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OUR GUARANTEE

::'“- It Is a condition of this contract that in writ.
to advertisers you state: “'| saw your advertise.
ment In Farm and Dairy.”

Rogues shall not ply their trade at the sxpense of
sur subscribers, who are our m-u‘n the
medium of these columns; but wi shall not attempt
to adjust trifing disputes subseribers and
honorable business men who advertise, nor pay the
debts of honest bankrupts.

The Rural Publishing Company, Ltd
PETERBORO, ONT.

“Read to contradict and to confuts, nor te
belteve take for granted, but to weigh and cen-

The High Cost of Milk

RE dairy farmers who supply city milk trade
getting too much for their product? The
s In many Canadi cities claim
that they are paying too much for this necessary
article of diet, and that dealers and farmers have
wviolated the Combines Act by making agreements
to increase milk prices. The agitation begun in
Ottawa has spread until cities as far apart as
Windsor and St. John, New Brunswick, have
started investigations of their local milk supply.
Nor is the agitation confined to Canade. The
United States Department of Agriculture has
started a country-wide inquiry into the milk situ-
ation with the object of getting at the facts as
to the cost of milk production. These inquiries
indicate that the cost of milk for city comsump-
tion is not a local question, but one of national
significance.

Dairy farmers will welcome an investigation
fnto the cost of milk production. With the pres-
ent shortage of m«mndmlmmolnp-
plementary feeds, together with the highest priced
farm labor in the history of agriculture, it will be
found that they are not coining money as fast as
the city consumer appears to bellieve, As to
forming combines to unduly enhance the price
of milk an investigation will reveal that far from
this being the case any concerted action on the
part of the farmers has merely for its object the
securing of a fair price for their product. If con-
sumers combine to hold down prices they will
find their milk supply being diverted to choese
and butter factories, which are able at the present
prices for their product, to offer the farmer as
ttractive prices as he ls now realizing from the
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orbitant profits are being made somewbere be-
tween the farmer's front gate and the consumer’s
back door.

Our National Debt

ANADA'S national debt al the end of August
stood at $658,000,000. Assuming the popula-
tion of the country to be 8,000,000 allow-

ing four to a family, this amounts to $376 for each
of the 1,900,000 families in the Dominion. The
increase for the year amounts to $86,000,000, or
$106 a family, The expenditure for war purposes,
which was $24,000000 for the month of August,
is rapidly increasing, and there is every possi-
bility that by the time the war is concluded and
the army disbanded, the total national debt will
reach $1,000,000000, the estimate made by the
single taxers at their recent conference at
Niagara. This would mean & debt of nearly $600
for every family in the country.

These totals, formidable though they are, refer
only to the debt incurred by the federal govern
ment. In addition, there are the rapidly increas-
ing provincia' debts and the municipal debts,
many of which are also on the Increase. The
burden of public debt must eventually fall on the
productive industries of the country, of which
agriculture being the chief, will bear the great-
est share. Farmers are ready to assume their
share of the obligation made necessary by Can-
ada’s participation in the war, but at the same
time they favor the strictest economy in the
administration of government affairs. They be
lieve that it is the duty of the federsl government
to set an in thrift. The lonal
debt, even If kept down to the minftmum, will
prove a heavy burden on industry after the war
M increased by government extravagance, it will
prove a greater burden than can readily be borne.

Acreage and the Tractor
HE announcement that a tractor demonstra-
tion will be held again this year in commec-
tion with the Ontarie plowing matoh bas
once more d of the
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would probably have in Canada would be & sini
lar increase in the size of the farms on which
‘was utilizsed.

0
The Farmers
HOUGH it may have been true & fow jeany
g0 that (here was not in Canada & ropre
sentative body capable of speaking for (he
farmers as & whole, this 1s not so today. Wwe
have in the Canadian Council of Agriewiture apn
which the organized
farmers of four of the largest agricultura! pro
vinces, numbering upwards of 60000, While (he
farmers’ are not organized in other provinces,
there are many evidences that considersble nun
bers of them are id thorough acocord with the
work of the Council of Agriculture. This wa,
shown when the deputation of farmers wailcd on
the g before the oampaign
It is also shown on all eccasions when the voice
of protest is heard from the farmers against the
conditions against which they labor.

Parmers who have their own best interests
heart should stand firmly behind this organizs
tion and urge their nelghbors to do lkewise |
includes in Its membership some of the cloarest
thinkers on economical and social question: tha(
are to be found in Canada. It is in closest fouch
with the conditions of the farming population iy
each of the provinces. With its permanent sec.
retary, its independence of government suppori,
and the ability it has shown in debating lusue
with the fi of other , W
Winnipeg last fall, the Canadian Counell of Agri
eulture has proved its right Lo be the spokesmay
for the farmers of the Dominion.

A Progressive Township

TANBRIDGE TOWNSHIP, in Missisquol o,
Que, has an organisation such as could be
established in many other districts 1o (hr ag
vantage of the farming Industry. Itis known as (he
T ip " Assoct and

bas & full list of officers. The membership s 10 be
composed of those farming tracts of not less thay
100 acres within the tovaship who care to joh

that lle abead of the tractor on the farme of east-
orn Canada. It would appear that we are some-
what behind our neighbors across the line in be-
coming enthused over the tractor as a practical
farm machine. During the present season many
tractor demonstrations have been held in various
states, to the results of which the agricultural
press has devoted considerable space. The large
number of farmers attending these demonstra-
tions, and the interest shown by them, would
appear to indicate that they are on the lookout
for & machine that will, to some extent at least,
take the place of horses as a source of farm
power.

In some of the states the tractor appears to
have passed beyond the demonstration stage. In
Ilinois, for example, it has become so widely
used that it has been found possible to investl-
gate the relation between the size uf the farm
and the size and efficiency of the tractor. Re-
ports were secured from nearly 200 farms on
which tractors of different siwes were In use

eligible to compete for the three prises which (he
association distributes each year. These jrizes,
which consist of $100 in cash, are provided by the

treest from moxious weeds. Another s for
hich has been mont improved by fenc
ing, draining, or clearing during the twelre
months preceding the distribution of the prises
The third is given for the best ten grade leifen
not over three years old, of ome of the lcading
dairy breeds, the helfers to be raised by (he com-
petitor in the township and to be the produce of
& pure bred bull,
The principal object of the association s lo
assist in directing and unifying the efforts of the

been for every one to pull in their own direction,
with the result, It is claimed, that the best pro-

interest has been stimulated along the variows

lines in which prises will be given, and cnquiris

by
securing good bulls for the township.
‘There may

Lreeders with & view




