectively, and of all rates Im
posed for tha purpese of obtaining the 
Public school grant.”

Mr. Meredith—That li a condition also. 
There Is no such condition la tegud to 
the Roman Catholic Separate schools.

Mr. Fraser—No, but this Is more lib
eral. It does not require any notice. I 
am pointing out that theie is no more 
technicality put in the way of Protestant 
Separate school supporters. Mr. Fruer 
re retd the clause together with the next 
succeeding one, which is as follows : "The 
exemption from the payment of school 
rates, as herein provided, shall not extend 
beyond the period during which each 
persons send children to, or subscribe as 
aforesaid for the support of such Separ
ate school ; nor shall the exemption 
extend to school rates or taxes Imposed, 
or to be Imposed, to pay for school houses, 
the erection of which was undertaken or 
entered into before the establishment of 
inch Separate echool.” Toe hon. gentle
man uked the House to mark that the 
word “Benin,” as used here, would show 
what was meant by the preceding section. 
So that under this law which related to 
Protestant Separate schools, there was no 
necessity for any notice at all, except the 
original petition, and thereafter any pot
ion might become a supporter, not being 
bound by eny particular date, or any par
ticular rule ; but, so long as he chose 
to make a contribution, he wu exempt 
from the rate that flowed to the ordinary 
Public tchoola. In quoting the other 
clauses, he stated that in one respect the 
Act was less generous, If he might use the 
term, because once a man became a 
Roman Catholic Separate school supporter

townsbl

the parent or guudlan wu not bound by 
any law that wu in existence now to land 
hie ehlld to eny particular echool, and 

The Coniervative Party and the I they could not in this Province enforce
■toran Catholic Vote. eny law ta compel the parents to do so,■o-t-aa i/aiaoiic vote. I ^ lnteUlge^t prote,tants would not

having regard to their own proper prlvi- 
The following Is a report of the speech de- I leges and liberties ee parents, permit the 

llvared on Tuesday evening, March 25;h, enactment of each e lew. Therefore, it 
1890. in the Legisla te Assembly, by Hod. wu only under this dense that there was 
U.F. Fruer, Commissioner of Public Works, any compulsion, and this clause applied 
during the discussion on the amendments only to children between seven and thlr- 
to the Separate School Act, es proposed by teen year» of age, end under It the chill 
Mr. Meredith and hie eupportera : might be lent to eny echool whatsoever

Hon. Mr. Fruer followed close upon where elementary instruction was given.
Mr. Meredith, and Wu received with The next clause proceeded : "A child 
hearty applause u he rose. Mr. Meredith, shall not be required to attend a Public 
he eald, hed etarted oat all right upper school If such cnlld Is under suffi dent tie 
eotly, but hid not gone far before it wu mentaty instruction In eome other manner, 
Eunifeet that, whatever else hie Intention or If inch child has been prevented attend 
WU he Wu bent on making an appeal to log school by sickness or other unavoidable 
a certain class In this Province which cause, or if there ls no Public school which 
might possibly tide him over to the Gov- such child can attend within two miles, 
ernment side of the House. Mr. Mare meunred acc-rdlng to the neueet road 
dith uked what eould be the motive! from the residence of each child, if under 
which would Induce him to take that poil the age of nine, and within three miles if 
tion. Why, even the peg. behind him over that age.’ So, he said «gain, that 
eould tall him, It wu so self evident. He when people talked about abolishing Sap. 
(Mr. Fruer) bed hoped that Mr. Meredith «ate eehoole, when it wu said that a 
would confine himself to a discussion of I CRUSADE was to be led by the 
the bille before the Home, but he had hon. member for London looking to that 
taken the House very far efield, dealing I end, he told them that If the day ever 
with the whole question of tieoarete came when that decision would ba reached 
aeboola, and, therefore, he (Mr Fraser) by this Legislature, If they ever put the 
would alio have to go farther afield than people of the minority In the same position 
he had Intended to. It would be necee- u thev found themselves In the State of 
mry, It seemed to him, to clear up a little New York, where, being compelled to pay 
u he went along. He wu not at piesent towards the Public schools, they at the 
going to follow hls hon. friend. He wu earns time voluntarily, because of their 
not, for instance, at present at all events, faith, hed established schools of their own 
going to discuss whet he had to lay about —he eald to them ahead of time, If ever 
III hierarchy of the Courch, nor whet he I thet time did come, If ever such s lew was 
had upaelally to any about Archbishop brought into operation, It would be the 
Oleary. Hie candid opinion wu, u be- I stealing—for he could not nee any other 
tween the hon. gentlemen and Archbishop I phrase—from the Rjm&n Catholic minor- 
Cleary, the letter was able to take csre of lty money for the support of schools to 

