
Municipal Forests.
Ily H It McMillan, Assistant Inspector Dominion For­

est Reserves.
There is smifething besides tin1 building of Dread- 

naughts that Canada might arix antageously learn 
from Germany, and that is the policy of establish­
ing municipal forests. The western peninsula of 
Ontario is a fair example of the condition which 
Canadian settlement tends to produce. The tim- 
l>er has been cleared indiscriminately off the poor 
as well as the good land. lhe good land is 
rightiy devoted to its best use, agriculture, and 
the land not good enough for profitable agricul­
ture is devoted to no use at all, and lies waste, 
a burden upon the community, instead of a source 
of revenue though nearly every country con­
tains more or less waste land — in some cases sex 
eral thousand acres—no attempt has been made by 
any count> municipalit.x to derive a revenue from 
such land, though the method, the growing of 
timber, would stvm the most natural one in the 
world. though Germany is settled much more 
denselx than Western Ontario, and has 1 MH?n settled 
a mdeh longer time, it possesses a proportionately 
greater area of forest, and the German forests, as 
the German fields, produce annuall\ acre for acre 
a higher rexenue than do t lie Ontario forests and 
field's the in tens * settlement in Germany has 
brought about the necessity <>f liaxing exerx acre 
under its most x alualde crop. Waste land is a 
loss t i> tie rommunitx it pax s no taxes, returns 
no rex enm supports no population, feeds no in­
dustries. and renders local improxement s propor 
t ioiiat el x more expensixe. so there no waste 
land in (lerinan.v What can be fanned is farmed, 
xx hat < aimot he farmed at a profit is bought by 
tie* state the municipa lit.x or town, and planted 
to trets loi the sound business principle of sevur 
ing a Miaiin.il return on all money invested.
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other States and counties through too asty actio, 
ia the matter of tree-planting and forest 
nient, it would be advisable for the county offleyi 
to have a general survey made of their waste 
lands by the Provincial Forester 1'hey can, bv 
this means, find out what area of land it is advh- 
aide to secure, w hat price can be paid, how much 
it is adv isable to try to handle each year, and 

get ex[>ert advice upon the planting and sub-
eipicnt management.
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THK COST.

iWhen it has been proven that the expenditure 
is an investment which will he returned with prof­
its, it should not he difficult to raise the money 

to yearly carry on the work. The 
densely-settled counties where this reclamation 
work is most necessary have assessments running 
well into the millions. In very few casesf will 
there be as much as 10,000 acres of w aste land ia 
the county The land can usually be bought for 
five dollars an acre.
States it lavs been found advisable to limit the 
price paid for land for reforestation purposes to 

such figure as $5 per acre. Minnesota isnosr 
Seeking to amend the constitution of the State 

Ici provide a tax of 1-15 of a mill on the

necessu r\
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assessment to secure money for buying waste land 
for forest-planting, the price of the land to be 
limited to $8.00 per acre. This is too low for 

New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont.most places.
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and other Spates, are 
buying land for forest-planting, and have the price 
limited by statute.

After the land is bought, it will, in the ma­
jority of cases, lie found that it will not be neeessary 
to plant it all with young trees. As a rule, one- 
half hr two-thirds of the waste areas are covered 
with a growth of young trees which will thrive 
and multiply if 
Both the nuying and planting will be distributed 
over many years, so that each year’s expenditure 
will he small For an appropriation of $2,000 
a year, expended under the direction of Provincial 
officials, a start could be made; and if the ap- 

were made permanent. it would not be 
Itefore the counties in the work would
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own property of considerable value, 
propidation could be used in buying each year, and 
half in planting. This would mean the buying of 
200 acres of land each year, and planting the half 
of it. unless the land was such that all required 
planting, which would make operations slower and 
more expensive Vfter 2ii y ears of this policy, the 

would own about 4.000 acres of young tim- 
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The prices of timber are constantly gointr up; in­
dustries scattered throughout the country are find­
ing it increasingly difficult to secure timber needed 
in the factorii s, and it is vnlv fair to suppose that, 
with such a market assured. expert Canadian man­
agement ran secure as good results in the settled 
parts of the country as have been secured in Ger­
many France and Xustria. where lands under per­
manent, scient ilic forest management pay the State 

net annual revenue of two dollars anda constant
upward per acre

Municipal forests managed under the system 
outlined, and scattered throughout the Province, 
will have a great educational value as demonstra­
tions uf what can he done with poor land. The.r 
management as a constant crop will tend to raise 
the status of 1 he present neglected wood-lot, an 
show that one .more productive factor may ** 
added to everv farm
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G HUMA XV S METHOD.
During the last half century or more, German 

communities have folloxxed the policy of buying up 
such land and planting it to trees. 1 he policy 
has pro x en so successful financially, and has been

