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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

EASTER SUNDAY

rHE TRIUMPH OF CHRIST

The festival
things, my brethre
as we love the sunsh
of eload and te
keener and more
SOTTOWS,

It is for
Easter is greater than that
or of any other season of the Christian
vear, lorwel been passing through
;a time of sorrow. We have be held in
Passion-tide our dearest Lord m \u!l’.-r.
ing. We have beheld Him as the King
of Martyrs, worthy of the title, Iu ‘cause
His pains were so far in excess of any-
thing that mere man has ever sulfered or
could ever suffer. We have seen Him
in His agony in the garden, when the
sins of the whole world and of all time
were presented to His vision and pressed
heavily upon Him, filling His Sacred
Heart with deepest grief. We have
called to mind His betray al by His
trusted friend and disciple ; Hisarraign-
meut b r aione and uninst jndgeas
His cruel condemnation and death,
Despised and rejected by His own chosen
people whom He had come to save, a
robber and murderer preferred belore
Him, we have beheld Him abandoned to |
the tortures of the heathen soldiers,
seourged, and spit upon, and erowned
with thorns, and finally led forth to die
a malefactor's death upon the cross.

And worse than all is the thought that
He was forsaken by those whom He held |
most dear, those whom He had chosen to
be His special friends and diseiples, and
who had been His eonstant companions
in His publie ministry. They all forsook
Him and fled, leaving Him to die.

Then we have followed Him along the
gsorrowful way of the cross; we have
meditated deeply upon His three last
hours of agony ; we have almost heard
His deep, expiring groan as He rendered
up His soal to the hands of His Father,

Now, if we have thus learnt well the
lessons of Passion-tide, the joy of Easter
will come to us in all its fulness. 1f we
have pondered well the depth of humilia~
tion to which our Lord subjected Him-
self in His death upon the
shall well realize the greatness of His
trinmph to-day. The joy that fi led the
hearts of the Apostles, of the holy
women, and, ahove all, the Immacuiate
Heart of oue Blessed Lady when they
knew that the Lord had risen indeed
will be ours to-day, and we shall ery
out in the words which the Church puts
into our mouths : “ This is the day which
the Lord hath made: let I
be glad in it;” for * the Lo
strength and my praise, and is become
my salvation.” Ther l'hvr(, t -«l Ly lh.-
voiee of praise aud of sal
the dw
world."”

 For the right hand of the Lord hath
wrought strength the right hand of
the Lord—that is, His almighty power
has raised up Jesus from the dead. He
has risen glorious and triumphant, and
in His glory and trinmph all mankind
are sharers, For by His resurrection
He has overcome death and opened unto
us the gates of everlasting life. He has
trinmphed over sin, which brought death
into the world, and which was the cause
of His death. t
fore, means our deliverance from sin and
death, and is a pledge to us of that life
which He will give to His faithful ones

Joy. Just
y alter day

npest, ) is our joy

intense when it follc

this reason ti the joy of

of Christmas,

Cross, we

us rejoice

Lord is

Surely, then, we can have no greater
cause for rejoicing than th Pray,
then, my brethren, that your hearts may
be filled with the true spirit of K r
joy. wnd vou shall receive, that

our vy be full ; and your joy
man sha e ir A
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THE SUICIDE
That hrilliant eseavist, Gil-
bert K. Cheste rlnu. in hn chapter on
“The Suicide of Thought' iu his “Or-
thodoxy,” reduces Modernism to its last
analysis. Looking at it as he sees it in |
recent Knglish publications, it is a
turning away from Reason to Will.
The making of Will instead of Reason
the standard or criterion of the true
wrong, good
and evil. True liberty, it holds, is the
unlimited swing of the will and a dis-
regard of the dictates of reason where
they clash with the call of the will. To
those who assume this meutal attitude
there can be no such thing as sin, as
Christianity defines and aflirms it.
This, as Mr. Chesterton shows very con-
clusively is the Suicide of Thought.
It must be recognized that there is in
the United States a movement away
from Christian ideals, a movement more
extended than it is pleasant to believe or
concede. It appears under many dif-
ferent disguises, It is now higher eri-
ticism, now materialism, now spiritism,
now Christian Science, then agnosticism,
then pantheism, thendownright atheism
But all these are merely
one movement which Pope Pius X. has
appropriately des gnated “Modernism.”
After reading Mr. Harold Bolee's
“Away Irom Ancient Altars,” in the
March number of the Cosmopolitan, we
conclude that in ultimate anal
anti-Christian movement in Am
similar to that in E 15 deseribed
by Mr. Chesterton, r.v... it starts from the
same prineiples, tends in the same direc-
tionand to the same end
gration and anarchy. If it does not fully
r this end at some future time it
wi e because Lhe seuse of

variations of

ysis the

rica is

social disinte-

COMILOIL
humanity will revolt against it.