h»sImpression wm th*t thsscor. I which they could not conscientiously send 
lug which Archbishop Cleary hed recently I their children. What else could It be ? 
given him accounted for a good deal of the I Under a compact, as solemn as compact 
epltlt of the attack of the hon. gentleman. I could be made, assented to by the old 
(Applause.) Nor wee he going to follow Province of Upper Canada, first f)rmu- 
Mlm through other matters with which he Uted by conference, then ratified 
entertained the House respecting the by the people, ratified by the 1m- 
hierarchy, unless at a later moment he perlai Parliament and the Parliament 
should think It of any coneequence eo to I of Oanadi, the pledged faith of the whole 
do. It appeared to him from the London I people of this country was given that the 
epeech of the hon. gentleman, and etill I minority should be allowed to retain these 
more clearly from hls epeech to-night— I Separate schools, and why should they be 
because In hls London speech he did not I jeopardised when they had done nothing 
go quite so fat as he did to night—together I to deserve the jeopardising of them? 
with what the member for Toronto, hls What had they done ? he should like to 
first lieutenant, who occupied a seat beside nik the hon. gentleman. There were 
him on the platform on the occasion of hls I those who said the pupils were Inferior, 
ipeeeh at London, had said during a pre- bat where were they Inferior, or how t 
ceding debate—and together with the In what Hue of life was It? The Sapat 
speech of the member for Muskoka and late schools of this Province were fifty 
the resolutions passed at West Toronto years old. Tney had been guaranteed to 
Junction, the Convention at which Mr. I tho minority now by the British North 
Clendenan was nominated only very re- I America Act for quite a quarter 
oently—taking these things all together, It of a century. He would like to ask 
was tolerably clear that they had heard the I what class of the graduates were afraid 

first gun in the crusadk I to face the msj irltj cf their fellowmcn 
which was Intended to accomplish the I lu this Provloce of Ontario ? He thought 
abolition of Separate schools. So they I that was the best test of what tha sjetem 
had better see now where they were, what I was doing. Tney might assert mere thco 
Separate schools really meant, what prln* I ties and say the Separate echool teachers 
ciple was Involved ih them, how their sup • I had not certificates, but the practical and 
porters might or might not be concerned, I beneficial fruits of the Separate echool 
and what the school law provisions were, system were seen In every walk of life, 
The general Impression seemed to be that I and, comparing the poeitlou of the Sjpar 
when a man became a supporter of a Pub I ate school minority with that of twenty- 
ilc school or of a Separate school, what was five years ago, their position bad distinctly 
meant by that wai that he was compelled I advanced. Take the bar, take the pulpit, 
to send his children to a Public or Separ take the bench, take the merchant’s desk, 
ate school, as the case m'ght be. He did Uke any rank or walk of citizenship, and, 
not read the law aa meaning anything of I bearing In mind their proportion and 
the kind. When they talked of a Public numbers, would not those educated In 
school supporter it meant no more than Separate schools ba found 
this, that he was paying a certain amount to be the equals of those
to the support of a Public school to which I who were presumed to ba better educated 
he need not send hi. children at all. As a because they came from Public schools 1 
matter of fact, so far as the law of the He did not say they were any better. It 
Province of Ontario was concerned, every was not because they said they were any 
Separate school supporter could, though I better that they maintained these school», 
he were required to pay taxes to a Public but became they believed that their young 
school, still send hls children to a Separate children growing up should be educated 
school. The public mlod must be dis- I da/ bv day In their religion. What were 
abused of the Idea that be could not do I they doing in the United States ? There 
this, because the public mind was greatly nearly a million of the Roman Catholic 
mistaken oo that point. There was no I children attended what are called Paro
le* to compel a man to send hls child to chlal schools, ani these were supported 

‘any particular school, and there was no I out of the pockets of the Roman Catholic 
such law In any land on this continent, or ratepayers, who had to pay besides towards 
in any civilized land In the world. All the supporting the other common or Public 
hon. gentlemen would succeed In doing, if schools of the country. And these paro- 
he did incoeed chill schools were Increasing, and only

recently there had been a more energetic 
move In the direction of lucreaalng them 
In face of the fact that those who sup
ported them had to pay two rates. Now, 
in face of this, when they were pledged to 
this system, when It was doing no harm 
and educating the pupils just as fairly as 
the Public school system, when the gradn 
ates were In all respects the equals of 
their fellows from the Public schools, what 
pretext could there be for the abolition of 
the Separate school system unless It was to 
steal and pilfer from the minority 1 There 
could be no possible end gained, save this, 
and one had bat to glance at what was 
going on In the United States to day to 
liod abundant proof for hls assertion. 
There, where they had no Separate school 
law at all, the Roman Uathollcs were

