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I HARBOUR Board.-The president uf the 
Ch >re de Commerce has issued a brochure in 
wh he scores the Harbour Commissioners. While 
ui g.ird the Harbour Board as deserving of a 
scoring or scorching, at the same time, we believe 
that, when the worthy president has had

THE New York Lire Insurance Company lias
had its license revoked by the Insurance Commis­
sioner of Nevada, l ,S. I he assigned reason for 
this arbitrary action is an opin'on formed by the 
Commissioner adverse to the president, and Vice- 
1 resident Perkins, of the New Nnrk Life resjiectiiig 
the investigation now in progress.

I he ( ommissioner lias given judgment very 
marily before hearing the whole of the evidence 
and before hearing the defence or explanation of 
the officials whom he has condemned unheard. It

in so rc-

nn -re ex-
lien vc as a Commissioner, lus views on Harbour 
main rs will be considerably modified.

It is well recognized in business circles that small 
committees are the most desirable in the adminis­
trate -a of corporate affairs. It is the fault of 
ninnliers of the Harbour Board if, when committees 
brine in their reports, they do not thoroughly ac- 
quamt themselves with the subject under considera­
tion. which has, in all probability, been placed be­
fore them in a concise and well digested form in 
the committee’s report.

Mun­

is very deplorable that a State official 
sponsible an office as 
should have taken such

insurance commissioner 
arbitrary, autocratic 

and wholly unfair a course. Incidents of this 
nature strengthen the argument in support of the 
f ederal Supervision of Insurance, which would

an

pro­
tect companies from the eccentricities of some offi­
cials who lack breadth of nund and a judicial tem- 
|ier.

Were the Writer a Member ok the Harbour 
Board he would endeavour to place the president 
of the Chambre de Commerce on every one of its 
committees in order to give him an opimrtunity of 
learning all the details of its administration.

The chief engineer of the Board is a most capable 
and efficient officer. It would he very difficult to 
find any one who knows as much about Harbour 
engineering, and such of its affairs generally as 
conic under his official cognizance, as the chief en­
gineer of the Montreal Harbour Board. It is in­
evitable for some degree of friction and misunder­
standing occasionally to arise wlicn the professional 
knew ledge of an experienced official is so much 
beynd what can lie exjiected to have been acquired 
by a body of lay Commissioners, however great 
their ability in their own sphere.

The Proposed Snow 
under which tin task of clearing snow from side­
walks would lie undertaken by tins city, and the 
cost thereof levied on tenants and proprietors of 
buildings abutting on tile street, scents liki'ly to 
come into force. This is the right plan, it is the 
only way to ensure clear pathways and to avoid 
such conditions as involve the city in damages for 
accidents.

1 lie details, however, require very great 
arranging, cs|x-cially as regards levying the cost on 
tenants, etc, and keeping records of the operations 
of the brigade of snow-cleaners. There is an own­
ing in these matters for numberless disputes with 
citizens

By-Law. I he by-law

rare in

CiAY.nor & Greene. At last, after two years 
litigation, the warrant required for extraditing 
Messrs. Gay nor & Greene has been signed. 1 hey 
came here to escape facing a charge of robbing the 
American Government. It would have saved enor­
mous expense to that Government and lieen in har­
mony with the friendly spirit which ought to exist 
between neighbouring powers the spirit, happily, 
which does prevail between Canada and the United 
Stales -had the writ of extradition been more 
promptly issued.

Great reluctance scents to have been shown to part 
with these fugitives from justice, who spent a for­
tune to avoid being put on their defence More a 
jury "f their fellow country men.

The law of extradition needs amending, it is too 
elab rate. The fact of an accused man absconding 
should lie regarded as almost a confession of guilt 
It lx no credit to a country to Ire a refuge for those 
who arc afraid of meeting a criminal charge in their

Growth ok Insurance in Canada. In a pros­
pectus recently issued by a new lire office, the 
growth of the premium income of fire companies is 
given, but two most important facts relating to the 
business are omitted, which it is only fair, should 
lie made known to prospective subscribers for stock. 
The total premiums in 36 years was $201,580,335, 
and losses paid $140,309,830. If to the loss total 
is added 3311 p.c. of premiums, which is needed 
for ex|Ki)scs, the result will show that for each $100 
received $102 was paid out.

Insurance is on Better Looting. We hope 
to-day, as the rates have lieen raised to he more 
adequate for meeting the losses that thus the busi­
ness will Ik* iiuire in accordance w ith what cx|icricnce 
has proved to be necessary.

We have no desire to make comparisons between 
home and foreign companies, hut this must lie said, 
without the foreign fire companies the commerce of 
Canada would I*- paralyzed. With a few excep­
tions the experience of Canadian fire companies has

I
own land.

A nation is, however, ennobled by providing an
are sought to be

1

un.i niable asylum for those who 
mad the victims of political tyranny.
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