VS O¥OIW

st ov awr

1288

THE F ARMER’S ADVOCATE

AND HoME MAGAZINE.

THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THE
DOMINION.

PURLISHED WEEKLY BY
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMrrepn)

JOHN WELD, MANAGER

ADvOoCcATE AND HoME JOURNAL,
MAN.

AsmNTe FOR THE FARMER'S

WINNIPEG,

.. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE
is publi every Thursday.

It is impartial and i t of all cliques or parties, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes the most
practical, reliable and profital i:fgsrmation for farmers, dairy-
men, gardeners, stockmen and home-makers, of any publication
in Canada.

« TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in
advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. United
States, $2.50 per year; all other countries 12s.; in advance.

s ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

o THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an
explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All payments of

must be made as required by law.

¢ THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

4. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible:

y. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. Ia
every case the FULL NAME and POST-OFFICE ADDRESS MUST
BE GIVEN.

» WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgeat
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1 must be enclosed.

. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one

side of the paper on}{

12. CHANGE 0? ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P.O. address.

in» WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always to receive practical articles. For such as
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improve Tur
FarMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME Magazing, Descriptions of
New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not generally known.
Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved Methods of
Caultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us
must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be retarned on
receipt of postage.

3. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
! THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Lmrrep),
Lonpon, CaNapa

Municipal Forests.
By H. R. McMillan, Assistant Inspector Dominion For-
est Reserves.

There is sonething besides the building of Dread-
naughts that Canada might advantageously learn
from Germany, and that is the policy of establish-
ing municipal forests. The western peninsula of
Ontario is a fair example of the condition which
Canadinn settlement tends to produce The tim-
ber has been cleared indiscriminately off the poor
as weli as the good land The good land 1s
rightiy devoted to its best use, agriculture, and
the land not good enough for profitable agricul-
ture is devoted to no use at all, and lies waste,
a burden apon the community | instead of a source
of revenue Though nearly country con-
tains more or less waste land—in some cases sey
no attempt has been made by

every

eral thousand acres

any county municipality to derive a revenue from

such land, though the method, the gcrowing  of
timber. would seem the most natural one in the
world. Ihough Germany s settled much more

densely than Western Ontario. and has beep settled
a nuch longer thme. 1t possesses
greater arca ol forest. and the German forests, as
the German fields
a higher revenue than do the Ontario forests and
ficlds I'he setthouent in Germany  has
brought
under i1s
Toss to the

a proportionately

produace annually acre for acre
mtens:
havine every
Waste Jand s«

about the necessity ot P

most valuable erop

community 1t vsS no taxes, returns

Nno reventi supports no |ln|lvll;l|]nll feeds no in-

dustries, and renders local mmproyvements propor

tionately nore expensive, so there is no  waste

Land i Germany What can be farmed s farmed

what canmnot be farmed at o proht 1s hought I

the state the aunicipality or town, and planted

to trees 1o the sound bhusiness principle of secun
ing o cuanciadl return on all o moneyv invested
WASTE T.ANDS
'he adty antaces o the  poliey ol estabhishinge
municipal Torests arve several, and are such  that

recotnretnd the <clicme to Canadian municipalities

The tiret aelvantace is the fpancial one for w
municipal torest i essqontially o sound  husiness
Proposition having in \iew the reapine Ol él
financial reta from land which = antit - for the
raasine ol agricultural  cropes Where such land
enists 0 umtario as has been shown | J
Janty i the Counties of Norfolk, Simcoe. Duar-
hosa and Northwoberland, it lies waste, and s 1n
no wav ol value to the community In some 1n
stances where 1t consists ol shifting, hlowing sand
1 praduaiiy cneroaches on the better land  sar
roundinge it and  lessens or destrovs gts o yvalue
There cre instances of this at Westlake, in Prince

irnd
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(County In all

Edward County. and in Iluron
poverty-

cases  the presence of  large ;

stricken land cannot but have a depreciating eflect

on the vaiue of farm land in the vicimity.
GERMANY'S METHOD.

During the last hali century or more, German
communities have followed the policy of buying up
such land and planting it to trees. The policy
has proven so successiul financially, and has been
so ably sujpported by the people, that many- Ger-
man communitics are adding to their holdings,
and are buyving up land at prices ranging from
ten to twenty dollars per acre.