When Mr. Bolee first exposed the
surreptitious paganism taught in uni-
versities and colleges he was denounced
as a slanderer. And when Bishop
Melaul denounced the things exposed
by Mr slee and strove to awaken the
people to the threatening danger to the
morals and well-being of society there

| was a shout of anger and denunciation.

But Bolee's continued,
closed the lips of those
professors and erank le
rotten with
intellectual
fellow men.

Mr. Bolee in the
continues

calm exposures
rrant minded
sturers who are
self-coneeit and supposed
superiority over their
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nee did this President of Welles-
ley College

ants of Ge

learn that it is not neces
sary to back to Sinai to find the
Covenants of God? Of eourse it is only

an assumption on her part; but it is in
ceordance with the methods of Modern-

m. ['irst make a statement the

n sur-
reptitiously assume it to be a settled
fac {se 80 lled—and then pro-
coed to t desired conclusion. They

need

simple but it is

demonstrate; they
. Itis very

not ! v to intelligences that
I ¢ of logic
ecessary to appeal to the
“ 4 this modern college pre
le ay, it is unnecessary to
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Here is r dr le of modern
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2, but active faith and action illumine
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Here is another of those surreptitious
assumptions, namely, that petitioning
that rayer—is blind. What author

er than that of the
sley, is ther

President of
» for this bald assump-

What

does the president means hy

stive faith?” h in what or in

Not in God, for we are told

is idle to look to the skies for

g hen what is this active faitl

I'he fa 18, in the sentencs is used in,
it « nean at And ye
a d it il ¢ ¥ I

|
Here we

furrow. What is this

Is there any man, woman,
in the United States who can tell us
w at it is? We do not think there is,
Some one has said the new creed is that
there should be no ereeds,  But if there
should be no ereeds why should there
be a new crced? Thus the new ereed
begins by cutting its own head off.
Chesterton is right in ecalling it the
Suicide of Thought.—N, Y. Freema 's
Journal,

I'HE " DARK AGES™ AND

BIBLE

“new creed?
child or idiot

THE

Wonderful is the very noble
mony that has been rendered within the

| past seventy-five years, by learned non-
Catholie writers of sterling honesty and |
high repute, to the doctrines, customs |

and history of the Catholic Church, Drs.
Gardner, Gairdner, Brewer,
Jones, in erudite volumes in England,
like the late Rev. Charles (., Starbuck

| in the columns of the Sacred Heart Re
view in the United States have borne wite |
| ness to the true greatness of the Church,

have shown forth her actual position in
the onward march of the human race
and have stated her real doetrines, in
splendid rebuke of lesser men who have,
knowingly or unknowingly, misled many
minds, We choose, to-day, to mention
none of these but, inst Maitland's
famous work on “ The Dark Ages.”

The Rev. Dr. Maitland was a Protest-
ant minister whose position at one time,
as librarian and keeper of the manu-
seripts at Lambeth, England, had natur-
ally given to him exceptiona! opportun-
ity for research and reflection. His noted
work on the Dark Ages was originally
published in the form of essays contri-
buted to the British Magazine between
the months of March 1835, and February

To a new edition of the work pub-
lished in 1889, an illuminating introdue-
tion is given by Frederick Stokes, M. A.,
a non-Catholie also, who aptly says :

“ Perhaps no period of Christianity
has been more misjudged than the Dark
Ages—an epoch which, in the present
work, is taken as comprising the ninth,
tenth, eleventh and twelfth centuries.
The general tradition when Maitland
wrote—a tradition which has been
greatly modified by later historians like
Hallam and Gasquet, (Hallam is a non-
Catholie writer, and Gasquet a Catholie,)
was that these ages were
barbarie; a
tion,

almost wholly
ges of ignorance, supersti-
oppression, and general

But these

misery

. ages had many
advan s which we do mnot enjoy.
They wges in which Christian faith

was what a recent writer has called a
“vivid dynamic reality” . No
man who is really grounded in the
truths of Christianity can be traly said
'.|v,l»| tie !z«
ing which the early \\rm‘r\ of the Dark
Ages obtained from the pulpit and the
confessional was of far more real intellee-
tual and moral value than the farrago of
scraps of grammar and elementary
arithmetic imparted to an unwilling
generation in Board Schools and such
like. *“This,” said Christ, * is life
eternal: to know Thee, the only trus
God, .unl Jesus C hrmt Whom Thou hast
sent,” (John xvii, 3 ) and this knowledze
the men of the Dark Ages had in a de-
gree which we can hardly realize.

