Alfalfa and Holsteins Explain the Prosperity of Many Farmers in Oxford Co.,, Ont. A Scene at the Home of Mr. Wilbur Prouse, Alfaliadale Farm

That will give you an idea of how brown the
untreated field looked

“] examined the untreated portion of my field
very carefully, and I found dotted here and there
among the weakly alfalfa plants, geod, strong,
vigorous plants, about one to every square rod.
some dust or soil had been
bought along with the seed, and that this had
inoculated a small portion- of the seed sown.
In time the bacteria would work from these plants
to others and inoculate the whole field. It was
in this way that my second field of alfalfa had
been inociilated. But of course it is much mere
expeditious and economical to make sure of the
inoculation before you sow the seed.

Alfalfa Stands Four Years

“Another thing 1 noticed in that field was that
there were not as many plants on the poorer side
of the field, but when the second season came
along every plant seemed to be vigorous. The
inoculation had spread. We cut that field for
seven vears. We now make it a point, however,
pot to run a crop for more than four years, cut-
ting it three years, and then pasturing. The pas-
turing helps to destroy the plants and makes the
plowing easier. We are getting down to a shorter
term for our alfalfa stands all the time.”

Here 1 interjected a question: “What do you
think,” 1 asked, “of the plan followed on the
Hoard’s Dairyman farm in Wisconsin, where they
have a five-year rotation of com,.grain and three
years in alfalfa?”

“] should think that would be about ideal,”
said Mr. Glendinning. “The first year you do
not get as heavy a crop of alfalfa as the second
The second vear you get very good cuttings, and
the third vear the best of all After that there is
a tendency for the stand to thin out as the blue

I concluded that

grass creeps in

In discussing the much debated
alfalfa, Mr. Glendinning
me that he now grows only Canadian variegated,
although it has heen his experience that the
arieties of alfalfa will yield larger crops
However, he considers that

question of

varieties of informed

common v

than the variegated
he superior hardiness of the latter more than
compensates for any slight scantiness in croppiug.

To Grow Alfalfa Successfully*

Prof. James Mucray, Macdonald College, Que.

VERY farmer can utilize alfalfa to advan-
E tag As a forage crop, alfalfa has no
peer. It is good feed for cattle, horses, sheep
hogs and chickens. Tt is a perepnial, and re-
quires little labor for its maintenance when once
With all of its advantages, how-

established

it is grown by comparatively few farmers
in Canada, and with the exception of some parts
of Western Canada its growth has been on the

decrease
Firet and foremost among the reasons why
alfalfa is not grown more extensively, I would
place the many failures to secure a stand. A
single failure in alfalfa growing in one district

oA sammary of the address given by Prof. James
Murray, of Maodonald College, at the last Ottaws
Winter Fair.

results in deterring 15, 20, or 50 farmers from
attempting it in the same neighborhood. Alfalfa,
t00, is an expensive crop to start, and this deters
its adoption. I find that many farmers think
their land is not suitable for the growth of alfalfa,
but in the majority of these cases their lack of
success is due to other causes, some of which I
might mention as lack of fertility in the soil,
want of inoculation, close pasturing, and the
baneful influence of a nurse crop
The Soil Desired

Alfalfa will grow on almost any kind of soil,
but the soil must be free from acidity, well
drained, and warm. Most important to the suc
cess of the crop is the preparation of the soil,
and of first importance in the preparation is the
elimination of weeds. The greatest enemy al
falfa has is grass, such as couch grass. In many
instances grass will make stands worthiess at
the end of the second year, while it takes alfalfa
two or three years to get properly started with a
real good hold. In the meantime, the grass
makes headway, and finally puts the alfalfa out
of business. 1 would advise the growing of a root
crop by way of preparation to beaj out the weeds
and secure a clean soil. Above all, clean out

A stand of alMfalfa may be ruined by pasturing
it 100 closely in the fall. Some stands so abused
may come through, but they are the exceptions.
The last cutting, whether it be the third or the
second, should be left to go-down in the winter.

Light Nurse Crop if Any -

Many fail because they sow too heavy a nurse
crop. A light nurse erop with beardless barley
is the best, or sown with the winter wheat. In
July and Amgust, when we usually have a dry
spell, alfalfa with a nurse crop comes out second
best. 1f rain does not come after harvest, it
will go under the next

Another Alfalfa Inoculation Method
Jas. Co Brant Qo,, Ont
AM going to advocate what Is to me a brangd
new method of inoculating alfalfa seed. Ther
a bit of conservatism in all of us. We don
like to try things we know nothing about, nd
therefore, the laboratory preparations for fnocy
lating alfalfa seed are not as widely used o
perhaps they should be, The very common e
thod of inoculation, scattering earth from an |¢
alfalfa field on the proposed site of the new
also has its objections. 1 have tried it &
know that it is no joke to spread n ton of «
on every asre of alfalfa seeding, 1 also know
that if we do not inoculate we lose all the fer
tilizing value of the crop and the erop
will be so sickly that we will get only half ¢
fodder we should.

I have a method that is at least as good &
any, that doesn’t cost a cent outside of the labor
and that looks reasonable and logical to
For every bushel of seed that 1 sow 1 collect o
gallon of earth from some place Where cither
alfalfa or sweet clover have grown luxuri
for a few years. I allow this earth to drv oy
where the sun cannot get at it. Then th
sters and I put the earth through the flour «ifte
to make it as fine as possible, This eanh i
my inoculator.

I take three ounces of furniture glue and mix
it in a half-gallon of water, This I use to moisten
the alfalfa seed. The quantity Is sufficient 1
treat 50 pounds of seed, Then with the seed
moist and somewhat sticky T sift the dusilike
earth over the seed, mix it thoroughly with the
hands, and keep on mixing untll each seed is

coated with dust. Every seed In then (noculue
and ready to go into the drill. 1 set the deill 1
sow a little heavier because of the bulk of dus

vear on account of
weeds. It is wiser to
cut out the nurse crop
altogether rather than
risk the catch of alfal
fa for the sake of a
few bushels of barley

The hest time for
sowing is the middle
of Tuly. when the land
can be got clean and
there is nothing to in-
terrupt its growth. The
nurse crop may be
called the murder crop
by cutting out the
murse crop there is
a saviog of the
expensive seed. With a nurse,crop it is neces-
sary to sow from % pounds to 25 pounds of al-
falfa to the acre; without a nurse crop, from 15
pounds to 18 pounds to the aére is ample

Dairying has been and js now b!inﬂl;lg many
benefits to the farmer. It is enriching his soil,
rendering it more productive and thereby adding
to the money value of his farm.—J. P. Fletcher,
Fulton Co., N.Y. "
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in the seed, and follow the drill elght v witk

the harrow. This method is A No, |

If you take a crop of three or four tons of lovet
from a field the first yoar after graln, the <haned
are that you will get only one to Bue und o hilf

tons the next year., Henee leaviog that 114 it
hay will do much to incrense the cost of produs
tion per unit.—], H. Grisdale, Diroctor
mental Station,
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