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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE

is published every Thursday.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and furnishes the most
practical, reliable and profitable information for farmers. dairy-
men, gardeners, stockmen and home-makers, of any publication
in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in
advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. United
States, $a.50 per year; all other countries 12s ; in advance.

5. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

¢. THE .FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an
explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All payments of
arrearages must be made as required by law.

s. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the FULL NAME and POST-OFFICE ADDRESS MUST
BE GIVEN.

9« WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgeat
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1 must be enclosed.

1o. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper on:{.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P.O. address.

2. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always rleased to receive practical articles. For such as
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, g)uggcstions How to Improve THE
FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HoME Magazing, Descriptions of
New Grains, Roots or Veq_rtablca not generall{ known
Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved Methods of
Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us
must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on
receipt of postage.

13. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LimiTED),

LoNDON, CANADA.

THE FARMER’S

sent for exhitvition last vear to leading Provincial
shows in Ingland and Scotland, to promote
trade. The fruit crop was large, but the fruit
was somewhat softer than usual, and prices too
low. Vigilant measures are heing enforced to
keep in check the brown-tailed moth, about 10 -

800 nests being destroyed in the past three years

This is most commendable, when it is remembered

that,
vaded

within  ‘rom 4 to 6 years after the moth in-

Massachusetts, it bhecame so destructive  a

pest as to involve the expenditure of above a

million dollars to fight I'he yvear was  par
ticularly favorable for live stock, prices for ani
mals and products being alihe high Great 1m
provement is bheing anade in dairy stock, and the

growth of interest in heavy-horse breeding is phe
nonienal \s an example of what can be done
with cows, the whole Agricultural College herd,
including Jerseys, averages ncarly 10 000 pounds
of milk per year. Standing  tield-crop competi
tions were 1naugurated last year, with encourag

ing results in stimulating the growing of  better
I'he

aided 1n the

Dominion \griculture
and 39

l'hough hut

grain, Department  of

work, competitors entered in

the six competitions five yvears have

elapsed since the \ericultural College was or-

ganized upon its present basis, the attendance in

the regular course has doubled, and in the short
courses increased  sevenfold. while at the  Rural
School of Science for teachers alhiliated with the
Normal Collige. 102 teachers were in attendance

Graduates receive o diploma, and extra grants for
their work as teachers from the Government. This
1S encouraging Not maore than five per cent. of
farin boys, as a rul attend avricultural colleges
and it being a sound principle to establisi such
institutions to educate dents for lite  on th
farm, it is self-evident that for the rural puabl
schools of Canada special preparations should b
made, that the education imparted shall relat.
the noblest and o<t paportant of material pon
suits—agricultur

Part 11 of the 1 Luler review conta
valuable series ol cdu onal articles by special
ists upon ‘' Soils, Soil Cultivation, and Crops i

Nova Scotia,”’ well worth reading in other PI‘()\'-:‘Y

inces and States.

In Part III. is given an
condensed form, of the work of the Agricultural
Societies and Associations, by the Superintendent,
F. L. Fuller. The outstanding feature of the
present year's work in Nova Scotia will be the
development of the drainage policy adopted, a
traction ditcher having been ordered, with which
drainage will be done for farmers by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, at actual cost, and on pay-
ment. of expenses, as in Ontario ; experts \\'il,l be

admirable resume, in

furnished to lay out farm-drainage systems.

Some Educational Topics of the
Hour.

“Children’s power as to what they can take in

Time is wasted, and

the

at any one time is limited.
the child is injured by endeavoring to drive

subject in beyond that limit.”’ So said Dr.
Balliet.

Towards ‘' bureaucracy, rather than democ-
racy,’”” was Principal Burt’s description of On-
tario’s educational drift.

“ Better,”” esaid Principal Lyman C. Smith,

“break every commandment in the decalog than de-
part one jot or tittle from the regulations. At
solutely, the sole object of inspection appears to
be to see whether the regulations are carried out 2

These are samples of hot sparks from the re-
ports of the big convention of teachers which met
in Toronto recently.

The

closed the

Ontario IKducational Association has just

largest comvention in its history of

fortv-nine years. Its work is done in a score or

more of separate sections, but these unite in

groups for the discussion of subjects of common

interest. Three general meetings wereiheld .to

addresses by President Ward, and Dr.
of the

University.

listen to
Balliet,
Columtia

The

in Education,”’

Dean Teachers' Training College of

latter, in an address on I'ads and Frills

surprised those who have not been

following the recent trend of educational thought,
by declaring that reading, writing, spelling—sub-
jects often honored as the essentials—are really
the '“ fads and frills "’ that is to sayv, the novel
ties, while nature study, manual training, draw-
ing, cooking, sewing., are the essentials. To this
some people, we fancy, will immediately exclaim,

