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At San Francisco

The Republican Convention at Chicago be-
ing a thing of the past, all eyes in the politi-
cal world of the United States are turned to-
ward San Francisco, where the Democrats
are about to meet to make their nomina-
tions for the Presidential contest. From the
view-point of party strategy the Democrats
have an advantage in knowing just what
enemy ticket they have to meet, what in-
terests it represents or antagonizes, what is
its strength or weakness in the doubtful
States. The shrewd managers of the Demo-
cratic party doubtless realize this advan-
tage and will do all that is possible to turn
its lessons to good account. If interest in
the San Francisco meeting seems to be less
keen than in the Republican gathering it
probably is because there are no Democratic
candidates who seem to dominate the situ-
ation as Wood and Lowden and Johnson
dominated the first stage of the Chicago
Convention. Many names are mentioned, of
course, but there is no one who today stands
pre-eminent among them. If there was one
who seemed to be a leader for the moment it
was Mr. McAdoo, of New York, who was for
some time Secretary of the Treasury and
whose resignation of that important office
was supposed to be not unconnected with
his ambition for the Presidency. Mr. Me-
Adoo’s record was a-very creditable one.
The most serious ground of objection to him
was that he was the son-in-law of President
Wilson. The President is still a possibility as
a candidate, but hardly more than that. The
old objections to third terms are still a-
broad to bar Mr. Wilson’s way if he desires
re-election. . Those who would strongly op-
pose his nomination would be inclined to re-
gard the selection of his son-in-law as the
recognition of a Wilson dynasty. But all
gossip about Mr. MeAdoo is now stilled by
his emphatic announcement that he is not
and will not be a candidate, that 'he resign-
ed his office of Secretary of the Treasury
because he had to give attention to the re-
habilitation of his private affairs, and, in
short, that he cannot afford tc be a
Presidential candidate. Next to Mr. Me-
Adoo in the present standing of the men
named is Governor Cox of Ohio. His can-
didature becomes particularly interesting, be-
cause Ohio is the home of Senator Harding,

the Republican nominee, and Ohio is one of
the doubtful States. There is thus a possi-
bility that we may find two citizens of that
State representing the two great parties in
the November election. Another name which
has only lately been presented for the con-
sideration of the Democrats, and which is
receiving much attention without any organ-
ization booming it, is that of the present
American Ambassador in England, Mr. J.
W. Davis, a distinguished citizen of West
Virginia, whose nomination is strenuously
advocated by the New York Times. Of
course, the Democratic Convention would
not be complete without the presence of Mr.
William J. Bryan, who doubtless will con-
sider himself an available candidate. There is
little prospeet of Mr. Bryan’s nomination,
but he will undoubtedly play a considerable
part in directing the course of the Conven-
tion.

The Issues in the Presidential
Contest

Hardly less. interesting than the question
of who shall be nominated at San Francisco
is that of the attitude to be assumed by the
Convention respecting the Peace Treaty and
the League of Nations. The Republicans man-
aged to avoid a break on that question by
refraining from specific mention of the
Treaty and declaring for an ‘‘international
association for the preservation of peace
without any compromise of National inde-
dependence’’ words which are being various-
ly interpreted. The opponents of the Treaty
claim that the plank is a confirmation of
their position, while others say that it ad-
mits of the acceptance of the Treaty with
some sort of reservations. President Wilson
and those who stand with him for the
Treaty, the whole Treaty and nothing but
the Treaty, are doing all that they can to

make the Treaty the paramount issue, and

to the end they treat the Republican plank
as a challenge to the Demoecrats, whom the
President called upon to accept it squarely.
But his friends will not raise the issue in
this way without a battle in the Convention.
There are many Democrats who feel that
to allow the making of unqualified ratifica-
tion of the Treaty the supreme issue in the