If there wu anything that 
hie friends boasted of mote than 
another, It was that there wai 
not a single Item of legislation that hls 
eye had not scanned ; that he wu there 
to put the dote over the I’» and the crosses 
over tho t's ; that he never failed to un
earth and detect anything that wu of 
doubtful or Improper tendency, and that 
any particular provision that required 
amending he Invariably put right. Now,
It must be a very great humiliation to 
him to be compelled to practically eey that 
these Separate school amendments had 
oused through tha House without 
ill discovering anything wrong or im
proper or unfair la tnem. He (Mr.
Fraser) thought he found the reuon for 
hi. (Mr. Meredith’.) position now in whxt 
he bed referred to to-dey as 

the “solid vote,”
and that, as the Romen Uathollcs were 
against him and in favor of the Liberal 
Government of Ontario, he hed nothing 
to gain from that pert of the electorate, 
end eould afford to take each a course u 
would give him Increased support from 
Protestant recruits. He (Mr. Fruer) 
denied that there wu any inch thing, or 
ever had been each a thing, ae a solid 
Roman Oatholle vote in this Province or 
In the Dominion. Even the clergy were 
divided, and there had never been a time 
daring which the Romen Catholic vote 
for any party or parttee had been eolld or 
nearly solid. Not only the laity were 
divided, but the clergy were divided In 
their politics, and the Bishops also, just 
u they had a right to be. There were 
eome toitures of the political history of 
the Province, so far ai it concerned 
Roman Csthollci, which the leader of the 
Opposition nomed to here forgotten, and 
he begged to remind him of them, fn 
the old days the Catholics were found 
supporting Baldwin and the Liberals of 
that time with an approach almost to 
unanimity, and to day the Romen Catho
lic allegiance to the Liberal party would 
have been about u It wu then hed it not 
been for this Sepuate School qneetlon.
It wu well known that Immediately prior 
to Confederation they were with the Con
servative party. How did they come Into 
Confederation ? They cime In with the 
Separate tchool system guaranteed, end 
when, according to the then viewi of the 
Conservative leaders, the old polltloil 
partiel disbanded, and the political slate 
was clean. Next he referred to the call 
lag of a Roman Oatholle Convention In 
the City of Toronto, which wu a lay 
movement prompted largely by the illib 
eral way In which the Conservative lead- 
era had treated the Roman Catholic laity 
In the matter not alone of the dlztrlbutlon 
of the public patronage, but alio u re
spected representation la Parliament,
Hie hon. ftlead told him that the Roman 
Oathollci had a right to aspire. Yes, they 
had a right to aspire, bat it wu very 
rarely that they got there. It sounded 
well on the platforms, It went well at a 
convention, had a very nice ring about It, 
but there was a groat unwritten law that 
"blood is thicker than water,” and where 
It wu a matter of competition for a (ar
ticular post It would be found thet In the 
end there were not many offices for those 

who formed a religious minority.
Friends of the hon. gentleman, when they 
went out Into the beck school-houses, 
were too prone to lay the Catholics ob
tained too much ; yet, even under this 
Liberal Uivernment, desirous as they 
have been to do what was right by the 
R iman Catholics, they had not be enable 
to do It, simply because the underlying 
Influences had been against them, The 
next movement of any consequence 
among the Roman Catholics took place 
after the election of 1871. The taking 
into the Government of Me. Scott, as 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, was looked 
upon by a large section ae a certain coa 
cession to wnat they were asking. In 
consequence, a still farther deviation from 
the ranks of hon. gentleman opposite 
took place. Later on came the platform 
laid down by the Orangemen of this Pro
vince. In the Grand Ledge of Western 
Ontario that met at Hamilton In 1876, a 
political platform was adopted, which ls 
(looted !u another part of this report.
He asked them, in the face of that plat 
form, adopted by those who formed the 
etreogth of the Conservative party then 
as they did to-day, What might any Intel
ligent Oatholle be expected to do except 
to leave that party. In 1876, therefore, 
by reuon of tnat platform, there left the 
ranks of the Conservative patty a large 
body of Catholics, who joined the Liberal 
party and had remained with it ever 
since. But they did not all leave, not 
even then. There even then probably 
remained more than one-half the Reman 
Catholics following the hon, gentleman 
opposite. In order to see whether their 
separation from him had come about by 
perfectly natural stages, he proposed to
take the returns of the general elections all that he had said, end that had been 
of 1879 and 1883 and 1886. There were said by his followers, that If he got Into

to the
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Mr. CVney broke In with, “Yte, la spite