Bosh ' ' hut, were thev to follow his arcument
throuchout. thev migcht have ditticulty in refting
1t ITe argued that the essential quality o edu

cation is to produce the fitness and competence of

its subject \ cook is discharged not because she

cannot spell correctly, but for incompetence or un

fitness for Ler duty The use of writine  and

books coes hack less than one <inth of the histor

of human development In its earlier periods

education almost entirely consisted  of house

building, food-gettine, clothes-making in othe

words, nmature study, manual trainine, cookine and

sewine were about the whole course of eduacation
The three R's have been added only within a few
hindred years The greatest leaders of the rae
are, to a small extent. if at all, the products of
boeok-learning

In another connection. the same <peaker aroied
for a single type of public school. with o manual-
traming course, and three tvpes of Hich Schools,
into which the public-school cradiat Lalilidl enmter
according to his bhent  or PO ST AT s I'he
Hich-school types would bee the Literar
cial and technical. and at the bead i wa h
would have a princ.pal sp» oz b frain: po
the objects of the scho

Wo present I L t T
as awreeing with thewy Tor i enge opinror the
oxtreme While 1ot r
1l hases  of  edu ! I
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and other knowledge which
inherited from the ages.
attracted

literary, scientific
the modern world has

Public attention was most strongly
by the fierce onslaught on the new Ontario
r(:nders and spelling-took. The attack on the
primer occupied so much time that the other books
almost escaped. Its subject-matter, arrangement,

and lack of phonic sequence, were roundly de-
nounced. It had not a single defender. The
resolution to revert to its predecessor was  op-

leave it optional. The

posed only by another to
determination to get relief from it
the fact that lady teachers from
Province, by a standing defeated a motion
to adjourn the discussion, although the time was
past the dinner hour. The chief faults found
with the new spelling-book are that it heavily and
unnecessarily burdens the children to learn solid
columns of difficult words that they may never
need to use, and that it teaches the archaic and
such as
A resolu-

was evinced by
all over the

vote,

more difficult forms of many words,
‘“ favour,”” “* checquers,”’ ‘““cosey,’”’
tion declaring its unsuitability was carried, with-

Another resolution, to reduce the

etc.

out opposition.
punishment for a mis-spelling, at the entrance ex-
amination, from two marks to one, until a simpler
spelling-book is authorized, was also carried.
Had it not been for the text-hooks, the pro-
posed new curriculum for public schools would
The proposal to

have been the leading topic.
make eight classes, instead of the present four.
did not carry. The rural-school teachers are

pretty unanimous in preferring four classes, with
the power to divide them, 80 far as advisable.
into junior and senior.

Improvement of Spelling.

In connection with the Teachers’
Convention, held at Toronto recently,
the friends of Spelling Reform held meetings, at
addresses were delivered.

Provincial
University

which four interesting

J. S. lL.ane, B. A,
ist, reviewed the lines of reform pursued by the
several European countries, save Portugal, which

a modern-language special-

has now the worst spelling in the world, except
Fonglish The last official report of the French
Minister of Fducation contains only about one-

irregularities as if it were printed
dozen ago
silent letters,

ninth as many

in the French spelling of a vears
F'rench still carries a heavy load of
but thev are used consistently

J. Dearness, M. A. reviewed the progress of
English spelling during
Socicty, headed by

Sir James Murray,

the movement to improve
The British
men as Sir Wm. Ramsay,
I'r. Henry Bradley, Right 1lon
J Macnamara, M. I'; Stanley
W. Skeat, and Wi

with

the past year.
such
Bryce, T
I'rof. W

\rcher, entered its second yvear

Jaies

Jevons,

work
matters

tine prospects of successful

\('\H ‘\‘("‘llil‘ as In some other ('(ill('&\

tional, leads the Dominion The pupils in its

schools, and the teachers, are permitted to  use

the S0 S0 B simplifications allecting about 3,300

words Dalhousie [University extends the same
privilege to its students, and the Nova Scotia
Normal College, the most important single train-
inx school in Canada, teaches the improved spell-

e and prints its calendar in it
tante as

in the

satisfactory
Normal
The

25,000

taking place
Middle West-
Board,

7,000

progress 1s

leadine Schools of the

ern  States Simplitied  Spelling

among its signers, numbers over

iniversity professors . collegiate and other teach-

lossrs

spelling
one

occasioned by our present
William Metford, the chief

that “it deprives Fnglish-speaking chil-

vt forth by
!.‘,H 1S

comypared learning  reformed
the education they

British

those
firth of

with
about on
Ohuwhit o receine in the

public school

g Is more seriously threatened by Eng-
German warships.”’

the theme of
I'here is g disposition
make cau-

Y

1 Ontario was
apor

chirs and :n‘u)rll' to
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