The present condition in the State of Baden is
The total area of the State is
3,726,000 acres. Of this, 36 per cent., or 1,342
000 acres is forest. Of all the forest, 43 per
cent., or 577,000 acres, bhelong to communities and
corporations. Of a total of 1,564 communities,
1,350 have their own forests, and, n addition.
287 corporations, such as schools, hospitals and
churches, own forests producing an annual revenue.

STATE AND COMMUNITY CO-OPERATE

These commercial forests vary in area from a
few hundred to several thousand acres. They oc-
cupy the poorest class of land in the communities
owning them, and are managed according to the
experienced professional advice of the forest
authorities of the kingdom in which they are
situated. All are managed so as to produce per-
petuall - the highest possible revenue, the alm be-
ing to cut each vear only as much timber as the
land produces. All cutting is managed absolutely
by the State authorities, and cannot exceed the
amounts yearly prescribed by them. It is a co-
operation between the State and the smaller com-
munitics, by which the community subjects the
management of its property to the udgment of
the experienced authorities which the State can
hest afford to train and employ. In Baden, the
communities and corporations are allowed to cut
vearly from their lands 261,000,000 board feet of
lumber. with a value of about $3,600,000 Cana-
dians should note that this amount is cut yvearly
from the poorest class of land in a principality
whose total area is only 3,726,000 acres

A PROFITABLE SYSTEM

The following instances show what
derived from their municipal forests Iy
tative German towns and cities

The Village of Aufen, of 220 inhabitants, own
163 acres of forest. Fach citizen i1s given  an-
nually 2,000 board fept of wood The surplus,
amounting to an annual average of 85.000 feet,
is sold, and realizes an income of $1.100, with
which the total expenses of the small village are
et

The 1,601 inhabitants of the Village of Braun-
lingen own 4,507 acres of forest. The municipality
gives to cach citizen 3,500 board feet of timber
per o vear | 100,000 board feet per year is
granted to the schools, churches and town halls.
The remainder. amounting to about 1,500,000
hoard feet yearly, is sold. .and brings to the com-
munity a net income of $21,000, so that the town
1S not only free from all taxes, but is also able
to establish with the proceeds modern works, such
as electric and water plants

The City ol Baden, of 15,720 inhabitants, own

bodies ot

worthy of notice.

profit is
represen-

10,576 acres of forest. In 1906 the total revenue
from this was S100.171 ;. the total outlay in the

interest charges, labor, roads, ete..
leaving a surplus of $66,079

way  of was
$33.392
plus 1s equivalent to an annual rent of 6 25 per
acre for the whole Torest

Numerous given  of
Furopean towns and communities which receive an
Irom the sale ol

This sur-

property
other instances  could bhe
timber cut  on
vears  they  had

What s here
unheard of is in IKurope a long-accepted and com-
mon source ol municipal
1s the practice of communal forestry
cent. of the forest

revente
land
hought and

annual
waste which in previous

planted with trees

revenue So widespread
that 16 per
arca of Geérmany . 15 per cent

of the Torest land in Fance, and 67 per cent. of
the Jorests in Switzerland, belong to municipali
ries Most of these municipalities  have acquired
this land within the past filfty vears They have
had the sane ditliculties to meet that would need
to be anet in Canada The people had to he cdua
cated, the money ratsed. the land hought. and ex
pert management  secured Indeed the  work
shoula be more ecasily done in Canada we have
Furopean experience to o gaide us. and  Furopean

SHECeS=s to encouragve us

FHHOW TO SEUCCETLD

Fhe retorestation ol waste jands can hardly bhe
undertaken on any bhut o very mall seale by pri
vate andivdnals While post timher can he grown
at o oprotit i 15 to 20 vears, and timber for ratl
road ties an 30 ta o0 vear a loneer period  of at
least from 7o ta 150 vem varving with the soil
and the species of trees nsed ) reguitred Tor the pro-
duction of the ost protitabie crop. <aw-timber
Fhis is olnvionshy too Tone-lined o proposition for
a provat s andividoal o to undertake, and s mon