Mr. Fruer proceeded to ehow that evena Proies- 
“In all

Cithollc lay vote wdtiid go to the polls In 
a solid mass, notwithstanding that it had I hoard of them.
been called the "sheep” vote, notwlth- Mr. Fraser said they were»reported in 
standing all these and various other the press at all events, and must have 
slanders, down to that time, at leut, they been delivered. No doubt priests of the 
found a goodly half of ths Roman Catho • Roman Catholic minority had exercised 
lies of the country enpporting hon. tneir right eimilarly. Tney had a right 
gentlemen oppoelte, and eeveral support to do eo. M my of them had need their 
log them in the House. But in 1886 influence against hon. gentlemen oppo* 
there wu reason why they should not be site. How could they have expected 
found doing io If the leader of the them to do otherwise when the conflict 
Opposition nad not came to what it wee in 1886, or, still

mounted the pbotestant horse more, what it had come to now, when it 
he had at least put on the boots and had become a “battle of the eehoole,” aa 
fastened hie spurs. Brother William Bell I it had been atyled the other day by the 
would not otherwise have told them what hon. member for Toronto (Mr. H. E. 
he had the other day in the city. Tae Clarke), an hon. gentleman whom he 
Roman Cithollc people were no idiots or supposed would be one of those likely 
fools. Tney knew and scanned the to form a Government if they were re- 
pollttci of the conn try ani could read be- turned to power I He (Mr, Clarke) had 
tween lines and see the signs of the times, laid that Separate schools would have to 
If these told eny thing In the election of be tolerated until the Legislature got the 
1886 It was this—that, looking at what poiver to abolish them. Tnere was no 
had baen said from tha public platforms In reason then for Roman Catholic clergy 
Toronto, platforms oo which Mr. Mare- acting otherwise than they had done, 
dlth’s chief lieutenants had been soma of Actuated as they were from religious 
the speakers, the time had cams for their belief, they would be traitors to their 
departure from hls political side la larger Caurcn it they did ; false to 
numbers than ever before, He veu- conscientious convictions and to the 
tared to say that any Protestant Courch of which they were priests and 
denomination that supported either ministers if they did not, eo far as lay in 
the Opposition or the Government, and their power, seek to prevent the 
that had baen assailed ai the Rimm abolition of those schools 
Catholic denomination had baea then by of which tney thought so much, and the 
the party It was giving Its support to, maintaining of which wai with them a 
would have dasartei that party, Govern- matter of faith and consclecci. They 
mautor Opposition, and rightly ea. No were not to bs blamed either for their 
wonder the Conservative party had lost a active participation In matters relating to 
considerable portion of the Riman Catho- the sobooli. They would have baen more 
11c vote. Mr. Meredith had driven them readily blamed by the Roman Catholic 
from him. He had done so became at the minority if they had not displayed this 
very last minute he thought he saw his activity. The Roman Catholic minority 
opportunity. He thought this great Pro- expected them to do this. Tney felt, many 
testant Province of Ontario could be of them, that their priests had more time 
aroined by religious prejudices Although at their disposal, ani were otherwise better 
he had pretended no hostility to the min- fitted than many laymen were, for taking 
orlty, yet the minority bad concluded from au active part In defending the rights that

had been guaranteed to the R >man Catho- 
11c minority lu this respect. They were
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COULD NOT WITHDRAW EXCEPT 
he had given notice before a certain time 
in the year of hls Intention. So that there 
were on the statute book of the Province 
provisions more ample and more liberal 
for the establishment of l’rotestant Separ
ate schools than there were for the estab
lishment of Roman Catholic Saparate 
schools It was no answer to hie argu
ment that Protestants had not availed 
themselves of the law. Hls reference to 
this statute was mainly for tha purpose 
of showing that those who said Roman 
Catholics enjoyed a privilege that wu 
not extended to others were entirely mis
taken. He could not quite understand 
why Proteitant Separate schools had not 
bseu established, unless it was that Pro
testants were a large msj orlty la ths Pro
vince, and that, controlling the Public 
schools ai they did, they should be quite 
content to have them as their system. 
But there were cases where Protestant 
ti oparate schools hid bseu established. 
There were nine in the Province of 
Ontario, where, until two or three years 
ago, the teacher’s right to teach could 
have beau a simple certificate from the 
trustees without even the formula of an 
examination, Bat, suppose there was no

their ownIN DESTROYING THE RIGHTS AND 
privilégia now enjoyed by law lu respect 
of Separate schools, would be to compel 
those of the R iman Catholic religion—j ait 
u they were being compelled across the 
lines—to pay for the support of Public 
eehoole to which they could not con
scientiously send their children, and to 
carry on besides schools, which, to all In
tents and purposes, would be the same as 
the Separate schools of to-day. He told 
the hon. gentleman, with respect to the 
300,000 people of this Province forming 
lte religious minority, who wero con
cerned In this question of Sepuate schools 
from the standpoint of their religion, and 
to whom It was a matter of conscience— 
who, when they aided In supporting 
Ssoscate schools ware but doing that 
which their faith aad rcllgi >u« bone? re- cartying on their own system of edusatlon, 
qulred them to do—he toll him that, and the same thlag would occur here, 
ehonld they eyer repeal thee-’ provisions, Did they think the It mm Cithollc min-
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