The age during which \\IP["IH.\'II’
Abbey was built ean not have been
architecturally blank. The men who

built up the scholastic philosophy can

not have been wholly indifferent to

learning and culture, The men who

died in myriads on the plains of Syria to

rescue the Yloly S8epulehre can hardly

have been devoid of ve of Him Who
s laid there,
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Dr. Maitland openly declares his be-
lief that ** as to the degpee of darkness
in whienh those ages (from A, D, 800 to |
A. D. 1200) were really involved, and as
to the mode and degree in which it
affected those who lived in them, . .
It has been a good deal exaggerated ;
and as to the ignorance alleged among |
the people, * you will allow that they
knew the Our Father and the Creed,
and that is something—nay, a good |
deal, in ll-u If, and the pledge of a great |
deal more.’

He reminds us that printing was not
then invented—how should anyone with
any pretence to leaning need to be re-
minded of this fact ?>—but he tells with
what painstaking care copies of the
Bible and of other books were made in
handwriting and often most beautifally
bound ; and how the literature and the
thought of that time, miscalled * dark ”
seemed saturated with  Secriptural
phraseology. People knew, for instance
the psalms by heart ; and homilies, ser-
mons, even private letters show an
ardent personal love for Jesus Christ
that evidently rises from the long con-
templation of His sacred Person as
portrayed in the pages of Holy Writ.

This is light thrown on one set of
things only, but Dr, Maitland gives us
further testimony to show that, * at the
darkest periods, the Christian Church
was the source and spring of eciviliza-

tion, the dispenser of what little come
fort and security the was in the
things of this orld, d the quiet
seriptural assertion of the rights of man,”

May

Lord

Gospels as

some of these men did!
The old man, for instance, who died at
ninety-four, of whom it is said:

No eorrupt or idle
time proceeded out of his mouth;

never

was anything on his lips but Christ, and

peace and merey.

We do not say that it was the whole

Bible that was then lovingly possessed
Imagine

as part of the household goods,
copying by han: the entire Bible ! But
this book and that book of Holy
ture and especially the Gospels wer
written, treasured, read, and reve
In the * Dark

s " we may believe in

deed that these hard won copies did not
as resting places
for the hats and gloves of visitors, or for |

lie on parlor tables

other books of nondeseript character t
be piled irreverently upon them!

Dr. \l,nthml of the despised * Dark

I do not recollect any instance ir

whieh it is recorded that ti

it be granted to us to leve our
and to meditate upon Him in the

discourse at any

Scripv

need.
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upon spiritistic dealings a deterioration
in morals. Even spiritists themselves
admit with sorrow that this is the grad-
ual process of spiritistic influences, and
only the strongest possible kind of char-
act ible to resist for any length
of ti + sinister influences at work
in spiritistic circles species of at-
mosphere whose tainting properties is a
graduated proces Over and
e evils, there is tha

above
avil
rl'qulnng from persistent enquiring into
,~n|u-rn|(nral phenomena which cannot
but disturb the nervous system.

The peremptory instruetions of the
| Church are clear enough in regard to
| spiritism, and, says Father Benson, the
reason she gives ought to earn the
sympathy of all who look to the advance-
ment of the eause of morality. In brief,
the Church tells us that dabbling in
spiritism is not the road to truth, but to
deception and error. While admitting
)| the existence of evil spirits and the
possibility of their manifesting them-
selves to souls still inearnate on earth
she points out the extraordinary dangers
1| that menace those who attempt by any
backstairs entrance to penetrate re

v.h\ sical

v any part of them, were treated with | slpged by the hand of God. And as a
iity, or less than profound re-| proof of these dangers, she points to
the uselessness of t information pur-
we carefully imitate the lessons g to come thr ose channels,
v us, and at t close of 0 ind and sonl
Lent ma now more about the Holy € st i }
Gos s love the b W ore is «

is all st She

s s t ¢ mit herself t guaran

ITISM AND ITS DANGERS | tee of the truth of this g’
Ar cident r clamm, us
It is i ssible Father Hugh | face to f vith this di er
iz in the Dublin Review, | this or that affair is fraud, in which cas

ce in the view that spiritis it ation is a waste of time, and

le danger. Even among | & fruitful seed-bed of -deception

certain

it is making amazing anc

trous progress,  Aud adds this convert | Freeman's Journal. 11 King St. W TORONTO | receives a secret strength and peace.
son of the late Archbishop of Canter-
bury, there are probably many priests | =
who have deplore the loss of members
of their | owing to the pernicious |
interest awakened by its mystical in-
fluences. Moreover, spiritism now
possesses its own literature and it is |
growing day by day and adding to the |
e of danger. | |
I'he clai of the spiritist is, says
Father Benson, that by the mercy of
Provideuce the legitimate desire of com- |
muning with the departed, friends or |
relatives, will be fulfilfed. Further
they claim that under certain conditions . same ]”',\‘-]1 qguality as those
what the rted may have to commun inti ; & =
icate to t living must be of great ptions,
spiritual or moral advant: to thel Ml - = s National Driii
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