tited to ihe perpetual Bie of a0 Govermnent 1h
P'rovinicial Governments  mjeht in tinm IETRILAR
the ecredter part  of the waste land for foresi
Purposes In Taet, o start has lveadys Dhovn wnods
bt there are soomany arveas that it st .
lone thne hefore oll o con Y b bed N h
ooy ernment The coumt ‘
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capahle oi undertaking the work as any
hody, 1f they go about it in the right way.,
avoid the mistakes which have frequently resulted;
other States and counties through too hasty actioy
in the matter ol tree-planting and forest .
ment, it would be advisable for the county %
to have a general survey made  of lheirm
lands by the Provincial Forester They can
this means, find out w hat area of land it isuim
able to secure, what price can be paid, how much
it is advisable to try to handle each vear, apg
can get expert advice upon the planting apd sub-
management.
THE COST.

When it has been proven that the expenditurg
is an investment which will be returned with prof-
its, it should not be d:iflicult to raise the
necessary  to vearly carry on the work, The
denselyv-setticd  counties where this reclamation
work 1s most necessary have assessments i
well into the millions. In very few cases will
there be as much as 10,000 acres of waste land in
the county The land can usually be bought for
five dollars an acre, or In the Americay
States it has been found advisable to limit the
price paid for land for reforestation purposes tg
some such figure as $5 per acre. Minnesota is pow
Seekine to amend the constitution of the State
so as o provide a tax of 1-15 of a mill on the
assessment to secure money for buying waste land
for forest-planting, the price of the land to be
limited to $3.00 per acre.  This is too low for
most places New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and other States, are
buying land for forest-planting, and have the price
limited hy statute.

After the land is bought, it will, in the ma-
jority oi cases, be found that it will not he necessary
to plant 1t all with young trees As a rule, one
hali br two-thirds of the waste arcas are covered
with a crowth of yvoung trees which will thrive
and multiply i protected from fire and cattle.
Both the puving and planting will be distributed
over many vears, so that each yvear's expenditure
will be small For an appropriation of $2,000
a vear. expended under the direction of Provincial
officials, a start could be made; and if the ap-
priation were made permanent, it would not be
many vears before the counties in the work would
own property of considerable value.  Half the ap-
propriation could he used in buying each year, and
hall in planting This would mean the buying of
200 acres of land each vear, and planting the half
of it. unless the land was such that all required
planting, which would make operations slower and
nmore expensive After 20 vears of this policy, the
would own ahout 4. 000 gcres of _\'oungtim-
ber-growth \iter 40 to 50 vears, or SOoODer,-as
would he the case where the land was covered
with voune trees at the time of buying, the thin-
nings fiom the plantations would produce a rev-
enue And. at the end of 75 vears or more, the
money  invested would be returned, with interest.
The prices of timber are constantly going up ; in-
dustries scattered throughout the country are find-
ing i1t increasingly difhicult to secure timber needed
in the factorics, and it is onlyv fair to suppose that.
with such a market assured. expert Capadian man-
agement can secure as good results in the settled
parts of the country as have been secured in Ger-
many. France and A\ustria. where lands under per
manent, scientific forest management pay the State
net annual revenue of two dollars and

acre
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Municipal managed under the system
ontlined. and seattered throughout the Provine,
will have a great educational value as demonstra
fions of what can be done with poor land. Th?:r
manavement as g constant crop will tend to raise
wood-lot, and
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the status of the present neglected
show that one
added 1o every

Sonme
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nmore  productive factor

farm
municipal forests will
protective, as well as profitable. These
those protecting a water-
shed. and those fixing a loose soil With density
of settloment comes an increasing danger of pp“n-
supply This 1S now strikingly
Montreal, and seldom does a season
or citv does mnot
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en ol water
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pract e s srowinge in New England of buying up
the fod constituting the water-shed of the town
stupply o and keeping it under timber The result
! o pollution reaches the water, the growth of
tnnlar prevents soil from bheing washed into

resertcoie and. as it matures, affords a '.pt“mfrom
followed by the

T atil I'his policy 1S now
catpaies or municinal bhoards supplying water to
i of the New Fneland cities. notably
Bbiteri. Nl \nsonia and New Haven. Conn- |
Fhve advantaoes of havine timher on loose sol
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