' Get -so abl> supported by the people, that many 
man communities are adding to their holdings, 
and are buying up land at prices ranging from 
ten to twenty dollars per acre.

The present condition in the State of Baden is 
xxorthx of notice. The total area of the State is 
a,72b,000 acres. Of this, 8b per cent., or 1,342. 
000 acres is forest. Of all the forest, 43 per 
cent., or 577,000 acres, belong to communities and 
corporations. Of a total of 1,564 communities, 
1,350 haxe their own forests, and, in addition. 
287 corporations, such as schools, hospitals and 
churches, own forests producing an annual revenue.

STATE AND COMMUNITY CO-OPERATE 
These commercial forests vary in area from a

They oc-fexx hundred to several thousand acres.
the poorest class of land in the communities 

oxvning them, and are managed according to the 
experienced professional ad vice of the 
authorities of the kingdom in which they

All are managed so as to produce per

cupy

forest 
are

situated.
pctuall. the highest possible revenue, the aim be­
ing to cut each year only as much timber as the 
land produces. All cutting is managed absolutely 
by the State authorities, and cannot exceed the 
amounts yearly prescribed by them 
operation bet xx evn t he State and the smaller com­
munities, by xx hi eh the community subjects the 
management of its proj>erty to the judgment of 
the experienced authorities xvhich the State can 
best afford to train and employ, 
communities and corporations are allowed to cut 
yearly from their lands 261.000,000 board feet of 
lumlier. xvith a x alue of about $3,600,000. 
dians should note that this amount is cut yearly 
from the poorest class of land in a principality 
whose total area is only 3.726,000 acres.

It is a co­
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A PROFITABLE SYSTEM
The folloxx ing instances shoxx xx hat profit is 

derixed from their municipal forests by represen­
tative German towns and cities

The Village of Aufen, of 220 inhabitants, own 
Each citizen is given an- 

The surplus,
163 acres of forest, 
nually 2,000 board fe^t of xvood. 
amounting to an annual average of 85.000 feet. 
is sold, and realizes an income of $1.400, 
which the total expenses of the small x illage are

xv 11 h

met.
The 1,601 inhabitants of the Y illage of Braun- 

1 ingen own 4,507 acres of forest. The municipality 
gixes to each citizen 3,500 board feet of timber 

100.000 board feet per year isper year ;
granted to the schools, churches and toxvn halls. 
The remainder. amounting to about 1.500,000 
board feet yearly, is sold, and brings to the com­
munity a net income of $21,000, so that the town 
is not only free from all taxes, but is also able 
to establish xx ith the proceeds modern works, such 
;is electric and xvater plants.

The City of Baden, of 15,720 inhabitants, oxx n 
In 100b the total revenue1 0,57b acres of forest. 

from this was $100.171 the total outlay in the 
wax of interest charges, labor, roads, etc.. 
$33,392. Iraxing a surplus of $66,079.

xv as 
This sur­

plus is eipiix aient to an annual rent of 6 25 per 
acre for t he xx hole forest property

Numerous other instances could be given of 
European towns and communities which receive an 
annual rexenue from t lie sale of timber cut on 
waste land xxliich in previous \ ears they had 
bought and planted with trees. What is here 
unheard of is in Europe a long-accepted and com­
mon source of municipal revenue So widespread 
is the practice of communal forestry, that 16 per 
cent of the forest area of Germans 15 per cent 
of the forest land in Dunce, and 67 per cent of 
t lie tonists in Sxx itzerland. belong to municipal! 
t i es.
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European experience to guide us and European 
success to encourage us
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